FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 17th MAY 2007
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, G Markham, 




Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe



Cllrs Mrs S Sach, Miss Vaughan-Morgan




Cllrs R Black, W Chapman, E Cox, J May




Cllrs A Pearce, G Veitch, I Milne (arr. 7.50pm)




Louise Morris – Youth Worker



The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

162/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Mrs L Vass, D Moore, S Weeks (attending the Annual Meeting of WBC)
163/2007 – ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Nomination for Chairman: Cllr Roland Cundy
Proposed by Cllr Cox and seconded by Cllr Chapman and elected unanimously
Cllr Cundy thanked the members for their wholehearted support for his fourth year of office and for their work in the past year.
Nomination for Vice-Chairman: Cllr Geoff Markham
Proposed by Cllr Cundy and seconded by Cllr Mrs Hughes and elected unanimously
164/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 19TH April 2007 were amended on page 42 to show that ‘Cllr Mrs Newcombe’ be inserted as the nomination for CPRE and the time the meeting closed entered as ‘9.34 pm’ .  The Minutes were then signed as a true record

165/2007- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

103/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

All committees are progressing with preparation of their contributions.

108/2007 – Appointment Of Newsletter Working Group

Cllr Cundy has the newsletter template on his computer and the committee chairmen are finalising their sections.  The Clerk is to investigate the possibility of the Royal Mail distributing the 5000 copies.
110/2007 – Kiln Ride obstruction
The Clerk informed the Enforcement Officer at WBC who will investigate and awaits his report.
110/2007 – Averys Car Park
The Clerk has not received any reports of illegal parking on the double yellow lines and will progress with Dave Halley
2007 – Averys Waste Skip
Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that in the view of the WBC Waste Team a manned vehicle would be a better solution and the Amenities committee will discuss this at their next meeting.
142/2007 –  JJ & Coles – Thursday Bus Service

The Clerk wrote to thank JJ Coles for their past service to the community 
142/2007 – Village Club
The Clerk wrote to thank John Dewhurst for his service to the community as parish councillor and Trustee of the Village Club.  Cllrs G Markham and W Chapman will now become the parish council Trustees on the charity with Maurice Driver of the Parochial Church member, Jon Neville of the Scouts and Mr Dewhurst will continue as a co-opted Trustee.  The next meeting of the Village Club committee is to be arranged for mid June
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142/2007 – Drift Lane – burnt out car
Reported to WBC by both Cllr Mrs Hughes and the Clerk but Cllr Veitch reports the car still there.
142/2007 – Dell Road – blocked ditches

Has been reported to WBC who will inspect and advise – the Clerk to progress.
Cllr Cundy proposed the Youth Report be brought forward and invited Louise Morris to address the meeting on the Youth Group’s current and future activities.
166/2007 - VILLAGES YOUTH MONTHLY REPORT - Louise Morris advised the members that the group has doubled in size to 12 in recent weeks and now include boys.  The group are designing and building a ‘New York’ skyline to decorate their room and in the summer the youth evening will be extended to provide more activities.  In addition, an extra night for 11-14 year olds has started and 13 attended the first evening and it is intended this should be fortnightly at first.  Some of the group are to visit South Africa to see another culture and learn from the experience on conflict resolution.  Before the summer holidays, the police will patrol the California Crossroads and Gorse Ride areas to make youngsters aware of their presence and Louise will advise the dates.  During the holidays a varied programme for activities during the day, outings and residential courses will be arranged.
Cllr Mrs Driver suggested liaising with St James’ Church who is twinned with a South African village and email contact beforehand could be of benefit to the group.  Cllr Mrs Hughes reported aggressive behaviour by some youths towards older residents and Louise will ask the Community Development Worker if she has had any reports and will report back.  Cllr Black mentioned the recent Finchampstead Magazine article by a 9 year old pupil of Nine Mile Ride School trying to get a skate park in the area.  Louise Morris can provide temporary skate slides and will arrange them to be used in and around the parish during the summer holidays.  
Cllr Cundy thanked Louise for attending the meeting and the members agreed it is encouraging to hear about all the initiatives so badly needed by the young people of the area.

167/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the meeting held the night before when a considerable number of applications were considered.  Most were passed without comment except
1. Challenor Close – application for additional house – objections as over development of site
2. Hollybush Ride – proposal to demolish one house and take part of the gardens from two others to build 5 new dwellings.  No objections other than Thames Basin Heath (TBH).

3. Longwater Lane – replacement dwelling overbearing and out of keeping.
· Thames Basin Heath - although the committee have not been officially informed, English Heritage may have altered their position on the EC Directive covering this protected land.  The Assistant Clerk has been asked to write to WBC to clarify their current position and request a revised boundary map for the affected area.
· WBC Enforcement Officers are due to attend site at Greenacres and New Mill.

· Cllr Mrs Newcombe will attend the planning meeting on 13th June when the new Baptist Centre will be discussed.
The committee will meet after Main Council to elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman.
FINANCE – Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Cox for attending the meeting in view of his recent operation.  Cllr Cox reported on matters arising since the last meeting, the main item being the letter from UHY Hacker Young with the Annual Return for 2006-07.  
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1. The figures are mostly resolved apart from the figure of £6869 owed to the council by the Rides Association and Cllr Cox proposed writing the debt off.  The matter was discussed fully and Cllr Markham proposed the debt remain on the accounts with a note of memorandum that this amount be reserved in 2007-08.  AGREED by 13 with 1 vote against.  Proposal carried.  This action will be checked with Alan Harland, the Internal Auditor.  The Annual Return deadline is 29th June 2007 and the Finance Chairman and the Clerk will prepare the Return for acceptance and signature by the council at the June meeting.
2. Cllr Cox proposed acceptance of the Internal Auditor’s fee of £500.  AGREED.  The Clerk will amend the letter of Acceptance of Terms to include this figure.

3. The Scouts Group report they will be submitting their planning application shortly and are likely to take the £20K loan offered by the Parish Council during this financial year.

4. The Risk Assessment sub committee are to finalise their Terms of Reference which is required for the audit.
5. NALC sent amendments to the Contract of Employment that Cllrs Cox and Mrs Hughes examined.  It is proposed that three of the clauses be added

a) Flexible working hours be permitted

b) Paid leave for Maternity/Paternity/Adoption/Carers be added

c) Sick pay if falling sick during a holiday

The further suggested clause to allow one week’s notice period not to be included.

All AGREED

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£88590.08 earning 3.4%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£ 53020.93 (at 30.4.0707) 

· CHEQUE LIST MAY/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
Cllr Cox ended his report (his last for 17 years) and thanked the members for all their support on the Finance Committee during this time.  The Finance Committee will meet after Main Council to elect a Chairman & Vice Chairman and confirm a date for their next meeting.
Cllr Cundy expressed his and the other councillors’ heartfelt thanks to Cllr Cox for all his sterling work in the last seventeen years.  Cllr Cox’s unstinting efforts, purely on a voluntary basis, for the council showed a fantastic commitment to the parish and its residents.  AGREED UNANIMOUSLY with warm applause.

AMENITIES 
Cllr Markham reported on matters arising since the last meeting.

· Thursday Bus  - the service has been successfully taken over by Keep Mobile for the past few weeks and notices will be put on the boards to advertise the availability of a ‘Door to Door Service’.  Cllr Markham thanked Cllr Mrs Hughes for her efforts in organising this.
· Allotments -  discussions with Cemex and WBC continue for their provision.

· Noticeboards – The boards have been delivered and Cllr Markham is arranging installation at Kiln Ride (Finchampstead Road end) and the Memorial Hall, where the board will be re-sited further along at a lower level so that the concrete step is unnecessary.
· Reparations – Cllr Markham is arranging with John Fruin to complete the list of small works (Water Pump, benches, Noticeboards etc)
· Skips – to be reviewed in full at the next meeting

· Flower Baskets – last year’s contractor is unwilling to water this season and the Clerk and Cllr Mrs Hughes are trying to source an alternative.
Next Meeting – the committee will meet after Main Council to decide a change of date. The first item on the Agenda is to elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman.
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FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman reported on matters arising since the last meeting.
1. Footpath 9 – an adjoining landowner has erected a new fence and taken land from the footpath.  Cllr Chapman has informed the Countryside Service who will speak to the owner.
2. Bridleway 49 - Cllr Chapman has received a reply to the letter sent to the resident about the horse barrier who now agrees its usefulness and suggests more are installed.

3. WBC have fitted the catch to the new gate on Footpath 3 – New Mill Road
4. Footpath 4 – Cllr Mrs Sach reported a newly erected fence that also appears to encroach on the path and Cllr Chapman will investigate.
Next Meeting – Wednesday 30th  May 2007, 8pm at California Ratepayers Hall, the first item on the Agenda to elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Milne apologised for his late arrival, the next meeting is on Wednesday 6th 2007, 7.30 pm in small Committee Room, Memorial Hall, Finchampstead, the first item on the Agenda to elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman.

1. Cllr Mrs Driver and Roger Black reported recent police activity with speed guns in Nine Mile Ride and Finchampstead Road. 

2. A resident of Fleet Hill has thanked the committee for their efforts in reducing the speed limit there.

3. It was agreed that Street Furniture should be on the Agenda at the next meeting.
168/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham reported on the meeting on 28th March and was pleased to report that the finances are much improved and there is now £8K surplus.  The Sports Club have also increased membership and their finances are stronger.  The new storage facility is being built.
RIDES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – see main Agenda
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION see distributed report
WBC – NEW COMMUNITY HEALTH SUPPORT CRITERIA
Cllr Mrs Hughes recently attended a meeting at WBC on their reduction of health support services within the borough.  In future only cases deemed ‘critical’ will qualify and the meeting was to enable other community and voluntary groups to consider ways of helping those now dis-qualified.  All volunteers will required a police CRB check costing £48 but funding doubtful and carers need to be recruited by 8th June.  The members agreed this is going to be difficult to accomplish.
CLERK’S REPORT – Nothing further to report
169/2007 – CHAIRMAN’S UPDATE – RIDES ASSOCIATION & LEASE ON LAND AT GORSE RIDE 
The Clerk wrote to Doug Patterson and copies are distributed for members information.  Cllr Cundy was disappointed that no response has been received from WBC, although he has been informed that the Chief Executive was on holiday for part of the time.
WBC recently tried to set up a meeting to include Cllr Cundy and Jim Gallagher of the Baptist Church and District Councillors but Mr Gallagher was unavailable.  However, no agenda was proposed and Cllr Cundy was uncertain of the precise matters to be discussed.

Cllr Weeks, who is unable to attend tonight, emailed to report meetings held between himself, Mr Gallagher and Cllr Frank Browne and other meetings held with WBC Deputy Chief Executive and the Estates Department to try and resolve outstanding issues between all parties. Cllr Cundy confirmed to Cllr Milne that the Parish Council had not been invited to attend any of these meetings.
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The members agreed the difficulty of the WBC seems to be the Estates Department’s wish to maximise the borough council’s assets and the Clerk will email Jim Gallagher to verify that the church plans include permission for the football field and other sports facilities.  The members AGREED that their position remained the same and will sign the Deed of Surrender at the agreed ‘trigger point’ i.e. when planning permission is granted.  When the next meeting is arranged Cllrs Cundy, Mrs Driver and Geoff Cundy will attend with the Clerk and Tim Read of Clifton Ingram.
It was also AGREED that letters of support would be useful at the Planning Meeting on 13th June when the application is heard.  The Clerk is to write to the Planning Department to state the parish council’s wholehearted support of the scheme.
170/2007 – NOMINATIONS TO OUTSIDE ORGANISATIONS
Other Working Groups/Outside Organisations

· Fuel Allotment – Cllr Roger Black added

· WDALC & District/Parish Conference – Cllr Roger Black to attend next meeting

· Governor for NMR School – Cllr Jim May nominated

· CPRE – Cllr Mrs Newcombe nominated

· Biodiversity Forum – Cllr Veitch nominated

· Wokingham United Charities Trust – Cllr Veitch to be nominated and the Clerk will confirm this with the Trust and request that minutes and agendas are sent to him in readiness for each meeting.

·  Village Club – Cllrs Markham and W Chapman nominated as the two FPC representatives as allowed under the constitution. 
· Older Peoples Forum – Cllr Mrs Hughes nominated

· Keep Mobile – Cllr Mrs Hughes nominated

· Veteran Tree Project – Cllr Veitch

· Multi Agency Group/Gorse Ride Residents – Cllrs Mrs C Driver & R Cundy
ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

CORRESPONDENCE LIST

171/2007 - UHY Hacker Young – Audit Letter – distributed to each councillor – TO BE MINUTED
172/2007 –OTHER CORRESPONDENCE 

1. Cllr Lynn Vass’ resignation – Cllr Cundy announced Cllr Mrs Vass’ resignation as from the next Main Council on 21st June which she will attend.

2. WBC – The Town & Parish News – requesting articles from parish/town councils – Cllr Mrs Driver will undertake writing articles for submission.
3. WBC – acknowledgement of new co-opted members
4. WBC – Press Releases re Puffin Crossing and planting Lime Trees – the Clerk wrote to Angus Ross to express the council’s disappointment at not being notified prior to the events.
5. WBC – Invitation from the Sports Development Unit to the Launch of the Sports Federation and Cheque Presentation to Sports Club Grants 2007, Thursday 24 May 7pm, Madjeski Stadium

6. Dept for Communities & Local Government – Model Code of Conduct Order 2007 – can be viewed on www.opsi.gov.uk/si/si-2007-index.htm and a copy will be held in the Parish Office

7. Berkshire West – Primary Care Trust – Invitation to attend ‘Your Care, Your Voice, Your Views’ events on Monday 21st May 10-3 Oakwood Centre Woodley; Friday 25 May 10-3 Renaissance Hotel, Reading; Friday 1 June 10-3, Newbury College, Newbury.

8. Invitation for Nine Mile Ride School’s 75th Birthday celebrations – Cllr Cundy to attend
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Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE & GENERAL PURPOSES

· UHY Hacker Young – Annual Audit Return 06-07
· Zurich Insurance Renewal Documents
R&RS

· Letter from resident re 50mph limit, Fleet Hill

FOOTPATHS

· Restricted Byway 31 – Modification Order 2007 

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc
· NALC – Local Council Review

· CPRE – Annual Report 2006

173/2007 FORUM
Cllr Mrs Driver invited members to the Church Fete on 14th July and would like to organise a Tug o War team and asked for volunteers.
Cllr Jim May reported that the UKLI auditors have resigned and their report is available on the internet.

174/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thursday 21st June 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  
The meeting closed at 9.35pm
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