

FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON THURSDAY 30TH AUGUST 2007 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllrs G Markham, Chairman, Mrs C Driver, Vice Chairman

Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Mrs Newcombe, E Cox, A Pearce
Cllrs G Veitch and R Cundy




The Clerk – Mrs Jane Holloway

298/2007 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  - Cllr J May
299/2007 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 22nd May 2007 were signed as a true record.

300/2007 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 178/2006 – Welcome Pack
The Clerk wrote to the surgeries to offer supplying a suitable pack dispenser and to schools asking for their co-operation.  Cllr Cundy will contact Dr Corfield and the Clerk will contact the Cedar House Surgery to discuss the provision of a dispenser.
Min No: 178/2006– Allotment Provision

The Clerk sent out letters to those residents who previously showed interest in allotments and has received 16 confirmations, 8 of whom are willing to help found an allotment society.  Cllr Markham reported that Yateley Town Council also approached Cemex about the possible provision of 2 acres.  This is addition to the 3 acres FPC has requested and Cllr Markham will contact Derek Wiseman to ask for a formal proposal from Cemex.  The matter will then be put forward to Main Council.  Cllr Weeks has still not received positive feedback from WBC about the Old Nursery Land.

Min No: 178/2006 – Noticeboards

Cllr Mrs Hughes attended a recent Older Peoples Forum who enquired about the Noticeboard the parish council agreed to purchase.  The Clerk will write formally to Gorse Ride Residents Association to ask where they wish the Noticeboard to be sited; also to ask the Planning Department if there would be any restrictions in its siting.
Min No: 178/2006 – Old Horse Trough, Jubilee Road – Small Schedule of Works
Mr Fruin completed the schedule in July and the Clerk will add the asset to the Asset Register..
Min No: 178/2007 – Newsletter - Main Agenda item
Min No: 178/2007 – Blackwater Valley Countryside Strategy 2006-2010 

Cllr Markham reported that none of the content was relevant to the parish council.
180/2007 – Skips Provision Review

Averys Car Park – the twice monthly skip replaced by a monthly refuse vehicle which will be on site the 3rd Saturday of each month, 8-11.  Cllrs Markham, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Sach and Ian Milne attended the inauguration on 21st July which was recorded by the Wokingham Times.  The Clerk has not received any adverse comments on the changeover.  The committee will monitor its success and report to the next meeting.
181/2007 – Review Of Thursday Bus Provision

The new service is operating well and is proving cheaper than the previous contractor.
183/2007 – California Park Paddling Pool – Extended Opening Times
It was noted that, despite the poor weather, the pool was again very popular and the £1 entrance fee accepted without demur.
184/2007 – Parish/Town Council News – Published By WBC

Until the new Community Centre project is more certain there is no other item of interest for this borough wide publication.  
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186/2007 – Parish Newsletter
The Clerk obtained several examples of other similar publications and the quality varied considerably; some are issued monthly and some are distributed free of charge.  Cllr Cox will investigate further and report to the next meeting.
301/2007 – LlTTER WARDEN – MR ROGER LONG

The warden’s last reports were presented.

June 07 
 37 hrs & 179 miles



 36 bags, 62 signs cleaned on Green Route           

July 07 
 40 hrs & 170miles



 36 bags, 72 signs cleaned on Orange Route           

Aug 07 
37 hrs   & 181 miles



 32bags,  50 signs cleaned on Red/Yellow Route           
Mr Long reports that some signs should be replaced – Commonfield Lane, Finchampstead Road (2 signs) and The Village. The Clerk will pass this comment to the next Roads Committee meeting.
302/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN REVIEW

The committee still wish for further clarification on the new Community Centre project and Jim Gallagher from the Baptist Church will address the Main Council meeting on 20th September 2007 with an update.  It was agreed the 5 Year Plan should be a Statement of aspirations for the committee and the committee went through the current issue and Cllr Markham will write a preliminary draft for submission to the next committee meeting in November.
303/2007 – AUTUMN NEWSLETTER 

The Clerk will ascertain the final deadline date for this to be included in the WBC Autumn publication and will email the committee to inform them.
304/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM
Correspondence

1. Bus Shelter – the Clerk contacted Harbron Ltd. (WBC contractor) and their costs are to visit site and a report for £50, samples at £20 per sample. The Clerk will arrange a date.
2. Keep Mobile/Heath Ride Residents Ass. It was agreed the discussions on the siting/size of speed humps is not a matter for the Parish Council.
3. Email received from young resident who has raised a petition for a skate park in the Finchampstead parish.  The Clerk will contact Louise Morris, Youth Worker about the provision of the temporary skate ramps used in the summer holidays.
4. CCB – Rural Towns & Parishes quarterly round table discussions.  Next meeting 17th September at 8.30pm – The Clerk to respond to decline the invitation.
5. Cllr Pearce undertook a risk assessment survey of the council’s assets during the summer and reported that one of the benches close to the Memorial needs urgent attention to secure it to the base.  The Clerk will contact John Fruin and instruct him accordingly.
Forum
1. Cllr Veitch proposed that the recent clearance work to revel the view across the Blackwater Valley enhances the parish and should be regularly maintained.  Agreed.
305/2007 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Thursday 8th November 2007 8.00 pm at California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 9.55 pm
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