FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 21st DECEMBER 

AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD

FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 
Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman




Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs S Sach




Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, J Dewhurst, J May, I Milne, S Weeks




4 members of the public




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

The meeting commenced at 7.40 pm

428/2006 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Mrs P Hughes, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs L Vass, Mrs S Hall, G Veitch, A Pearce

429/2006 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 16th November 2006 were signed as a true record; the Minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 29th November 2006 were amended to show Cllr Mrs Sach’ apologies and then signed as a true record

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Cllr Cundy then closed the meeting at 7.50 pm to allow the  members of the public to address the council on their concerns on the proposed change to allow through access along Gorse Ride North and South, as shown on the plans for the Baptist Church Centre.

The meeting re-opened at 8.15pm and the members of the public left the meeting.

430/2006 - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

341/2006 – New Community Facility, Gorse Ride North

Separate Agenda item

370/2006 – Parish Newsletter
Committee Chairmen are reminded their contributions should be ready for the Main Council meeting in January 2007.

370/2006 – District Parish Conference
The Clerk distributed the WDC proposals for the new format for communications between WDC and town & parish councils.  This will be on the January Main Council agenda for the council to agree their comments for submission by the deadline date – 31st January 2006.

371/2006 – Financial Regulations
the Clerk has distributed the revised document and Cllr Cox proposed formal acceptance, seconded by Cllr Markham and APPROVED by the council.

371/2006 Fuel Allotment Grant

The Clerk withdrew £600 as agreed at the November Main Council meeting and this sum has been distributed by the sub committee to the approved recipients.  Several thank you letters and cards have been received.

371/2006 – Standing Orders
The Clerk will distribute the revised Orders at the January Main Council meeting.

373/2006 – Area Youth
30 Christmas cards, made by the Youth Group in support of the Children In Need charity were purchased by the parish council, to be used for the Fuel Allotment distribution. 
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431/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meeting held on 22 November 2006 have been distributed and Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that:-

347 Finchampstead Road – Appeal lodged.
Ryeish Green School – proposed closure – the committee had no comments to forward

The committee have passed their objections for the applications for Summerlea in Park Lane (F/2006/8021) on the grounds of development in the Green Wedge; for The Nook, Lwr Wokingham Road (F/20069158) as development to be in front of the building line and out of keeping.
The committee also met on the 14th December 2006 and the minutes will be distributed when completed.  Items of note are

Lower Sandhurst Road – the committee are mindful of the development and the Enforcement Officer at WDC will monitor activities.  Cllr Weeks reported his meeting with the owner who is fully aware of planning regulations and unauthorised use of the land.

Pine Lodge, Lwr Wokingham Road, (F/2005/6206) Appeal – The parish objections were sent to the Inspector and the appeal was dismissed.
The committee also objected to the Neighbouring Parish planning application for land at Pinecopse, Nine Mile Ride (F/2006/7938) for a change of use to allow 19 mobile homes on Road safety concerns, out of keeping with countryside and within the Thames Basin Heath.
FINANCE

Rides Associaton - Cllr Cox confirmed that the Association have an outstanding amount of £860 on the first loan and £4996 on the second and in the light of their imminent cessation as a charity the council must decide on what action can be taken.  This will be further discussed under Agenda Item 5.  

Scouts Loan - Cllr Cox also confirmed that the Loan Document for the Scouts has been prepared but has not been signed by either party.

Precept 07-08 - Amenities, Footpaths and Road & Road Safety Committees have met and prepared their budgets for submission to the Finance Committee Precept meeting on 31st January 2007.  Cllr Cox reported that, if the Precept is higher than £100K it will be necessary to prepare a leaflet for distribution to the residents.  Cllr Cundy advises the precept may exceed this figure if the council decided to substantially support the new Centre and/or the library facility there.  The precept deadline is 22nd February 2007 and the FPC precept will be agreed at Finance and recommended to the Main Council on February 15th 2007 for approval.

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£90,652.35 earning 3.4%

HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£46,037.61 as at 1st Dec. 06

CHEQUE LIST DEC/06 submitted for approval and Cllr Cox advised the cheque for £198 for Sunshine Contractors should be paid from the remainder of the Field Maintenance budget, of which £1000 remains.  The organ repair at St James cost £40K and the council previously approved a donation of £3K as shown on the cheque list.  Cllr Cox proposed approval of the cheque list – APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES – last met on 29th November 2006 and the minutes have been distributed.  
Welcome Pack - The Clerk is sourcing the  remainder of the literature and the committee will make up sufficient packs for distribution to the local surgeries early in the New Year.
Allotments - no further progress and both Cllrs Markham and Weeks will progress with Cemex and WDC.

Noticeboards - the two new boards have been delivered and will be installed early in the New Year.

Paddling Pool - Chris Buggy of the Countryside Service submitted a report to the committee and the facility will be open for a longer period in 2007 and proposes a small admission charge for children to use the pool.  The committee agreed to maintain the £5K donation towards its running costs next summer.
Proposed Library - Cllr Markham is waiting confirmation of building and stocking costs from WDC.
Old Horse Pump – the committee proposes renovation of the pump to make it an attractive feature and Cllr Chapman advised the committee to speak to Mr Charlie Fennell who knows its history.
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FOOTPATHS – last met on 21st November 2006 and the minutes have been distributed.  
Cllr Chapman further reported that he has not received agreement from Cemex to erect the horse barrier and that two items of equipment have been sent for maintenance.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – met on 19th December and the minutes will be distributed in due course.  Cllr Milne reported that progress is very slow on the project for the lights at Averys Car Park and WDC are expecting further quotes from SEC for the other options.  It is unlikely the 06-07 budget will be spent by the end of March but the committee agreed to precept the same sum of money for 07-08.  

The VAS sign in Finchampstead Road, close to Barkham Ride, has proved ineffective in reducing traffic speed and WDC will install it at the entry point into The Village from Fleet Hill next year.

Cllr Weeks advised that the police do not have speed guns available for general use and the training will instead be given on the portable SID equipment early in January 2007.  

432/2006 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – met on 13th December 2006 but no minutes have been sent.

MULTI AGENCY GROUP – no recent meeting.  Cllr Mrs Hughes and Roland Cundy judged the Christmas Lights competition on 19th December 2006 and awarded prizes for the best displays.

CLERK’S REPORT

· The new Grant Application Forms with a covering letter have been sent to all organisations that have previously received donations.  Completed forms should be returned by mid January in readiness for the Finance meeting on 31st January 2007

· The new Electoral Roll has been received and the Clerk confirmed there are 4520 households and 9440 electors registered in Finchampstead.

· FPC Minutes for the years 1960 – 2001 have been sent for safe keeping to the Berkshire Records Office.  Some years will need binding at a cost of £59 per volume.

433/2006 – RIDES UPDATE

Cllr Cundy reported he and the Clerk attended a meeting between the Association, Bar & Social Club Members and Keith Burns, WDC.  No insolvency practitioner was willing to undertake the winding up procedure because of the low sums involved and Karen Grainger, Treasurer of the Rides Associaton and Cllr Cundy were preparing the figures, listing assets for valuation and arranging gas meter readings.

In total, the Bar has a debt of £14K and the Association £8K and neither bank account has significant funds.  The one employee will qualify for a redundancy payment and the field contractor has submitted a quotation of £3K for maintaining the field until the end of March and the invoice for the 2nd & 3rd quarter’s rent is unpaid.  WDC have agreed a £5K sum to be banked to allow the Association to pay some creditors and to enable the hall to remain open in the short term and WDC will negotiate with the Treasurer to pay the ongoing utility bills.  There will be some future income from the football clubs and other hall users and sale of the projector and cooler.  The newly installed kitchen may also prove saleable.

Cllr Cundy confirmed to Keith Burns that the surrender of the lease remains based on the stated conditions until full planning permission is granted to the Baptist Church.  WDC are likely install a temporary building (which may utilise the kitchen) for current hall and field users and these could form the pavilion for the future.  Cllr Cundy advised the council that the District Council are taking the right course of action to achieve a smooth changeover and a further meeting between the parties will be held in the New Year.

The councillors are mindful of the local objections to the proposal to remove the barrier between Gorse Ride South and North to make it a through road.  The recent consultation held by the Baptist Church was intended to involve Finchampstead residents and the District Council will also be holding a consultation at the Rides Centre at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 17th January 2007.
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434/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. Letter of resignation from Cllr John Dewhurst – Cllr Cundy expressed the parish council’s thanks for Cllr Dewhurst’s many years’ service to the council and as a memento, presented a Coral Bark Maple.

2. Thank you letter received from Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan for her birthday bouquet

3. Invitation for Chairman from Eversley Sports Association – Tuesday 9th January 2007

4. Mid & West Berkshire Countryside Local Access Forum (member District Cllr Simon Weeks) – Annual Report and request for more members of the Forum 

5. Wokingham Biodiversity Forum – Questionnaire – pass to Cllr Chapman 

6. WDC – Future District Parish Communication Arrangements – proposal from District Parish Working Group for individual parish/town councils’ consideration.  Deadline for response is 31st  January 2007 in readiness for the group’s next meeting on 15th February 2007.

7. WDC – Consultation on proposed changes to Social Care Services
8. Thames Valley Police – Local Policing – re PCSO briefings – 24th January 2007 7.15pm at Banbury

9. Thank you letters from  Gorse Ride Infant School, NMR Primary School, Finchampstead CofE school, St Mary & St John’s Church, Baptist Church

10. Letters of support were received from several District Councillors confirming their support for the library facility at the new Centre and Cllr Cundy welcomed their involvement.

11. Cllr Cundy read out the thank you letters from recipients of the Fuel Allotment distribution.

Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE

· Alan Harland – Internal Audit Services

· Receipt from Village Youth Project for £2447.12

· Zurich Municipal – amended policy

· SPISE – subscription renewal

· Grant Application forms for Keep Mobile; W’ham Volunteer Centre; SE Berks Gang Show; CAB; Relate; W’ham Job Support

· SEC – 2007 rates (then pass to R&RS)

AMENITIES

· MICE – thanks for donation and request the decision to cease support next year be reviewed.

· NFPA – Membership renewal

· Keep Mobile – 2007 Programme of Events

· NPFA - newsletter

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc
· Christmas cards received from WDC, Countryside Service, J&J Coles, Thames Valley Police, Village Youth Project, Thames Valley Adventure Playground, Wokingham CAB

· Market Towns Review

· Blackwater Valley News Winter 06-07 – several copies

· SPISE newsletters
435/2006 – FORUM

Cllr Weeks advised the council of several items

· Nine Mile Ride Primary School have come 1st in the recently published tables for schools in the District and Finchampstead C of E School were 2nd.  The councillors agreed this was a great achievement and the Clerk will write to the Head Teachers to congratulate the staff and pupils.
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· Nine Mile Ride Primary School have applied for an entertainment licence which will be discussed at the Licensing Committee meeting on 8th January and there has been some local objections to the application.

· The police report a spate of burglaries in Finchampstead 
· Travellers are reported to have camped on land behind Travis Perkins on Nine Mile Ride

436/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thurs. 18th January 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm

The meeting closed at 9.20 pm
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