


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE HELD AT 7.30PM ON TUESDAY 21ST OCTOBER 2003 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr E Cox (Chairman)



Cllrs G Markham, W Chapman, Mrs C Driver,



Mrs L Newcombe, A Jackson



Mrs L Vass joined the meeting after discussion on Standing Orders



Cllr R Cundy sat in on the meeting

A review of the Parish Council’s Standing Orders took place, as advised by the Council’s Internal Auditor, taking into account a number of suggestions and proposals put forward by Councillors and to update the situation relating to the new Code of Conduct for Parish Councils. This concluded at 8.27pm.
297/2003. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

No apologies for absence.

298/2003. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 30 July 2003 were signed as a true record.

299/2003. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No.223/2003 – Parish Bank Accounts
Cllr Cox reported the following balances:

National Savings

£60K earning 2.8% interest
Halifax Asset Reserve

£16K earning 1.05% interest

Based on last year’s expenditure, further cheques to the end of the year may amount to around £28K.  Cllr Cox therefore sought Committee approval to arrange the transfer of £15K from the National Savings A/C in November, giving three months notice to withdraw for payment of expenditure by the end of the financial year, without loss of interest. AGREED.

Min No.223/2003 – Risk Assessment

The District Council has indicated that it is not prepared to take over the responsibility of the bus shelters at present.

Footpath Warden – Cllr Chapman is due to review his insurance policy.

The Clerk will press the Litter Warden for sight of his insurance policy.

It was agreed that the Risk Assessment Sub-Committee reconvenes in November and it was noted that this Committee arranges to meeting once annually in November from then on. The Sports Club and the regular hall users cannot hear the Clerk’s office alarm bell and this is being investigated.

Min No.223/2003 – Outstanding Loans
The Rides C A loan repayment to the sum of £1468.75 has been received.  The California Association cheque is expected shortly.  Cllr Cox reported the state of each loan:
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California Association

Adding 2% interest and assuming this year’s annual payment, the sum outstanding = £6694.

Rides CA

Adding 2% interest and with this year’s received payment, the sum outstanding = £9880.

Cllr Cox sought approval to RECOMMEND TO MAIN COUNCIL that a sum equal to the sum currently paid by each organisation is waived by the Parish Council, in accordance with each loan agreement and in line with previous years under the term of each loan. AGREED. The Clerk will then update the loan statements in respect of each organisation.

Cllrs Cundy and Mrs Newcombe declared an interest in respect of this item.

Min No.223/2003 – Youth Project
The Clerk has spoken to Richard Ferguson of Youth and Community who confirmed that the staffing level is currently consistent to requirements.  It as therefore AGREED TO RECOMMEND that payment of the second half of the budget of £5K (£2500) for the Villages Youth Project is paid.

300/2003. STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT FOR THE SECOND QUARTER OF THE FINANCIAL YEAR

The Statement of Account to the end of September 2003, was submitted as at Appendices A and B. the review anticipated an underspend as follows:
General Contingency


£2K

Roads Committee


£3K

Casual Election


£3K

With an increase in expenditure in administration etc. it is anticipated that this would be reduced to £5K underspent in all.

California Country Park Paddling Pool costs – the Clerk was asked to request from Mr C Buggy, WDC details of  pool costs this summer taking into account the additional car parking fees gained from such a good summer.

301/2003. TO DISCUSS THE REVIEW OF THE CLERK’S CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT 

The Clerk’s contract was reviewed to bring it into line with recommended terms as issued by NALC and the SLCC, applicable from 1 April 2003.
Recommended changes:

1. Salary increased from £7560 to £9072pa being the pro rata rate for the top spinal point 33 applicable to parish population LC3 of £10-15K and backdated to 1 April 2003.

2. Overtime rate based on 726 basic hours increased from £10.80 to £12.50 per hour and backdated to 1 April 2003.

3. Clause 5 modified by adding after “Clerk” – “however you are entitled to become a pensionable employee by joining the Local Government Pension Scheme” and deleting the “contracting out” sentence.

4. Clause 6 modified by confirming 12 days pa normal holiday entitlement but adding “one extra day after 5 years service and a further extra day after 7 years service”.
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5. Clause 6 also modified by increasing sickness entitlement from 2 to 3 months on full pay and a further 3 months on half pay.

6. Clause 7 on payment of a gratuity at the discretion of the Parish Council, based on years of service, to be re-drafted and submitted for approval at a later date, when pension possibilities have been further investigated.

Cllr Cox to submit the above recommendations to the Parish Council for approval. AGREED.
302/2003. TO CONSIDER TENDERS IN RESPECT OF THE PROPOSED REFURBISHMENT OF THE YOUTH ROOM AT THE RIDES COMMUNITY CENTRE

The Clerk reported that despite requests, only two tenders have so far been received.  Mark Beach, Village Youth is seeking at least one further tender.  It was AGREED that tenders are considered at the next Main Council meeting.

303/2003. CORRESPONDENCE

Wokingham and District Salvation Army – appeal for funding to support their Charity Christmas Celebration. Proposed by Cllr Mrs Driver, seconded by Cllr Jackson and unanimously agreed to pay a donation of £100.
6th Finchampstead Brownies – appeal for funding for pack holiday uniforms. Proposed by Cllr Markham, seconded by Cllr Mrs Vass and unanimously agreed to pay a contribution of £200.

3rd Finchampstead Girl Guides – appeal for funding for a trangia stove.  It was agreed to donate £57 for the stove and a bottle of fuel.
Keep Mobile – appeal for a grant towards the costs of providing the service in Finchampstead to the sum of £2750.  To be referred to the Amenities Committee for consideration.

Thames Valley Air Paramedics – appeal for funding next year.  To be considered at the Precept meeting.

Community Council for Berks – subscription of £125.  Proposed to accept this by Cllr Markham, seconded by Cllr Mrs Driver and unanimously agreed to subscribe to the CCB.

Quote for new Jubilee Tree from the Pudding Lane Nursery – Cllr Mrs Driver presented a quote for £104 for a 12-14ft high oak tree plus £30 for planting costs.  It was agreed to accept this quote and the Clerk will contact the Nursery to order the same and leave the planting to a time when they consider it suitable.


304/2003. ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Cllr Cox is reviewing specimen Financial Regulations making them relevant to this Parish, with a view to recommending that they be adopted by the Parish Council.

305/2003. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Finance Precept Meeting - Tuesday 13 January 2004 at 7.30pm in the California Ratepayers Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.45pm.
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