

FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 
MONDAY 30TH JUNE 2008 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT: 
Cllrs G Markham, Chairman, Mrs C Driver, Vice Chairman


Cllrs Roland Cundy, Jim May, A Pearce, G Veitch


Cllrs Simon Weeks, I Gordon, M Macey, Roger Woof


Derek Wiseman, Cemex, 

Peter Bayeystock, WBC; Jenny Larby, WBC

The Clerk – Mrs Jane Holloway

285/2008 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Cllr Mrs Newcombe
286/2008 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 29th April and 15th May 2008 were signed as a true record.

At 7.40pm Cllr Markham closed the meeting for Mr Wiseman to outline the current and future plans of the Cemex land due for restoration to community facilities following the programme of gravel extraction.

Cllr Markham thanked Mr Wiseman for the detailed information and it was AGREED that it is important for the Parish to be represented at future partnership meetings when the Public Rights of Way routes will be finalised.  The Clerk will email a formal request for Cemex to consider provision of land on the west side of Longwater Road, adjacent to the Old Nursery land owned by WBC, for use as allotments.  Mr Wiseman will also consider if it will be possible for Cemex to host a stand at the Summer Fete on 12th July in the Memorial Field, Finchampstead to publicise the future plans.
The meeting re-opened at 8.20pm

287/2008 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

171/2008 – Welcome Pack
Cllr Cundy asked for 20 packs to be prepared for 9th July to be taken to the Finchampstead Road Surgery.
171/2008 Memorial Benches
Work completed by JDB Contractors and Cllr Markham visited site and confirmed all done in accordance with the Clerk’s instructions.
171/2008 – Litter Campaign For Finchampstead

Cllr Mrs Driver advised she has given a talk at Nine Mile Ride School and will arrange visits to the other local schools in September.
172/2008 – Memorials in Memorial Park – Mollie Harle & Harry Long
Cllr Markham will progress this matter at the FPMC meeting on 2nd July 2008.
173/2008 – Refuse Vehicle Collections @ Averys and Billing Avenue

See Item 5 on the Agenda
173/2008 – Fly Tipping on Longwater Road/R. Blackwater bridge
See Item 5 on the Agenda
174/2008 – Flower Baskets For Summer 2008

Watering will continue through the season by Cllr Bromley and Roger Long.  Mr Cresswell has confirmed he does not require payment for the water as he considers this as his contribution towards the community. 
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The Clerk has sent a letter of thanks to Mr Cresswell and put a notice in the Finchampstead Magazine. Cllr Cundy reported that the baskets are wilting badly due to the spell of hot weather and watering needs to be more frequent.
180/2008 – Noticeboards

The Clerk received a quotation from Harry Stebbing for the new oak noticeboards and Mr Asteraki sent a letter regarding the possible re-siting of the board for Reading Road.  The remaining sites for new boards are

· Reading Road 

· Barkham Ride 

· Bramley Grove

· Post Office, 420 Finchampstead Road 

It was AGREED that the board at 420 Finchampstead Road does not require re-placing and that boards be ordered for Barkham Ride and Bramley Grove.  Cllr Markham read the letter from Mr Asteraki in answer to the Clerk’s query about a more suitable location.  It was AGREED the manager at Bluebecker’s Tally Ho be approached to ask permission to locate new board on the small green outside.
179/2008 – Finchampstead Summer Fete – Saturday 12th July 2008

Cllr Black confirms he can loan his gazebo and the Clerk has received offers from most councillors to help during the day.  Cllrs Gordon and Pearce will erect the gazebo and prepare the stand for the opening at 11am.

181/2008 – Addition of names to the War Memorial
A Working Group has been formed – Cllrs Mrs Driver, Gordon Veitch, Eric Cox and Jim May and Cllr Mrs Driver requested a Notice to be placed in the Wokingham Times.  It was agreed the working group meet to discuss the next actions.
181/2008 – WBC Noticeboard at California Crossroads
WBC advised the Clerk that this is intended for future use and therefore will not be removed.

288/2008 – LlTTER & WASTE COLLECTIONS

Peter Baveystock, WBC Waste Department attended the meeting to discuss outstanding issues:-

Fly Tipping at Thames Water pumping station, Longwater Road

Mr Baveystock agreed to write to Thames Water to request they keep the land clear at all times and put in measures to prevent fly tipping in the future.

Litter Collection Point at Warren Lane 

Mr Baveystock agreed that he will instruct SITA to collect the litter warden’s bags from the California Ratepayers Hall instead of at Warren Lane.  Cllr Cundy, as Treasurer of the Hall Association, advised Mr Baveystock that the Hall Committee gave permission for the 1100 litre bin to be used for this purpose.

Refuse Vehicle Collections at Averys Car Park & Billing Avenue

Mr Baveystock advised an alternative to the current use at the separate sites by having one vehicle visit both sites on the same day albeit for a shorter time.  PB will assess the collection data for the current service provided by WBC & FPC and forward a proposal for an alternative solution.  This will gain more value for money and give a better service to the residents.  Any changes can be advertised on the website, noticeboards and the magazine.
LITTER WARDEN REPORTS – MR ROGER LONG

The warden’s last reports were presented.

May 08
38 hrs & 202 miles 


37 bags, 47 signs cleaned


3 instances of fly tipping


£403.40 paid
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June 08
39 hrs & 185 miles 


34 bags, 34 signs cleaned


£405.00 paid

289/2008 – ALLOTMENTS

The Clerk has received more applications which now total more than 40.

Following the information given by Mr Wiseman of Cemex concerning the offer of 5 acres of land for use as allotments, the committee discussed its viability for this use.  It was agreed that the site has many difficulties namely, poor soil profile, no current access, car parking or water supply.  In addition the committee recognise that planning permission will be difficult to obtain.
Cllr Weeks advised that, as WBC own the Old Tree Nursery on the West side of Longwater Road that, if Cemex could consider leasing the adjacent land to it, then this would form a better site for any allotments.  It was AGREED this be investigated further as there is water available, the soil condition is better, access and hard standing already exists for parking, the site is more hidden from view.  This proposal would require:-

WBC granting a long term licence to use their land

Cemex granting a long term lease for their land

Planning permission for use as allotments

As a first step, the Clerk will formally write to Cemex to request consideration for a 5 acre site adjacent to the Old Nursery to be leased on a long term basis to the Parish Council for use as allotments.

Jenny Larbey, WBC Press Officer, had attended the meeting to advise the committee that WBC were investigating an Adopt a Garden Project being piloted on the Isle of Wight.  Homeowners with large plots are being matched to allotment seekers so that each party can benefit from the arrangement.  WBC would like to set up a similar project with one of its parishes.  It was agreed this could be worth further investigation but some practical difficulties are foreseen.  The item will be put on the next Main Council Agenda for discussion by all members and the Clerk will invite Steve George to attend.
Cllr Weeks left the meeting at 9pm

290/2008 – CALIFORNIA COUNTRY PARK – RENOVATION PROJECT/HERITAGE LOTTERY FUNDING

Cllrs Markham and Weeks attended the Public Consultation meeting earlier this month and the committee will await its findings.  It was noted that the Paddling Pool has been opened for the summer season and the Clerk is to ask for prior notification of opening and closing so it can be fully publicised.
291/2008 – SKATE PARK
The committee discussed the letter requesting the parish council to support provision for a skate park in Finchampstead.  The members concluded that there is no obvious site for suitable location but noted Borough Cllr Rob Stanton’s comments at the recent Village Youth meeting that it could be considered for inclusion at the Baptist Community Centre in the future or, in the California Country Park Project.  The committee also identified a possible site close to Waverley School.
It was AGREED the Clerk contact Sandhurst Town Council who run a successful Skate Park to ask about practical considerations.  The matter will be further discussed at the next Amenities meeting in September.
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292/2008 – GORSE RIDE ESTATE – CLEAN UP ALLEYWAYS

Cllr Pearce proposed this for discussion at this meeting and his report was distributed.  The back alleys are overgrown and littered with detritus and Cllr Pearce advised he has obtained two quotations for clearance of the area, one for £3K and one for £2.75K and is waiting for a third from Claire Denham.  

The committee agreed this is routine maintenance and is therefore WBC responsibility but also recognise the importance of maintaining Parish Council efforts in supporting the estate to improve facilities and conditions for the residents.  This must be regarded as a one-off cost and the proposal to spend up to a maximum of £2750 for this purpose be recommended to Main Council in July.
293/2008 - CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

Correspondence 

Britain in Bloom competition - noted
Go Gardeners Social Enterprise – noted
Forum

· Summer Fete – Sat 12th July 11am
Gazebo to be provided by Cllr Black and erected by Cllrs Gordon and Pearce.

To be manned by Cllrs Mrs Newcombe, Eric Cox, Steve Bromley, Andrew Pearce, Malcolm Manley, Andrew Pearce. 
BBQ – Cllrs Geoff Markham, Simon Weeks, Roger Woof
· Cllr Veitch raised the issue of website maintenance following Cllr Milne’s resignation.  It was AGREED to put this to Main Council in July.
· Cllr Pearce reported that WBC wish to carry out an audit of rubbish bins in the borough

294/2008 DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Monday 1st Sept at California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 10.10 pm
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