


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GATHERING OF PARISHIONERS HELD AT 8.00PM ON WEDNESDAY 23RD MARCH 2005 IN THE RIDES COMMUNITY CENTRE, GORSE RIDE NORTH, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy (Chairman of the Parish Council)



Cllrs E Cox, Cllr Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe,



R Cundy, G A Cockroft, G Markham, O A Vile, 


Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, J Dewhurst, S Weeks, I Milne


Cllrs G Veitch, Mrs S Sach, Dr I Hossack.
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
36 attending members of local organisations and the public

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND CHAIRMAN’S WELCOME

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr W Chapman, Cllr Mrs L Vass, Mrs M Long, Doug Patterson, WDC, Chris Hamilton, WDC, CAB, Victim Support, NSPCC, St Mary & St John’s Church.

Cllr Roland Cundy welcomed all to the meeting and was pleased to see such a wide range of organisations represented with a number of local residents.  He explained the Gathering is an opportunity for the councillors to report on the past year’s activities and each Committee Chairman would address the meeting in turn.  A Question and Answer session would follow and all those present were invited to join the council for refreshments at the close of official business.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GATHERING HELD ON 20 MARCH 2003
Minutes of the Annual Gathering held on 18 March 2004 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

No matters arising.

THE CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Given by Cllr R Cundy.  Appendix A refers.
FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

Given by Cllr E Cox.  Appendix B refers.

PLANNING COMMITTEE REPORT

Given by Cllr Mrs L Newcombe.  Appendix C refers.

ROADS AND ROAD SAFETY REPORT

Given by Cllr S Weeks. Appendix D refers.

FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE REPORT

Given by Cllr S Weeks (Vice Chairman). Appendix E refers.

AMENITIES COMMITTEE REPORT

Given by Cllr G Markham. Appendix F refers.
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BUSINESS OF PARISH INTEREST

Cllr Cundy thanked the Chairs for their reports and asked for any questions from the floor.

A resident expressed concerns over the proliferation of unlicensed car selling activities within the Parish.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe replied to say that the Parish Council are trying to combat the problem by reporting such instances to the Enforcement Officer at WDC, Richard Lettin.  She confirmed that the council will continue to monitor the situation and the councillors welcome information from the public.  Cllr Weeks, who also represents Finchampstead at the Wokingham District Council, also reported that the WDC have installed a physical barrier to protect their land next to 98 Barkham Ride to prevent its illegal use.  The police are also involved and investigating vehicles to ensure they are taxed and to find the owners.
Another resident queried the parking on double yellow lines in the access road leading to Averys car park.  Cllr Weeks replied that these lines are not actually enforceable as they are on a private unadopted road.  Following investigations with WDC, they have agreed to extend the parking regulations that covers the car park along the extent of the access road, which they own.  The regulations state that cars must be parked within marked bays and WDC parking attendants will attend the site regularly to advise motorists of the new situation. 

There were no further questions.

In conclusion, Cllr Cundy addressed the meeting to say that the Parish Council must continue to work in partnership with Wokingham District Council to build on the improvements already achieved the the parish.  He thanked all the councillors for their efforts over the past year and, to mark the end of the clerk’s first year, presented her with the flowers arranged by Cllr Mrs Hughes.

Everyone present is invited to look at the reports around the room and to stay and speak to the councillors.

Rides Community Association Report

Appendix G refers.

Finchampstead Park Management Committee Report

Appendix H refers.

Villages Youth Report

Appendix I refers.

District Cllr G Cockroft’s Report

Appendix J refers.

District Cllr S Weeks’  Report

Appendix K refers.

District Cllr R Stanton’s Report

Appendix L refers
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Finchampstead CE (Aided) Primary School

Appendix M refers.

Gorse Ride Infant School

Appendix N refers

Biodiversity Forum Report
Appendix O refers
Village Club Report
Appendix P refers

Wokingham Volunteer Centre

Appendix Q refers

Police Report

Appendix R refers

Guides Report – ICE visit to Poland

Appendix S refers

Please note: Copies of all reports are available in the Parish Office.

The meeting closed at 8.45 pm
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