FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 20th MARCH 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy, Chairman, Cllr G Markham, Vice Chairman

Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Sach, R Black,


Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, K Mayne, I Milne, A Pearce, G Veitch


Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

108/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan, D Moore, S Weeks.  Cllrs J May did not attend.
109/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 21ST February 2008, were signed as a true record.  

110/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

67/2008 – Amended Code Of Conduct

The DVD ‘The Code Uncovered’ has been circulated among members and has been viewed.  Cllr Cundy emphasised the important points being the differences between personal pecuniary interest and prejudicial interest.  Impartiality is the aim of individual members who should take a reasonable unbiased attitude during any debates prior to voting.  
67/2008 – Flooding in Reading Road/Park Lane

Cllr Weeks forwarded a report to advise funding for 2008-09 has been secured for the essential culvert works under the Reading Road.
67/2008 – MBE Awards

Cllr Mrs Driver advised she is due to have a meeting in the next few weeks.
67/2008 – Averys Car Park, parking space markings

This work has not yet been done and the Clerk will progress with Dave Halley at WBC.
72/2008 – New Community Centre

Cllr Weeks is due to meet the Chief Executive and will report to the next Main Council meeting.

74/2008 – Forum – Allotment land

The Clerk wrote to the landowner concerning the possibility of using a plot land of land for allotments but has yet to receive a reply. 

74/2008 – Forum – Finchampstead Road verge

The Clerk has reported the overgrown shrubs to WBC

111/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the last meeting held on 5th March - minutes have been distributed.  
· 48 Kiln Ride – application for separate annexe – the committee believed the Thames Basin Heath restrictions will apply as it forms a separate residence.
· Tintagel Cottage, Sandhurst Road – refused by WBC and Cllr Cox will monitor the situation for increased activity and traffic.
· Marino Way – change of use to a takeaway food outlet – WBC refused.

Cllr Weeks sent a report for the meeting to state that

· The Greyhound pub has received permission for the last (3rd) application

· One Stop shop in Barkham Ride – permission refused for the illuminated signage

· Baptist Centre – meetings at WBC in progress to move the project forward.

Next meeting 27th March 2008.
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FINANCE – Cllr Mrs Sach reported on the figures available to date which show an underspend of some £20700 overall during the financial year and that the interest earned on the NS&I account had been added at £4K.  This means that the total in that account stands at £103K and the Clerk will check the interest that is earned on sums in excess of £100K
The application forms have been prepared in readiness for opening a new Bank Account with the Alliance & Leicester and signatories will be appointed at the next Finance Meeting.
Cllr Mrs Sach and the Clerk will prepare the Year End figures for the Finance Meeting on 9th April and, following the internal auditor’s visit, prepare the final Accounts for submission and approval at the Main Council meeting in May.

Grant Applications – the FPC policy will be reviewed at the next meeting so that applications for large sums can be handled more effectively.  A template letter will be prepared by the Clerk so that when such applications are agreed the applicants can be informed of approval and any conditions attached to that approval.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

£4418.93 interest added 14.3.08
· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£28076.66 earning 1.85%

· CHEQUE LIST MAR/08 submitted for approval – 
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Next meeting on Wednesday 9th April 2008

AMENITIES – The committee last met on 27th February 2008 and the Minutes have been distributed, Cllr Markham reported 
· Chris Buggy of the Countryside Service attended the meeting and gave an informative talk on the future of California Country Park and the committee agreed with its aims for the future.

· An inspection of the benches (War Memorial) reveals that the wall behind the seats also is in disrepair.  Get quotes for removing wall and relaying slabs and fixing bench.
· The bus shelter roof will be repaired in April by PK Installations & Roofing (20 year guarantee)
· The water bowser will be delivered to Cllr Cundy’s house on Saturday 29th March (to be added to Asset Register)
· Leaflet dispensers – Cllr Cundy will continue to negotiate with the Finchampstead Road surgery 

· The Litter Warden collects much more litter each month and a Litter Campaign with the Schools is to be promoted

· Cllr Mrs Hughes asked for a councillor to consider becoming the Parish Council representative on the Keep Mobile Committee after she resigns.

· Cllr Weeks advised that the WBC Green Garden Waste Scheme has been extended to cover the whole of Finchampstead.

Next meeting – Wednesday 8th May 2008 – new committee to be formed following elections.
FOOTPATHS – The committee last met on 11 March 2008 and the Minutes have been distributed, Cllr Chapman reported on the objection on the proposed new bridleway (Footpath 26) received at WBC and a meeting with the residents is scheduled.  Footpath 12 – muddy patches – the warden and Cllr Chapman have cleared the manholes and the drains need rodding and WBC has been informed.  Cllr Chapman confirmed that scalpings will be put down in the summer on all footpaths suffering from bad drainage.
Next meeting – Tuesday 3rd June 2008 – new committee to be formed following elections.
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ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Milne advised updates since the last meeting
· A327/Park Lane/New Mill Road Junction – Cllr Weeks report advised that the improvements is now listed on the top 10 Safety Schemes for 2008-09

· The new 50mph signs have been installed on The Ridges, Wellingtonia Avenue and Dell Road
Cllr Pearce reported that the 20mph signs for Carolina Place have not yet been installed.

Cllr Weeks advised that during April there will be road closures to Church Lane, White Horse Lane and Dell Road for road re-surfacing.
The date of the next meeting will be changed from 23rd April to Tuesday 1st April 2008 at the California Ratepayers Hall to meet the deadline to comment on the WBC Cycling Path Strategy.  
112/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham was unable to attend the meeting on 5th March 2008. The Clerk will write to request revised quotations for the Playground to be submitted.  Next meeting 8th April 2008.

MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

Copy of Minutes of meeting held 4th March 2008 distributed.  The Group wish to produce a Vision Statement for the Gorse Ride Area but residents would like more positive action from WBC e.g. landscaping the mound in Orbit Close.  The Clerk will write to the Chief Executive to express the parish council’s dismay that the surveyor’s report has been lost and the funding for landscaping in danger of being lost.
FABNAG REPORT
Copy of Minutes of meeting held on 12 March 2008 distributed.  Cllr Pearce highlighted the issue of controlling unruly behaviour and is seeking advice on how to tackle the problem.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Pearce for attending these meetings regularly.

VILLAGE YOUTH REPORT

Cllr Cundy attended the meeting on 12 March 2008 and his report was distributed.  Several of the youth also attended and at their suggestion, the meetings will be held in different localities to encourage a wider involvement from the youth.  The Cinema club initiative in Crowthorne when films are shown regularly attracts Years 7,8 & 9 every 2nd Friday. Cllr Mrs Driver will put this idea forward to the Churches Together meeting.

CLERK’S REPORT

· Reported 2 water leaks in the Village to WBC
· SLCC – Training Day – Insurance & Risk Management – Clerk to attend on Friday 16th May

· Invitation to Keep Mobile AGM Saturday 26 April 2008

113/2008 – ST JAMES CHURCH BUILDING RESTORATION FUND

Cllr Markham declared an interest as being a member of the Fund Raising Committee at St James Church and will not vote after the debate.
This matter was brought forward from the February Main Council meeting and the Grant Application form has now been received.  Copies of this and the supporting documents were distributed prior to the meeting.

Following advice given by BALC, the Legal Officer at WBC and other sources, Parish Councils can make grants under Section 137 of the Local Government Act, subject to financial limitations and legal responsibilities.

Cllr Cox proposed a donation of £15000 as being commensurate with the benefit to the community, seconded by Cllr Chapman.
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Following a debate of the issues, Cllr Mayne proposed two amendments to the original proposal, seconded by Cllr Milne.

1. for the grant to be £10000 

2. the grant to be subject to specific expenditure to be determined by the parish council, taken from the list provided with the application.  

Cllr Cox accepted the second amendment to his proposal.

Following further debate, Cllr Milne withdrew his support to the amendments and Cllr Black then seconded the amendments.  A vote was taken on the amended proposal for a grant of £10000 but only 2 votes were cast in favour.

A vote was then taken on the original proposal for a grant of £15000 with the amendment that this be set against specific expenditure listed on page 3 of the supporting document.  The proposal was approved by a majority of 7 votes to 4.  Cllr Mrs Sach asked for her name to be minuted as she was totally against the proposal.  Cllr Mrs Sach tendered her resignation from the council and left the meeting at 9.50 pm.

It was AGREED that a letter be drafted by the Clerk for the next Finance Meeting to respond formally to the St James’ application.

114/2008 – RATIFICATION OF R&RS COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION AND ACCEPTANCE OF WBC PROPOSALS TO REDUCE SPEED LIMIT FROM 50mph TO 40mph ON A SECTION OF SANDHURST ROAD
Cllr Milne outlined the historical background of the road accidents and fatalities along this road and the petition submitted to WBC.  The proposal received from the Borough is to reduce the existing 50mph to a 40mph limit for a 503 metre section on Sandhurst Road.  The committee’s recommendations were 
The committee agreed its comments on the proposal to be:-

1. The Parish Council are disappointed that the reduction from 50 to 40 mph is only to be applied to the defined section, rather than the entire length of A321 Sandhurst Road.

2. The proposed agreement to monitor the site for a period of six months following implementation should encompass both the new 40mph section and the remaining 50 mph section of A321 Sandhurst Road to see the effect of the change.  

3. The Parish Council will continue to support the local residents to achieve a 40mph limit for the entire length of the A321 Sandhurst Road

4. The existing 50mph VAS are large and the committee have a preference that the new 40 mph VAS signs be smaller and more appropriate to the area. The new 40mph VAS should be installed on the existing VAS posts.

Main Council AGREED that these comments be confirmed to WBC.   Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Milne for his efforts in reducing speed limits in Finchampstead.

115/2008 - COMMITTEE PROCEDURES

Cllr Cundy highlighted the proper procedures that all committee chairmen must be aware of, namely that if a meeting date changes or an additional meeting has to be called, proper notification is placed on parish noticeboards to allow public comment, otherwise such meetings will not be legal and no decisions can be made.  It was AGREED that the Standing Orders be amended to reflect this – to be discussed at the next Finance Meeting.
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116/2008 – ANNUAL GATHERING PREPARATION – 8 pm, WEDS. 26TH MARCH 2008 AT ST JAMES CHURCH CENTRE

· Reports from the Chairman, Committee Chairmen must be sent to the Clerk by noon on Tuesday 25th March

· Reports – District Councillors – Angus Ross, Rob Stanton, Gerald Cockroft

· Photo presentation – Derek Moore (Louise Morris)

· Schools Display material – none received so far

· List of guests – 35 acceptances so far + 17 councillors + partners (Badges

· Refreshments

117/2008 - ELECTIONS 2008 & NEW COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Nomination Papers distributed – to be returned to WBC by NOON ON FRIDAY 4TH APRIL 2008
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

118/2008 - Correspondence

1. Grant Application from Village Club for funds to cover expenses for Insurance, Pest Control and Electricity checks – to Finance Committee
2. Email Protocol and Policy – Cllr Mayne it was AGREED that Cllr Mayne continue with a Draft Protocol to be submitted to Main Council in April 2008 and to be on the Agenda.

3. WBC – New Management Structure – copies distributed

4. Campaign Against Waste – meeting 31st March 2008 – Cllr Veitch will attend with Cllr Mrs Hughes.
Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE – Confirmation of Mazars LLP as External Auditor
FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.
Forum

· Molly Harle - Following Mrs Harle’s recent death– it was AGREED that as a previous Clerk to the Council and for all her other involvement in village life the parish council should place a memorial tree or bench in her memory.  Passed to the Amenities Committee.

· Borough Councillor Elections – Cllr Markham wishes to get more parish involvement from the Borough Councillors, because other than Cllr Weeks, there is not much regular contact.  Cllr Cundy will speak to the councillors at the Annual Gathering.

· Cllr Mrs Hughes advised that another Shopping Bus Group is trying to set up in competition with Keep Mobile and will keep Main Council informed.

· WDALC – Cllr Cox prepared notes on a possible re-organisation for discussion at their next meeting.
· Cllr Weeks advised the new Police Commander for WBC from April will be Chief Inspector Denise Blackburn.
119/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 15th April 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm. 

Forthcoming Meetings List distributed – changes to dates to be noted.
The meeting closed at 10.20 pm     
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