FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 15th MARCH 2007
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice-Chairman




Cllrs Mrs P Hughes, Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe 




Cllrs W Chapman, J May, I Milne, A Pearce, G Veitch




Cllrs S Weeks (left 8.20pm) E Cox (left 9.00pm)




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway




Roger Black, Derek Moore, applicants for councillor vacancies




Acting Sgt Christina Berenger

100/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs S Sach, Mrs L Vass 

Cllr Cundy welcomed Mr Moore and Mr Black and the meeting was closed to allow them to address the members.

101/2007 – PROPOSAL TO ACCEPT NEW COUNCILLORS

It was AGREED unanimously to co-opt Roger Black and Derek Moore as parish councillors for the two vacancies in Lower Wokingham Ward

102/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 15th February 2007 were signed as a true record

103/2007 - CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

57/2007 – RIDES UPDATE  on main agenda
57/2007 – NEWSLETTER – CONTRIBUTIONS FROM COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN on Agenda 
57/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

All committees are progressing with preparation of their contributions.
57/2007 – Elderly Care in Wokingham District
The Clerk has received a letter from WDC outlining the changes
61/2007 – Support Local Post Offices Campaign

Cllr Markham submitted the council’s comments on the dTi website for the deadline.

The Clerk has received a letter from WDC on this subject and their ‘Post Office Forum’ will continue to meet to discuss further actions.  
104/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The minutes of the meetings held on 21st February have been distributed and those for 8th March 2007 are drafted.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the committee objected to the proposed development of two replacement dwellings for one at 83a Kiln Ride on the grounds of Thames Basin Heath and over development.  The committee studied the report by Mr Burley on the implications of TBH which proposed some changes to development to the planning restrictions.  The committee noted that there are some differences in the decisions taken by the district Planning Authority and the comments submitted by the parish council.

Cllr Mrs Newcombe confirmed to Cllr Weeks that the committee had objected to the Outline Application for 409 Finchampstead Road to replace one bungalow with 2 x 2 bedroom houses, 4 x 2 bed flats and 2 x 1 bed flats on the grounds of bulk, size, massing and traffic concerns, as well as TBH.
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FINANCE - Cllr Cox reported on matters arising since the last meeting.  
Precept 2007-08 -  details from WBC show that Finchampstead are the 3rd lowest in the borough at £17.17 for Schedule D band property.  The lowest being Swallowfield at £13.44; Remenham @ £15.98.  Above these three, Ruscombe @ £17.94; St Nicholas Hurst @ £18.34; Twyford @ £18.64.  The highest are Wokingham Town @ £42.68 and Woodley @ £104.69

Cllr Cox confirmed that no further requests for grants have been received for this financial year.

The expenditure for accounts for 06-07 will have been met by the end of March 2007, apart from expenditure on Audit and legal fees.  £5000 will be transferred from the National Savings Account to the Halifax Reserve account to allow for expenditure in April before receipt of the first half precept.

Cllr Cox reported that there has been no formal communication from the Rides concerning their debt to the parish council which amounts to £6869 (£859 1st Loan; £4996 2nd Loan and £1014 for 3 quarters’ rent)  It was AGREED the Clerk agree these figures with Karen Grainger, Rides Treasurer formally for submission to WBC.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£90,652.35 earning 4.2%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£11881.62 as at 1ST March 2007 
· CHEQUE LIST MAR/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
Cllr Cox advised the members that the Clerk will write to request a quotation from SCS Land Management for the minimal maintenance that will be required during the remaining football season.

Cllr Mrs Hughes wished to thank the council on behalf of the Keep Mobile group for the generous donation.

The next meeting of Finance is Weds 25th April 2007

AMENITIES 
Allotments - Cllr Markham confirmed that he is continuing discussions with Cemex regarding the potential land to be made available and Cllr Weeks is to provide information on the borough’s Old Nursery Land.  

Noticeboards – the two new boards have been altered to be ‘unlockable’ and the keys have been removed.

Old Water Pump – John Fruin will be undertaking its restoration.
FOOTPATHS – The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 27th February 2007 have been distributed.  Cllr Chapman reported that the footpath is system is currently very wet due to the recent rain but this should improve in due course.

Footpath 26 - Cllr Chapman advised that the proposed change of designation to Bridleway has been delayed again to the May meeting WBC but it is hoped the permission will be given and this can be put on the Definitive Map. 
Footpath 3 – the new gate put in by WBC is unsatisfactory and Cllr Chapman will contact the Countryside Service

Footpath 12 – the clerk was advised by a resident that there is a problem with dog mess along the path.  Appropriate signs have been provided by WBC.

Veteran Tree Project – Cllr Veitch reported the second days’ training took place last weekend and there are now 8 volunteers although more are needed as there are a great number of trees to be logged.  One GPS device has been provided by the Project, one promised by the Blackwater Valley Partnership and the Footpaths committee agreed to purchase one more.  Cllr Black can offer a further GPS and this was gratefully received.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – The minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 6th March 2007 have been distributed.  Cllr Milne reported that WBC has placed the orders for the upgrade of the light at the entrance and for the two new posts to be funded by FPC which will cost £5K, within the agreed £6K budget.  Work will take place in 3 weeks time approx. but it was AGREED it may be better to aim for the Easter holidays to minimise disruption.
Cllr Veitch reported that the 30mph sign in Longwater Road has been demolished and the Clerk will request a replacement from WBC.

The Clerk will also report the problems with blocked drains causing flooding in Wellingtonia Avenue and at the roundabout.

The Clerk advised that WBC have funds available to replace old road signs and these need to be reported next week. Cllr Cundy reported the road sign for Longwater Lane is missing.

105/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC no meeting to report
RIDES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – Cllr Cundy will report under Agenda item 5
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION – no report to hand
VILLAGES YOUTH MONTHLY REPORT 
Cllr Cox attended the quarterly meeting of the Youth Provision Committee on 14th March 2007 which reported on current activities in Wokingham Without, Barkham as well as Finchampstead.  Louise Morris’ report shows her efforts are making headway in Finchampstead and several of the young have successfully completed their senior training; some are now working for the Silver Youth Achievement Award.  Current projects include a baby sitting course and arts and crafts projects.  
CLERK’S REPORT

Annual Gathering – all invitations have been sent with over 20 acceptances so far.  It was agreed that Cllr Mrs Hughes will provide flowers for the top table, Cllrs Cundy and Mrs Driver will arrange the food and drinks.  Cllr Cundy reminded councillors that their spouses and partners are welcome too.
Clerk’s Conference – the Clerk attended six workshops that provided good information and two books were purchased – Law on Allotments and a New Councillor’s Guide.
106/2007 – CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE – HEAD LEASE WITH WOKINGHAM BOROUGH COUNCIL FOR LAND AT GORSE RIDE & PROPOSED NEW FINCHAMPSTEAD BAPTIST CENTRE
Cllr Cundy reported on the recent Rides Association meeting.  The Sports & Social Club has received sufficient funding from WBC to clear all outstanding debts.  Following discussions with Keith Burns, it is the Borough’s intention to also clear the Association’s total debt which amounts to £25K to allow them to reach a zero balance in line with the Charities Commission rules.
WBC has also agreed continuing provision for football and other hall users until the new Centre is completed.

Cllr Cundy reported on the meeting held at WBC attended by himself, the Clerk, Cllr Mrs Driver, Keith Burns and the solicitors from both sides.  The councillors confirmed the parish council’s support for the provision of a library at the new Centre, demonstrated by their commitment within their 07-08 precept of £20K towards the Centre and a further £20K towards a library.  The meeting concluded with verbal agreement on the wording for a Draft Deed of Release to be prepared by Clifton Ingram.  

WBC is fully aware of local opinion having conducted a public consultation on proposed facilities at the new centre and 67% of the 600 responses put a library at the top of the list.  Cllr Cundy advised that Chris Hamilton, head of Library Services, is researching two options for library provision at the Centre.
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The Draft Deed was distributed and fully discussed by the members and, apart from clarification of the wording ‘best endeavours’ and ‘reasonable endeavours’ it was AGREED UNANIMOUSLY this reflected the parish council’s current position.
Cllr Cundy advised that until the Deed was agreed no formal Lease between the Baptist Church and WBC can be finalised.  The councillors AGREED that by accepting this Deed of Release they accept WBC’s assurance that they will use reasonable endeavours to include a library in the new facility and that the Baptist Church, subject to full planning permission, will construct the building within three years. 
107/2007 – POLICING IN FINCHAMPSTEAD

Cllr Cundy welcomed Acting Sgt Berenger who reported on the changes in police cover for Finchampstead.  Sgt Berenger will remain in her role until Sgt Sue Aulfiero takes up the permanent position in six weeks’ time.  Finchampstead will now be covered by 2 Neighbourhood Specialist Officers, backed by 4 Police Community Support Officers and 2 Non Specialist Officers to be based at the Wokingham station.  The police intend to locate this team at the Arborfield Police House in the near future.  The vacancies will shortly be filled and the officers’ names given to the council.
Cllr Mrs Hughes asked if it is possible for the police to monitor speeding traffic in the evenings when the problem is worse.  Sgt Berenger advised that this is not possible due to Health and Safety reasons for use of equipment in the dark she will request activity is stepped up for the longer, lighter evenings.  Cllr Cundy thanked Sgt Berenger for the update.
108/2007 – APPOINTMENT OF NEWSLETTER WORKING GROUP
The Clerk will arrange a suitable date for the Chairmen of committees to meet.
109/2007 – CORRESPONDENCE 
1. BALC – Royal Garden Party 17th July 2007 – Cllr Eric Cox nominated.
2. WDC – Invitation to Join a Children’s Centre Project Group

3. WDC – Bus shelter asset survey

4. WDC – Sports Clubs Grants 

5. CVA – Making a Successful Funding Application – 20 March, 7-9pm, Oakwood Centre, Woodley

6. Age Concern – Invitation to Lunch on Thursday 20th March 12 -2.30pm, Pinehaven Day Centre

Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES
· Alan Harland – Internal Audit Services
· NALC – Model Contract of Employment – Revisions

· Thank you letters from grant recipients  - Home Start; SSAFA; WVC; Thames Valley Adventure Playground; National Trust; FBRin Sickness Fund; Wokingham Job Support; Older Peoples’ Forum; Blind Society; Salvation Army; Relate; Royal British Legion

AMENITIES

· 2007-2008 – Amenity Programme 

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc
· WDC – Guidance on Smokefree legislation

· Royal Berkshire Fire & Rescue – Risk Management Plan

· CPRE – Fieldwork & Voice magazines + members questionnaire (pass to LN)

· Social Enterprise Berkshire – Spring 2007 newsletter
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110/2007 – FORUM

Cllr Mrs Hughes reported obstruction being caused by parked cars and vans in Kiln Ride close to the Finchampstead Road exit, which could cause accidents.  The Clerk will request the police to investigate.
Cllr Mrs Hughes also reported continued illegal parking on the double yellow lines in the access road to Averys Car Park –the Clerk will contact WBC to request action.

Cllr Veitch reported a large amount of rubbish left at the Averys Car Park and Cllr Mrs Hughes will report this to the Waste Management Committee next week.

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

111/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thurs. 19th April 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.
ANNUAL GATHERING 28TH MARCH 2007, 8.PM AT California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 9.35 pm
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