FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 19th JULY 2007

AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllr Markham, Chairing the meeting in the absence of Cllr Cundy



Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs S Sach, Mrs Vass, R Black,



Cllrs E Cox, W Chapman, I Milne, A Pearce, G Veitch, S Weeks




Cllr D Moore (arr. 8.00pm)




Clerk – Mrs J Holloway



One member of the public

266/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs Hughes, R Cundy
267/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 21st June 2007 were signed as a true record.  
268/2007- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

224/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

Now that the new Community Centre has received its planning permission, the Amenities Committee will discuss their section for the 5 year plan at their next meeting on 30th August.
224/2007 – Appointment of Newsletter Working Group

The Clerk has ascertained the deadline to be included in the Autumn WBC newsletter distribution would be end September and cost approx. £200.  Cllr Cundy has  agreed with Cllrs Markham and Milne to meet in August to finalise copy.
224/2007 – Kiln Ride obstruction
The MD of the development company replied to the council’s letter asking why these concerns had not been brought to his attention earlier.  The members commented that visits were made to the site office by parish councillors.
224/2007 – Averys Car Park

Dave Halley, WBC, reports that parking wardens monitor the site occasionally but have not had occasion to issue parking tickets.  Cllr Weeks will progress this matter with Mr Halley.
224/2007 – Averys Waste Disposal
The Clerk has asked the Wokingham Times to send their reporter and a photographer to come at 10am on 21st July to publicise the new Refuse Lorry Saturday service.  Cllrs Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Sach, Geoff Markham and Ian Milne will represent the council.  The lorry will be at Averys Car Park every 3rd Saturday of the month and the situation reviewed after six months.  
224/2007 – Village Club/Scouts Group
The Scouts Group advise they are waiting for clarification from Chris Buggy, WBC with regard to the WBC application for Big Lottery funding for the complete renovation project at California Park.  If this is not successful, the Scout Group will submit their own plans to extend their current building.
224/2007 – Drift Lane – burnt out car

The car has been removed by WBC.
224/2007 – Dell Road – blocked ditches

WBC have scheduled clearance for the summer.
224/2007 – Wokingham United Charities Trust

Cllr Cox confirmed that District Cllr Cockroft has been co-opted onto the Trust in his own name and the parish council’s nominee, Cllr Veitch will attend the Trust’s next meeting.
269/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meeting held on 27th June 2007 have been distributed and the committee also met this week, on 17th July – minutes to be distributed shortly.  
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Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the Enforcement Section at WBC is currently under staffed and several actions have consequently been delayed e.g. the unauthorised buildings and marquee with live music at the New Mill restaurant site.
· Appeal - 61-67 Kiln Ride – Cllr Mrs Newcombe addressed the meeting at WBC where there had been much local opposition.  The decision will be given in due course.
· New Community Centre – received full planning permission.  A resident attended the meeting on 17th July to submit a late objection on the grounds of traffic safety.
New Applications:
· Community Centre – separate detached dwelling – the committee did not object

· New Mill restaurant – new buildings – the committee commented that extra screening is required.

· 140 Barkham Ride – objections on the ground of ‘out of keeping’

· Hansom Cabin – revised application for take away – objections again on the grounds of traffic safety.

Cllr Mrs Sach asked if the committee had a specific policy on the height of boundary walls around private properties which are becoming commonplace and detract from the parish’s rural scene.  Cllr Weeks confirmed that anything in excess of 1m (if alongside a road or path) or more than 2m between neighbouring properties, requires separate planning permission.
FINANCE – Cllr Mrs Sach reported that the Finance committee met on Monday July 2nd and the minutes have been distributed.  The Clerk revised the Quarterly Accounts discussed at that meeting and these have also been distributed to all councillors.  The revisions, following the bank reconciliations, removed all the negative figures from the draft report and the only outstanding accrual was the Audit Fee for UHY Hacker Young.  Cllr Cox queried if a sum of money to cover the legal fees should also have been accrued.  
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£ £98590.08 earning 4.9%
· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£ 30589.56 earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST JUL/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES  - Cllr Markham reported on actions since the last meeting
Allotments - discussions with Cemex and Cllr Weeks will progress the matter with WBC.  The Clerk has contacted those residents on the Waiting List and sent an application form for applicants to confirm their interest.
Noticeboards –Reparations – the works schedule has been completed and an invoice from Mr Fruin included on the Cheque List.  The Clerk has included the Water Pump on the Asset Register.
Welcome packs – the Clerk contacted both surgeries to ask about displaying the packs at the surgeries.  The Finchampstead Road surgery has declined to continue to distribute the packs but Cllr Markham will contact Dr Corfield again.  Cedar House Surgery has not yet replied.  The Clerk has contacted the schools to ask if they are willing to keep stocks for new parents and so far Gorse Ride Junior have offered to distribute packs.
FOOTPATHS – no meeting since last Main Council but Cllr Chapman reported that the
Proposed bridleway 26 from Spring Gdns to Wick Hill.  The Countryside Service will present the case to the next meeting of the WBC Planning Committee who now have responsibility for Rights of Way issues. 
Wick Hill - Drainage problems – The Clerk wrote to the householders to seek their assistance who have both since contacted Cllr Chapman.  The matter will be discussed at the next Footpaths meeting in September.
Jubilee Road – New Permissive Footpath – Cllrs Markham, Weeks and Black cleared back the vegetation to reveal the view down to the Blackwater Valley from Jubilee Road.
Footpath 8 – Primrose Cottage – the hedge is encroaching onto the path and the warden has cut it back and Cllr Chapman will ask Mark Morris to contact the owner.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Milne reported on actions since the last meeting.
Wellingtonia Avenue Traffic Order  - will be advertised this week 

The Ridges Traffic Order – an objection lodged which will delay implementation.  Cllr Weeks will contact the resident about his concerns.

Finchampstead Road/outside doctors’ surgery – Cllr Chapman thanked Cllr Weeks for his efforts in progressing repairs to the road surface.

Averys Car Park – lighting The Clerk has requested the overdue invoice from WBC.
270/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – the subsidence claim has been passed to Peter McBrien who has contacted the FPMC insurers to handle the claim.
RIDES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – Agenda Item 5
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION AGM 
Held on 26th June and Cllr Mrs Driver reported it was very well attended and a celebration of its continuing success.  The Clerk is to progress the provision of the neighbourhood Noticeboard by WBC.  Roger Long will be asked to undertake a special clean up of the estate.
271/2007 – RIDES ASSOCIATION & LEASE ON LAND AT GORSE RIDE - UPDATE
Copies of the letter from Clifton Ingram and from WBC informing the Parish Council of current developments have been distributed.  The Borough Council have decided to close the Rides Hall from 31st July due to health & safety concerns and the lack of income against outgoings during the summer.  Alternative facilities for the footballers have been arranged and the Baptist Church and California Ratepayers Hall have offered accommodation at the Old Baptist Church in the village for other groups.  
The Kidz Club, run by Claire Denham for the Gorse Ride Residents Association, want to run extra sessions and need funding to cover the cost of transporting young people up to the Village to use the Old Baptist Church.  It was AGREED that there is sufficient monies remaining in both the parish council’s Youth Project budget and in the Amenities transport budget to cover up to £1000 donation.  Cllr Weeks proposed this expenditure, Cllr Mrs Driver seconded and AGREED UNANIMOUSLY.  The Clerk will contact Claire Denham and also write to WBC to remind them of their agreement to provide alternative facilities for the old hall users.
272/2007 – SECTION 106 MONIES

These monies come from the developers of larger building projects e.g. North Court, Caisters, Manor Farm and Sand Martins Court.  The total amount is not huge and the members discussed the draft list agreed at the June Main Council meeting to finalise the Wish List for submission to the Borough Council to be:-
· Library facility at the new Community Centre

· Play area at Gorse Ride 

· Footway from Park Lane to Hogwood

· Improvement of New Mill and Reading Road junction

· Light controlled crossing at village school

· Tennis courts at California Country Park

273/2007 – 3rd FINCHAMPSTEAD GUIDES – TRIP TO BRAZIL

A Grant Application from received from the Guides group was discussed and it was AGREED to contribute £750 towards the group leaders’ costs as it complies with the council’s Donation Policy.
274/2007 – STREET SIGNS SURVEY

Roger Long reported to the Clerk that many of the street signs need replacement – he can either take note as he carries out litter collection but this would take around 3 months.  Alternatively, he can undertake it as a separate job which would take approx. 8 hours plus mileage and report back to the Council a.s.a.p.  It was AGREED such a survey would be unnecessary at this time.
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ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – 
The meeting was adjourned at 9.10pm and re-opened at 9.15pm
275/2007 - Correspondence

1. Tony Doyle – application for vacancy for parish councillor (copies distributed) – Interviews to take place at the September Main Council meeting to allow for further applicants.
2. Thames Valley Police – Family Open Day – Sat 11th August 10-4 at Sulhamstead - noted
3. Finchampstead & Barkham Neighbourhood Action group (FABNAG) – constitution and contact email is fabnagcoms@btinternet.com  - noted
4. St James Church – thankyou letter for attending the fete on Sat. 14th July.  It was AGREED that it had been a worthwhile PR exercise to attend the fete for the first time and should be repeated next year.  Several residents had discussions with the councillors who manned the tent – Cllrs Black, Pearce and Weeks were thanked for their attendance on the day.
Correspondence passed to Committees

R&RS 

· WBC response to resident’s concerns about New Mill Road/A327 crossroads
· Resident’s letter concerning redundant road signs (cc IM)

FOOTPATHS

· WBC – Notice re Restricted Byway 31 Modification Order

· WBC – re Bway 26 – report for change of designation to be put before the Planning Committee end July/early Aug.

PLANNING

· Reply from Wooldridge Group re parking obstructions in Kiln Ride
· WBC – Licensing Act 2003 – Policy Review

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WBC – various agendas etc
· WBC – Recruitment Day 23rd July 2007 at Shute End
276/2007 FORUM

· Cllr Mrs Vass expressed her thanks to all the councillors for their support during her time as a councillor for Finchampstead and asked for a replacement for her role as School Governor at Gorse Ride Junior school.
· Cllr Mrs Driver reported her article for the last issue of the Finchampstead Magazine was not published as the editors experienced computer problems.

277/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List will be amended to correct some dates and will be distributed by email.  Main Council next meets on Thursday 20th September 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm. 
The meeting closed at 9.23 pm
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