FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 21ST FEBRUARY 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman


Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan

Cllrs Mrs S Sach, W Chapman, E Cox, J May, D Moore, 

Cllrs I Milne (arr. 7.40pm), K Mayne, (arr. 8.00pm)




Rev. R Warden, P Arscott, St James Church





Rev. G Robinson, Baptist Church





Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
65/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Mrs Newcombe, G Veitch, R Black, S Weeks
66/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 17TH January 2008 and the Special Main Council Meeting on 30th January 2008, were signed as a true record.  
67/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

13/2008 – Newsletter
Karen Jordan has confirmed some non deliveries and will waive the £200 distribution cost in lieu.
Cllr Cundy will deliver to Burnmoor Meadow and Longwater Road.

13/2008 – Amended Code Of Conduct
The DVD ‘The Code Uncovered’ has been received and is to be circulated among councillors as there are certain changes regarding personal, financial and prejudicial interests that all members must be aware.
13/2008 – Flooding in Reading Road/Park Lane
Carried forward to next meeting
13/2008 – MBE Awards
Carried forward to next meeting
13/2008 – Fuel Allotment

The Clerk wrote to thank the Wokingham Lions for their additional gifts of groceries, distributed with the Fuel Allotment. Two further letters of thanks have been sent and Cllr Cundy read them to the council.
13/2008 – Averys Car Park, parking space markings
Cllr Milne reported that the Clerk has received an email from WBC to confirm that the necessary work will be completed within 14 days.
16/2008 – Appointment Of Internal Auditor
The Internal Auditor visited the Parish Office on 5th February 2008 to undertake the audit.  Cllr Mrs Sach will report under Finance on his comments.
18/2008 – ‘No Cold Calling Zones’ & Crime Reduction
See Cllr Pearce’s FABNAG report
19/2008 – Correspondence - Dept of Communities & Local Govt: Consultation
Cllr Markham read the report and there is nothing of note to report t the council.
Cllr Cundy closed the meeting at 7.45pm to allow representatives of the churches to address the councillors.  The meeting was re-opened at 8.15 pm.
68/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING –The committee last met on 13th February 2008 and was chaired by Cllr Veitch but in his absence, Cllr Cundy will report on the minutes that have been distributed.  
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· New Community Centre - The committee agreed a letter expressing its extreme disappointment on WBC’s refusal of the application for the Caretaker’s House should be sent as it would obviously be of benefit to the whole scheme and provide the necessary security at the site.

· The committee also agreed to write to the Head of Planning expressing once again its disappointment on Lambda Cottage being allowed and to ask that the replacement dwelling for Rubec Cottage be monitored more closely to prevent a similar situation occurring.
· 91 Kiln Ride - the committee objected to the proposal of 4 new detached dwellings.

· It was noted that there were differences of opinion of the parish and borough councils on four planning applications.

· Greyhound Pub redevelopment – Cllr Cundy received a letter from a neighbour to the site who is concerned on the access changes.
FINANCE – Cllr Mrs Sach reported on the Minutes distributed on the Precept meeting on 30th January 2008 that have been distributed.  Please amend error on page10 in the para. FPMC Grant Application ‘have received one grant for £15K’ should read ‘have received one quote for £15K’
· FPMC Grant Application - The Clerk has distributed copies of this application and there is a copy of the proposed layout available tonight.  It was AGREED that, in principle, the council would support the renovation work but will require up to date quotations for the work before agreeing the sum to be granted.
· The committee discussed other small requests and AGREED to make further grants of £200 each to WVC and Relate Berkshire and a grant of £200 to the SE Berks Gang Show for new costumes.
Cllr Mrs Sach commented on the draft end year accounts and the precept for 2008-09 to those councillors unable to be present at the Special Main Council meeting on 30th January.  The Precept of £97618 remains virtually the same for a further year as there is a surplus of reserves due to the large projects not proceeding as expected.  A full set of complete accounts for 07-08 will be distributed as soon as possible after year end.

The committee discussed that in the future, 20% of planned annual expenditure be kept in reserve and it was agreed that the next Finance meeting should include a discussion on a Reserves Policy.

In view of the continuing delays of the Scouts Project, the committee agreed to remove this from the precept and the Scout Group has been advised to re-apply in the future.

The application from the Me2 charity will be discussed at the next Finance Meeting.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£98590.08 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£30529.53 earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST FEB/08 submitted for approval – 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
AMENITIES - Cllr Markham reported on matters since the last meeting
· Leaflet dispensers – Cllr Cundy will continue to negotiate with the Finchampstead Road surgery 
· The Clerk has received a quotation for replacement of the bus shelter roof and will check the guarantee – to be discussed at the next Amenities meeting.

· The water bowser is still to be collected for storage at Cllr Cundy’s house

Next meeting 27th February 2008

FOOTPATHS –  Cllr Chapman advised that there has been a delay with the implementation of the new Bridleway, Wick Hill due to three local objections.  The next meeting is on Thursday 13th March 2008
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Milne reported on the meeting held on 6th February 2008 – minutes distributed.
· New Mill Road/Park Lane junction with Reading Road – the local residents have nominated a single point of contact to liaise with Cllr Weeks and WBC

· The 5 Year Plan was agreed at the last meeting

· The committee agreed with the proposed safety improvements at California Crossroads

Since the meeting, other matters have arisen:-

· Waverley Way – the proposal for speed humps has been amended to speed cushions and it was AGREED to concur with these amendments.

· Cllr Black advised by email that the disabled space at California Crossroads has been mis-used but the local shop owner will ensure the space is kept clear in future.

· WBC – proposal for a new Bus Stop in Finchampstead Road will be discussed at the next Roads meeting to be held on 23rd April.

70/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – next meeting 5th March 2008
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Cllr Pearce attended the 12 noon meeting which was not quorate and it was agreed that this is an inconvenient time for many residents.
FABNAG REPORT
Cllr Pearce’s report distributed 

· Cold Calling Zone – the members did not think this measure was required but Cllr Markham advised this will be discussed further at the next Amenities Meeting.
· SID Insurance – police insurance covers this if helpers are accompanied by a PC or PCSO
CLERK’S REPORT

· Projector purchased and Cllr Black will train the Clerk and Assistant in its use.  Cllr Black’s screen will be installed in the small meeting room at California Ratepayers Hall
· Dangerous Trees on Sandhurst Road – Lee Garner, the Tree Officer has confirmed notices have been sent to the landowners to take action.

· The Clerk attended the Clerks Meeting held at Shute End to introduce the new Chief Executive, Susan Law.  Mrs Holloway reported that Ms Law is very keen to improve on the communications between the borough and parishes.  To this end, both she and other officers will visit as invited all parishes to discuss particular concerns.  The Clerks were asked to encourage their councillors to consider attending the revitalised D/P Conference which should be driven by the parishes and towns.  Therefore their suggestions on the content of the meeting should be forwarded to the Working Group.  Cllrs Cundy and Cox will liaise and pass comments to the Working Group.
· The Clerk and the Assistant attended a SLCC meeting on 11th February at which there were several speakers with an emphasis on Training and Development.

· Have reported the vandalised telephone kiosk to BT who will investigate and repair.

71/2008 – ANNUAL GATHERING PREPARATION – 8 pm, WEDS. 26TH MARCH 2008 AT ST JAMES CHURCH CENTRE

It was agreed that the new projector be used on the evening to show photographs of the area and activities supported by the council.  Cllr Mrs Driver confirmed that the hall has display boards for the reports.  The Chairs of Committees are to prepare their reports for the meeting and there will be a Dress Rehearsal at the next Main Council meeting on 20th March.
72/2008 – COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE
Cllr Cundy thanked Rev Robinson for attending the meeting and, on behalf of the council, is encouraged that matters are progressing, albeit more slowly than originally planned and re-iterated the parish council support for the project. 
20
73/2008 – ST JAMES CHURCH BUILDING RESTORATION FUND
Following the submission by Rev. Warden it was AGREED to put a revised Resolution on the Agenda for the next Main Council meeting on 20th March 2008.  The Clerk will send a Grant Application Form for completion by that date.
74/2008 - Correspondence

1. WBC – Recruitment of additional non town/parish member to Standards Committee noted
2. WBC – Housing Strategy Stakeholder Conference  - 19th March 08, 9am – 2pm @ Sindlesham Court – Cllr Mrs Driver to attend
3. WBC – Departmental Re-structuring - noted
4. WBC – new Bus stop, Barkham Ride near Finchampstead roundabout – to be passed to the Roads Committee
5. Community Council for Berkshire – Village Shops in Berkshire – want contact details (?Data Protection Act)
6. Louise Morris – Area Youth Meetings – Weds 12th March 2008 – Cllr Cundy to attend
7. Eversley Sports Association – request for logo – Clerk to send
8. WBC Mayor’s invitation to Spring Civic Reception Dinner – Sat 29th March 2008 – Cllr & Mrs Cundy to attend
9. WVC – moved to the Ritz Plaza, Denton Road – opening function 26th Feb 12-2 – Cllr Mrs Hughes to attend
10. Wokingham Borough Community Conference – Friday 7th March 2008 9.30 – 3.30.  To discuss Community priorities and the State of Wokingham Borough – 2 delegates.

11. SLCC Regional Conference – Blue Mountain Golf Club – Tuesday 15th April 08 – Clerks and Councillors (3 for £115) – Planning Jigsaw & the Planning Portal; Financial Management; Working Relationships between clerk & Council; Clerk to attend
12. 2 more thankyou letters for Fuel Allotment  - noted
Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE

· WBC – Precept 2008-09 to be paid in 3 instalments

R&RS

· Email from Dave Halley – re No entry signs and car parking lines outside shops at Cal. Crossroads and removal of extraneous lines and markings for old Mobile Library

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WBC – various agendas etc
Forum

1. Cllr Miss Vaughan Morgan advised that a local landowner may be interested in selling some land for allotment use and the Clerk will write to enquire. (Miss Caroline Washington, 42 Greenfield Gardens, London, NW2 1HX 0208 209 0065).  
2. Cllr Mrs Hughes – the Older Peoples Forum will be discussing the new transport arrangements and if any councillors have any comments to please pass them to her

3. Cllr Mrs Driver reported the verge between Finchampstead Road and the service road is very overgrown and the Clerk will report to WBC

75/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 20th March 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.   The meeting closed at  9.55 pm     
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