


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FOOTPATHS COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON TUESDAY 24TH FEBRUARY 2004 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr W Chapman (Chairman)



Cllrs Mrs C Driver, I Milne, G Markham,



G Veitch, S Weeks



Cllr R Cundy joined the meeting at 8.05pm



The Clerk – Mrs C Cole



The new Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

64/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs J Dewhurst and G Cockroft.

65/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 9 December 2004, were signed as a true record.

66/2004. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No.354/2003 – Bridleway 34

There has been no response to the enquiry about the barbed wire on top of the fence along the path.  The Clerk will contact G Barnwell, WDC.

Min No.354/2003 – FPs 6 and 10 Rectory Farm

Cllr Chapman confirmed that two kissing gates have been installed on FPs 6 and 10.  The gates are disabled friendly.  Cllr Chapman reported that a payment of £50 each from the Footpaths Budget had been given to Mr Alexander and Mr Aked for their assistance in this installation.  Cllr Mrs Driver wished to record a vote of thanks to these gentlemen and Cllr Chapman for their work on these gates.  Cllr Markham voiced concern for remaining lumps of concrete left from the previous stiles, but these were in fact thought to be old wooden standing blocks and their removal will be looked into.

Min No.357/2004 – kissing gate at FP33

Cllr Chapman reported that the District Council had installed a new gate to replace the steep stile on FP33 where the path crosses Longwater Road.  A landowner had complained about this and was referred to the District Council, although this was not followed up.

Min No.354/2003 – FP28 Reading Road

No sign has as yet been installed.

Min No.355/2003 – Footpath Equipment

The equipment has recently been serviced and an invoice for £86.36 for this, has been paid.

Min No.357/2003 – Bridleway 26 Wick Hill

The overhanging tree has now been removed.

Min No.357/2003 – Bridleway from Spring Gardens, up Wick Hill

This matter is still with the District Council’s Legal Section and has not as yet been classified.
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Min N.354/2003 – FP52

Cllr Markham confirmed that this path has now been re-opened.

67/2004. REPORT ON FOOTPATH WARDEN’S DUTIES

No report. Duties included points covered in Matters Arising.

68/200. CORRESPONDENCE AND COMMITTEE FORUM

No correspondence to consider.

Greenacres Farm, Nine Mile Ride
It was agreed that litter has become a problem around the path across Greenacres Farm.  The landowner is abroad and cannot be contacted.  It was agreed that the Clerk makes a complaint to G Barnwell, WDC to get the problem dealt with and also to report the loose fence along FP5.

FP52, Moorgreen Lake

Cllr Weeks confirmed that Hants County Council are due to widen the path and make alterations to Moulsham bridge to build up the sides with concrete in order that the bridge may be used with pushchairs and wheelchairs.

Recent Horse Riding Accident at BW11, The Gallops

Cllr Veitch reported that the rider involved is well. There had been no further comment from the landowner.

Replacement Gate at The Gallops

The landowner, Mr Bishop has asked the Parish Council to fund the installation of a gate at the Warren Lane end of The Gallops on BW11, (anticipated cost £80).  After discussion it was agreed to include the installation of an equestrian gate in the list of work to be carried out in the Parish.  The Clerk to inform Mr Bishop of this.

FP10 at its junction with FP9 the Church Path

Cllr Chapman reported that the path is badly eroded at this point. This is on the list of work to be carried out with the District Council, to build up the path with hoggin and scalpings.

New Kissing Gates

It was agreed that three more kissing gates are needed at the following locations:

FP8 off the track at Primrose Cottage

FP13 by Longwater Road and FP13 by Cricket Hill

The District Council currently holds one gate belonging to the Parish Council.  Cllr Chapman will order a further two from WDC.

Fly Tipping

Cllr Veitch confirmed that a fridge and a bath remains dumped off Goose Green, Wick Hill.  The Clerk will again press the District Council to clear it.  It was also reported that 20-30 black plastic sacks have been dumped near the junction of Heath Ride with Hollybush Ride and that an old inflatable dinghy remains dumped on National Trust land near Heath Pool.
Footpath map at Simons Wood Car Park

This map had been vandalised and the Clerk has arranged for a new Perspex cover to be delivered to replace the damaged one.  The map itself needs replacing and Cllr Weeks volunteered to organise this.

69/2004. DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 11 May 2004 at 8.00pm in the California Ratepayers Hall.

The meeting closed at 8.50pm
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