FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 17TH APRIL 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy, Chairman, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan,

Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Newcombe, S Weeks


Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, J May, K Mayne, I Milne, A Pearce

Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

One Member of the Press
Before starting the meeting, Cllr Cundy asked for a minute’s silence to mark the recent deaths of Mollie Harle (ex Clerk to the Parish Council) and Harry Long (ex Chairman).  

Cllr Cundy announced that following the meeting he would like to mark the resignations of Cllr Mrs Hughes and Ian Milne, both of whom will be greatly missed as Parish Councillors.  Cllr Mrs Hughes was thanked for her many years’ service and her involvement with Keep Mobile, Campaign against Waste and the Older Peoples’ Forum; Cllr Milne for achieving success as Chairman of the Roads & Road Safety Committee and in helping to reduce the speed limits throughout the parish especially in The Village, The Ridges, Wellingtonia Avenue and, currently, Sandhurst Road.
The meeting commenced at 7.42pm.

162/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr G. Markham, G Veitch, R Black

Cllr D. Moore has resigned from the Parish Council.
163/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 20th March 2008, were signed as a true record.  

164/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

110/2008 – MBE Awards

Cllr Mrs Driver advised she is progressing the matter.
110/2008 – Averys Car Park & Parking Spaces in front of shops
The markings have been removed as requested from the car park and the No Entry signs re-fixed and the disabled car parking space re-painted.
110/2008 – Forum – Allotment land

The Clerk has received a letter from the landowner who advised that the Trustees of the land are not able to help in this matter. 

110/2008 – Forum – Finchampstead Road verge

Cllr Mrs Driver confirmed the overgrown shrubs have been trimmed back.
113/2008 – St James Church Building Restoration Fund
To be reported under Finance

114/2008 – Sandhurst Road - Reduction of 50mph Speed Limit to 40mph
The comments ratified at the March Main Council meeting were passed to WBC.  It was agreed that it is important to keep up pressure to eventually reduce the speed limit to 40mph along the whole length of Sandhurst Road.
115/2008 – Committee Procedures
This matter will be discussed at the next Finance Meeting as part of the Standing Orders Review.
116/2008 – Annual Gathering

Cllr Cundy thanked all the councillors for helping to make this event a success, particularly the Committee Chairmen for their reports.  More than 60 people attended and the slide show added extra interest to the proceedings.  It was AGREED that the St James Hall venue had been a good choice and many compliments on the evening have been received.  The Clerk sent a thankyou letter to the Church for the use of their hall.
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117/2008 – Elections – May 1st 2008

The Clerk has been notified of the uncontested election results and the following will form the Parish Council from the next Main Council Meeting.
North Ward – Roger Black, Eric Cox, Christine Driver, Ian Gordon, Kevin Mayne, Lauraine Newcombe, Andrew Pearce. (no vacancies remaining)
South Ward – Stephen Bromley, Wally Chapman, Roland Cundy, Geoff Markham, Jim May, Gordon Veitch, Simon Weeks (1 vacancy)

Lower Wokingham Ward – 2 vacancies
118/2008 – Cycling Strategy – Cllr Kevin Mayne
This will be carried forward and be on the Agenda for the next Main Council meeting on 15th May 2008.

165/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the last meeting held on 27th March - minutes have been distributed and the committee met last night on 16th April.
· 50 Nine Mile Ride – Appeal dismissed but the Planning Committee had had no objections.
· Cemex Application – amendments to the original submission were noted.

· 85 Foxcote – the committee objected on the grounds of size, bulk and mass.
· Amber Lodge, Heath Ride – the committee objected to the conversion of the garage to additional dwelling as it may contravene the limitations of Thames Heath Basin SPA.
At last night’s meeting the committee agreed that enforcement action by WBC is very long winded and decided to monitor actions more closely.
· 409 Finchampstead Road – Cllr Mrs Driver attended the Appeal and spoke on behalf of the committee.  The Inspector’s decision is awaited.
· 451 Finchampstead Road – Appeal dismissed mostly on the grounds of protected trees.

· Sheridan Lodge, Lower Wokingham Road – the committee objected to the application because the garage would be in front of the building line.
New Committee to be formed following May MC meeting – next meeting Thursday 5th June
FINANCE – The committee met on 9th April 2008 and the minutes have been distributed.  In the absence of Cllr Markham who chaired the meeting, Cllr Cundy reported that it was agreed at the meeting that certain items be carried forward to the next Finance meeting after the formation of the new committee in May.  These will be finalisation of the new bank account and signatories; Risk Assessment Policy and Terms of Reference; Standing Orders Review.  At the meeting the committee agreed:-

· an amendment to the Five Year Plan to include an aim to maintain a 20% Reserve but that a specific 3 Year Plan was not essential as large projects will be dealt with as they arise.
· the quote for the maintenance work for the bench area close to the War Memorial be accepted and the Clerk to instruct JDB to proceed.
· the revised quotations from FPMC will be submitted to the committee as soon as available

· the committee agreed to an application from the Village Club Trustees for a grant of £500 to cover cost of insurance, electricity checks and pest control inspections

· the Clerk will obtain a further quotation for insurance before the end of May when the policy is due.
Cllr Cundy also reported that:-

· Mrs Kent’s revised Contract of Employment has been signed by all parties

· Roof renovation work on the bus stop in Barkham Ride will be completed during April

· Cllr Pearce advised the committee that the Wokingham CAB is due to move into new premises in July 08.
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St James Restoration Fund

The committee recommended that the grant of £15K for the St James Restoration Fund be allocated towards costs to improve the future Health & Safety of the building i.e. on installation of Security & Fire Detection systems, re-wiring, levelling floors for disabled access, underfloor heating and paving to enhance the acoustics for public concerts.  Cllr Mayne expressed concern that this was not sufficiently specific and was therefore not a true reflection of the debate before the vote at the last Main Council meeting.  It was finally AGREED that expenditure be limited to the floor levelling, paving and underfloor heating and that estimates for these items be sought from the St James Fund Raising Committee..  The Clerk will advise this Committee of these conditions and that monies will be released on production of copies for relevant invoices when work has been completed.  Cllr Pearce advised that he had intended to point an omission on the Minutes of the March meeting at the beginning of this meeting and wanted it put on the record that his name be minuted as objecting to the sum of £15K as the donation for this project; Cllrs Milne and Mayne also wished their names to be minuted.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE (at 1st April)

£13355.99 earning 1.85%

· CHEQUE LIST APR/08 submitted for approval – 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

New Committee to be formed following May MC meeting and the next meeting agreed for week beginning 7th July 2008.

AMENITIES – Cllr Mrs Driver as Vice Chairman advised the next meeting date has changed to Tuesday 29th April 2008.
· The water bowser has been delivered to Cllr Cundy who is also arranging the baskets ready for all to be installed at California Crossroads by the end of May.  
· The oak parish noticeboards have been treated with preservative by Mr Fruin and at the next Amenities meeting a decision will be made on the location for the next two to be ordered.  
· The Clerk has contacted the Finchampstead Society who welcome the Parish Council’s assistance in re-furbishing the benches by the War Memorial.

New Committee to be formed following May MC meeting and the next meeting agreed for week beginning 30th June 2008.
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman has a copy of the letter of complaint on the muddy conditions of Footpath 10 but has nothing more to report.
New Committee to be formed following May MC meeting and the next meeting agreed for Tuesday 3rd June 2008.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – The last meeting was held on Tuesday 1st April and the Minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Milne thanked Cllr May for standing in as Chairman on the 1st April as he had been unavoidable delayed in London.  Cllr Mayne was thanked for his excellent report to respond to the WBC Cycling Strategy document.  Cllr Mayne will finalise the report and the matter will be fully discussed at the next Main Council meeting.
Sandhurst Road – Reduction from 50 to 40 mph section

Cllr Mayne reported that, following the submission of the Parish Council’s comments the Executive Member has confirmed the decision to reduce the speed limit on the designated section.
New Committee to be formed following May MC meeting and the next meeting agreed for week beginning 9th June 2008
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166/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham was unable to attend the last meeting 
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

The Clerk received a response to the letter written to WBC and was advised that the landscaping of the mound is a Tenants’ Services matter and Heather Richardson will respond in full. 

Cllr Pearce attended the meeting held 15th April 2008 and his report was distributed.  
FABNAG REPORT
Cllr Pearce’s report of the meeting held on 9th April 2008 was distributed and highlighted that sub groups for Litter Problems and Speeding have been set up.  Borough Cllr Stanton is also setting up another group to cover adult anti social behaviour.
WDALC REPORT

Cllrs Cundy and Cox attended the meeting on 10th April and Cllr Cox reported that attendance was much higher than at the last.  The new Chief Executive, Susan Law, addressed the meeting with particular reference to the new Vision being developed at WBC and how important the town and parish council contributions and involvement are for the future.  Cllr Cundy suggested to the WDALC Chairman that the meetings could become more effective if his report was written and distributed in advance and questions could be asked if relevant at the meeting.  The format for the District/Parish Conference will be revised and a proposal to split the Conference into 3 separate subject groups would be a way forward for better collaboration with WBC in a more forceful way.
VILLAGE YOUTH REPORT 
No  report submitted.
CLERK’S REPORT
· Yateley Town Council have asked if there is any progress on the Allotment land from Cemex – informed that Amenities will discuss at their next meeting on 29th April
· NS&I Account - the Clerk has checked that the interest earned on sums in excess of £100K  stays the same but no further monies can be deposited into this account.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

167/2008 - Correspondence

1. Letter from Trustees of Washington Fields that they would not consider the use of the land as allotments at the moment. - noted
2. Mrs Suzanne Sach’s letter of resignation from the Parish Council – read out by Cllr Cundy
3. 1st Finchampstead Scout Group – invitation to AGM on 14th May at Finchbase, California Country Park at 7.45pm. - noted
4. Arborfield & Newland Parish Council – Invitation to 60th Anniversary celebration on Saturday 3rd May 2008 at the Royal British Legion Hall, Eversley Road, staring at 10.30am. - noted
5. ARC AGM– invitation for 12th May 2008 12-2, Community Centre, 35 Reading Road. - noted
6. Letter of complaint on the muddy conditions on Footpath 9 from the Memorial Park up to the Church.- passed to Footpaths Committee
7. Invitation from the Army Presentation Team at the Town Hall, Reading Weds. 28th May, 6.30pm - noted
8. WBC – Anti Social Behaviour Task Group to be set up – Parish Councils invited to send in their observations by 15th May 2008. - noted
9. Community Council for Berkshire – invitation to become a member at £30 per annum- noted
10. WBC – out of hours Stray Dog Service – changes to responsibilities from police to local borough council. - noted
11. Invitation to attend a ‘Quids In’ Event from the Commission for Rural Communities in London – 23rd April, 10.30 – 3.30.  To cover the financial needs of rural communities- noted
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Correspondence passed to Committees

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.
Forum

168/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 15th May 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm. 

Forthcoming Meetings List distributed – changes to dates to be noted.
The meeting closed at  9.05 pm     
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