FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30 PM ON 

THURSDAY 13th July 2006 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe,

Cllrs Mrs S Sach, Mrs Lynn Vass, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, W Chapman
Cllrs J May, G Veitch, S Weeks, J Dewhurst (arr. 7.35pm), Cllr I Milne (arr. 7.40pm)
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
Keith Burns, Wokingham District Council

Member of the Press; Sgt Cull, Thames Valley Police; 5 members of the public

227/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs E Cox, Mrs S Hall, A Pearce
228/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 19th June 2006 and the minutes of the Extraordinary Meeting held on 29th June 2006 were both signed as a true record.

229/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

203/2006 – Allotments
Cllr Markham confirmed he will arrange a meeting with Cemex in August with Derek Wiseman and Cllr Weeks.  Cllr Weeks will also investigate the alternative possibility of using the ‘Old Plant Nursery’ land in Longwater Lane owned by WDC.
203/2006 – Secondary School Petition – The Clerk forwarded the petition to the organisers
203/2006 – Barkham PC proposal to change Parish Boundaries
Cllr Markham reported on his recent meeting with Barkham PC who are concerned with the large housing developments being built in the Arborfield Garrison site.  The proposed re-arrangement of the boundaries does not directly concern the Finchampstead Parish Council.
205/2006 – Footpath 9

The Clerk wrote a letter of thanks to Mr McCarthy for cleaning up the footpath.
209/2006 – UKLI – SALE OF LAND

WDC letter confirming implementation of Article 4 on this land.

211/2006 – Finchampstead Design Statement
In the absence of Cllr Pearce, this matter will be carried forward to the next meeting.
Cllr Cundy closed the meeting at 7.43 pm to bring forward the ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME and invited interested parties to speak on the main item on the Agenda.

The Meeting re-opened at 8.00 pm and Cllr Cundy proposed bringing item 5 of the Agenda forward for discussion.  AGREED.

230/2006 – NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY 

Resolution to make a recommendation to agree to surrender the Head Lease between Wokingham District Council and Finchampstead Parish Council for the land at Gorse Ride, subject to a Deed of Surrender which will include the right of first refusal should the Baptist Church proposed re-development not go ahead, and subject to commitments made by WDC at the meeting held at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead, Thursday 29th June 2006.
The councillors discussed the implications of surrendering this Head Lease with WDC.  Cllr Cundy proposed the motion, seconded by Cllr Markham and approved by the members with one abstention.  Cllr Mrs Vass wished her concerns about the methods employed in handling the proposal for the new community facility be minuted.
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Several members of the public left the meeting at 8.08 pm

231/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING – The Minutes of the meeting held on 28th June have been distributed and Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that although the committee do not object to the change of use of Wellington House, their objections will be sent to WDC about the plans for the Paddocks Car Park area, being the committee’s view that green spaces should not disappear as this will spoil the character of the area.  The latest list of Applications is distributed and Cllr Mrs Newcombe pointed out:-
F/2006/7673 – land rear of 6&7 The Village – the committee objected to the new proposal for 2 new dwellings and garage on the grounds of size, bulk and massing, the same objections as for the previous application for 3 bungalows.  Cllr Weeks advised the developer has agreed to reduce the roof line but that the limitations of the Thames Heath basin will apply anyway.  Mrs Kent, the Assistant Clerk, has received information concerning a resident’s enquiry to have the row of houses protected by English Heritage – this will be discussed at the next meeting and the Clerk will advise Mr Mason
FINANCE –  Cllr Mrs Sach reported in Cllr Cox’s absence that the 2005-06 Accounts have been sent and their receipt acknowledged by UHY Hacker Young and the Finance committee next meet on Weds 26th July 2006.
Statement of Accounts
NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£70,652.35 earning 3.85%

HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT
£ 45951.83 earning 1.3% (at 20.05.06)

The Cheque List at Appx A – CHQ/JUN&JUL06 is submitted for approval. – APPROVED
Cllr Mrs Sach also asked for approval for necessary expenditure for Salaries and other August payments which will amount to no more that £5K - APPROVED
AMENITIES – Cllr Markham advised that, in addition to the Allotments minuted above, that he and the Footpaths Chairman have agreed with the Footpath Warden that he will clear litter from Footpath 9 on a monthly basis for an additional £10 per month.  AGREED.  

Cllr Mrs Driver proposed the Clerk write to both wardens and thank them for their hard work that make Finchampstead a more pleasant place to enjoy.  The members agreed with Cllr Mrs Sach that the money spent on the wardens is a very effective use of the precept.

The next Amenities meeting is on Tuesday 29th August 2006 
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman reported that the tree has been cleared from Footpath 4 and that Mark Morris of the Countryside Service has sent a schedule of work to include writing to the owners of Primrose Cottage re hedge pruning; ditch clearance along Bridleway 26; confirmation that the WDC will not install a horse gate to the entrance of Bridleway 49.  The Clerk reported that the Footpath Warden has cleared the nettles from Footpaths 5, 33 and 41.  The next Footpaths meeting is on 6th September 2006

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Milne reported that since the last meeting there has been 2 serious accidents requiring drivers to be hospitalised.
1. Sandhurst Road – new Caisters resident being struck by a speeding car coming over the brow of the hill – both cars written off.

2. Ridges/Dell Road Junction – a further accident at the black spot where a car overturned and driver and 3 passengers slightly injured.
The 5 Speed Petitions are continuing through the system at WDC but no actions agreed. 

The next Roads and Road Safety  meeting is on 1st August 2006 
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232/2006 - OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – Cllr Markham’s report distributed and further reported that the Village Fete held on 8th July was very successful and raised approx. £4500.  Cllr Markham advised that the Sports Club’s proposal for an additional storage building is necessary but as the Memorial Park is an attractive facility, care must be taken about the aesthetics of the building too.  
RIDES ASSOCIATION – no recent meeting to discuss.
Multi Agency Group – Cllr Mrs Driver attended the meeting on 11th July 2006 and her report is distributed and the Clerk has received the official Minutes of meeting held on 30th May.  Cllr Mrs Driver remarked on the hard work and dedication by Claire Denham to improve the area.
Clerk’s Report 
· Standing Orders (Amended June 2004) – to be reviewed – this will be an item on the Agenda for the Main Council meeting in September 2006
· Mr K Dawe, 19 Cricket Hill – letter of complaint re damage to fence – Cllr Weeks confirmed this has been resolved.
· FPMC – requesting Parish assistance in pruning trees on The Village verge – the Clerk advised that as land is owned by WDC, they are responsible for the trees.

233/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. Cemex – Plans for extension of Quarry, west of Longwater, Finchampstead – Cllr Veitch expressed concerns for the proposed continuance of use of the overhead conveyor belt into the Eversley works and the matter will be discussed when the Planning Application is received.
2. Lord Lt. Berkshire Office – Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service – passed to Cllr Mrs Driver who will report at the September Main Council meeting.
3. Clifton Ingram – letter of acknowledgement - noted
4. Standards Board July 06 issue - noted
5. Wokingham Job Support AGM – 19th July 2006 8.00 pm - noted
6. Wokingham District Voluntary sector Forum Community Lunch – 18 July 2006 12-2 – Cllr Mrs Hughes will advise the Clerk if she can attend.
7. Gorse Ride Residents Association – ‘Gorse Ride in Bloom’ competition - £250 prize money requested as a donation.  It was AGREED to contribute to a maximum of £250 towards the Prize Money.  Cllr Mrs Driver and the Clerk were nominated to judge the competition on 29th July 1-3 pm

8. California Football Club – request for donation – passed to Finance
9. Louise Daw/Douglas Bader Foundation - Request for donation - – passed to Finance
10. WDC – Angus Ross, Chairman – Invitation to Charity Golf Day in aid of the Air Ambulance charity – Fri. 29th Sept 06 – Teams of 4 golfers @ £250 donation per team.
Correspondence passed to Committees

F&GP

1. WDC – Review of District/Parish Conference

2. SLCC – ‘Facing the Future’ conference
3. Community Empowerment Awards

4. Halifax plc – confirmation of new signatories

R&RS

1. Southern Electric – Test Results 2006 
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FOLDER CONTENTS – July 2006 – The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc

· WDC – Social Care leaflets

· CPRE – Voice magazine
· Biodiversity News
234/2006 – FORUM
It was AGREED that the Parish Council review its policy with regard to requests for grants from individuals seeking assistance for charitable projects.  This will be discussed at the next Finance Committee meeting and their recommendation to be put forward to the September Main Council meeting.
235/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed

Thursday 21st September 2006 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead. 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 9.10 pm
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