FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 

THURSDAY 20TH APRIL 2006 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 


Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman


Cllrs Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Vass, Miss I Vaughan Morgan,


Cllrs Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs S Sach, Mrs C Driver (arrived 8.30 pm)

Cllrs W Chapman, J Dewhurst, I Milne, A Pearce, G Veitch, S Weeks

The Clerk

Mr J May, Mrs Sharon Hall, 7 members of the public
131/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs E Cox
Cllr Cundy closed the meeting at 7.40 pm for the Adjournment for Public Questions to allow Mr Pittock and other petitioners to address the Council.

The meeting re-opened at 7.45 pm and Cllr Cundy brought forward Agenda Item 6a Secondary School in Finchampstead for discussion.  The Clerk wrote to the Petitioners after they attended the 1st March Main Council meeting and they had welcomed the council’s response and recognised the issues raised in the letter.   Cllr Cundy proposed the Clerk write to WDC to request the District Council take immediate action to specifically seek the opinions of those living in the Finchampstead Parish area as previously done for the Emmbrook residents.  AGREED.
132/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 1st March 2006 were signed as a true record
133/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

87/2006 – Allotments –

The Clerk will arrange a site visit to identify the exact location of the Warren Lane land and Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan and Markham are willing to attend.
87/2006 – War Memorial Cleaning
The Clerk has been informed work will commence in the next few weeks.
87/2006 – Spare keys for the Youth Room
The Clerk has received the spare set of keys which will be kept in the Parish Office.
87/2006 – Summer Picnic Concert
Cllr Markham reported that the working group have come to the conclusion that the overall expense of putting this event on would not be covered by monies raised from ticket revenues.  It was AGREED the event could not take place.
87/2006 – Land Deed Registration

The Clerk has ascertained that these deeds are held by the Parish Council’s solicitors – Clifton Ingram, Wokingham.
87/2006 Awards for All
Cllr Milne reported that the rules governing applications have changed and that the timing of an application is not critical - £10K can be granted within any two year period and an application will be made when funds are required.
87/2006 - Closure of Finchampstead Road 
Cllr Weeks reported that the project is still slightly ahead of schedule.
87/2006 California Crossroads Development 

Cllr Weeks will continue to progress this matter at WDC.
89/2006 – District Parish Conference – 8th March 2006

Neither Cllrs Cundy nor Cox was able to attend the meeting.
The meeting was closed at 7.55pm to allow interviews of applicants for co-option for the two councillor vacancies.  The meeting was re-opened at 8.10pm and it was unanimously AGREED to appoint Mrs Sharon Hall and Mr Jim May as Parish Councillors.
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134/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the three meetings held since the last Main Council meeting.  The Minutes for the last meetings on 9th & 28thMarch 2006 have been distributed and the committee also met last night – 19th April 2006 and Minutes will be circulated when ready.   Items of note are

1. Eurogolf at Woodcray Manor have sold the land and the committee await further developments and the results of the pending Appeal.
2. The Thames Heath Basin talk was interesting and booklets are available in the Parish Office

3. 347 Finchampstead Road – application for 8 x 2 bedroom flats on the site of one existing house was objected to on the grounds of ……….

4. The committee were asked for suggestions for the new Manor Barns development but no name was agreed.

FINANCE – In the absence of Cllr Cox, Mrs Sach reported that the Clerk’s Assistant wished to join the Pension Scheme from 1st April 2006 as had been offered at the time of employment in June 2005.  The original contracted 20 hours should be revised to 30 hours per month, due to the Parish Office now being open five mornings per week.  Cllr Mrs Sach stated the £4K in the 06-07 budget covers the extra hours and Parish Council pension contributions and sought approval these changes – AGREED.
Statement of Account

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£70,652.35 earning 3.85%
(£10000.00 transferred to Halifax 17.3.06)

HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT
£ 16365.00 earning 1.3% (at 20.03.06)

The Cheque List at Appx A – CHQ/MAR06 is submitted for approval.
1. At the March Main Council meeting prior approval for required expenditure up to £4K had been given and the Cheque List shows the payments made during March amounting to £3536.91 – APPROVED

2. Further cheques are presented for April payments amounting to £ £7831.61 – APPROVED

These payments and outstanding cheques not yet presented amount to £11368.52 which will leave £3475.28 in the Halifax Account and the first half of the Precept of £46K is due mid May.  

Next meeting of the Finance Committee is Wednesday 3rd May 2006 

AMENITIES – next meeting Tuesday 9th May 2006

Cllr Markham reported progress on outstanding matters
1. Flower Baskets – the baskets have been ordered and due for delivery in May; contractors would maintain the baskets and are not subject to the current hosepipe bans.  Cllr Mrs Hughes asked for assistance in securing the baskets in place and Cllr Cundy volunteered.
2. California Country Park Project – Chris Buggy will finalise the financial information to prepare the Business Plan and Cllr Markham confirmed that Onyx will be approached when this is ready.
3. 144 Bus Route – the Clerk wrote to Mark Mace, WDC to stress the Parish Council’s views of keeping the current route.
FOOTPATHS – next meeting Tuesday 16th May 2006

Cllr Chapman reported that the open end of Footpath 4 has now been partially blocked to prevent vehicular access.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – next meeting 6th June 2006

Cllr Milne reported the minutes of the meeting held on 21st March 2006 have been distributed and since then he could confirm
1. Speed Surveys have been set up on the Wellingtonia Avenue, Jubilee Hill, Fleet Hill,  Sandhurst Road and Finchampstead Road
2. VAS signs are due to be erected on Sandhurst Road this month

3. Grass Verge bordering the Memorial Field in the Village will have low ‘birds mouth’ edges put in to prevent cars parking and causing damage
4. Cllr Weeks is due to inspect the parish roads shortly and will show Ken Lambert the missing link on the footway from Church Lane towards the doctors’ surgery.

135/2006 - OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – 60th AGM 6th April 2006 - Cllr Geoff Markham was unable to attend but could report that Ian Adnams was now Vice Chairman and Sue Napper will be Chairman for the coming year.
RIDES ASSOCIATION – Cllr Mrs Vass’ report of the meeting held on 20th March was distributed – it was noted the football pitches are in good condition, all the teams are enjoying success and membership of the female teams is increasing.  Takings have dropped in the bar which is a cause of concern; ‘Community Matters’ is invited to the May meeting to discuss business plans.
Multi Agency Group – Cllr Mrs Vass’ report of the meeting held 11th April 2006 is distributed – it was noted that the youth are becoming more involved within the community and some are willing to join the Youth Residents Association, shortly to be formed.  Louise Morris, a new full time Youth Worker has been appointed to start work in June.  The Clerk reported that a laptop had been purchased for the last Youth Worker and will write to Richard Ferguson to ascertain its whereabouts.  
No 17 Billing Avenue has been allocated as a community house and Claire Denham will be based there.  
It was agreed the positive attitudes were building good foundations for future improvement at Gorse Ride and the Parish Council should help its development and make suggestions to Claire Denham’s Work Programme.
Police Neighbourhood Action Group – Cllr Weeks’ report of the meeting held on 28th March is distributed and it was noted that Claire Denham would be unable to become the Chairman as a WDC employee.  District Cllr Stanton chaired the initial meeting in her place.  The main areas of concern identified are Anti Social Behaviour, Speeding & Traffic and Environment/ Litter.  The police will now be assessed on their success over the next 6/9 months on their effectiveness on these matters.
Campaign Against Waste – Cllr Mrs Hughes attended the meeting on 27th March 2006 and reported that recycling has increased since last year.  Additional black boxes for re-cycling can be supplied free of charge and an additional green waste sack can be purchased for £4.   Fly Tipping remains a problem but steps are in place to help identify offenders.

Clerk’s Report 
1. Graffiti has been reported to WDC on the Bus Shelter by California Ratepayers Hall and on the electricity sub station at the end of Kiln Ride
2. Letters of complaint re the Bird Scarer being used by the Sports Club – matter resolved.

3. The Clerk has written to the Environment Agency to object to Sand Martins Golf Course application for a licence to extract water.
136/2006 – SECONDARY SCHOOL PETITION
Dealt with at the beginning of the meeting.
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137/2006 – BARKHAM P.C. PROPOSAL TO CHANGE PARISH BOUNDARIES

Barkham Parish wrote to outline their concerns about the existing parish boundaries and proposed a meeting between Barkham, Arborfield and Finchampstead at 1.00pm on Weds 21st June with 2 representatives from each parish to discuss the matter further.  It was AGREED the Clerk write to Barkham Parish for confirmation of their perceived anomalies of the boundaries.  Their response will be discussed at the next meeting on May 18th.
138/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. Clifton Ingram – a copy of letter from the Solicitor to WDC requesting advice on progress on lease renewal for the lease of land and premises at Gorse Ride North, Finchampstead.  Also, an invoice for work completed in 2005-2006.  WDC requested a copy of the Rides Insurance Policy – the Clerk will obtain a copy.
2. SLCC – Regional Conference 1st June 2006 – Mrs Kent may attend in the Clerk’s absence.
3. WDC Chairman’s Invitation – ‘Night at the Movies’ – 23rd April 06 – noted
4. Keep Mobile AGM – 2 pm on 29th April 2006 – Cllr Mrs Hughes will attend as their committee member.
5. ARC AGM – 12 noon on 8th May 2006 – noted
6. Thank you letters for Annual Gathering – TVAP; 

7. Reminder about the Dorothy Morley Conservation Awards 2006 – contact franthompson@bbowt.org.uk (01628 829574) by 31st May 2006 – noted
8. Social Enterprise Berkshire – new organisation offering support to those wishing to establish a community on Social Enterprise. 0118 901 5798 – Networking Event – Weds 3rd May, 6pm @ Easthampstead Baptist Church Hall – passed to Cllr Mrs Hughes.
9. Thames Valley Police – Community Policing Awards 2006 – noted
Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance 

1. UHY Hacker Young – Annual Return 31.3.06

2. St James’ Church – Donation for the Organ Restoration Fund

3. Funding request from Danielle Brotherston – volunteering in Ghana, summer 2006 

4. Pension Scheme update
5. Thank you letter from Crossroads for Carers – they support 9 families in the Finchampstead area.

Roads & Road Safety

1. WDC – proposed VAS on Sandhurst Road – work due between 3rd – 28th April 2006 
2. WDC – Grass Verge, Memorial Field, Finchampstead

3. WDC – Missing link on footway

4. WDC – Highways Consultative Board – 2006/07

Amenities
1. JDB Contractors – Charges 2006-2007
2. WDC – Amenity Skip Charges & Programme 2006-2007 – copies distributed for Noticeboards

3. J&J Cole Taxis – Charges 2006-2007 and copy timetable 

4. WDC – Veteran Tree Project

5. Defra – Clean Neighbourhoods & Environment Act 2005

6. National Playing Fields Assoc. – AGM Agenda

FOLDER CONTENTS – February 2006 – The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc

· Wokingham Disability & Sensory Needs Partnership Board leaflet

· Age Concern – Pension & Benefit Advisory Service

· Wokingham District Voluntary Sector Forum – Digest
· CPRE ‘Fieldwork’ & Trustees’ Annual Report

· Boundless Homebound Volunteers required – Claire Tuckett 0118 973 7163
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139/2006 – FORUM
1. Further graffiti reported on the gas pumping station at The Throat – the Clerk will ask WDC to clean.

2. Cllr Mrs Hughes reported overgrown hedges along the footway between California Ratepayers Hall and Gorse Ride Estate – the Clerk will ask WDC to clear.

3. Cllr Markham reported the continuing nuisance of litter along the edge of Footpath ? next to the Sports Field.  It was AGREED the Clerk ask Roger Long to clear the path on this occasion only and to write to FPMC to request the litter problem is kept under control in future.
140/2006 – NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY – PART2

The Working Group reported on this project and Cllr Cundy proposed that the Finchampstead Parish Council are in agreement that WDC pursue the development of opportunities of extensive leisure and community facilities, to include the Baptist Church, on the Gorse Ride Site.  AGREED.  The Clerk will write to Keith Burns, Corporate Head of Strategy & Partnerships to inform WDC of the Council’s decision.

141/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed

Thursday 18th May 2006 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead. 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm
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