FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 19th JUNE 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy, Chairman


Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe, S Bromley, W Chapman



Cllrs J May, K Mayne, A Pearce, S Weeks.


S. Bowers, Chairman GRRA


Co-option Candidates: Mr Curtis, Mr Macey, Mr Woof


3 Members of the public

Mrs Jane Holloway, Clerk

253/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Geoff Markham, Roger Black, Eric Cox, Gordon Veitch.
254/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 15th May 2008, were signed as a true record.  

255/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

196/2008 - Village Youth Group – Africa 2008 Project

To be reported under Finance

200/2008 – Baptist Community Centre – Project Update

Cllr Weeks advised there is no more to report at this time.
201/2008 – WBC Cycling Strategy – Parish Council Response

As yet, the Clerk has not received a reply to the response to WBC on its Cycling Strategy.  Cllr Mayne is progressing the matter at WBC and will report to the Roads meeting on 24th June 2008.
202/2008 – New Pedestrian Crossings At California Crossroads

Cllr May to ask the next Governor’s meeting about a Roads Awareness Day.  It was agreed that the new road layout has improved the traffic circulation at the junction.
203/2008 – Finchampstead War Memorial – Addition Of Names Of Those Fallen In Conflicts Since World War 2

Cllr Mrs Driver will enter a public notice in the Wokingham Times (issue to be printed 25th June 2008) and a Working Group meeting will be arranged.
204/2008 – UKLI – Company Winding Up – Future Of Affected Land Sold To Investors. 

The Clerk has registered the Parish Council’s interest with the Administrators.
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

MEETING CLOSED At 7.45 pm, Cllr Roland Cundy brought forward the Public Adjournment to allow Mr Bowers to address the members.  The meeting re-opened at 7.50 pm.  Cllr Cundy thanked Mr Bowers for attending and that the Grant Application form submitted for funds to support the Gorse Ride in Bloom competition would be discussed later and the Clerk will inform GRRA of the council’s decision.
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256/2008 – CO-OPTION FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES

Cllr Cundy brought forward the Agenda Item for Co-option for Councillor Vacancies.  Messrs. Curtis, Macey and Wolf were invited to address the members for 5 minutes and take a question and answer session.  The members then voted for each candidate and both Mr Malcolm Macey and Roger Wolf were co-opted onto the Parish Council.  Mr Curtis was thanked for his application and for attending the meeting.
Cllr Mayne formally withdrew his membership of the Planning and Amenities Committees and Cllr Weeks offered to withdraw from the Finance Committee.  Cllr Cundy advised the new councillors to attend the next few committee meetings and then decide on which they wish to serve as members.
257/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on meetings held on 5th June 2008 whose minutes have been distributed.  The items to note are:-

· Travis Perkins site in Nine Mile Ride is subject to an enforcement issue at WBC and the committee will monitor.

· Bracknell Forest Borough Council had sent a copy of the Action Plan for Amen Corner

· 342 Nine Mile Ride – the committee objected to the planning application on the grounds that the garage was in front of the building line.

· WBC Decisions – Refusals have been issued for 125a Nine Mile Ride, 205 Nine Mile Ride (Cllr Weeks advised that this application was re-submitted after the lapse of the earlier Approval but because of a change in planning requirements, the application is now subject to the limitations of the Thames Basin Heath SPA).

· Nine Mile Ride Industries – application for a Goods Vehicle Operators’ Licence – because only local residents can object to these Licences, councillors were asked to alert neighbouring properties of the application.

· Priors Wood – the 5 acre site has had a blanket Tree Preservation Order served which gives protection against future development.

Cllr Weeks advised that the Cemex application for gravel extraction on the western side of Longwater Road will be submitted to the WBC Planning Meeting on 25th June and WBC Planning Officers are recommending approval to the Committee.  Cllr Mayne stressed the importance of joined up PROWs on both sides of the road to provide linked footpaths and bridleways and effective use of the proposed Pegasus crossing across Longwater Road.  This meeting clashes with FPC’s own Planning Committee meeting and Cllr Cundy will attend if possible to voice the parish concerns.  

FINANCE – 

In the absence of Cllr Markham, Cllr Mrs Newcombe presented the report.  The Minutes of the Finance Meeting held on 11th June are distributed.
· The committee decided that the grant approved for the St James Restoration Fund should be shown as an earmarked Reserve and asked the internal auditor to return to the office to make the necessary amendments.  The Clerk has issued the revised documents to all councillors and the matter is on the Agenda as separate items.
76
· GRRA – Gorse Ride in Bloom.

Cllr Mrs Newcombe asked members to consider the Grant application for £250 towards the prize money for the Gorse Ride in Bloom competition received by the Clerk today supported earlier this evening by Steve Bowers, the new Chairman of GRRA.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
· Village Youth – South Africa Project

The committee recommends approval of £1500 grant towards the costs of the project taking place later this summer.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  As Louise Morris the Youth Worker, is unable to attend this meeting the cheque will be presented to the group on one of their regular meeting nights and the press will be invited to attend.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE (at 1st May 08)

£ 52576.70 earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST JUNE/08 submitted for approval and it was agreed to write additional cheques for £250 for GRRA and £625 for the 1st Quarter payment for the Footpath Warden – APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES – No meeting to report.  In the absence of Cllr Geoff Markham, Cllr Mrs Driver reported:-
· War Memorial Benches – JDB are working on site but the bench is yet to be re-instated.
· Allotments – Derek Wiseman has confirmed he will attend the Amenities meeting on 30th June 2008.

· Flowering Baskets – Cllr Bromley has offered to water the baskets whenever Mr Long is unavailable.  Mr Cresswell at the Garage is housing the water bowser and is willing to provide water free of charge as a contribution to the community.
· Welcome Packs – Cllr Cundy asked the Clerk for a supply of packs for the Finchampstead Road surgery as the doctors are happy to distribute among the patients.

FOOTPATHS – The minutes for the meeting held on 3rd June 2008 have been distributed.  Cllr Chapman advised that the warden continues to clear the paths which have become overgrown due to the warm and wet weather.  Following the earlier discussion under the Planning Report concerning the PROWs on both Cemex sites either side of Longwater Road, Cllr Chapman advised that Derek Wiseman will attend the Amenities meeting on 30th June and has agreed to come earlier (at 7.30pm) to talk about PROWs.  Cllr Weeks commented that the PROW layout for the East side is yet to be confirmed as the original approval in 1998 did not define exact routes; car park access is also to be determined; a new circular route for Footpath 29 along the edge of Fleet Wood Copse will be upgraded to dual purpose for cyclists, riders and walkers.  Again the exact route will be subject to the soil conditions at the time.
Cllr Weeks requested the Footpath Warden clear Footpaths 31 & 49 and the new permissive path as a matter of urgency.  Cllr Pearce reported he now leads a new Health Walk on Footpaths 6, 9 and 10 to help promote more use of the paths to new users.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Next meeting 7.30pm Tuesday 24th June 2008 
Cllr Mayne advised that the outstanding items listed on the Agenda just issued, are mainly resolved at WBC and that the committee will plan for the next phase of activity.  The R&RS section of the Parish Council’s Five Year Plan will be amended to reflect the cycling strategy now in place.
258/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Next meeting 2nd July 2008 which Cllr Markham will attend and progress the outstanding matters:-

1. Rent Review under the lease of the Clubhouse and Old Pavilion to the Finchampstead Sports Club, due 15th October 2008

2. Proposed memorial for Mollie Harle and Harry Long.  
3. The Clerk also received a letter from Peter McBrien who advised the Parish Council of Rights of Way issues for the Sports Club which need clarification.  The Clerk has asked that the FPMC meeting on 2nd July confirms the Trustees’ opinion on the matter so that the Parish Council can proceed properly.

CALIFORNIA COUNTRY PARK – LOTTERY BID FOR IMPROVEMENTS

Cllrs Weeks and Markham attended a Public Meeting on 17th June and Cllr Weeks reported that the Heritage Lottery have granted funding to complete the Public Consultation.  The Lottery are unlikely to allocate such funds if the project has little chance of success and there are 3 options put out for comment.

Although notices have been placed in the Park itself, they are too large to go on the Parish Noticeboards.  All councillors should log their own personal comments on the website www.wokingham.gov/californiaoptions and alert as many residents as possible to make responses before the deadline.  The matter will be put on the Amenities Committee Agenda for the meeting on 30th June 2008.
FABNAG REPORT
Neither Cllr Weeks nor Pearce were able to attend the last meeting.
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Cllr Pearce’s report of the meeting on 27th May 2008 is distributed.
OLDER PEOPLE’S FORUM – Cllr Cox attended the meeting on 21st May 2008 and his report is distributed.
CLERK’S REPORT
· VILLAGE CLUB Mrs Holloway, the Trustees’ Secretary, reported that the trustees will meet on 25th June 2008, prior to the Planning Meeting, at 7.15pm.
· BALC – Christine Lalley will be setting up training courses for new and experienced councillors from autumn onwards.
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259/2008 – APPROVAL OF RISK MANAGEMENT POLICY

The Clerk distributed the document as recommended by the Finance Committee meeting held on 11th June 2008.
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

260/2008 – APPROVAL OF ANNUAL ACCOUNTS 2007-08

The Clerk distributed the document as recommended by the Finance Committee meeting held on 11th June 2008.

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

261/2008 – APPROVAL OF ANNUAL GOVERNANCE STATEMENT

The Clerk distributed the document as recommended by the Finance Committee meeting held on 11th June 2008.

APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

262/2008 – FPC EMAIL POLICY 

Cllr Mayne’s draft policy was distributed to allow discussion at this meeting.  APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
263/2008 – SUMMER FETE – SATURDAY 12TH JULY 2008

It was agreed the Clerk ask Cllr Black for the loan of his gazebo for the allocated site and that councillors should contact the Clerk if they are able to man the stand for an hour or so from the 11am start time to 4pm in the afternoon.
264/2008 – Correspondence List
1. WBC – Parish/Town Charter – Revision of Document.  Copy of proposed new Charter which has been simplified for use as a working document and some changes to the original.  The revised Charter has been submitted to all parish/town councils for consultation and submission of comments – requested by 1st August 2008.  The Clerk will request an electronic copy of the document so that it can be emailed to all councillors and the matter put on the Agenda for the July Main Council meeting.
2. WBC – Invitation of Liaison meeting for Barkham, Finchampstead, Wokingham Town and Wokingham Without parish councillors.  Mark Cupit, Head of Development Management and Jeni Jackson, Development Management, Eastern Parishes – an opportunity for general dialogue with parish Chairs of Planning and any other interested councillors.  Tuesday 22nd July, 4.30pm in Committee Room 1, Shute End (RSVP by 4th July) - Cllr Mrs Newcombe to attend and any other interested councillor.
3. WBC – Papers on the Submission Core Strategy for 26th June Executive for Development blueprint for the Wokingham Borough.  Clerk forwarded the email with web links for full details of the Strategy which includes housing, schools, roads, leisure, shops doctors, infrastructure etc.  Cllr Weeks outlined the major plans which designate four separate areas in the Borough for large scale development to include the Government Targets of providing a further 12000 homes in the next few years.  
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Finchampstead Parish is not included in any of these sites but will be affected by the impact of the southern sites and the associated increase in traffic congestion.  Both Roads and Planning Committees will discuss the Core Strategy in more detail and prepare a response to be discussed at the July Main Council meeting.
4. WDALC – next meeting  7.30pm m Thursday 3rd July at Shute End.  Cllrs Roland Cundy and Eric Cox to attend.
5. WBC – New Local Area Agreement – Clerk forwarded email with new Agreement attachment 

6. WBC – any autumn dates for the issue of the Borough News – e.g. Remembrance Day, November.  

7. HMCS – Her Majesty’s Courts Service – opportunity for community involvement – visits to courts etc.  Customer Service Officer, Margaret Rogalewski 01753 232149

8. THAMES VALLEY POLICE – Parish/Town feedback event – Monday 21st July from 6pm at Oxford Belfry Hotel, Milton Common, nr. Thames, OX9 2JW.  RSVP 11TH July.
9. CCB Annual Conference – Surviving Economic Change in Berkshire – Tuesday 15th July 11-4pm at South Hill Park

10. 1st Finchampstead Scouts – AGM 10th July 2008 at California Scout HQ from 7.30pm -  RSVP

11. Home Start – AGM Monday 7th July 2008, 12 noon at Shinfield Parish Hall, Shinfield.

Correspondence passed to Committees - NONE
FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

Forum

As ex-cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan decided not to continue as Parish Councillor it was agreed the contribution she made over many years be marked by organizing a lunch with her as Guest of Honour.  Cllr Weeks will arrange a lunch for the 2nd July 2008 and Cllr Mrs Driver will contact other ex-councillors to see if they can attend.
265/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 17th July 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  No Main Council meeting in August.  
R&RS – TUESDAY 24TH JUNE 7.30
VILLAGE CLUB TRUSTEES – WEDNESDAY 25TH JUNE 7.00

PLANNING – WEDNESDAY 25TH JUNE 8.00

AMENITIES – MONDAY 30TH JUNE 7.30

PLANNING – WEDNESDAY 16TH JULY 8.00

MAIN COUNCIL – THURSDAY 17TH JULY 7.30

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm    
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