

FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON TUESDAY 9th MAY 2006 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllrs G Markham, Chaiman, Mrs C Driver, Vice Chairman

Cllrs Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe, R Cundy


The Clerk – Mrs Jane Holloway
152/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr E Cox, J Dewhurst, I Milne
153/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 7th February 2006 were signed as a true record.

154/2006 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 59/2006 –Paddling Pool
Chris Buggy has sent his department’s thanks to the committee for the contribution towards last year’s costs and for inclusion in this year’s budget.  He confirmed that there will be no pool charges this year and car park spaces have been increased by 50.  There will be 5 pool attendants supported by a Summer Ranger on site to address car parking and visitor management issues.
Min No: 59/2006 – California Country Park Improvements – Café extension
Cllr Markham reported that Chris Buggy’s business plan is completed and that £50-£60K is earmarked for the Scouts building.  Further funding will be required for the overall project and further meetings will be held shortly.
Min No: 59/2006 Flower Basket
Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that the 6 baskets will be ready for collection from Henry Street Nurseries from 20th May and Cllr Cundy will collect them for installation.  The Clerk will contact Quadron Services to request maintenance starts immediately.

Min No: 59/2006 - Thursday Bus 
The Clerk provided leaflets announcing the fare rise to £1.50 and has not received any complaints.   It was agreed this fare represents good value for the users.
59/2006 – Land Registry
The Clerk reported to Main Council that the deeds are held in safe keeping with their solicitors, Clifton Ingram.

63/2005 – New Noticeboard – Gorse Ride
WDC have advised the Gorse Ride Residents Assoc. that they will provide two new boards and it was agreed they would invoice the parish council for one.
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155/2006 – LlTTER WARDEN – MR ROGER LONG

The Clerk reported on the last quarter’s work
February
35 hrs & 184 miles

39 bags collected; 16 road signs cleaned; posters removed
March   
36 hrs & 172 miles


37 bags collected; 40 road signs cleaned 

Mr Long reported the two Arnett Avenue signs are past redemption

April
21 hours & 78 miles (3 weeks only)

22 bags collected 

The Clerk asked Mr Long to check the state of Wellingtonia Avenue,  Spring Gardens and Church Lane, following a residents’ complaints.  
The Clerk also wrote to ask the warden to to clear the footpath up to St James’ Church as agreed at the April Main Council meeting and will check this is done.  Cllr Mrs Driver reported that Cllr Chapman has spoken to the Sports Club about the problem and they will be installing a small barrier to prevent litter being blown onto the path.

Cllr Mrs Driver asked the Clerk to request the litter warden ‘spring clean’ the grass verge along Finchampstead Road.

The Clerk has requested sight of an up to date Insurance Certificate for litter warden’s vehicle.

156/2006 – WELCOME PACK

The Clerk provided a quotation for printing a folder for the Pack and samples of information for inclusion.  The committee thanked the Clerk for her efforts in the Pack’s preparation.  It was agreed to include further information on Sports Clubs, Brownies, Scouts and Guides and the Clerk was asked to write to each of the Churches to request their input for the Pack. 
157/2006 – ALLOTMENT PROVISION

The Clerk has contacted Andrew Spicer to identify the land in Warren Lane and he has provided map references (SU7964; old Field Number 4050; Centre spot 794644).  The Clerk will contact the Land Registry to ascertain the owner.  Cllr Markham will speak to Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan and Jim May who may also be able to assist.  
Cllr Markham also contacted the land agents for Manor Farm but the possible land has been utilised under ‘Arable Reversion’ for use as sheep grazing.  The suggestion to use land in the gravel extraction area poses some problems but this will be assessed as a possible site.
The Clerk has received a further enquiry for an allotment which is noted in the file. 
158/2006 – RISK ASSESSMENT REPORT

The Reports on benches, bus shelters and Noticeboards were discussed and the following actions were AGREED.
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Benches: 

Cllr Markham will verify the ownership of Benches B 4 & 5 in the Memorial Park with the FPMC.  Otherwise no action is required.

Bus Shelters:

BS2 in Barkham Ride – The Clerk will ask WDC to test the roof for asbestos.

Noticeboards:

It was AGREED these should be replaced gradually in the next few years – the first two being NB4 (old Belmont Stores) and NB6 (Barkham Ride).  The remaining Noticeboards will be painted and the Clerk will get quotes for the work.  Cllr Markham and the Clerk will source suitable new boards for approval.
159/2006 – WOKINGHAM VETERAN TREES PROJECT
WDC Countryside Service have written to Parish &Town Councils to gain their support for the project to protect the remaining trees of the Old Windsor Park in the District.  A Costing Sheet was provided and the Committee AGREED that the Finchampstead Parish Council should support the Project and further AGREED to the sum requested as their portion at £590 of the Grand Total of £4190
160/2006 - CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

1. War Memorial cleaned A.F. Jones this week and it was agreed the memorial looked much better.  The Stonemason reported that the total replacement value to be £50K and the council’s insurance policy will be upgraded to cover this.
2. JDB Contractors – 06-07 Charges for grass cutting – agreed and noted
3. J&J Cole Taxis – 06-07 Bus Schedule and 06-07 Charges – agreed and noted
4. WDC – 06-07 Amenity Skip Programme - noted
5. Calor Village of the Year Competition – agreed not to take part
6. NPFA – AGM 2nd June 2006  noted
7. DeFRA – Fixed Penalty Notices – noted

8. Social Enterprise Berkshire – the Clerk to send a copy to Claire Denham at the Multi Agency Group.

159/2006 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Tuesday 29th August 2006 at 8.00pm in the California Ratepayers Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.22 pm
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