FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.00 PM ON 

THURSDAY 18TH MAY 2006 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, G Markham, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs L Vass

Cllrs Mrs S Sach, Mrs S Hall, W Chapman, E Cox, J Dewhurst

Cllrs I Milne, G Veitch, J May (arr. 7.20)

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

171/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Mrs Driver, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, A Peace, S Weeks

172/2006 – ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR 2006-07

Cllr Roland Cundy was proposed as Chairman by Cllr Markham and seconded by Cllr Mrs Vass.  AGREED UNANIMOUSLY

Cllr Geoff Markham was proposed as Vice Chairman by Cllr Mrs Hughes and seconded by Cllr Cox.  AGREED UNANIMOUSLY

Elections for Chairs of Committees will take place at the end of the meeting.

Cllr Cundy thanked the councillors for their support and brought forward Item 6 on the Agenda to reach council agreement on the New Community Facility project prior to his attendance at the Extraordinary Meeting of the Rides Association which starts at 8.00pm.

173/2006 – NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY 

The Finchampstead Parish Council AGREED that Wokingham District Council pursue the development of opportunities of extensive leisure and community facilities, to include the Baptist Church, on the Gorse Ride Site.  Furthermore it was AGREED that if this goes ahead:-

1. Finchampstead Parish Council must have a representation on the Management Committee

2. Football pitches and changing facilities are to continue to be made available during the development period

3. Alternative facilities enjoyed by current Association’s users of the Hall are to continue to be made available during the development period and these rights carried forward to the new facility.

It was AGREED that Cllrs Cundy, Mrs Vass, Cox and Milne leave the Main Council meeting to attend the Extraordinary Meeting of the Rides Association. The councillors left at 7.45pm and

Cllr Markham chaired the remainder of the meeting.
174/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 20th April 2006 were signed as a true record

175/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

133/2006 – Allotments
After further investigation, three possible sites have been identified and the Clerk will write to the relevant organisations to make further enquiries.

Land Registry – to identify the owner of the small field in Warren Lane, opposite Warren Lodge

WDC – re the area of land beyond this field, off Warren Lane

RMC Aggregates – for land becoming available when extraction ceases, Longwater Road.

133/2006 – War Memorial Cleaning
The Memorial has been cleaned and re-valued at £50K – the insurance cover will be increased accordingly.  
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133/2006 - Closure of Finchampstead Road 

The stage from Evendons Lane junction has commenced and work is still just ahead of schedule.

136/2006 – Secondary School Petition
WDC replied to the Clerk to say that a secondary school for the south of the District is still part of the Education Vision and would be built if a suitable opportunity arose. 

The Clerk wrote to the organisers of the petition to request amendment to the wording of their website and to authorise the website publication of the parish council’s letter to them.

137/2006 – Barkham PC proposal to change Parish Boundaries
Barkham PC’s Clerk emailed to advise that, in their opinion, the new communities being built on Garrison land should become a separate entity and that some parish boundaries be amended.  They propose a meeting between neighbouring parishes on 21st June for further discussion – Cllr Markham will attend and report back to the council.

138/2006 – Rides Association Insurance Policy

The Clerk has written to request a copy of the Buildings policy.

138/2006 – Footpath 9 – Litter problem
The Clerk has asked Roger Long to clear the path on this occasion only and Cllr Markham will discuss future action at the next FPMC meeting. 

176/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the meeting held on the 17th May  and items of note are:- 

· 347 Finchampstead Road – the first application for 8 flats was objected to and a further application from Millgate Homes for 10 flats was objected to on the same grounds.  The applications are referred to Development Control at WDC and Cllr Newcombe will attend.

· Woodcray Manor – Enforcement Notice upheld by the Inspector subject to correction.  The Assistant Clerk will write to WDC about the restitution of the land.

· Pyghtle – Appeal dismissed

· Alyeska – Appeal dismissed, due to inefficient use of land.

· 6 Johnson Drive – Appeal dismissed, due to 50% increase of building area

· Tree Preservation Orders on 61-67 Kiln Ride and at Alyeska.

· WDC have selected the street name Manor Barns Lane for the development.

Cllr Jim May reported on the recent sale of agricultural land owned by Mr Bishop to a company called UK Land Investments.  This company are advertising small plots of land for sale in three phases of approximately 95 in each phase for a selling price from £18.5K.  Adverts are placed in publications targeted at overseas and business investors, rather than locally.

Cllr May has investigated the company who have been active in many parts of the country in buying up parcels of rural land and selling on.  Several other companies are also active in this practice and have been the subject of investigations by local and national newspapers and the BBC. Cllr Weeks is working with WDC Enforcement Officers to put in place Article 4 to prevent permitted development.

It was AGREED the parish council support efforts to prevent such sale of land and the Clerk will contact the local MPs to gain their support locally and for the Private Member’s Bill put forward by Greg Mulholland.  The Clerk will also contact the Finchampstead Society.

FINANCE –  The committee met on Wednesday 3rd May 2006 and the minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Mrs Sach presented the report in the absence of Cllr Cox.

Rides Association Loans – Total £8536.  Their main source of income is from the Sports Club who are presently insolvent and this may impact on the forthcoming repayments.

60

1. Year End Accounts were reviewed and the Total Expenditure of £97088 was £29K under budget mainly due to the Scouts Loan not being taken up, Roads Budget underspend and £3K election allowance unspent.  As a consequence, Reserves fell by only £6K to £80K.  Accounts for submission to the Auditors will be presented at the next Council meeting.

2. Risk Assessement sub committee has reviewed the physical assets, records updated and appropriate actions being taken.

3. New Computer Systems will be progressed when the year end audited accounts are finalised.

4. Donation to Eversley Sports Association will be discussed at the next Finance meeting following receipt of more information.

Statement of Accounts

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£70,652.35 earning 3.85%

HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT
£ 58334.52 earning 1.3% (at 20.04.06)

(incl. first Precept payment of £48485.00

The Cheque List at Appx A – CHQ/APR06 is submitted for approval. - APPROVED

AMENITIES – The committee met on 9th May 2006 and the minutes have been distributed.

Points of interest are:-

· California Country Park – car parking spaces will be increased by 50 to help alleviate parking problems during the summer season when the paddling pool is open.  A charge for using the pool was not imposed by WDC.

· Scout Project – Chris Buggy hopes to finalise the costings now that the elections are over and discussions can be completed.

· Flower Baskets – being prepared by Henry Street Nurseries and due to be installed in the next week or two and will be maintained regularly by Quadron Services.

· Noticeboards – were inspected by the Risk Assessment committee and the Amenities committee agreed to replace them over a period of years, beginning with the Belmont Stores board and outside Dillons in Barkham Ride.  The Clerk and Cllr Markham will source suitable boards.

FOOTPATHS – 

The committee met on 16th May 2006 and the minutes will be distributed.  Cllr Chapman reported that:-

· Footpath 8 Primrose Cottage – the hedging will prove a problem once again and WDC will be asked to take action.

· Blackwater Valley Partnership will no longer maintain the footpaths and the Footpath Warden will take over.  Cllr Mrs Hall reported that some debris from lake clearance by the Partnership’s contractors has been left on the road side and the Clerk will write to ask them for its removal.

· Footpath 6 – Cllr Chapman is waiting for the landowner to re-arrange a date for the meeting to discuss its diversion.

· Public Rights of Way meeting at WDC – data from the recent questionnaire was published but provided inconclusive results.  Cllr Weeks will obtain background data.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – next meeting 6th June 2006

New VAS 50 mph signs have been erected in Sandhurst Road.
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177/2006 - OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – No meeting to report

RIIDES ASSOCIATION – Cllr Mrs Vass’ report is distributed.

Multi Agency Group – no meeting to report

Southern Parishes Area Youth Committee

This committee has been inactive for some time, pending the appointment of the new Youth Worker, and meetings will re-commence from June 2006.  The Parish Council are invited to appoint a representative to attend meetings and a copy of the Constitution is enclosed.  Candice Wright will co-ordinate meetings in future.  It was AGREED Cllr Cundy remain as representative.

Village Club

Cllr Dewhurst reported the land has been valued but no action will be taken until the Scouts project has progressed and a Trustees meeting will take place in the next few weeks.  Cllr May advised a realistic cost to replace the building would be a minimum of £30K and, as previously agreed, would be added to the Parish Council’s Insurance Policy.

Clerk’s Report 
1. The Clerk reported the overgrown hedges along the footway between California Ratepayers Hall and Gorse Ride Estate and will monitor progress.

2. The Clerk confirmed that the annual Electrical Test arranged by FPMC was carried out in April and the wall mounted electric fire, kettle, Epson Printer and Canon copier were tested OK,  2 laptops were not tested  The Clerk requests permission to clear out the unused office items – Dell PC, Scanner, Fax machine, 2 kw electric heater.  AGREED – Cllr Cundy will help dispose of the items.

3. The Clerk reported that several years’ of Minutes will need binding and placing at the County Archives for safe keeping.  The cost for binding each volume is approximately £40.00 and it was AGREED the Clerk arrange for binding and archiving.  

178/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE

1. Clifton Ingram – announce conversion to a Limited Liability Partnership and will be re-named Clifton Ingram LLP from 1st May 2006.

2. Well Being Programme – SE Regional Bid

3. WDC Emergency Planning Team – Early Warning System – free service to mobile numbers.  (RC)

4. Land For Sale in Finchampstead – RC has spoken to UK Land Investments and has been informed that planning permission is not guaranteed however, with the pressure on land in the SE there may be a good chance in 7 years.  He will attend a meeting on 2nd June to discuss further and report to the next Planning meeting after that date.

Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance 

1. Zurich Municipal Insurance Renewal

2. CCB Membership 06-07

Amenities
1. Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Local Authority Byelaws – A Discussion Paper

2. Village Greens & Open Spaces – Wildflower Workshop
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FOLDER CONTENTS – February 2006 – The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc

179/2006 – FORUM

Cllr Veitch remarked that the regular attendance by the District Councillors and the Police have ceased and it was AGREED these should form part of the regular Agenda.  The Clerk will write to the District Councillors and Sgt Cull to arrange definite dates for quarterly attendance.

Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that Mollie Harle is back at home from hospital and the Clerk will arrange for a bouquet of flowers to be delivered.

Cllr Chapman reported that Miss van Hoboten celebrated her 104th birthday recently and it was AGREED the Clerk contact the Nursing Home to ask for a list of birthday dates of centenarians so that flowers can be sent in future.

180/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed

Thursday 15th June 2006 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead. 7.30pm

The meeting closed at  9.28 pm
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