FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 21st JUNE 2007

AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllr Markham, Chairing the meeting in the absence of Cllr Cundy



Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Newcombe, Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs Sach.




Cllrs R Black, W Chapman, A Pearce, G Veitch, S Weeks



Cllr I Milne (left at 8.45)




Assistant Clerk – Mrs A Kent
222/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Received from Cllrs R Cundy, E Cox, Mrs Hughes and the Clerk, Mrs Holloway.
Announcement that Cllr Lynn Vass, who is unable to attend, has submitted her resignation from the Parish Council – Notices will be placed on boards announcing the vacancy and the WBC will be informed.
223/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 17TH May 2007 and the minutes of the Extraordinary meeting held on 11th June 2007 were signed as a true record.  Minutes of 17th May were amended at item no 110/2007 page 49 ‘action against’ illegal parking added. Page 50 item 167/2007 ‘English Heritage’ to replace Natural England. Page 51 item 167/2007 ‘Mrs Newcombe’ not Mrs Hughes.
224/2007- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

165/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

The Amenities Committee agreed that they are unable to finalise their section in view of the impact of the proposed New Community Centre and will await the outcome of its planning application.
165/2007 – Appointment of Newsletter Working Group

No date has been agreed for first issue.
165/2007 – Kiln Ride obstruction
The Planning Committee report that Ms C Phillips, WBC has written to say she visited the site and does not see reason to pursue enforcement action. Double parking was seen again here this week. The Clerk to write a letter to Managing Director of Development Company to state the parish council’s disappointment of their lack of control of the situation.
165/2007 – Averys Car Park

The Clerk has not received any reports of illegal parking on the double yellow lines and will progress with Dave Halley.
165/2007 – Averys Waste Skip

The new service using a large refuse vehicle will start on Saturday 21st July between 8-11 am.  Notices have been placed at the car park and on the parish noticeboards and advertised in the Finchampstead Magazine.  The cost of the once monthly vehicle is less than 2 skips per month and the Clerk has requested WBC to monitor the site for rubbish being left on site until the new scheme is familiar to all users.
Concerns were expressed as to how the new service can be more widely advertised.  The Clerk will place a notice in the Wokingham Times community section giving date and times of the new service and that the twice monthly skips will cease after June 2007.  It was also agreed to ask the newspaper to send a photographer to come on 21st July.
165/2007 – Village Club
The Trustees are Cllrs Chapman and Markham, representing the Parish Council, Maurice Driver, Parochial Church Council, Jon Neville, Scouts Group and John Dewhurst.   The Scouts will continue with their original plans and submit them to WBC for planning permission. Cllr Weeks informed the council that the Baptists are marketing the Baptist Chapel in the Village for sale which will increase its value.
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165/2007 – Drift Lane – burnt out car

Reported to WBC by both Cllr Mrs Hughes and the Clerk who has been advised the car is on private land.
165/2007 – Dell Road – blocked ditches

The Roads Committee dealt with this and WBC has been informed.
166/2007 - Villages Youth Report – report distributed to Parish Councillors. Noted
170/2007 – Wokingham United Charities Trust

Cllr Gerald Cockroft’s name is still lodged with the Trust as the FPC nominee and Cllr Cundy will speak to Cllr Cockroft about the proposed change.
225/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meeting held on 7th June have been distributed.

Appeals 
347 Finchampstead Rd ref F/2006/7367 & 7368 has been dismissed. 

Meadowside, Park Lane ref VAR/2005/6482, allowed.
Cllr Mrs Newcombe will attend the public enquiry on 10th July re: 61-67 Kiln Ride application number F/2005/6448.

Thames Basin Heath, no map currently available.
FINANCE – Cllr Mrs Sach 
The next Finance meeting will be at 8pm on Monday July 2nd in the Memorial Hall.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£98590.08 earning 3.4%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£ 45937.70 (at 30.4.0707) 

· CHEQUE LIST JUN/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES 
Cllr Markham reported 
· Allotments - discussions with Cemex and WBC continue.  The WBC ‘Old Nursery Land’ has a water supply, is well screened and fenced; plot is smaller than required but Cemex owns the adjacent land.  Cllr Weeks suggested discussing with Cemex, the possibility of them donating this land to the parish council.  The Clerk will contact the residents on the waiting list to inform them of the project’s progress.

· Noticeboards –Reparations – Cllr Markham is arranging with John Fruin to complete the list of small works (Water Pump, benches, Noticeboards, Water pump etc.) Cllr Chapman will speak to Mr Charlie Fennell about its origin.
· Flower Baskets - Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that she and the Clerk have been unable to source a suitable piece of equipment for watering the baskets.
· Welcome packs are now available, suggested that wall stands be used to display them.
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman reported on 7th June Meeting. Cllr Chapman has been voted Chairman, and Cllr Weeks Vice-Chairman.   At the meeting the following actions were agreed:
Proposed bridleway 26 from Spring Gdns to Wick Hill.  The Clerk is to write to Mark Moon and ask for completion date. 
Wick Hill - Drainage problems the committee wish to carry out necessary reparation work and the residents will be notified by letter.  

Lambda Cottage, Wick Hill – the Clerk is to write to the Enforcement Officer for an update.
Jubilee Road – New Permissive Footpath The clerk will write to the Land Manager to request permission to cut down trees obscuring the view.  

There has been a complaint that Footpath 3 is overgrown which will be investigated and F/P 41 will also be cleared.
Cllr Chapman has requested scalpings for Footpath 6 & 10 and bridlepath 26 to improve their surfaces.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Milne reported on matters arising from the last meeting. The training session has been held for traffic monitoring and three parish councillors attended. Traffic has been monitored on Nine Mile Ride, Finchampstead Rd and Longwater Rd.  Information on cars noted exceeding the speed limits will be passed to the police who will write to the registered owners to advise that the vehicle was observed speeding and this information will be kept on file.  Over 100 cars were logged in 2 ½ hours.  Cllr Weeks informed the committee the device costs £1K, and that the Parish Council might want to consider buying one. Cllr Weeks has the equipment until Monday 25th June.
Further to the traffic accident on 5th June at Sandhurst Rd a request for further preventative action has been made to WBC.
226/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham reported that the committee now had £38K in the bank and that speed humps were being installed in the car park alongside the hall.
RIDES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – main agenda item
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION  Next meeting 26th June 
WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL – COMMUNICATIONS WITH TOWN/PARISH COUNCILS

Cllr Black attended a meeting at Shute End which covered the following topics:

Local Strategic Partnership - Doug Patterson advised that under the local Area Agreement they have 12 key targets and about 100 secondary targets; £3M was available for the LSP to allocate to relevant projects which helped achieve these.  Sue Roberts gave a brief presentation on the LSP and offered to visit Parish/Town Council Meetings to address them if required.
Town & Parish Newsletter/ Communications – the current trend to disseminate information from WBC to parish/town councils via lengthy emails and attachments is cumbersome.  Attendees agreed communication should be with brief e-mails giving a website link to the more detailed documents

Annual Conference - this is generally poorly attended, feedback suggested this was because the agenda wasn't relevant. A working group has been set up and is asking for feedback on what relevant topics we would like to see included in future, to attract greater attendance.
AOB - there was general feedback that the Borough Council doesn't give enough importance to local matters and problems communicated to them by Parish & Town Councils. Doug Patterson has made a commitment that officers are now made available to come to Parish/Town Council meetings to deal with these issues personally.  
227/2007 – RIDES ASSOCIATION & LEASE ON LAND AT GORSE RIDE - UPDATE
Following the decision made at the Extraordinary Meeting held on 11th June 2007, Cllrs Cundy and Markham and the Clerk attended the meeting held at Shute End on 12th June.  The meeting was attended by Doug Patterson, Chief Executive, Azhar Ghose and Tracey Lilley, Legal Department, WBC; Graham Robinson and Jim Gallagher, Baptist Church; Eric Partridge and Peggy McGrath of the Rides Association; Tim Read, the parish solicitor.
The draft Deed approved for signature by the Council on 11th June was amended to include the total monies owed by the Rides Association, including the amount owed by them to the parish council.  This amendment covered the remaining issue shown at Minute Number 219/2007 and Cllrs Cundy and Markham were able to agree to sign the document, the corrected version to be available at the solicitors on Wednesday 13th June.
WBC agreed to be liable for all invoices submitted after this date relevant to work carried out at the Rides Centre to enable the facility to remain open until its demolition.  
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The new Community Centre’s planning application was considered by the WBC Planning Committee, WBC on 13th June 2007, attended by Cllrs Mrs Newcombe and Markham.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe addressed the meeting to advise the parish council’s wholehearted support of the project.  The committee agreed to petitioners’ demands to attend site which was arranged for this morning, 21st June.  Cllr Mrs Driver attended on behalf of the Parish Council. The Chairman of Planning, David Lee will recommend that 6 car parking spaces be relocated so they are further away from residents’ back gardens; and for screening purposes, more mature trees should be planted. The planning decision is deferred to Wednesday 4th July and Cllr Markham will attend.  Any councillors wishing to send in letters of support should do so in advance of the next meeting on 4th July.
The cheque for £6868 has been received in payment of the Rides debt to the Parish Council and will be banked.  It was AGREED this is a satisfactory conclusion. 
228/2007 – APPROVAL OF RISK MANAGEMENT REVIEW

Copies of the revised version of the Risk Management Policy distributed and Cllr Mrs Sach asked for their acceptance and approval.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.
229/2007 – APPROVAL OF ANNUAL RETURN 2006-07
The accounts and supporting documentation were distributed at the Extraordinary Meeting on 11th June and Cllr Mrs Sach proposed approval of the Accounts to complete the Annual Return.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Cllr Weeks enquired about the status of the Memorial Park on the Asset Register and the Clerk will verify this on her return.
230/2007 – APPROVAL OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

Cllr Mrs Sach proposed approval of the Annual Governance Statement to complete the Annual Return.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

231/2007 – SECTION 106 MONIES

Cllr Weeks reported on Section 106 money to be allocated by WBC and the members AGREED on a list of projects the parish council would like to include on the ‘Wish List’

· Library facility at the new Community Centre

· Footway from War Memorial to Spring Gardens
· Public transport from Village to Finchampstead North

· Play area at Gorse Ride 

· Footway from Park Lane to Hogwood

· Allotments

· Improvement of New Mill and Reading Road junction

· Light controlled crossing at village school

· Tennis courts at California Country Park

This matter will be carried forward on put on agenda for next Main Council meeting when the list will be prioritised.
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME - No public present
232/2007 – CORRESPONDENCE  
· Letter from resident concerning safety issues at Blackwater Valley Country Park – send a letter of acknowledgement.
· Keep Mobile – access to unadopted roads. The Clerk to reply to advise the parish council has no powers in this matter and, being unadopted, the roads are the responsibility of the residents or their associations. This letter will be copied to the Heath Ride Residents Association
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· WBC review of Parks & Open Spaces – replies by 16th July 2007 - noted
· WBC – Letter from outgoing Mayor – Protocol issues - noted
· Wokingham CAB – AGM 12TH July 7pm - noted
· Thames Valley Police – Stakeholder Forum 26th June 9-12 – to explore policing priorities for the future - noted
· Letter from GRRA Committee re: donation. Cllr Pearce proposed £250 be donated, Cllr Vaughan – Morgan seconded. The Clerk will send an application form to the Association.
· Letter from GAB Robins UK Ltd concerning subsidence at the neighbouring property, Red Cottage.  Councillors visited site and agreed that Cllr Weeks will ask the Tree Officer at WBC to also complete a report for a second opinion.  The matter will be discussed at the Finance Committee meeting on 2nd July 2007.

· Letter and cheque from Clifton Ingram – Lease of Gorse Ride Playing Fields – minuted above.
Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES

· NS&I Leaflet
· BT phone bill

PLANNING

· Natural England’s Response to report into the Thames Basin Heath SPA

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc

· Blackwater Valley News

· Keep Mobile Newsletter

233/2007 FORUM

1. Policing in Finchampstead – Update by Cllr Weeks - PC Hodges is to leave Finchampstead to be replaced by PC Roberts. A further full time officer and four Police Community Support Officers have been allocated to the area which will be confirmed by the end of the month.

2. New Chief Executive –WBC – the preferred candidate did not accept the position.
3. Cllr Lynn Vass – Action The Clerk will write to Mrs Vass to invite her to the next Main Council meeting.  

4. Road repairs near Finchampstead Rd surgery. – The Clerk will write to Mark Moon at WBC to progress the road repairs outside the surgery
234/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thursday 19TH July 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  
The meeting closed at 10.20 pm
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