FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 15th MAY 2008 AT THE 

MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:


Cllrs Mrs Christine Driver, Mrs Lauraine Newcombe, Roger Black, Stephen Bromley, Wally Chapman, Eric Cox, Roland Cundy, Ian Gordon, Geoff Markham, Jim May, Andrew Pearce, Gordon Veitch, Simon Weeks (arrived 8.10pm)
2 members of the public

Mrs Jane Holloway, Clerk

193/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllr Kevin Mayne,
194/2007 – ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Following the recent uncontested elections, the following were elected as follows:

North Ward – Roger Black, Eric Cox, Christine Driver, Ian Gordon, Kevin Mayne, Lauraine Newcombe, Andrew Pearce - no vacancies
South Ward – Stephen Bromley, Wally Chapman, Roland Cundy, Geoff Markham, Jim May, Gordon Veitch, Simon Weeks -one vacancy
Lower Wokingham Ward – 2 vacancies

The Clerk asked for nominations for Chairman of the Finchampstead Parish Council.  Cllr Roland Cundy was nominated by Cllr Markham and seconded by Cllr Chapman.  There being no further nominations Cllr Cundy was unanimously elected.

Cllr Cundy thanked the council for their votes and looked forward to working with the members for a further year.  Cllr Weeks, on behalf of the members, thanked Cllr Cundy for his hard work during the past four years.
Cllr Cundy asked for nominations for Vice Chairman of the Finchampstead Parish Council.  Cllr Markham was nominated by Cllr Cundy and seconded by Cllr Mrs Driver and, there being no further nominations, was elected unanimously.
195/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 17th April 2008, were amended on page 44 to read ‘of Washington Fields’ and then signed as a true record.  

196/2008 - VILLAGE YOUTH GROUP – AFRICA 2008 PROJECT

It was agreed to bring forward the item on the Agenda to allow Louise Morris to address the council.

Louise Morris, Youth Worker and Leeza Moss, representing the Finchampstead youth participating in this project, addressed the meeting to outline the application for funding towards the cost of the project.  Four of Finchampstead’s youth group are among the 12 selected to participate in a community project in a South African township in Cape Town.  
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The grant of £1500 applied for is towards the overall costs and to supplement other grant funding and their own fundraising efforts.  It was AGREED the matter be discussed at the next Finance Committee.  Cllr Cundy thanked Louise Morris and Leeza Moss for attending the meeting and believed that the group’s visit would be educational and help promote understanding of two different cultures.
After Misses Morris and Moss left the meeting the members agreed that Louise Morris is an extremely effective Youth Worker and making much needed improvement in the Gorse Ride area.  Cllr Weeks advised that the group has set up a new Youth Website for to promote more involvement in the area; also that WBC has funding available for the Summer Activity Programme.

197/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

164/2008 – MBE Awards

Cllr Mrs Driver advised the council that, having made enquiries, the council does not have any direct involvement with the candidate and therefore the matter should be handled by the Guides Association.  Cllr Driver will draft a letter to the Association with the suggestion that their organization undertakes the nomination.
166/2008 – ASB Task & Finish Group

Cllr Pearce’s Report on behalf of FPC – copies distributed.

198/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on meetings held on 16th April (minutes already distributed) and the meeting held last night - Minutes to be distributed in due course.

Appeals: 

· 409 Finchampstead Road – Cllr Mrs Driver attended the Informal Hearing at Shute End on behalf of the committee who has since been advised that the Appeal was dismissed.

· Warren Lodge Residential Home – the parish council had no objections but WBC refused permission.  Appeal allowed

· 91&97 Kiln Ride – application to demolish and replace – parish council had objected.  Appeal allowed

The committee received a letter from the developers of the Baptist Chapel in The Village and the Assistant Clerk sent a response to advise that the committee is ‘unaware of any local groups having difficulty obtaining meeting space in the village.’
At the meeting on 14th May, the committee noted that the Enforcement Section at WBC had not been very successful in recent times due to lack of staff and agreed to monitor progress on enforcement issues more closely. Cllr Mrs Newcombe advised that the following matters have been reported to the enforcement section.

· Rubec Cottage replacement dwelling

· Summer House at Greenacres, Nine Mile Ride

· The Stables, Jovike, Lower Wokingham Road,

· Travis Perkins – Enforcement Notice to be issued.

· 6 The Village – illegal car trading – awaiting events.

· Pinecopse, Nine Mile Ride – touring caravan site.
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Applications:

· 275 Finchampstead Road – WBC refused the Certificate of Lawful Use and it was not clear whether the buildings will have to be demolished.

· 33 Nine Mile Ride – refused by WBC but the parish council did not receive a copy of the application and was unable to make comments.

· Hopewell, Range Road – the committee objected on this application as on previous on the grounds of being a Greenfield site and Thames Basin Heath limitations.

Decisions at WBC:

· Amber Lodge, Heath Ride – refused as annexe disproportionately large to main dwelling.

· Green Acres, Lower Sandhurst Road – refused due to scale and bulk, detrimental to setting

· 85 Foxcote – refused due to scale, detrimental to visual amenity and neighbouring properties

· 33 Nine Mile Ride – refused due to proximity to highway and incongruous to street scene.

· Broughton, Heath Ride – refused due to harmful impact on character of countryside and increase in mass and bulk

· New Mill House, New Mill Road – refused.

New Appeals:

· Monks Hall, Lower Sandhurst Rd, erection of a building cover for existing outdoor riding area.  FPC had no objections.

· Meadowside, Park Lane, erection of detached dwelling with parking facilities to replace existing mobile home.  FPC had objected.

· Amber Lodge, Heath Ride, erection of single storey detached garage.  FPC had objected.

· New Mill Restaurant, New Mill Lane, erection of semi-permanent siting of a marquee with the retention of a raised timber base.  FPC had objected.

· Land at Brunningham’s Farm, Heath Ride

FINANCE – 

Cllr Cundy reported that Alan Harland, the Internal Auditor, visited the Clerk on Monday 12th May to assist with closing the accounts for 2007-08 and preparation work towards completion of the Audit Return.  As the Audit has to be returned by end of July, the auditor suggested it be prepared for Main Council approval for the meeting on 19th June with a Finance meeting prior to this to agree the requisite items.
St James Restoration Fund

The Clerk has written to the Fund Raising Committee and requested that the estimates are submitted to the Finance Committee.  Rev. Warden’s thank you letter under correspondence.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE (at 1st May 08)

£ 58873.85 earning 1.85%

Includes receipt of 1st half of Precept

· CHEQUE LIST MAY/08 submitted for approval –
APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
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The Clerk confirmed that all the funds in the NSI Account benefited from the full interest rate but no further transfers into the account was allowed as it exceeded the £100K limit.

AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported on the meeting held on 29th April – minutes distributed.
· War Memorial Benches – the Clerk has instructed JDB Contractors to proceed with repairs.

· Welcome Pack – is regularly supplied to the Cedar House Surgery and Cllr Cundy confirmed that he is still trying to include the Finchampstead Road Surgery in the project.

· Allotments – the Clerk is to contact Derek Wiseman to invite him to attend the next Amenities meeting to discuss progress.  Cllr Markham gave Mr & Mrs Curtis an update of the parish council’s progress in obtaining suitable land for use as allotments and that Cemex remains the best opportunity.  Cllr Weeks advised that planning permission will be required for this change to the original Cemex application.

· Flowering Baskets – Cllr Cundy confirmed that the baskets are being prepared at the Nursery and will be ready for the end of May.  At that time the bowser will be transported to Cresswells for the season.

· Notice Boards – Cllr Markham confirmed that the committee precepted for the purchase of 2 more boards but at Cllr Weeks’ suggestion, will decide at the next meeting whether to increase the order to 3.  This would complete the project as it is thought unnecessary to replace the board at California Crossroads.

FOOTPATHS – No meeting to report but Cllr Chapman advised the members he is to meet WBC this week to discuss the muddy conditions on F/P 6; and that the decision on the new designation for Wick Hill is still in abeyance due to a resident’s late objection.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – no meeting to report but Cllr May confirmed that the improvements to Church Lane have been completed but those for White Horse Lane were suspended due to problems with the drainage.  
199/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – No meeting to report but revised quotations for the Playground have not yet been received.
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 

No meeting to report
FABNAG REPORT
Cllr Pearce attended on 14th May and reported that the Community Wardens are involving young people in reparation work around the estate.  More work is required to renovate the area and Cllr Pearce mentioned ‘Go Gardeners’ a non profit making enterprise who could be employed to do this as WBC do not have funding available.  It was agreed that more support remains necessary to maintain the improvements in the area.
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CLERK’S REPORT

The Clerk has received information from Aon Insurance but it may not be possible to get a quotation before the end of the existing policy on 31st May.

The Village Club Trustees are due to meet in June and respond to the Parish Council’s offer of funding the costs of insurance, electricity checks and pest control inspection. Mrs Holloway will put this on their Agenda

200/2008 – BAPTIST COMMUNITY CENTRE – PROJECT UPDATE

Cllr Weeks reported that the special meeting at WBC approved the project in full and the lawyers are to finalise the legal documents.  A Management Committee is required and this is to include the Borough Council and the Parish Council.  Work is now due to commence in September 2008 to be completed in 9-10 months in readiness for Summer 2009.
201/2008 – WBC CYCLING STRATEGY – PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSE

Cllr Mayne’s report was submitted to WBC as the Parish Council’s response to this Strategy.
202/2008 – NEW PEDESTRIAN CROSSINGS AT CALIFORNIA CROSSROADS

The changes have been generally welcomed and Nine Mile Ride School is very pleased about the changes.  However, the Clerk received a couple of complaints:-
· Railings have been placed in such a way that pedestrians cannot reach to the smaller island.  Cllr Weeks confirmed that the changes were done in line with the original plans and conform to the petitioners’ requests.  It was not intended that pedestrians access the smaller island and it was agreed that Cllr May, as Nine Mile Ride Governor, put forward the suggestion of a Roads Awareness Day for the pupils.
· Cllr Chapman reported to WBC that the special textured paving had been wrongly installed but Cllr Weeks confirmed this has now been rectified.

203/2008 – FINCHAMPSTEAD WAR MEMORIAL – ADDITION OF NAMES OF THOSE FALLEN IN CONFLICTS SINCE WORLD WAR 2

The Amenities Committee at the meeting on 29th April discussed the request from the family of Capt. David Hicks, who was awarded the Military Cross and killed in Helmand Province, Afghanistan in August 2007, for his name to be engraved on the War Memorial.  
The consulted the War Memorial Trust and Cllr Mrs Driver undertook further research with the Berkshire Record Office.  The Memorial is not listed and so does not require special permissions.  The Parish Council, as custodians, must advertise the intention to add the name and it was agreed that this should be done as widely as possible.  It was AGREED a Working Group be set up and Cllrs Wally Chapman, Eric Cox, Mrs Driver, Jim May and Gordon Veitch will set up a meeting shortly.  The Clerk will respond to Mr Hicks to say we are very supportive but have to research the procedure and will keep him informed. 

204/2008 – UKLI – COMPANY WINDING UP – FUTURE OF AFFECTED LAND SOLD TO INVESTORS. Cllr Weeks advised he met the local farmer, Mr Bishop who originally sold the land and has now received a letter from the liquidators of UKLI.  
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They are happy for him to continue farming the land and have confirmed that UKLI cannot give him notice to leave.  It may be possible for Mr Bishop to re-purchase the land from the liquidator and it was agreed that the Parish Council should also register its interest with the liquidator – the Clerk will draft a letter.
205/2008 – NOMINATIONS TO COMMITTEES & OTHER ORGANISATIONS

The Clerk distributed the draft Committee Lists and it was agreed that each committee will hold short meetings after Main Council business to select Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and agree the date of the next committee meetings.
PLANNING COMMITTEE - Cllrs Mrs Newcombe, Mrs C Driver, G Veitch, R Black, A Pearce, W Chapman, K Mayne (1 vacancy)
AMENITIES - Chris Driver, Geoff Markham, Jim May, Lauraine Newcombe, Andrew Pearce, Gordon Veitch, Kevin Mayne (no vacancies)
FOOTPATHS - Wally Chapman, Roger Black, Chris Driver, Geoff Markham, Jim May, Kevin Mayne, Gordon Veitch, Simon Weeks (no vacancies)
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY - Kevin Mayne, Roger Black, Wally Chapman, Jim May, Simon Weeks, Eric Cox
FINANCE - The Committee Members for the following year are the Chairmen of the Committees, also nominations from Eric Cox, Kevin Mayne, Andrew Pearce, Simon Weeks
The confirmed Committee List will be distributed by the Clerk after the selection of Chairmen, Vice Chairmen and the next meeting dates confirmed.
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

206/2008 – Correspondence

1. Letters from Pam Hughes and Ian Milne to thank the Parish Council for the send off at the end of the last meeting.

2. BALC emailed response to Cllr Pearce’s enquiry – Cllr Cundy read Christine Lalley’s correspondence which confirms that enquiries to BALC (Berkshire Assoc. of Local Councils) should come through the Chairman and Clerk rather than to and from individual councillors.  Cllr Cundy was pleased to report that the advice given by BALC confirms that the council followed the correct course of action in the matter of the grant to St James Restoration Fund and that everything had been carried out in an open and transparent manner.  
3. Cllr Mayne submitted a Draft Email Policy – copies to be distributed to all councillors and to be discussed at the next Main Council meeting.
4. Clifton Ingram – letter advising of due date of Rent Review under the lease of the Clubhouse and Old Pavilion to the Finchampstead Sports Club, due 15th October 2008. – Cllr Markham will advise the next meeting of the FPMC.
5. Thank you letter from Rev. Warden for Grant towards Restoration Fund – Cllr Cundy advised the members that the Fund Raising Committee were extremely grateful for the funding and will comply with the conditions imposed.
6. Finchampstead Older People’s Forum – Invitation to meeting on 21st May 2008 2-4pm at Cockayne Court Lounge, Arnett Avenue, Gorse Ride North – Cllr Cox to attend.
7. WBC Children’s Centre Conference – Thursday 5thJune either 9.30 – 12.30 or 1.30 to 4.30.  at St Anne’s Manor, Wokingham – Cllr Cundy to attend
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8. NALC Conference 2008 – 20-22 May 2008, Eastbourne – invitation to attend

Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE & GP 
· Internal Audit Report – Alan Harland

· Wokingham United Charities – request for grant, the Clerk sent a Grant Application form for completion and copied in the letter to Cllr Veitch, the Parish Council Representative.

PLANNING
· Update of Wokingham’s T & P Councils’ Parish Plans and Design Statements

R&RS

Letter re new mill road

AMENITIES

· Britain in Bloom
· Letter from Tom Savage – Skate Park

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

Forum

Cllr May advised that there is an inter county cricket match on 6th June between Berkshire and Middlesex and that parking in the village could be problematical.  It was noted that the admission charge of £16 would be difficult to enforce on parishioners who have the right to enter the Memorial Park at all times.
Cllr Weeks advised on several issues from WBC:-

· WBC – the new Leader is Peter Lea and Simon Weeks is the Deputy.

· Greyhound Pub – planning permission granted.

· Cemex Planning application (west of Longwater Road) will be before WBC next month.

· Finchampstead Sports Club is proposing to fence off Leas Field (which is owned by them) from the Park grounds.

· Gorse Ride area – still causing police concern on criminal activity and the force will be taking more pro-active action to target know miscreants.

Cllr Black, on behalf of the Finchampstead Society, asked for any information on the pill box at the junction of Park Lane & Nine Mile Ride.

Cllr Mrs Driver reminded the members of the Memorial Concert for Mollie Harle to be held at South Hill Park on 16th May.
207/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 19th June then Thursday 17th July 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  No Main Council meeting in August.  Forthcoming Meetings List will be distributed following confirmation of committee dates.  The meeting closed at 9.40 pm    
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