FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 18th JANUARY 2007
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice-Chairman



Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan; Mrs P Hughes, Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe 




Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, J May, I Milne, G Veitch, Mrs S Sach (arr. 7.40pm)




Cllr Mrs L Vass (arr. 7.50pm)




Angus Ross, Chairman, WDC & District Cllr Rob Stanton




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

Prior to the meeting opening, Cllr Cundy thanked District Cllrs Ross & Stanton for attending the meeting and invited them to address the council.

The meeting opened at 8.00 pm

12/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs A Pearce, S Weeks.
13/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 21ST December 2006 were signed as a true record

14/2007 - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

430/2007 – New Community Facility, Gorse Ride North

Separate Agenda item

430/2007 – Parish Newsletter
Separate Agenda item

430/2007 – District Parish Conference
Separate Agenda item

430/2007 Fuel Allotment Grant

The Clerk has received the receipts from the Fuel Allotment Committee 
430/2007 – Standing Orders
The Clerk will distribute the revised Orders at the February Main Council meeting.

15/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meeting held on 9th January 2007 are not yet available but Appendices A&B have been distributed.  In summary, Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported 

· The Enforcement Officer will investigate the illuminated signs at Inchcape Garage

· Oaktree Day Nursery, 13 Nine Mile Ride – FPC had no objections but the Appeal was dismissed as the carriageway is deemed to narrow to allow cars to pass.
· 235 Nine Mile Ride – gone to Appeal.  FPC objected on the grounds of overdevelopment of the site and Thames Basin Heath restrictions.
· 6&7 The Village, land rear of – erection of two dwellings has gone to Appeal.  FPC objected on the grounds of size, bulk, massing and detrimental to the street scene. 
· A demolition order has been served on the owners of Lambda Cottage that should have been demolished after completion of the new dwelling.
· New applications:

a) 61/65/67 Kiln Ride – two outline applications from Charles Church Developers for 9 or 19 dwellings.  The committee objected to both applications on the grounds of overdevelopment, road safety and Thames Basin Heath restrictions.
b) Kingfishers Covert, Hollybush Ride – proposed garage conversion to habitable room and erection of new detached garage.  The committee objected to the site of the proposed new garage.
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· Decisions
WDC refused permission for

a) Summerleigh, Park Lane (F/2007/8021) – FPC objections on green wedge development.  WDC refused on location and design would compromise countryside and road access.
b) 17 The Lea (F/2007/9105) – FPC no objections, but WDC refused as overbearing on neighbouring property.

c) The Nook, Lower Wokingham road (F/2007/9158) – FPC objected as to be built in front of building line and out of keeping.  WDC refused as detrimental impact to the character of the area.

FINANCE - Cllr Cox reported that the
· Rides Association - Cllr Cox confirmed that the Association have an outstanding amount of £860 on the first loan and £4996 on the second and the first repayment of £1K due in December 2007 on the second loan has not been paid.  The Association also owe for two quarters rent totalling £675.  (Also to be discussed as a separate Agenda item)
· Field Maintenance Grant - Of the precepted £10500, there is £1740 remaining.  Cllr Cundy proposed that the Clerk write to Keith Burns at WDC to ask if they will undertake the costs for future maintenance of the football pitches and that the parish council could contribute the remaining £1740 to future invoices from the contractor.  The proposal was seconded by Cllr Markham - AGREED 
· Precept Meeting - 31st January 2007 – Cllr Cox reported that the estimated expenditure for 07-08 will be over £100K as in 06-07 but by using reserves the Precept can be kept under £100K and thus avoid printing leaflets for distribution to residents, explaining the costs.  As from April 2007, this limit will be raised to £140K.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£90,652.35 earning 4.2%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£34,382.42 as at 28th  Dec. 06

· CHEQUE LIST JAN/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY, with the exception of the cheque for the Rides Association for £1740.00 following the decision made earlier.
AMENITIES – Next meeting Weds 7th February, 8.00pm
· Welcome Packs - will be collated before the meeting starts and members of the committee are requested to arrive at 7.00pm

· Allotments – Cemex have yet to respond to Cllr Markham’s email

· Noticeboards – the 2 new boards are now installed.  The Clerk will request two kits from the manufacturer so that free access is available for all who wish to put up notices.  Cllr Markham requested that those councillors, who update the boards, keep them up to date and remove old notices and commercial adverts.

· Library facility at the Baptist Community Centre – detailed costs have been requested from Chris Hamilton.

· The committee wished to refurbish the old water pump and this will be discussed at the next meeting.
FOOTPATHS – Next meeting Tuesday 27th February, 8.00pm
· Yesterday’s storm had caused some damage but as far as Cllr Chapman is aware the footpaths are clear but asked councillors to report damage they find.
· Cllr Mrs Sach reported a fence down on the Broughton side of Footpath 4 – Cllr Chapman will ask the warden to investigate.

· Wick Hill Lane – Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan requested extra signs for the exit onto Nine Mile Ride and the committee will discuss this at the next meeting.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – met on 19th December and since the minutes have been distributed, Cllr Milne could report that the proposed Traffic Orders have been published to reduce speeds along The Village & Fleet Hill and on Jubilee Road
R&RS next meet on Tuesday 6th March 2007 at 7.30pm
16/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – met on 13th December 2007 and Cllr Markham reported from the Minutes that the accounts now show a small surplus.  The proposed new storage facility has received planning permission.
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION

Meeting held on Tuesday 16th January 2007 and Cllr Mrs Vass reported that the group remain focused on their ambitions to improve the estate and the recent Community Art Project would become a permanent art display.  Cllrs Cundy and Mrs Hughes judged the Christmas lights competition and noted that the gardens and public areas are much tidier and mostly free of litter.  District Cllr Stanton reported that the tenants have been supplied with new litter bins.
CLERK’S REPORT

· The Clerk has been informed that Miss Van Hoboken died recently at the age of 107 ¾ and the funeral will be held next week.
· The Clerk will attend the Town & Parish Clerks’ Seminar on Friday 26th Jan organised by WDC
· The Clerk will attend the SLCC Conference for Practitioners at Stoke on Trent on 2nd & 3rd March 2007 

· Louise Morris emailed to ask permission for the mobile youth van to visit Finchampstead Park on Thursday 15th February 11-3 for various youth activities.  The Clerk has asked the Chairman of FPMC for their agreement and this was given
17/2007 – RIDES UPDATE - Rides Association next meet on Monday 22nd January 2007
Cllr Cundy confirmed that in total the Association have debts totalling £20K, although there is still some income from hall users and the footballers.  The Association must complete their accounts to reach a zero balance to satisfy the Charities Commission.  WDC have made a payment into the Association’s bank account to pay immediate creditors and have undertaken to pay utility bills to keep the hall open.  Keith Burns will a propose financial solution within 2 weeks
New Community Facility – see notes on Appendix B
Cllr Cundy reported that the public meeting held by WDC at the Rides Hall the previous evening had been attended by more than 150 residents.  The proceedings had been very well handled by Keith Burns and it was AGREED the Clerk will write to Keith Burns to congratulate him for his chairing the meeting so well.  The options for road access to the new centre will be passed back to WDC for evaluation and a final proposal prepared.  Further public meetings will be held over the next few weeks and these will be advertised in the press, website and parish Noticeboards.  Cllr Cundy thanked the Clerk for taking notes during the meeting and preparing them in time for tonight’s meeting. 
18/2007 – D/P CONFERENCE – WDC PROPOSALS
The proposals were discussed in full and the councillors AGREED that the best form of communication with the District were individual meetings with the Chief Executive and/or other senior officers.  The idea of regional clusters is too rigid but, if certain projects affected several parishes, there would be merit in holding specific ‘Study Groups’ e.g. new Secondary School in the south.  District Cllr Stanton agreed to report back to the Chief Executive the parish comments.
19/2007 – NEWSLETTER – CONTRIBUTIONS FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN
Contributions received from Amenities, Finance & Planning and Cllr Milne confirmed the R&RS contribution will be updated.  Cllrs Cundy, Markham and the Clerk will produce a draft layout for approval to the Next Main Council meeting in February.  
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20/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007
The Planning Committee have prepared their contribution; Cllr Cox has prepared a draft to be discussed at the Finance Committee’s next meeting and all other Committees will have this on their next Agendas.

21/2007 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. Cllr Cundy reported that Cllr Simon Weeks will be off sick for several weeks, following a recent operation
2. Cllr Sharon Hall submitted her resignation caused by continued higher education studies demanding more of her time.
3. Fuel Allotment – thank you cards - noted
4. Farming & Wildlife Advisory Group – offer of membership to support farmland conservation in Finchampstead – passed to Amenities
5. WDC – Spring in2 Action – 2007 Sports Programme for 5-16 year olds – information from WDC on 0118 974 6254 or email sportsdevelopment@wokingham.gov.uk  - passed to Cllr Mrs Driver for the magazine article.
6. WDC – Veteran Tree Project - noted
7. WDC – Notices to advertise a Traffic Order to reduce speed limit from 60mph to 50 mph on The Village and Fleet Hill – deadline for objections is 7th February 2007 – passed to Cllr Milne
8. WDC – Notices to advertise a Traffic Order to reduce speed limit from 60mph to 40 mph on Finchampstead and Jubilee Road – deadline for objections is 7th February 2007 – passed to Cllr Milne
9. Earley Town Council – letter from Town Mayor David Chopping on the proposed new Borough Status for Wokingham District Council – noted
10. Gorse Ride Residents Association – thank you to Cllrs Cundy and Mrs Hughes for judging the Christmas lights competition.
Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE

1. Grant Application forms from WADE; SSAFA; National Trust; Home Start; Berkshire Blind Society; Crowthorne Choral Society; Relate; Wokingham Job Support; 

AMENITIES

1. Harry Stebbing – Noticeboard Confirmation for next 2 boards
2. Blackwater Valley Countryside Strategy 2007-2010
3. Electoral Roll update – for Welcome Pack

4. Thank you letter for the donation towards the Paddling Pool

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc
· Biodiversity Newsletter
22/2007 – FORUM

1
Cllr Mrs Hughes reported the proposed changes to elderly care in the district announced by Doug Patterson, Chief Executive of WDC at a recent meeting.  WDC propose to alter the three categories of need (Critical, Substantial and Moderate) of which only the Critical Needs group would be maintained with greater reliance on voluntary and other sources of support for the remaining groups.  
District Cllr Stanton commented that in view of the budget limits for the next financial year and increased costs due to more elderly residents, the District have to make difficult decisions.  However, he noted the parish concerns and agreed with the Chief Executive’s proposal that the parish councils write to express dissatisfaction with the government’s lack of increased funding to enable the district to maintain services to the elderly at the current level.
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The deadline for comments is 9th February 2007 and it was AGREED to write to the local MP, Andrew Mackay and to the Secretary for Health, Patricia Hewitt.
2
District Cllr Stanton was asked about the Southern Gateway proposals and he reported that several developers’ proposals are being assessed but WDC regard it as very important to maintain public space.  A further consultation will be held in the Spring.
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Cllr Cundy thanked District Cllrs Ross and Stanton for attending the meeting and it was agreed that regular meetings are very important to have a regular exchange of information and ideas.
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

23/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thurs. 15th February 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
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