

FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON TUESDAY 29th NOVEMBER  2006 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllrs G Markham, Chairman, Mrs C Driver, Vice Chairman, R Cundy



Cllrs Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe, W Chapman, E Cox, J Dewhurst



Cllr A Pearce (in attendance)



The Clerk – Mrs Jane Holloway
The meeting commenced at 8.20 pm, following the Extraordinary Meeting of Main Council.

399/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Cllrs J May, I Milne
400/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 29TH August 2006 were amended on page 88 to remove Cllr Milne’s name from those in attendance; page 90, Min. No 270/2006 to replace Cllr Mrs Hughes name with Cllr Mrs Newcombe.  The Minutes were then signed as a true record.

401/2006 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 265/2006 –Paddling Pool
On Main Agenda
Min No: 265/2006 – California Country Park – Café extension/Scouts Facility
This was discussed at Main Council on 16th November 2006 and the Scouts will provide an update report following the meeting of the Village Club Committee on Tuesday 5th December 2006.
Min No: 265/2006 Flower Basket
The Clerk has still not received an invoice from Quadron Services
Min No: 265/2006 – Thursday Bus

Currently no Eversley residents are using the bus.
Min No: 265/2006 – Risk Assessment Report

Bus Shelters:

Cllr May reports that one of the shelters appears to have asbestos in the roof.
The Committee agreed no further action is required at this time.
Min No: 265/2006 – Wokingham Veteran Trees Project – referred to Footpaths Cttee
Min No: 267/2006 – WELCOME PACK

The folders have been delivered and most of the literature has been assembled - sample pack prepared by the Clerk.  Cllr Cundy congratulated the committee as this pack will be a helpful way to contact new residents.  It was AGREED that some more information on schools, scouts, guides, brownies, waste collection, doctors’ surgeries and local societies needs to be included.  The Clerk will prepare sufficient copies of literature to assemble 100 packs for distribution to the surgeries in the New Year and will advise a date for the collation.
Min No: 268/2006 – Allotment Provision

Cllr Markham is waiting for an update from Derek Wiseman of Cemex and the Clerk will email Cllr Weeks to see if there has been any progress on the Old Nursery Site.

The Clerk has received a letter from a resident interested in having an allotment and his name will be added to the ‘Waiting List’

Min No: 269/2006 – AWARDS FOR ALL GRANT

It was agreed at Main Council to apply for the grant for the provision of new playground equipment for the new Community Centre but it was agreed to wait for the approved  planning permission before proceeding. 
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Min No: 270/2006 – Noticeboards

The two new Noticeboards are now ready and can be delivered and the Clerk will arrange a date with the supplier.  Cllr Markham will take delivery of the boards and the Clerk contacted John Fruin who has agreed to remove the old boards and install the two new boards in Church Lane and Kiln Road (NMR end)
Min No: 271/2006 – Newsletter
Cllr Weeks advised the Clerk there are 4520 households in the Finchampstead Parish, although some may be subdivided into smaller units.  It was agreed the next issue of the newsletter should go ahead to be ready for distribution in early spring and committee chairmen are to submit their contributions to Main Council in December.  WDC are unable to include the newsletter with their Spring edition and the Clerk will investigate distribution by Royal Mail and others.
Min No: 272/2006 – Library Services

Cllr Markham reported that he and Cllr Cundy discussed the proposed new library facility at the Baptist Community Centre project with Chris Hamilton, Library Services at WDC.  Cllr Markham will verify the figures for building and set up costs with Mr Hamilton and report to Main Council.  The committee agreed that the parish council should contribute towards providing a library facility and that this will be discussed at the Finance Precept meeting in January 2007.
It was further AGREED that the Clerk should write to the District Councillors to elicit their support for library provision at the new centre.

Min No: 272/2006 -144 Bus service 
Cllr Pearce advised that the 144 service will have a half hourly service from Arborfield to Reading.
Min No: 272/2006 – Fuel Allotment
Cllr Mrs Hughes has last year’s list and is checking the names; the Clerk has received four names from the WRVS and will pass these to Cllr Mrs Hughes.  Christmas cards have been purchased from the Youth group and these will be signed by Cllr Cundy and the Clerk will get £600 cash in readiness for distribution to the thirty recipients.
402/2006 – LlTTER WARDEN – MR ROGER LONG

The warden’s last reports were presented.
Aug/Sept 06
34 ½ hrs & 160 miles


40 bags and 18 signs cleaned on Reading Road; Fleet Hill, The Village etc.

Sept/Oct 06
33 ½ hrs & 190 miles

33 bags and 20 signs cleaned on Wellingtonia Ave, Dell Road, Lower Sandhurst Rd, Longwater Lane etc.

Oct/Nov 06
35 hrs & 179 miles


37 bags and 22 signs cleaned on Orange & Red route plus 5 notices removed.  The warden reports that many of the signs are rapidly aging and beyond redemption e.g. Arnett Avenue, Billing Avenue – this information to be passed to the Roads and Road Safety Committee.
403/2006 – 2006-07 BUDGET REVIEW & 07-08 PRECEPT
The Clerk distributed the Management Report for Amenities Budget to the committee and the Committee discussed current spending, which is mostly in line with the 06-07 budget.  The Noticeboards are a substantial overspend but covered by savings in other budgets.
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The precept figures for 07-08 were discussed and agreed as follows:-

Baskets
800
no change
Dog Bins
700
no change

Noticeboards
2500
increased from 500

Environment
0
no longer required

Skips
2500
no change

Litter Warden
4500
no change

Hospital Trips
1200
increased from 1000

Thursday Bus
3000
no change

Keep Mobile
2500
no change – the Clerk is to send a Grant Application Form to Cllr Mrs Hughes
Fuel Allotment
600
no change

Parish Newsletter
2500
increased from 2000

Paddling Pool
5000
no change

California Park
1000
no change

Library
2000
no change

Contingency
2000
no change

TOTAL 07-08
30800
Increased from 28600 

404/2006 – CALIFORNIA PARK PADDLING POOL

Chris Buggy, Countryside Service, submitted a full costing for the 2006 season which amounted to almost £21K of which £10K was for new automated dosing equipment.  The committee’s budget allows for a £5K contribution towards these costs and this will be recommended to Main Council in December.
The Committee agreed with the proposal for extended opening for the pool in 2007 and that £1 per family was a suitable figure the proposed admittance charge and Cllr Markham will contact Mr Buggy to discuss.

405/2006 – OLD HORSE TROUGH, JUBILEE ROAD

Cllr Markham will inspect the trough and report to the next committee meeting.
406/2006 - CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

WDC – Play areas review in district - noted
WDC – Neighbourhood research – what town & parish councils do – passed to Cllr Cox
CCB – new Rural Towns Co-ordinator – Tim Palmer on tim.palmer@ccberks.org.uk
407/2006 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

8.00 pm, Wednesday 7th February 2007 at California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 9.50pm
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