


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON TUESDAY 21st FEBRUARY 2006 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllrs W Chapman, Chairman, S Weeks, Vice Chairman
Cllrs Mrs C Driver, J Dewhurst, G Markham, G Veitch

Cllr R Cundy

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway



John Alexander, Footpath Warden
79/2005. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr I Milne, Mark Morris, PROW
80/2005. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 13TH December 2005 were signed as a true record.  

81/2005. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No: 412/2005 – Proposed Bridleway (26) from Spring Gardens, up Wick Hill

The Clerk has spoken to Rebecca Walkeley who advises this matter is postponed indefinitely until work has been completed on the legal issues with regard to RUPPS and BOATS.
Min No: 412/2005 – Footpath 8 - Primrose Cottage hedging 

This will be monitored over the coming months.
Min 412/2005 – Footpath 20 - Drift Lane to Ambarrow Lane
No further information.
Min 412/2005 – Footpath Map

The Clerk has new supplies of the map and Cllr Weeks confirmed he can obtain more as required.

Min 412/2005 – FP17A & 49 – Blackwater Valley Partnership

Cllr Weeks has discussed this with the Partnership who have carried out some maintenance in the past but it was AGREED that the footpath and bridleway are the responsibility of the District and Parish Councils.  Future work will be included in the maintenance programme.
Min No.412/2005 – PROW Network 
The questionnaire on footpath use was completed and returned by Cllr Chapman and there will be a meeting at Dinton Pastures in the next few weeks to discuss the replies from all the town/parish councils and other organisations.
Cllr Veitch remarked that it is very noticeable that the condition of footpaths in neighbouring parishes is poor in comparison with Finchampstead’s system. Agreed.

Cllr Weeks will attend the next meeting of the Local Countryside Access Forum and report to the next meeting.

Min 412/2005 – RUPPS

The Clerk has been informed that the Amendment is to be considered in the House of Lords on 27th Februrary and will be law following other procedures and final Royal Assent.  WDC believe the situation will be clarified by March/April 2006.
Min 413/2005 – Precept 06-07

The Footpaths budget for 2006-2007 has been approved by Main Council.  
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Min 415/2005 Footpath 16  
No further action required.
Min 415/2005 Footpath 6 
Work completed.
Cllr Chapman reported he is meeting the landowner on 22nd February to discuss the proposed diversion of the footpath.  The committee AGREED that this may be detrimental to users as fine views would be blocked by re-routing around the coppice of trees.  Cllr Chapman will report back following the meeting.

Min 415/2005 Footpath 5&6 
To be carried forward

82/2005 – FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT 

The Warden has purchased the Stihl hedge cutter and it is a valuable addition to his machinery.  Equipment is being inspected and maintained in accordance with the Risk Assessment policy.  The Warden confirmed he does not use the lawnmower but it was AGREED to retain the mower for possible future use.  
John Alexander reported he has removed dead tree limbs and continues to maintain the footpaths.
83/2005 – CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

Bridleway 26

Cllr Weeks reported complaints received from neighbouring properties to Wishing Well Cottage whose sewage system occasionally overflows, spilling treated sewage onto the path which then flows down the path.  Further down the path, the problem is exacerbated  by poor drainage pipes and ditches which makes conditions muddy.
Mark Morris indicated that he will investigate clearing the ditches from Goose Green to Hollybush Lane.
Cllr Veitch reported overhanging branches on a sweet chestnut and the Warden will investigate and report.
Footpath 4 – White Horse Lane- Park Lane

John Alexander reported that the abandoned vehicle has been removed but a wide track has been created which may lead to future mis-use.  It was AGREED that obstacles should be erected at either end to prevent problems with vehicles being able to use the path.  The Clerk is to contact Chris Buggy to arrange and Cllr Chapman will follow up.
Footpath/Bridleway 17a
Cllr Weeks reported a resident’s complaint about cyclists using the footpath, not the Bridleway.  Signs have been erected but removed and will be replaced by the Blackwater Valley Partnership.

Footpath 33
Cllr Cundy reported timber being removed which has caused damage to the top end of the footpath – this will be investigated.

Footpath Walks

The Clerk has received an email concerning walks and this will be forwarded to Cllr Weeks for action.

Simon’s Wood
Cllr Cox asked the committee to consider signage of routes through the woods.  Cllr Dewhurst will raise the issue at the next National Trust local committee meeting and Cllr Weeks will put up markers in appropriate places.
84/2005. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

8.00pm, 16 May 2006 California Ratepayers Hall 

The meeting closed at 9.03 pm
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