FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 17th JANUARY 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:

Cllr G Markham, Vice Chairman (chairing the meeting in the absence of Cllr Cundy)

Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Sach, R Black
Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, A Pearce, G Veitch
Louise Morris, Youth Worker, Village Youth Project


Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
11/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs R Cundy,  Miss Vaughan-Morgan, J May, K Mayne, I Milne, D Moore, S Weeks
12/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 20TH December 2007 were amended on page 137, under the Planning Report to read ‘…….now determined by a 5 linear kilometre limit….’  And then signed as a true record.  
13/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

454/2007 – Newsletter
The Clerk has reported the missed deliveries to Burnmoor Moor, Longwater Lane, sections of NMR and Karen Jordan will investigate.
454/2007 – ADOPTION OF AMENDED CODE OF CONDUCT

The Clerk has requested a DVD from the Standards Board.
- pro forma invoice to be paid in advance
454/2007 – Flooding in Reading Road/Park Lane
Cllr Weeks reported he took part in a meeting between concerned residents and WBC officers to address the problems.  Remedial work will be needed on creating a larger culvert and WBC are investigating the methods and relevant costs likely to be several hundred thousand pounds.
Carried forward to next meeting 
454/2007 – MBE Awards
Cllr Mrs Driver will continue to progress this and report to Main Council early next year.
404/2007 – Baptist New Community Centre – Progress Report

The Clerk has received an acknowledgment from Biffa Awards of the letter of support sent earlier this month.
454/2007 – Fuel Allotment

Several cards of thanks received and Cllr Markham read from one.  It was agreed that the recipients very much appreciate the council’s kind thoughts.  It was also AGREED the Clerk will write to thank the Wokingham Lions for their additional gifts of groceries, distributed at the same time.  Cllr Mrs Hughes and Roger Black will finalise distribution this weekend.
454/2007 – FPC representation on outside bodies
The councillors were reminded to submit their ‘job descriptions’ for posts they intend to resign this year.
457/2007 – Funding Opportunities

Cllr Mayne contacted CCB regarding the Rural Towns Initiative to advise the FPC do not want to proceed at this time.
459/2007 – Averys Car Park, parking space markings
Reported to Dave Halley who will make a site visit and report back to the Clerk
The meeting was closed at 7.40pm for ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS and to allow Louise Morris to address the council on the current activities of the Village Youth Project.

The meeting re-opened at 8pm
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14/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the committee met on 3rd January 2008 and the minutes have been distributed.
· Cemex Application - MIN/2007/2622  - the Assistant Clerk sent the committee’s comments to the Eversley parish council as requested.

· The committee were dismayed that WBC have permitted Lambda Cottage to remain as a dwelling in contravention of the original planning conditions.  This sets a precedent and the committee will write to Heather Thwaites to protest against the decision.

· It is also noted that Rubec Cottage is also subject to the same planning conditions but the new dwelling is still under construction and the Planning Committee will monitor progress at the site.
· The committee were also very disappointed that WBC refused the application for the Caretaker’s House for the new Community Centre as the parish commented the area would benefit from the extra security.

· Application CLE/2007/2848 – Amber Lodge, Heath Ride.  The committee had no objections other than the retention of the annexe should always be tied to the main house.
· The sign at Inchcape garage has been switched off and the committee will monitor to ensure the sign is eventually removed.

· On 21 Jan 2008 WBC will hold a Telecommunications Roll Out Programme and any councillor is welcome to attend.  The committee next meet on Wednesday 13TH Feb. 2008
FINANCE –  Cllr Mrs Sach advised that preliminary figures provided by the Clerk show the Year End budgets will be underspent by £17K and it is unlikely that much of the Major Projects funds will be spent by end March.  There are also substantial grant applications and the committee must make some difficult decisions on the various choices.

The Finance Meeting to be held on 30th January  will be followed by a Main Council meeting at 9.30pm with one agenda item – to approve the Precept for 2008-09
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£98590.08 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£ 35794.37earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST JAN/08 submitted for approval – 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
AMENITIES  - Cllr Markham reported on matters since the last meeting
· Leaflet dispensers – is proving successful at Cedar House and Cllr Cundy is progressing the installation at Finchampstead surgery.
· The Clerk has requested quotations for the bus shelter roof.

· The water bowser is still to be collected for storage at Cllr Cundy’s house

Next meeting 27th February 2008

FOOTPATHS –  Cllr Chapman reported that the new Bridleway has been approved by WBC and the notices will be placed on the council’s Noticeboards.  More copies of the Footpath Maps have been passed to the Clerk.  The next meeting is on Thursday 13th March 2008

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Next meeting 6th February 2008

The Clerk has reported potholes to Brian Gilbert at WBC – on the blind bend past the Memorial towards The Ridges; and will report the one opposite Warren Lodge.  There was a recent accident in Dell Road that caused personal injuries.
15/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham’s report was distributed
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MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Next MAG meeting at 12 noon & GRRA meeting 7pm 22 January 2008
FABNAG REPORT
Cllr Markham’s report was distributed
CLERK’S REPORT

· Cllr Black demonstrated his own projector and screen and the committee confirmed approval for the purchase of similar equipment and Cllr Black will organise this.

· Practitioners Conference 2008 – Mrs Kent is not able to attend. 
16/2008 – APPOINTMENT OF INTERNAL AUDITOR
Cllr Mrs Sach proposed the appointment of Mr Alan Harland on the same terms as last year and confirmed his fee is likely to be £450 unless further work is determined.  Cllr Markham seconded and APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
17/2008 – PARISH COUNCIL WEBSITE – SCAM MAIL
Some councillors experience large volume of scam mail through the website and can have their @finchampstead-pc.gov.uk addresses removed.  Those who want to arrange this should contact Cllr Milne to make the necessary changes so that their emails can be re-directed.
18/2008 – ‘NO COLD CALLING ZONES’ & CRIME REDUCTION
Cllr Markham advised this scheme could be of interest to Finchampstead residents as it has been shown to reduce crime, particularly distraction type offences, by 80% and discourages door to door selling.  It was AGREED that Cllr Pearce will raise this issue at the next NAG meeting and report to the next Amenities meeting.
19/2008 - Correspondence

1. BALC – Commission for Rural Communities One Day Conference on Participation Inquiry to strengthen the role of local councillors.  Free of charge event on 31st January Church House, London.  Noted
2. WBC Bridleway Modification Order 2008 - Bridleway 55 from east of Jubilee Road up Wick Hill Lane – Notices to go on boards
3. Berks, Bucks & Oxford Wildlife Trust – Dorothy Morley Awards 2008 - Noted
4. Gorse Ride Junior Wardens – It was agreed to invite the wardens to the Annual Gathering
5. RBS – change of management structure. Noted
6. BALC – handing over administration for Berkshire councils to the CCB who are advertising for a new county executive officer. Noted
7. Dept of Communities & Local Govt: Consultation on orders and regulations relating to the conduct of Local Authority members in England – consultation paper – to be read by Cllr Markham
Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE

· Acknowledgement of Donation for FP 17a from BVCP

· Letter and Accounts from Relate

· TVAP

R&RS

· Waverley Way Traffic Calming – deadline 16th January 2008

· WBC email re sponsored signage 

F/PATHS

· Manor Farm Restoration – to include Bridlepath access – resident’s email
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FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WBC – various agendas etc
· Standards Board Bulletin No 35

· NALC Journal Jan 2008-01-17 Commision for Rural Communities – Empowerment Awards
· AGM – Wokingham District Sorts Council

· DEFRA – ways to tackle climate change leaflet

· Clerks & Councils Direct Jan 08

Forum

· Cllr Black reported that during some historical research he found that M D Wethered & Sons sent a letter dated 9th November 1918 to the parish council.  This granted the parish a triangular piece of land with an oak tree (close to their public house, The Greyhound) to be maintained by the parish in the future.  Further verification would be necessary with the Land Registry and it was assumed this may have been a proposed site for the War Memorial.
· Cllr Mrs Hughes advised a resident reported to her about some police activity at the McCarthy Way entrance but no further information was available.

· Cllr Cox advised the meeting that there has been no action by WBC on the dangerous trees on Sandhurst Road and the Clerk will progress with the Borough Council.

20/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Wednesday 30th January 2008 and Thursday 21st February 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm. 
The meeting closed at 9.10 pm
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