FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE 

HELD AT 8.00PM ON WEDNESDAY 28TH NOVEMBER 2007

IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT: 
Cllrs W Chapman, R Cundy, Mrs C Driver

Cllrs G Veitch, R Black
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

434/2007 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs S Weeks, G Markham, J May
435/2007 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 27th September 2007 were signed as a true record.  

436/2007 MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min 341/2006 – RUPPS

Kiln Ride Extension designation is still to be finalised.
Min No: 341/2007 – Footpath 10 reparations
Cllr Chapman will speak to Mark Morris to report that the landowner will replace the fence posts and fix securely
Min No: 341/2007 – Footpath 5 – collapsed fence
Cllr Chapman will speak to the landowner.
Min No: 341/2007 – Footpath 33 
It was AGREED that Longwater Lane requires a ‘No Through Road’ sign and additional street name signs at the ‘T’ junction of the lane.  This matter will be referred to the Roads Committee for action.
343/2007 – Bridleway 26 – Change of Designation to Bridleway

Cllr Chapman reported that no objections were received and asked the Clerk to verify all is now complete and what number is to be allocated.

343/2007 – Bridleway 26 – Drainage Improvements

Cllr Chapman reported that he has, as yet, been unable to contact one of the householders. Matter to be carried forward.
344/2007 - Bridleway 11
Cllr Chapman reported that WBC is re-surfacing the bridleway.
344/2007 - Footpath 9
Cllr Chapman met the landowners of High Barn to discuss the fence line between their property and the footpath.  A compromise was reached and agreed to align the fence with the old barbed wire marks on the boundary trees.  
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437/2007 - FOOTPATH WARDEN’S REPORT 

John Alexander reported that he continues the regular clearance and that 
Bridleway 4
Collapsed fence – Action for the Clerk to write to the landowner of Greenacres Farm to request reparation.

Footpath 6&8 
Muddy patch at junction

Footpath 8
Primrose Cottage hedge requires trimming again and the Clerk will ask Mark Morris to contact the owner.

Footpath 20
Cllr Veitch reported a low hanging branch and the warden will inspect.

Strimmer
In for service.

Mr Alexander left the meeting at 8.40 pm.
438/2007 – REVIEW OF 2007-08 BUDGET

The Clerk distributed the Income & Expenditure Reports for the Footpaths Budget.  Expenditure on the Warden Costs and the Contingency budgets will be spent by the end of the year.  There are no foreseen expenditure for new equipment and the maintenance budget will be underspent.  The committee AGREED that the underspent monies could purchase additional scalpings if required.
439/2007 – PRECEPT FOR 2008-09 BUDGET

It was AGREED that, in recognition of the warden’s work and that there was no pay increase last year, the quarterly remuneration be raised to £625.  This equates to the hourly pay for the Litter Warden.  By reducing the Maintenance Budget but keeping other items at the same level, the overall Precept figure will remain at £4250


08-09
07-08
   

Warden Costs
2500
(2250)

Equipment Purchase
500
(500)

Equipment Maintenance
750
(1000)

Contingency – Footpaths
500
(500)

4250
(4250)
440/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM
Correspondence

Bridleway 49 & Footpath 17a
The committee discussed the recent correspondence that, taken together with the resident’s original concerns, did necessitate some action.  Cllr Veitch reported that Bracknell Forest Borough Council have recently renewed their section of the bridleway surface to a suitable standard.  Although the parish council are not responsible for the maintenance or signage of the PROW and therefore have no insurance liability, the committee agreed that improvement of the footpath and bridleway was desirable.  The safety issues raised by the resident whereby there are potential hazards of cyclists and pedestrians colliding when cyclists use the footpath rather than the bridleway were also discussed.

The Clerk will write to WBC to register the parish concerns and to ascertain whether the responsibility for reparations lies with the borough, the Country Park, Cemex or as a joint concern.  In view of the potential safety hazards, the WBC could undertake a risk assessment and to consider a dual purpose designation.  This matter will be on the Agenda for the next meeting.
The Clerk will also respond to the resident’s email on these discussions.
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Forum
No other matters were brought forward.
441/2007 - DATE OF NEXT MEETING

8.00pm, Thursday 13th March 2008 California Ratepayers Hall 

The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
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