FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 15th FEBRUARY 2007
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT: 

Cllr G Markham, Vice-Chairman, chairing the meeting in Cllr Cundy’s absence.



Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs S Sach, Mrs L Vass



Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, J May, I Milne, A Pearce, S Weeks




District Cllr A Ross




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

55/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, R Cundy, G Veitch, 
56/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 18th January 2007 were signed as a true record

57/2007 - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

14/2007 – Standing Orders
The Clerk distributed the revised Standing Orders
17/2007 – RIDES UPDATE 
The Clerk has received correspondence from Clifton Ingram concerning the existing lease for the land at Gorse Ride.  This will be carried forward to the March Main Council meeting after clarification on the outstanding issues for the New Community Centre.
18/2007 – D/P CONFERENCE – WDC PROPOSALS

The Clerk wrote to Paul Turrell at WDC in response to the proposals for the future of the Conference.
19/2007 – NEWSLETTER – CONTRIBUTIONS FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

In the absence of Cllr Cundy, this will be carried forward to March Main Council meeting.
The Clerk has obtained distribution costs from the mailing house used by WDC and has received the database of households in Finchampstead.
20/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

Planning committee has prepared their contribution and the other committees are working on their sections.
22/2007 – Elderly Care in Wokingham District
The Clerk wrote to Andrew Mackay and the Secretary of State for Health, Rt Hon. Patricia Hewitt on the proposed WDC changes for elderly care (copied to Doug Patterson).  Andrew Mackay forwarded the email to District Cllr Debbie Lewis who has emailed to suggest a meeting to discuss our concerns.  Cllr Mrs Vass attended the recent roadshow and reported that 85% currently supported will be unaffected by the changes.  Cllr Weeks advised that the eligibility criteria for Critical, Substantial and Moderate will alter so that the Critical section will be enlarged to include more from the Substantial sector and that the voluntary bodies have asked the changes be phased in gradually.
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58/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meeting held on 24th January 2007 have been distributed and Cllr Mrs Newcombe advised the following points:-
1. Inchcape Garage – the illuminated sign will require a retrospective planning application

2. Appeals – 396 Finchampstead Road (F/2006/8552) – 1.8 m fence and gates –retrospective application.  The Clerk’s Assistant submitted the committee’s objections as ‘being out of keeping’ for the deadline
3. Thames Basin Heath (TBH) – the committee have requested WDC to confirm its current position on this matter.

4. Finchampstead Society’s application (A/2006/9101) for the erection of a board has been refused by WDC as having an adverse impact on sensitive rural area.  The Clerk’s Assistant will write to confirm the committee’s support for the use of the board to warn about the land selling scam.

5. Applications
F/2006/9485 – Lower Wokingham Road – demolition of 3 houses and erection of 6 dwellings.  The committee objected on the grounds of TBH, road safety, garages in front of the building line and out of keeping.

F/2007/0134 – 9 Ravenswood Avenue – objections to the proposed side extension as overdevelopment of site

TP/2006/9513 – New Mill Restaurant – change of use of land for temporary permission to station 2 mobile homes – objections on the grounds of TBH
6. Decisions
F/2006/9081 – 436 Finchampstead Road.  Application for 2 storey extension, no objections by the committee but refused by WDC as the building would remove the characteristic gap between dwelling and side boundary

F/2006/9305 – Landmark, Jubilee Road – application for replacement dwelling.  The committee had no objections to the building but had concerns about safety of the access.  WDC refused on the grounds of design, siting and height of the building.
FINANCE - Cllr Cox reported that the committee met on 31st January 2007 and the minutes have been distributed together with Appendices A1 and A2.  Cllr Cox confirmed the Rides Association have an outstanding debt of £6869 and the committee hope this will be reimbursed either by sale of assets or by reimbursement by WDC.
Appendix A2 – Donations
The committee recommended donations to organisations as shown on Appendix A2 amounting to £5560.  19 of the 24 had submitted Grant Application forms that comply with the parish council’s Donations Policy and although most were in line with previous years’ donations, some requested less funding.  Since the meeting, a further application form from the Older Peoples Forum has been received requesting £200 for set up costs.  Cllr Cox proposed acceptance of these sums – AGREED UNANIMOUSLY

There are sufficient monies left in this year’s precept to grant further donations, if agreed by the council, upon receipt of the application form.  The Finance Committee recommended that the same amounts go forward to the next financial year 07-08.
Appendix A1 – 3rd Quarter & Year End Estimate
The Finance Chairman and the Clerk presented the estimates to the Precept meeting and Cllr Cox confirmed there will be an underspend of £35K in 06-07 mainly due to the Scouts £20K loan, Parish Project £5K, Car Park lights £2750, Election costs £3K and Youth Project £3.5K.

The committee proposed the 07-08 Budget with an expenditure of £168510 and by taking £68K from Reserves and allowing for bank interest of £3.4K, the precept could remain at £97K.  This would result in a levy of £17.17 on a Band D property, up from £17.16 for the current year. 
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The council discussed the Finance Committee’s recommendation to precept £20K towards the new community facility and a further £20K for the proposed new library facility at the centre.  It was AGREED it is important to support this new project and to be involved in the Management structure in the future.  The detail of when and where the council’s donation will be spent will be determined by the council during 07-08 and be subject to the objectives already agreed.
Cllr Weeks proposed approval of the 07-08 Precept, seconded by Cllr Mrs Vass and AGREED UNANIMOUSLY.
Cllr Cox reported that the committee recommended Mr Alan Harland be appointed as the council’s Internal Auditor – AGREED.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£90,652.35 earning 4.2%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£18815.50 as at 1st February 2007 
· CHEQUE LIST FEB/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
The next meeting of Finance is Weds 25th April 2007

AMENITIES – met on Weds 7th February 2007 and the minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Markham reported that:-
1. Welcome Packs – the committee and the Clerk assembled 100 packs and Cllr Mrs Driver was thanked for distributing them to the doctors’ surgeries and the churches.  
2. Allotments – Derek Wiseman of Cemex has contacted Cllr Markham to discuss the issues of lease, rents, size of plot and soil profiles.  Cllr Weeks reminded the council that planning permission for allotments would be required and that he will progress the alternative site of WDC land.  The Clerk will obtain information from the National Allotment Society.
3. Noticeboards – the Clerk has received kits to remove the locks from the new boards.  The next two will be located at the Memorial Hall and at Kiln Ride.
4. Old Water Pump – Cllr Markham will speak to Charlie Fennel and John Fruin about its restoration.
FOOTPATHS – Next meeting Tuesday 27th February, 8.00pm
Cllr Chapman reported that the recent gales caused some damage and debris that the warden is clearing; WDC have been told about the trees down on FP 26. Some complaints have been received about the muddy state of some of the paths and the committee will discuss remedial work that can be done during the summer.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – next meeting Tuesday 6th March 2007 at 7.30pm
Cllr Milne reported he attended the Highways Consultative Board meeting where it had been recommended to the Executive that the speed limit on Wellingtonia Avenue should be lowered to 50mph.  Traffic Regulation Orders have been issued for the reduction in speed limits on Fleet Hill and Jubilee Road.  WDC propose a Puffin Crossing across the Finchampstead Road close to the California Ratepayers Hall and this will go ahead before the end of March 2007.  Cllr Mrs Driver asked about the speed gun training and Cllr Weeks will progress.  
59/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – met on 14th February but no report received.
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

The Clerk received the Minutes of the last meeting held on 16th January 2007 and emailed to councillors.  The next meeting is on 20th February 2007 – Cllr Weeks will attend if possible.
VILLAGES YOUTH MONTHLY REPORT
Louise Morris’  report distributed
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CLERK’S REPORT

A reminder that, due to Cllr John Dewhurst’s resignation, there are vacancies on
CPRE – Cllr Mrs Newcombe volunteered
BIODIVERSITY FORUM – Cllr G Veitch volunteered
FUEL ALLOTMENT 
The Clerk will send out letters of invitation to the Annual Gathering on 28th March and asked for details of anyone that councillors would like to invite to attend. 
60/2007 - NEW FINCHAMPSTEAD BAPTIST CENTRE, GORSE RIDE – Cllr Simon Weeks
A second public meeting was held on 7th February to discuss the proposed solutions for access to the new Centre which was again attended by more than 100 local residents.. Neither of the two options illustrated by Keith Burns, WDC allow through access between Gorse Rides North and South.  The option originally preferred by the petitioners (two separate accesses into two separate parking areas) was deemed to be inefficient use of space.  The option with two separate accesses into two separate parking areas divided by bollards that could be raised at specific times was recommended by WDC and finally agreed by the majority of those present.  Cllr Weeks reported that the meeting had been very positive and now that the issue of Gorse Ride North and South has been resolved, the residents were in favour of the project overall.  Planning permission is likely to be submitted by the end of February and the £4.2 million project would commence when permission is granted.
61/2007 – CORRESPONDENCE 
1. Post Office Network Consultation – Government Consultation – deadline 8th March 2007.  It was AGREED it is important to maintain the small local post offices and Cllr Markham will submit the council’s comments on the dTi website for the deadline.
2. WDC – Revised Model Code of Conduct for Local Authority Members.  To be held in the office.
3. WDALC – Thursday 1st March 2007: Agenda and Minutes of last meeting - noted
4. Letter of Application for Councillor vacancy – Roger Black – copies circulated.  Mr Black has accepted an invitation to attend the next council meeting on 15th March.

5. School Governor vacancies – Gorse Ride Infant & Junior Schools - noted
6. Enjoy England Celebration – Monday 23rd April 2007 – guide to taking part.  It was AGREED it is too late to organise an event for this year but should be discussed by the Council in Oct/Nov for the 2008 celebrations.
7. Fuel Allotment - Thank you letter 

Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES
1. Audit Commission – Appointment of External Auditor 

2. NALC – Review of Quality Town & Parish Council Scheme

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc
62/2007 – FORUM

· Cllr Cox advised that St James’ Church have started a Restoration Fund and the Finance Committee discussed their request for funding and it was agreed to advise them that their request would be considered for the following year’s precept i.e. 08-09
· Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that car selling is still a problem at the property in Barkham Ride despite an Enforcement Order on the owner.  Cllr Weeks advised that the police have been informed.
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ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Cllr Markham invited District Cllr Ross to address the meeting.
63/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thurs. 15th March 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.
ANNUAL GATHERING 28TH MARCH 2007, 8.PM AT California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 9.25 pm
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