FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSE COMMITTEE

HELD AT 7.30 PM, WEDNESDAY 11th JUNE 2008 AT CALIFORNIA HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS _________________________________________________________________

PRESENT:  

Cllrs G Markham, Chairman, Mrs L Newcombe, Vice Chairman
Cllrs W Chapman, S Bromley, A Pearce, K Mayne, R Cundy (arr. 7.35)


The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

241/2008 – APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Cllrs E Cox, S Weeks
Cllr Bromley was proposed as a co-opted member of the committee for the year 2008-09 by Cllr Cundy and seconded by Cllr Markham – AGREED unanimously.  
242/2008 – MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the Meetings held on 9th April and 15th May 2008 were signed as a true record.
243/2008 – MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 141/2008 – Barkham Ride Bus Stop

PK Installations completed the work, removed all the debris and the cheque has been posted.
141/2008 – Risk Assessment Working Group Report – War Memorial Bench

JDB have been instructed to proceed.
141/2008 – Grant Request – FPMC

Still waiting for re-quotes
141/2008 - Major Project Review - Baptist Church Community Centre & Library
All approved and due to start work in September 2008
146/2008 – Insurance Policy

The Clerk did not receive the renewal notice from Zurich Muncipal Insurance until a few days before the due date and was unable to obtain comparative quotes.  The renewal premium of £1640.23 was approved and a cheque signed which will be shown on the JUN/08 Cheque List at the next Main Council meeting.  The Clerk will investigate alternative insurers during the August recess and it was AGREED that cover for use of the SID monitoring device be included if at all possible.  This matter will be discussed in full at the next Roads & Road Safety Meeting.

147/2008 – Review of Grant Policy

The Clerk has made the amendments to the Policy which is shown on the reverse of the Application Form.  It was AGREED that the clause be further amended to state

‘that if the grant requested is for a substantial amount i.e. greater than £5000, the applicant should initially attend a Finance Meeting to inform the committee in greater detail.’
244/2008/ ANNUAL RETURN 2007-08 - Approval of Risk Management Policy and Terms of Reference
The amended documents for the Terms of Reference and Risk Management Policy were APPROVED by the Committee and will be submitted to the next Main Council meeting for ratification on 19th June and for inclusion with the Annual Return.
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245/2008/ ANNUAL RETURN 2007-08 - Approval of Annual Accounts 2007-08

The Clerk distributed the prepared documents as approved by the Internal Auditor.  The Committee discussed the Accounts which were approved with the amendment that the recently approved Grant to the St James Restoration Fund is shown as an Earmarked Reserve on the Balance Sheet.  
The required changes will be made by the Clerk and Internal Auditor and the Annual Accounts will be presented to Main Council on 19th June 2008 for full approval by the Council.

246/2008/ ANNUAL RETURN 2007-08 - Approval of Annual Governance Statement 2007-08

This is also subject the changes above and will be presented to Main Council on 19th June 2008 for full approval by the Council.
247/2008 - GRANT APPLICATION – FINCHAMPSTEAD YOUTH GROUP SOUTH AFRICA TRIP 2008
The committee discussed the group’s application and it is minuted that they fully support the excellent efforts being made by Louise Morris as Youth Worker in the Finchampstead parish.  The presentation made to Main Council in May, and the subsequent DVD the group have produced, demonstrate the amount of effort being made both by the Village Youth Project and the young people involved.  The committee noted that the total cost of the project is quite high but the long term benefits to the local community when the young people return will be significant, particularly at the new Community Centre in Gorse Ride.  The application for £1500 was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

It was AGREED that the Parish Council should be more pro-active in publicising the work they do and support made to local groups such as the Village Youth Project.  Therefore, the Group will be invited to the next Main Council meeting to formally receive the grant and be asked to return in the Autumn with a presentation on the trip and its ongoing benefits.
248/2008 – ROYAL BOROUGH OF WINDSOR & MAIDENHEAD (RBWM) PENSION FUND – POLICY STATEMENT TO BE APPROVED AND PUBLISHED BY FPC.
RBWM require an approved Policy Statement from all member councils and the template policy provided has been read previously by Cllr Markham and Cllr Mrs Newcombe.  They recommend acceptance of the document as it conforms with PART A Formulation of Policy in accordance with Regulation 66 of the Local Government Pension Scheme (Administration) Regulations 2007 (as amended) Regulations 12, 13, 18, 30; PART B Formulation of Policy in accordance with further discretions under the Local Government Pension Scheme (Administration) Regulations 2007 (as amended) Regulations 16, 22, 25, 83, 57(5)(c); PART C Formulation of policy with regard to Regulation 5 of the Local Government Pension Scheme Regulations (Benefits, Membership and Contributions) Regulations 2007 (as amended) Regulation 5; PART D Formulation of policy with regard to Regulation 9 of the Local Government Pension Scheme (Transitional Provisions) Regulations 1997.  The committee APPROVED in full and Cllr Markham signed the document as Finance Chair of FPC.  The Clerk will return a copy of the signed document to RBWM.
249/2008 – BANK ACCOUNT SIGNATORIES
The committee AGREED that the four signatories on the new Alliance and Leicester Bank will be Cllrs G Markham, Mrs L Newcombe, R Cundy and Cllr Mrs Driver if she is agreeable to the proposal.  The Clerk will obtain the necessary application form and advise the signatories of the required identity proof to be submitted to the bank.
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250/2008 – INCOME & EXPENDITURE REVIEW 2008-09 (April & May)

The Clerk presented the I&E and Nominal Ledger Reports to the members which were discussed and the contents noted.  It was agreed that the Clerk supply the I&E Report on a quarterly basis to all members of FPC but that the quarterly Nominal Ledger Reports showing the full details of expenditure to the Finance Chair, Vice-Chair for each Finance Meeting.  
251/2008 – Correspondence & Forum

Correspondence

· Wokingham United Charities Trust requesting a grant – the Clerk has copied the letter to Cllr Veitch, the FPC representative on the Trust and sent an application form.
Forum
No subjects brought forward.
252/2008 – DATE OF NEXT MEETING
7.30 pm, Thursday 2nd October 2008, California Ratepayers Hall
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