FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2005 AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT:
Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice-Chairman
Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe,

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs S Sach, I Hossack, W Chapman, O A Vile,

Cllrs E Cox, I Milne, A Pearce, S Weeks (arrived 9.05 pm)

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
PC Andy Roberts, PCSO Jenny Beckford

One member of the Public, one member of the Press

Before the meeting commenced, PC Roberts updated the council on current police activities in the Parish Council area.  PC Dave McKay has been promoted and transferred to Woodley and PCSO Beckford has completed her training and will now be patrolling Finchampstead regularly.  Cllr Cundy thanked them both for attending the meetings regularly and the council appreciate the police efforts.  PC McKay would be missed and it is hoped his replacement will be appointed in the near future.

The meeting commenced at 8.20pm

173/2005 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllr J Dewhurst, G Veitch, Mrs L Vass.
174/2005 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Meeting held on 4th May 2005 were signed as a true record.
175/2005 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

146/2005 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course 
No further news since the Stop Order was issued.
146/2005 – SEEDA/ MARKET TOWN HEALTH CHECK/ VDS/PARISH PLAN
The Clerk advised councillors that the Barkham Parish Council is having a talk at Barkham Village Hall on Tuesday 12th July from 7.30pm – to be given by Jane Ireland, WDC.  All welcome to attend.  The Clerk attended an Update meeting with Doug Patterson at Shute End and was advised that the WDC funding of £1K will be paid upon WDC approval of the Parish Plan and is intended to help with publishing and printing costs.

146/2005 - WDC – District Parish Conference
Cllr Markham agreed to attend the next meeting and report to the Parish Council.
At the Update Meeting, the Clerk was informed that Stephen Rowan is undergoing a review of the 1999 Charter and working with the DP Working Group to find ways to make the conference a more effective Forum.  Doug Patterson confirmed the willingness of WDC officers to attend meetings at parishes to discuss their local issues.  WDC also perceive the need to include other members of the Local Strategic Partnership in wider discussions on a collective agenda.
146/2005 – Youth Facilities

Cllr Cox reported that the report from Nigel Shaw is still not available.
146/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 
Each committee is currently preparing their plans and, once agreed, will be passed to Cllr Cundy.  The Clerk reported that WDC asked for parish/town councils to submit ‘Wish Lists’ for items requiring extra funding that could be sourced from S106 monies.  These lists will be submitted to Paul Turrell, Deputy Chief Executive for him to circulate to the various departments at WDC.  It was AGREED that this be included into the 5 Year Plan  
146/2005 – Finchampstead Magazine
Cllr Mrs Driver and Mrs Newcombe confirmed that their contributions were published this month.
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146/2005 – District Councillors Invitations

District Cllr Robert Stanton has accepted the invitation to attend the July meeting, arriving at 7.30pm.  It was AGREED that a District Councillor from each Ward attend the monthly meetings on a regular basis.
149/2005 – Nine Mile Ride School – The Head of Nine Mile Ride Primary School, Chris Jones, will attend the July meeting from 7.45 pm
176/2005 – TO APPROVE THE PARISH COUNCIL’S STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT FOR 04-05

The Annual Return is submitted to UHY Hacker Young each year and copies of the return have been distributed.  Cllr Cox explained that any expenditure being plus or minus 10% on the previous year required explanation and the answers have been submitted, namely, the Scout Loan has not yet been taken up; the Gratuity Payment to the previous Clerk, Mrs Woodley; extra expenditure on the Church Bells and the Hall floor; the increase of £20K allocated but unspent on the Library, Road Improvement Schemes and the Paddling Pool.

Cllr Mrs Newcombe queried the figure entered for Fixed Assets and Cllr Cox confirmed that this covers the items on the Parish Council’s Asset Register and does not include loans outstanding, as existing loans are not considered as long-standing. 
Cllr Cox proposed approval of the Statement of Account for 2004-2005, seconded by Cllr Cundy and APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.

177/2005 – STATEMENT OF ASSURANCE
This Statement also has to be submitted to UHY Hacker Young and Cllr Cox proposed its approval – APPROVED UANANIMOUSLY.

178/2005 – REPORTS
PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the Minutes for the meeting held on 12th May 2005 have been distributed – no questions were asked.  The next meeting of the Committee is 2nd June 2005.
FINANCE – Cllr Cox reported that the Sarah Smith decided not to continue as Assistant to the Clerk and he, Cllr Mrs Newcombe and the Clerk re-interviewed the other candidate, Mrs Anna Kent.  The position was offered and accepted and the new Assistant will be trained in the following month, following which the Parish Office will be open on 5 mornings a week, Mrs Kent manning the office on Mondays and Fridays 10-12.
The last meeting on 28th April 2005 was reported at the May Council meeting and the Minutes have been distributed.  The first half of the Precept has been received and Cllr Cox proposes moving £20K to the National Savings Account to take advantage of better interest rates.  AGREED.
Appendix A – Cheques for payment has been circulated for approval.
PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

The date of the next Finance meeting is Thursday 28th July 2005.

AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported that the Minutes for the meeting held on 24th May 2005 have been distributed.  The distribution of the 2005 map is almost complete and Cllr Cundy thanked the Amenities Committee for all their hard work in its production and swift distribution.  It was agreed that all the volunteers, including the cubs and guides are to be thanked for their help.  The Clerk will send several copies of the map to the local schools and it was AGREED that a copy be placed in each Notice board to advertise their availability at the Parish Office.  
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Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that there has been a good response from the parishioners and it had been very useful to have an opportunity to speak to them.
Cllr Markham reported on the ‘Civic Pride’ initiative in Sandhurst and proposed this be adopted by Finchampstead as a subject for the next Newsletter.  Cllr Milne proposed the Newsletter be an Agenda item at the July meeting.
Cllr Vile asked the Clerk to contact Chris Hamilton of the Library Service, WDC to formally request the Container Library be correctly parked now that the correct extension cable can be used.

Cllr Mrs Driver reported no success in finding volunteers to water flowering baskets, the Clerk was asked to contact Quadron, the WDC sub contractor and the advertiser in the last issue of the Finchampstead magazine, offering a holiday plant watering service.

FOOTPATHS –Cllr Chapman reported that he will be meeting Mark Morris, the Public Rights of Way Officer and the Footpath Warden to inspect part of the Footpath network on 6th June 2005, in particular :- 

Footpath 3, Reading Road to Jingles: a stile has been demolished and Cllr Chapman and the Footpath Warden will investigate.
Footpath 26, Wick Hill to Heath Ride: an old fence has been thrown into the path and the ditch is silted up and creating muddy conditions.

The next meeting is on 14th June 2005.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – The next meeting is on 28th June 2005.  Cllr Weeks reported that the ‘hump’ at California Crossroads has been reported to Kate Fuller. 
RIDES – Cllr Mrs Vass attended and her report has been circulated – the main points being that a camera has been vandalised and reported to the police.  It was AGREED that vandalism is increasing and the Clerk is to ask the police for their support, especially during the evenings between 8 & 9 pm.
FPMC – Cllr Markham attended and the Trafalgar Weekend was discussed.
YOUTH PROJECT  no report submitted.
ANY OTHER REPORTS  
Wokingham Diversity Forum – 15th March 2005 Minutes – in Folder

CPRE – copies distributed
179/2005 – RIDES LEASE – QC RESPONSE

Cllr Cundy proposed moving this until after the close of business and be reported in Part 2.

180/2005 – NEW FINCHAMPSTEAD SECONDARY SCHOOL
Cllr Cundy reported that there have been press reports following the publication of the WDC ‘Future for Learning’ document.  The proposal is to build a new secondary school in the southern part of the District, possibly within the Finchampstead parish council boundary.  The existing Emmbrook School would then become a 14-19 Vocational College.  

Cllr Weeks advised the council that this is subject to extensive consultation with the school, PTA, parents and will form part of the Local Development Framework consultation. In perspective, it is unlikely a new school would be built until 2010-2012.  The councillors discussed the implications of the proposal as currently known and the possibilities of increasing community facilities such as a permanent library and for the Youth.  It was AGREED the council should write to Doug Patterson to ensure parish council involvement at a very early stage.  It was also AGREED that the subject be included into the 5 Year Plan.
181/2005 – ONYX FUNDING 
Cllr Markham reported that there will shortly be a meeting of interested parties including Chris Buggy, Countryside Service, Beverley Thompson, Head of Leisure, and Julian Squires, Berkshire Tennis Coach.  A feasibility report will then be submitted to Onyx.
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182/2005 – TRAFALGAR WEEKEND 21ST – 23RD OCTOBER 2005
Amenities Committee discussed the celebrations at their last meeting and AGREED that the Parish Council should host an event in the community.  National events include countrywide beacons being lit on Friday 21st and church services on Sunday 23rd as well as fetes, parties and processions.  The St James’ Church beacon, last used at the Millennium, could be used but a crane is required to hoist into position and help will be sought for this.  Cllr Markham attended the FPMC meeting on 25th May and they are in agreement with holding a party from 5.30pm in the Memorial Hall, followed by a procession to the church for the beacon ceremony.  A Working Group has been formed – Cllrs Markham, Cundy, Mrs Driver and Mr Adnams and Mrs Wilson from the FPMC.  Cllr Markham will complete the application form for submission to the National Event Organisers. 
183/2005 CORRESPONDENCE LIST  - 1st June 2005
· WDC Staff Bulletin – Mark Molloy is appointed as new Head of Children & Young People’s Services and will work closely with David Hawthorne, Head of Education to achieve full integration of all child services

· WDC – Heather Thwaites, new appointment of Corporate Head of Planning, Re-enforcement and Development, from 2nd August 2005
· WDC – Temporary Prohibition of Access Order – Footpath between Knowles Avenue & Ravenswood Avenue from 8th June 2005
· WDC – District Parish conference – October 2005 – to Geoff Markham

· Thames Valley Police – confirming next Police Liaison Group Meeting at Waverley School on Wed 22 June 2005 from 7.30pm

· Thames Valley Police – Community Officer of the Year Award

· Wokingham Volunteer Centre – Claire Tuckett, new Volunteer Co-ordinator
· WADE AGM – Wednesday 16th June, 7.30 pm – Cllr Mrs Hughes to attend.
· St James Tower & Bells Project Invitation

Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance
· Homestart – thank you letter & request for future funding
· The Guide Association – 2  requests for funding 

· Vitalise (previously the Winged Fellowship Trust) – request for funding

· WDC Council Tax Precept 06-07

· National Savings & Investments

· Eversley Sports Association – request for Funding

Roads & Road Safety
· WDC - Safer Routes to School, The Village, Finchampstead

· WDC – Highways Consultative Board – 6th June 2005 – Cllr Milne to attend
· S&S – Unmetered Supply Certificate for street lights
Amenities
· NPFA AGM 24 June, Warwickshire

Planning

Developing a Land Use Strategy
FOLDER CONTENTS – 1st June 2005  - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· What’s On in Wokingham’s Countryside

· SEERA – May 2005 Update
· WDC – Biodiversity News

· Community Voluntary Action – April Newsletter

· Blackwater Valley Countryside News – Spring/Summer 2005

· WDC – various Agendas
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ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – one parishioner being present, the meeting was adjourned to take his questions.  When the meeting re-opened, the councillors discussed the matters raised and AGREED
The Footpaths Committee will consider the re-publication of the Footpath Map and the Amenities will note possible inclusion of the footpaths onto future issues of the Street Map.

The Clerk will ensure that Main Council Agendas are circulated for the noticeboards a week before the meeting, rather than the statutory 3 days.  

The Risk Assessment Sub-Committee meets annually but the item is discussed at each quarterly Finance Committee meeting.  Reports and Minutes of the meetings are available to the public at the Parish Office, during its opening hours.

The proposed new Secondary School was discussed earlier and the parishioner’s comments are noted.
184/2005 – FORUM
Cllr Mrs Driver – queried the under-use of the cycle path and it was AGREED the Roads and Road Safety Committee consider this at their next meeting.
Cllr Mrs Hughes – will be attending the Older People’s Forum and will report back to the Council.

Cllr Cox – posed the query for the need to have a councillor, possibly from the Finance Committee, to co-ordinate efforts in seeking funding from outside sources.

Cllr Milne – now has received 35 names of people interested in being involved in the Finchampstead Design Statement. 
Cllr Weeks – Following PC McKay’s re-assignment to Woodley, this meant that Finchampstead now only have 1 officer.  The Clerk will write to Inspector Finch to express the council’s appreciation for PC McKay’s efforts during his time at Finchampstead and to ascertain when his replacement will be appointed.
Cllr Markham – Information received from ‘Theatre in the Villages’ – Cllr Mrs Driver agreed to investigate further.

Cllr Chapman – the disabled parking space barrier is damaged again and the Clerk will report the matter to Dave Halley with a copy to Doug Patterson.
185/2005 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed
Next Main Council meeting on Thurs 7th July at Finchampstead Memorial Hall
The meeting closed at 10.00pm
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