FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 17th JULY 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr Geoff Markham, Vice Chairman – chairing the meeting


Cllrs Mrs Chris Driver, Lauraine Newcombe, Wally Chapman, Eric Cox



Cllrs Steve Bromley, Andrew Pearce, Malcolm Macey, Gordon Veitch



Cllrs Jim May, Ian Gordon (left 8.50pm), Kevin Mayne (left10.00pm)
Mrs Jane Holloway, Clerk



Mrs Muriel Long & Mrs Nancy Jennings-Frisby, Councillor Applicants


Steve Bowers & Nancy Sandie, Gorse Ride Residents Association



Louise Morris, Youth Worker and representatives from the Youth Group

306/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Roland Cundy, Simon Weeks, Roger Woof.  Cllr Markham advised the members that Cllr Roger Black was taken ill last night and is now in hospital recovering.  The members wished him a speedy recovery.
307/2008 – PRESENTATION OF CHEQUES – GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION & VILLAGE YOUTH PROJECT.

Cllr Geoff Markham presented a cheque to Steve Bowers, Chairman of the Gorse Ride Residents Association and Kathie Sandy for prizes for the Gorse Ride in Bloom competition to take place on Tuesday 19th August.  
Secondly, a cheque was presented to Louise Morris for a contribution towards the costs of the South Africa Langa Township educational visit by Wokingham youth.  Four of the Finchampstead Youth Group will be going on the visit and a presentation will be made to the Parish Council at their next Annual Gathering in March 2009.

308/2008 CO OPTION OF COUNCILLOR – VACANCY IN FINCHAMPSTEAD SOUTH WARD

The candidates were invited to address the members in turn and the matter was subject to a vote.  Mrs Nancy Jennings-Frisby was duly elected to the vacancy and invited to join the meeting.  Mrs Long was thanked for her interest in the vacancy and then left the meeting.

309/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 19th June 2008, were signed as a true record.  

310/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

255/2008 – Baptist Community Centre – Project Update

Cllr Weeks advised the Clerk that Jim Gallagher confirmed that the builders are required to maintain 42 parking spaces (as is currently available) throughout construction.  However, this is dependent on them being able to create the new parking during the summer holiday period.
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255/2008 – UKLI – Company Winding Up – Future of Affected Land Sold To Investors. 

The Clerk received acknowledgement of the FPC request to be considered as interested parties.  Cllr May advised that he has registered on the new Owners website forum to monitor their reaction and will report on any news.
263/2008 – Summer Fete – Saturday 12th July 2008

Most of the parish councillors were able to help during the day and the Parish Council stand was visited by residents and visitors.  The stand included display boards and material on the Cemex proposals east and west of the Longwater Road which had proved an interesting addition.  It was agreed the stand be used again at other similar events.  Cllr Mrs Driver advised the Nine Mile Ride School fete will be on 20th September and she and Cllr May, a Governor, will make enquiries.  It was agreed this could be an opportunity to publicise the start of the Baptist Community Centre Project, as building is due to begin late August/beg. Sept.
264/2008 –WBC – Invitation of Liaison meeting for Barkham, Finchampstead, Wokingham Town and Wokingham Without parish councillors.
Tuesday 22nd July, 4.30pm in Committee Room 1, Shute End (RSVP by 4th July) - Cllr Mrs Newcombe to attend and report to the next meeting.
264/2008 – Cllr Miss I Vaughan-Morgan
It was agreed to minute the councillors’ thanks to Cllr Simon Weeks for organizing the lunch to mark Miss Vaughan-Morgan’s retirement.  The Clerk has received a thank you letter from Miss Vaughan-Morgan who wishes the councillors success in the future. 
311/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on meetings held on 25 June 2008 whose minutes have been distributed and on the meeting held last night on 16 July – minutes to be distributed in due course.  
25 June 2008 

Cllr Mrs Newcombe highlighted items of note:-
· Hutton House, Fleet Hill – replacement triple garage – no objections but concerns on future use and that planning conditions put in place to prevent use as a separate dwelling.

· Sequoia Field, Wellingtonia Avenue – Objections as ‘Out of keeping with surrounding rural area’
· 19 Heatherdene Avenue – the committee had reservations about the height of garage proposed.

16 July 2008
Anna Kent and Cllr Black used the projector for the first time using a couple of examples and the committee agreed it will be a better way to show plans during the meetings.  The Assistant Clerk will download all plans for future meetings and the screen will be installed in the meeting room.  Items to note are:-

· The Assistant Clerk will continue to monitor the Outstanding Planning Enforcements list with WBC officers.
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· Cemex planning application for the west side of Longwater Road has been approved

· Appeal – Caretaker’s house for Baptist Community Centre – the committee originally had no objections and in view of its importance in the Centre’s future and security, a letter of support is to be sent to the Inspector.

· Woodcray Golf Course – land sale of which 40 acres are within the parish boundary.  Cllr Cox’s report to the recent Roads Committee meeting will be forwarded to Cllr Milne (Wokingham Town Council) with a request for joint action to obtain land for a cycle path into Wokingham.  It was AGREED this also be forwarded to Borough Cllrs Rob Stanton and Mike Gore for their assistance.

Planning Applications – Objections
· Pine Lodge – garage in front of building line

· 140 Nash Grove Lane – garage in front of building line

· Troodos – several neighbouring homeowners attended the meeting and have sent letters of objection to the proposals.  The committee inspected the plans and AGREED that objections sent to WBC on the grounds of ‘overbearing, out of keeping with the street scene’.  The committee believes the original planning consent was for a chalet type property.

· Amber Lodge – no objections but that the proposed CLE for the existing annexe to be tied to the original house

· New Mill House, New Mill Road – conversion of garage to room with en suite facilities – to be tied to the original house.

FINANCE – Cllr Markham gave an update on matters arising since the last meeting.
· Annual Return - The Internal Auditor has signed the Annual Return and returned it to the Clerk who will finalise the documentation for submission to the External Auditor.  Notices for the boards are to be distributed and displayed for the statutory period.

· Bank Account Signatories - Cllrs G Markham, Mrs L Newcombe, R Cundy and Cllr Mrs Driver agreed to be the signatories on the new bank account with the Alliance & Leicester
· Income & Expenditure Accounts – 1st Quarter Report distributed by the Clerk which shows normal expenditure across the cost centres.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE (at 1st May 08)

£  49298.29 earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST JULY/08 



APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

· CHEQUE LIST – estimates for August 2008

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES – Meeting held on 30th June 2008 – Minutes distributed.  Cllr Markham reported on items to note:-

· FPC Website Maintenance – The members discussed who should now maintain  the website following Mr Milne’s resignation from FPC.  It was AGREED to ask Mr Milne for a job specification and the time involved in maintaining the site – this will be discussed at the next Amenities meeting.
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· Gorse Ride Estate – clean up Alleyways 
Cllr Pearce proposed this at the Amenities Meeting on the grounds that the back alleys are overgrown and littered with detritus.  Two quotations for clearance of the area, one for £3K and one for £2.75K have been obtained and a third is yet to be submitted.  

The committee agreed this is routine maintenance and is therefore WBC responsibility but also recognise the importance of maintaining Parish Council efforts in supporting the estate to improve facilities and conditions for the residents.  This must be regarded as a one-off cost and the proposal to spend up to a maximum of £2750 for this purpose.  This recommendation is put before the Main Council.  The members AGREED (with one abstention) that this expenditure be made up to a maximum of £2750 and be for a one off payment only.
· Refuse Vehicle – proposed changes to schedule submitted by Peter Baveystock which demonstrate that using the vehicles instead of skips at the sites within the parish will provide a better service, more often and for less money.  Cllr Markham will précis the details of the spreadsheet for distribution and the matter put forward to the next meeting for approval.
· Skate Park – Sandhurst TC invitation to visit their site in August and the Clerk forwarded Guidelines to the committee.  The Clerk will arrange a date between 8th-18th August with the Clerk at Sandhurst and Cllrs Mrs Driver, Geoff Markham and Andrew Pearce will confirm attendance.

· Allotments – The Clerk is waiting a response from Cemex on the formal proposal for land to be made available next to the Old Nursery Lane owned by WBC.  
· Adopt a Garden Scheme – Cllr Veitch attended the WBC meeting on this project which will mirror a similar project on the Isle of Wight.  WBC has asked parish/town councils to take part in the scheme to match garden owners with suitable people on allotment waiting lists to their mutual benefit.  It was AGREED the FPC will take part in the project on the provision that it is run by the WBC.  The Clerk will inform Steve George the officer in charge of the initiative.
· Flowering Baskets
Cllr Bromley waters the baskets most days as Roger Long is unable to water more than 2/3 times per week.  A Record Sheet is kept as Cresswells to monitor the number of times watering takes place.  Cllr Bromley is on holiday from 19th July to 2nd August and councillors were asked to help during his absence.  Cllr Mrs Driver and Wally Chapman will also ask the local shops for volunteers.
Cllr Markham advised that Cllr Roger Woof requests co option to Amenities Committee and this was noted by the Clerk.
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman gave an update on matters arising since the last meeting.

· The litter warden works more hours during the summer to keep the vegetative growth down but concentrates on the more popular paths.  This may mean that some of the network becomes overgrown.

· Mark Morris has undertaken to get scalpings onto the less accessible paths to improve the walking conditions
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – The minutes of the meeting held on 24th June 2008 are distributed and Cllr Mayne advised that:-
· the committee is revising the 5 Year Plan to include the new Cycling Strategy and other aims as most of the original have been achieved.

· Gorse Ride Road Safety Zone Project – in view of the new Community Centre and the existing schools, the committee want to promote a project to increase pedestrian and cycling access in the area.  Cllr Mayne met the Heads to discuss their School Travel Plans and their access to relevant funding for this purpose.

· Cllr Cox’s report on Woodcray Golf Course discussed at Roads meeting distributed.  See Planning Report above
· Residents’ complaint about signs at War Memorial – Cllr Veitch confirmed the Working Group visited the site last autumn and the matter will be put on the Agenda for the next meeting.
· SID camera will be used at 8 different sites in the coming weeks and parish councillors will take part on each date, accompanied by a PCSO.

Cllr Markham advised that Cllr Roger Woof requests co option to the Roads Committee and this was noted by the Clerk.

312/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham attended the last meeting on 2nd July and reported that the items discusses were:-
· Memorials for Mollie Harle and Harry Long – FPMC agreed that trees will be dedicated and that benches will be placed in the park.  Ian Adnams can advise the name of a stonemason for plaques.
· Rent review for Sports Club is underway under the terms of the Lease
· The Land Registry Document showing the correct wording that the Finchampstead Parish Council is the Trustee of the Memorial Land (AP1) was APPROVED and signed by Cllr Markham and the Clerk will return to Peter McBrien, FPMC.

FABNAG REPORT

Cllr Pearce attended the last meeting and advised that the grouping is likely to split for Barkham to be allied with Arborfield.  The AGM is on 15th September in the Main Hall of California Ratepayers Hall from 7.45pm and councillors are invited to attend.  
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Cllr Pearce attended the last meeting and advised that Claire Denham wants to extend the use of the Community House into the evenings but this is subject to WBC approval.  The police propose that the alleys behind properties be gated and locked with keys retained by the residents affected.
OLDER PEOPLE’S FORUM – NEXT MEETING WEDS JULY 16TH 
Cllr Cox attended the last meeting and proposed to Rose Green that alternative locations are sought other than Cockayne Court and that the meetings are more widely publicised to attract a larger attendance.
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CLERK’S REPORT
Mrs Holloway advised that Anna Kent will be on holiday for the next 2 weeks and she will be away on holiday for week beg. 18 August

313/2008 – WBC CORE STRATEGY
Clerk forwarded the email with web links for full details of the Strategy which includes housing, schools, roads, leisure, shops doctors, infrastructure etc.  Cllr Weeks has already proposed that a meeting be arranged with the Borough Councillors for discussion.  It was AGREED that the Chairmen and Vice Chairmen must read the document and arrange a prior meeting so that the implications are understood.

Cllr Macey has prepared a one page précis and the document has also been read by Cllr Mrs Newcombe and Kevin Mayne.  Cllr Markham will read the document which will be passed to Cllr Cundy and others before the meeting.

The Clerk will ask the Borough Councillors for a date for a combined meeting prior to the next Main Council meeting on 18th September so that a recommendation can be put on the Agenda for approval before the October deadline.  An extension will be sought if necessary.
314/2008 – CALIFORNIA COUNTRY PARK – PREFERRED OPTION FOR LOTTERY BID

Cllr Markham reminded the members that this has previously been discussed but that WBC request an official response.  It was AGREED that Option 3 for the full re-development be supported.  The Clerk will send the response to the Countryside Service.
315/2008 – WBC REVISED PARISH TOWN CHARTER

The Clerk emailed the electronic version of document and Cllr Markham has read the hard copy.  The members agreed that Cllr Markham complete the questionnaire and he will return this to WBC and a copy given to the Clerk.
316/2008 – RISK MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP 

The membership of the group is confirmed as Cllrs Chapman, Mayne and Pearce.  The Clerk will confirm the last date of the physical asset check.  A risk report for SID Device will be undertaken by the group at their next meeting.
317/2008 – Correspondence List
· WBC email concerning the CPA Corporate Assessment & Inspection to be carried out 15-26 September.  Prior to this assessment WBC will be doing fieldwork and some Parish/Town Councils may be contacted to take part in focus groups.
· Gypsy & Traveller Liaison Officer (Suzun.Linton@wokingham.gov.uk ) reports that a funeral and wake may take place at St Sebastian’s NMR and could be attended by 600+.  Exact locations unknown at present. 

· SLCC – 34TH Annual Conference 17-19 October at Wokefield Park, Reading – £70 per day – Clerk to check Agenda content
· RBS Software Training sessions – Clerk to investigate sessions for Alltoments/Planning/Setting the Precept £75 per session

· Wokingham Job Support – AGM Wednesday 16th July 2008 
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Correspondence passed to Committees 

NONE
FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

Forum

· Cllr Mrs Driver requested a meeting between the members of the War Memorial Working Group after close of business
· Cllr Markham proposed that Cllr Weeks be thanked for is prompt actions in ascertaining The Greyhound’s new owners (Town & Country Inns) and notifying them of the trespassers on site.  AGREED.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

318/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 18th September 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  
PLANNING – 
Wednesday 13th August 2008 
8.00pm California Ratepayers Hall
AMENITIES –
Monday 1st September 2008 
8.00pm California Ratepayers Hall

ROADS – 
Wednesday 10th Sept 2008 
7.30pm California Ratepayers Hall

PLANNING – 
Thursday 11th September 
8.00pm California Ratepayers Hall
FOOTPATHS – 
Monday 15th September
8.00pm California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 10.15 pm    
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