

FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE AMENITIES COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON THURSDAY 27TH MAY 2004 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr G Markham (Chairman)



Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe



Cllr Mrs P Hughes



The Clerk – Mrs Jane Holloway
165/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Eric Cox and Ian Milne.

166/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 17th February 2004 were amended on page 23, Minute 60/2004 adding ‘ and Cllr Mrs Newcombe’ and then signed as a true record.

167/2004. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min no: 57/2004 – Jubilee Tree

This had been fully discussed at the Main Council on 5th May 2004
Min No.58/2004 – Bus Service

The timetables had been circulated and the service is being used by schoolchildren but not particularly at other times.  It was agreed that this is due to most residents having cars and preferring to use them.  There are a variety of groups who provide special bus services which are very well used by the community and Cllr Mrs Driver confirmed that she had seen that the Sainsburys bus service is still running through The Village.

Minute No: 60/2004 – Annual Gathering
It was AGREED that this had been an extremely successful occasion and well worth while as it is an opportunity to meet the representatives of the organisations the Parish Council support.  e.g. Keep Mobile and Wokingham Volunteer Service.  Cllr Mrs Driver reported that she had spoken to Nathan Winyard of the Rides Association and this had been very useful.  It was AGREED to keep the same format for this year but to buy less food and drink.
168/2004 – JUBILEE TREE – MEMORIAL STONE WORDING
The wording had been read out at the ceremony and is slightly amended to read

‘This tree was planted to celebrate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II in 2002.  An oak tree stood nearby from 1887 to 2003 to mark the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria’

Cllr Mrs Driver has so far been unable to contact the Stonemason, Mr McCardle,  but will continue to progress the matter.
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169/2004 – FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH STREET MAP – new edition
It was AGREED that the committee begin work on revising the map to show new roads and other changes since the last edition was published in 1997.  Generally, the same format would be followed and to use Codair Design & Publicity again.  The map would be A2 printed 2 colours both sides and folded down to pocket size; 7000 to be printed and distributed one to each home in the Parish.  This will leave sufficient quantity for newcomers to the area and available for sale at the Parish office.  Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Hughes and Mrs Newcombe agreed to undertake the project.  The Clerk is to contact Codair to get a quotation for the job so that pricing for the adverts can be ascertained.  The current advertisers would then be approached to buy space so that the costs can be covered in full.  Cllr Mrs Hughes has the original list of distributors and she will ask them if they are willing to do the same job this time.

170/2004. CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

Litter Warden’s Report – it was agreed that the appearance of the Parish had considerably improved due to the lack of litter and the Clerk was asked to thank the Litter Warden for his efforts and to ask him to attend the next meeting.  It was AGREED that the Clerk was to pass on specific instructions as and when they arise – e.g. there is litter on the corner of Longwater Road and Finchampstead Road.  It was also AGREED to increase the hourly rate from £6.50 to £7.50 and to propose this at the next Main Council meeting on 3rd June 2004.
Letter from Miss A Wilkinson  - received at the Parish Office on 18th March and had been acknowledged by the Clerk.  Cllr Markham would walk the Bridleway referred to and check its current state and he would advise the Clerk.  It was AGREED the Clerk then write to Miss Wilkinson to answer her concerns – the state of the Bridleway; inform her the Rides area was now maintained by new contractors who are more diligent in litter clearance; and that the Parish Council actively support local youth groups.
WDC Letter – Dog Bin Emptying Service

The dog bin at Simons Wood car park is now in place but Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that the bin was overflowing and bags were also strewn around.

Noticeboard @ Bramley Grove- The Clerk confirmed that JDB Contractors were currently repairing the Noticeboard.

The Clerk also confirmed that all notices would be distributed to the relevant Councillors and agendas would be sent out at least 3 days prior to a meeting.

WDC Letter – Amenity Programme 2004/2005
This stated revised charges from 1st April 2004 – Skips £70.00 and Refuse Vehicle £128.00 and it was AGREED that the Billings Avenue site be visited on Saturday 26th June 2004 between 8 am and 11 am to review the usefulness of the vehicle.

The Clerk was asked to contact Peter Baveystock to find out how well the lorry is used from the WDC point of view.

WDC Countryside Service – Skate Park Provision
This letter had been passed to the Amenities from the last Main Council meeting for discussion.  It was AGREED that the proposed site – under the flyover at Winnersh – would be of little use to young people in Finchampstead.  They are more likely to use the current facility at Sandhurst or the proposed site in Crowthorne.  The Clerk is to respond to say that the Parish Council are not opposed to the idea but in view of the proposed site in not fully in support.
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Library Facility

Cllrs Markham and Mrs Driver reported on the meeting with Doug Patterson, Chief Executive of WDC held at the Parish Office on 25th May 2004.  The Library had been on the Agenda and was discussed fully.  Mr Patterson was already aware of the Parish Council’s wishes and told them that the District Council was prepared to loan the container library for 2 days per week from August 2004 to April 2005 and then carry out a feasibility study for a more permanent solution.  Any site proposed by the Parish Council would need to have a power supply sufficient for lighting, heating and computers.  It was AGREED that the most suitable site would be at the California Ratepayers Hall and Cllrs Mrs Hughes and Mrs Newcombe confirmed that the power supply by the bus shelter had already been up-rated in anticipation.  It was also AGREED that the best days for the library would be Wednesdays & Thursdays because several groups use the hall on those days. The Clerk is to email Mr Patterson to thank him for the valuable meeting and to ask the size of the vehicle and if these days would be possible and if the staff would require toilet facilities.  This news is most welcome and will be reported to the Main Council meeting.
171/2004. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 22nd July 2004 at 8.00pm in the California Ratepayers Hall.  
The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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