FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 8.00PM ON 

WEDNESDAY 2ND NOVEMBER  2005 AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman
Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs C Driver,

Cllrs Mrs L Vass, Mrs S Sach, G Veitch, E Cox, A Pearce,

Cllrs J Dewhurst, W Chapman
Cllrs I Milne (arr 8.15 pm), S Weeks (arr. 9.10 pm)
PCs Andy Roberts, Jane Kennedy
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

352/2005 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs O A Vile, Mrs L Newcombe, I Hossack.
353/2005 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 6 October 2005 were amended on Page 109 to read ‘current Ordnance Map the proposed route is printed’ not ’ the old route is printed’)…and then signed as a true record

354/2005 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

321/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 
A separate Agenda item

321/2005 - WDC – Neighbourhood Action Group & Youth Initiative
Separate report – Cllrs Lynn Vass & Eric Cox
321/2005 – Rides Lease 

No further update from Solicitor
321/2005 – Proposed new Secondary School

The date for the meeting with Doug Patterson is to be arranged and Cllrs Roland Cundy (Chairman), Eric Cox (Finance), Geoff Markham (Amenities), and Mrs Lynn Vass (Youth & Rides Association) and Mrs Driver will represent the Parish Council.  The proposed agenda will be the proposed Secondary School; Youth Initiative/Multi Agency Group and the Rides Lease

321/2005 - Riverwood Farm
The Clerk has not yet received a response.
322/2005 – RUPPs
Cllr Miss I Vaughan-Morgan reported that WDC Chief Executive has spoken to Muriel Long concerning the situation and that local MPs Andrew Mackay and John Redwood will be providing further information.  It was AGREED that this issue be added to the meeting with Doug Patterson.
322/2005 - Newsletter 
The main distribution has been completed and Cllr Cundy is arranging delivery to the remaining addresses this weekend.  Several responses to the questionnaire have already been received and the answers will be passed through the relevant committees.  The Clerk reported that several parishioners have contacted the office to request copies of the Street Map.  It was AGREED to post copies to those missed in the original distribution who make such a request.  The councillors thanked Cllr Milne for his efforts in organising the editorial group and it was AGREED the new style newsletter was an improvement on the previous editions.  Cllr Milne also thanked all the members of the working group for their hard work.
326/2005 – Crowthorne Village Design Statement
It was AGREED this item be carried forward to the next meeting.  
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355/2005 – REPORTS
PLANNING 
Minutes of the 26th October meeting were distributed and Cllr Milne reported that the application for a mobile phone mast outside California Hall has gone to appeal.  It is noted that the land required is owned by the California Association.  The two applications for 32 Barkham Ride have been refused on Appeal but the developers, Greville Homes have written to the parish council, as owners of the bus shelter in Barkham Ride, to request its relocation 8-10 metres to the east.  The Planning Committee considered the implications of such a move and proposed rejection of the request.  The current location is well hidden from neighbouring properties and the proposed new site would potentially cause traffic congestion and be more highly visible to houses opposite, unlikely to meet with residents’ approval.  It was UNANIMOUSLY AGREED to reject the request.

FINANCE 

The Finance Committee met on Tuesday, 18th October 2005 and the minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Cox gave an interim update on the council’s finances:-
NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£77924.15 earning 3.85%
HALIFAX ASSEST RESERVE ACCOUNT
£47952.08 (at 20.10.05) 
earning 1.3% (not 2.03%) 
Rides Association Loan
The Association have submitted their annual loan repayment of £1468.75 and Cllr Cox proposed the council match with the same sum to reduce the loan to £3500.  AGREED.  This leaves a balance of £3500 which the Association hopes to clear with a final payment next October.
Rides Association New Loan – New Security Measures
In accordance with previously agreed loan of £5000, the parish council paid the invoice for the new security doors.  A further £1320 has been quoted for the necessary upgrading of the security system and the work authorised.  The total amount of the loan is therefore £4896 and a new Loan Agreement will be drawn up for signature.
Parish Accounts to End Sept 2005
Most of the cost heads are running to budget but it is likely the year end with an underspend of £24K, due to the Scout Loan (£20K) and underspend of the Roads Budget of £4K.
Police Community Support Officer funding
The Finance committee reviewed their previous recommendation not to fund a further officer and had voted 5:2 and confirmed this decision.

Parish Assets & Insurance Policy

The Asset Register was re-valued and the Risk Assessment sub committee will meet on 9th November and report their findings to the next Finance meeting in January 2006.

Youth Activities

The Youth Project interim invoice for £1744 was received and a similar sum is expected for the second half of the financial year.  This would result in a £500 overspend on the budget of £3K.  The Finance committee also received a request to assist in helping to fund the ‘My Life’ project.  Most finance is available from WDC and Government agencies but there is a shortfall of £2.5K and it is not possible to get funding from the ‘Awards for All’ lottery grants.  The Finance Committee AGREED this be met but subsequently, Cllr Cox has spoken to Nigel Shaw, WDC and proposed going 50/50 for the staff costs.  This would result in a total spend on Youth of £5K for 2005-06, the same amount as in previous years.  Cllr Cox proposed acceptance, seconded by Cllr Cundy and AGREED UNANIMOUSLY.
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Cllr Cox presented the Cheque List at Appx A – CHQ/OCT2005
PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

The next meeting of the Finance Committee is 24th January 2006 and will discuss the Precept; the R&RS, Amenities and Footpaths committees are requested to present their 06-07 budgets to the meeting.  The Risk Assessment Sub Committee may also need to submit a budget.
AMENITIES – 
Cllr Markham gave an interim update on activities:-

Trafalgar Party 

Several people who attended the event expressed their thanks to the working group for organising such an excellent evening.  Cllr Markham reported that the event resulted in a£300 surplus and the proceeds would be given to charity – Thames Valley Air Ambulance and naval charities associated with the Trafalgar Day.
California Country Park
Cllr Markham reported on the recent meeting on 27th October 2005 he attended with WDC District Councillors Weeks, Stanton, Chris Buggy, Catherine Hagan and Jon Neville.  WDC is funding two architect schemes and Caroline Holden in researching possible funding for the project.  Costings for the schemes will be presented in December and Cllr Markham is confident this is a promising concept to resolve the Scouts’ problems at the Park.
The next Amenities Committee meeting is 8.00pm, Tuesday 22nd November

FOOTPATHS – 

Cllr Chapman gave an update and reported that disabled users of the California Park experience difficulties in parking and access.  This matter will be discussed with WDC.  The extended hedge planted by the landowners of Primrose Cottage (FP 8) may prove to be problematical and the matter will be monitored.  Mr Bishop, landowner, reported two gates stolen and an injured cow although it is difficult to know how this occurred.  The generator attached to the phone mast in White Horse Lane has also been stolen.  Cllr Mrs Sach reported damaged fencing on FP 41 next to Sand Martin’s Golf Course and Cllr Chapman will investigate.
Next meeting 13th December 2005
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – 

An extraordinary meeting was held on 6th October and the minutes were distributed.  Cllr Milne is now the Chairman and Cllr Weeks the Vice Chairman.  Cllr Milne reported that the recent Speed Petitions were presented to WDC and a response is expected from the Planning Committee and Executive Member, Mr Pollock.  Publicity appeared in this week’s Wokingham Times.

Next meeting 8th November 2005 
ANY OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC –.Cllr Markham reported that the next meeting is 7th November 2005.
District/Parish Conference – Cllr Markham attended on 19th October but reported although some interesting points are raised, little is achieved.  It was AGREED to write to WDC to express this opinion.

RIDES – Cllr Mrs Vass reported – Appendix B
Multi Agency Group Cllr Mrs Vass reported – Appendix B
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CPRE – Cllr Dewhurst attended the recent AGM but nothing of note was reported.
Village Club- Cllr Dewhurst confirmed this is run by an independent charity and will meet shortly.
Clerk’s Report

1. A parishioner expressed her concern over the siting of the bench close to the area set aside for rubbish collection at Warren Lodge – referred to Amenities Committee
2. A parishioner wants the parking problems through the Village and in the Hall car park addressed e.g. double yellow lines on road; parking bays re-painted at Hall car park with No Parking close to the entrance. – Cllr Markham will inform FPMC
356/2005 – FUEL ALLOTMENT

Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Miss Vaughan-Morgan, W Chapman and J Dewhurst will update the list of recipients and should be approx. 25-30 names each receiving £20.  The Clerk has asked for an updated list of clients from the WRVS and will buy cards for distribution in December.
357/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN
The draft was discussed and Cllr Markham will précis the contents to present a final document at the December main council for approval.
358/2005 REMEMBRANCE SERVICE – SUNDAY 13TH NOVEMBER 2005, 3.00 pm
The Clerk has received the wreath from the Royal British Legion and it was agreed that Cllr Cox lay the wreath on behalf of the parish council and all councillors are welcome to attend.

359/2005 – ‘MY LIFE’ PROJECT – FUNDING

Reported under Finance
360/2005 – PARISH OFFICE RELOCATION

In view of the current and future commitments, Cllr Cox proposed consideration of office relocation to a more central location.  Parish business is increasing and the current office is small and insufficient for purpose and needs improvement.  Cllr Dewhurst proposed forming a sub committee to discuss the implications and Cllrs Cundy, Cox, Weeks and Mrs Newcombe will meet and report back to the Main Council.
361/2005 - POLICE MATTERS
The Police being represented, gave a short report on the current issues in the parish.  PC Roberts introduced his colleague PC Jane Kennedy who covers North Crowthorne and Wokingham Without and is part of the team covering Finchampstead.  The last month has been fairly quiet but action is being taken on mini motorbike owners with warning letters issued.  Steve Harwood has not breached his ABSO although he does help a local business on Sunday mornings.  Cllr Cox advised that the Rides Association is having new security doors and an alarm system installed which will upgrade the police response to intruders.

Cllr Cundy requested occasional police attendance outside the school in Finchampstead Village to monitor the parking problems at the beginning and end of the school day.  The police reported that special patrols will monitor youth behaviour during the Hallowe’en and Bonfire Night season because egg throwing was a nuisance.  PC Roberts will arrange for Sharon Giddens to attend the December main council meeting to give more information on the new Neighbourhood Action Groups.
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362/2005 CORRESPONDENCE LIST  - October 2005

1. Letter of complaint re Rides Association – Cllr Cundy has written a response and awaits a reply

2. Awards For All – presentation at WDC on 22 November 2005 – copied to Cllrs Cox & Milne

3. Earley Crescent Community Association – AGM Tues 15.11.05, 5.00 pm – Cllr Mrs Hughes will attend.
4. W’ham District Sports Council – Awards Presentations – 10.11.05 7.30 pm – noted.
Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance – next meeting – Tuesday 24TH January 2006 – 8.00pm
Thank you letters for grants – Finchampstead & Barkham Relief in Sickness Fund; WADE; CAB; Berkshire County Blind Society; Gorse Ride Junior School; WVC; SSAFA, Earley Crescent Resource Centre, Relate, Air Ambulance, Thames Valley Adventure Playground
Roads & Road Safety – Tuesday 8th Nov – 7.30pm
1. WDC - School Warning lights – work delayed to 28 November 2005

2. WDC – School Bus Route (response to R&RS letter)
3. WDC – Highways Consultative Board – January meeting re-scheduled for 9 Jan 2006
Amenities - Tuesday - 22nd Nov – 8.00 pm

1. Earley Crescent Community Association - request for funding 06-07
2. Land Registry Office – registration of parish council owned land
Planning – Thursday 17th Nov – 8.00 pm
1. CCB – Community Council for Berkshire – Affordable Housing in Finchampstead

2. Hants CC – Minerals & Waste Dev. Framework

FOLDER CONTENTS – November 2005 - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· Royal Berkshire Fire Authority – ‘A Safer Berkshire’ Risk Management Plan
· Wokingham District Voluntary Sector Forum – new constitution – AGM 10 Nov 2005-10-26

· WDC – Agendas & Minutes

· Earley Crescent Resource Centre – workshops

· Wokingham District Sports Council - Minutes
· Voluntary Sector Conference – 10.00 am – 3.45 pm 10 November 2005 @ Salvation Army Hall, Lower Earley
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION

363/2005 – FORUM
Cllr Weeks, as District Councillor, reported that WDC wish to resist government proposals to impose in excess of 550 new houses in the district.  Questionnaires have been distributed to all households to assess local opinion and the overall majority of those returned opt for the lowest proposed numbers.  WDC have commissioned independent reports that confirm £850 million is required to upgrade the current infrastructure before any increase in population.
Cllr Mrs Hughes requested that Cllr Vile’s council papers be collected from his home and Cllr Cundy agreed to do this.

Cllr Pearce is a member of the Thames Valley Chorus Barbershop who is performing on Saturday 3rd December 2006 in Maidenhead and has tickets available for the performance.
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364/2005 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed

Thursday 1st December 2005 at Memorial Hall, Finchampstead

Wednesday 11th January 2006 at California Ratepayers Hall

The meeting closed at 10.10 pm
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