FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 3RD MARCH 2005 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT:

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, E Cox, Vice-Chairman

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe
Cllrs G Markham, I Milne, G Veitch, O A Vile, S Weeks
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway




Member of the Press
72/2005 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  - 
Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs S Sach, Mrs L Vass, W Chapman, G A Cockroft, J Dewhurst, I Hossack, 
73/2005 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes were amended on page 14 Precept for 2005-06 – ‘Being over £1200K’ was amended to ‘£120K’ and then signed as a true record of the Meeting held on 2nd February 2005.
74/2005 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

39/2005 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course 
The Clerk reported the incidence of mud on the roadway and the matter has been referred to the Highways Dept.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe attended the Public Enquiry held on 22nd February and reported that the majority present were against the planning application as submitted to WDC; Mrs Vallelly stated at the meeting, that land alongside the golf course would complete the cycleway from Inchcape Garage and Wokingham.  A site visit on 23rd February by the Planning Inspector will be reported on at a later date.  
39/2005 – Damaged to barrier at California Crossroads – This matter is referred back to the Roads and Road Safety Committee. 
39/2005 – Flower Baskets – Cllr Mrs Driver agreed to speak to Mr Cresswell again and will report to the next meeting of the Amenities Committee.  The Clerk will also contact JDB Contractors to see if they can undertake regular watering.
39/2005 – Village Design Statement - to be discussed on separate Agenda Item
39/2005 – Rides Lease   
The Clerk has spoken to Tim Read concerning the likely cost of seeking Counsel’s opinion of ‘….’WDC would succeed in rectifying the lease’ i.e. FPC being able to have a ‘perpetually renewing lease’.  The approximate figure quoted in approx £500 - £1000, dependent on the seniority of the Counsel chosen.  Tim Read is still waiting for WDC answer on ‘statutory services’   Cllr Cundy proposed that Counsel’s opinion be sought and this was AGREED unanimously.
39/2005 – SEEDA to be discussed on separate Agenda Item

39/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN to be discussed on separate Agenda Item

39/2005 – Safer Routes to School – Finchampstead C of E
No further news at present.
39/2005 - WDC – District Parish Conference –  Meeting on Wednesday 16th March at Shute End – Cllr Cox is unable to go and Cllr Milne will attend instead.
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41/2005 -California Football Club –Cllr Cundy has been unable to arrange a meeting as Eversley Parish now only have 4 councillors.  
41/2005 - BALC – Royal Garden Party Invitation.  The Clerk has not received any further news to date.
42/2005 – Youth Facilities

Cllr Cundy has spoken to Nathan Winyard & Karen Grainger of the Rides Association and attended the recent Rides Association meeting.  Cllr Cox has also approached WDC with regard to providing better Youth Facilities for the southern area parishes which currently have very little funding which amounts to around £5K out of £1 million budget.  WDC concur that this imbalance should be rectified and propose a feasibility study to use the Rides Association Hall for the provision of such a purpose.  The Rides Association are in agreement with the proposal and that this should be undertaken by WDC, FPC and the Rides Association.  The council UNANIMOUSLY AGREED that Cllrs Cundy and Cox will be the parish council’s representatives.  
43/2005 Computerised Accounts
Cllr Markham and the Clerk are investigating the matter.
75/2005 – REPORTS
PLANNING Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the Minutes for the last meeting on 17th February were distributed and no questions were posed.
FINANCE – Cllr Cox reported there has been no meeting since last Main Council and confirmed the following figures in the bank accounts:
National Savings Account £56K – earning 3.4%

Halifax Asset Reserve Account £24.5K – earning 1.1%

Cllr Cox reported that the FPC 05-06 Precept is £17.16 and is the 5th lowest in the District and advised of rates paid by the other parishes.   

The next Finance meeting is to be held on 12th April 2005. 

Finchampstead Scout Group Loan – the Draft Loan Agreement has been sent to the Scouts Group – The Clerk is to progress the matter.
Clerk’s Assistant The advertisement has not yet been placed as the scope of the post is to be further discussed.
Appendix A – List of Cheques for Approval -  distributed to councillors

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

The next meeting of the Finance Committee is 12th April 2005.
AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported that the Minutes for the last meeting on 22nd February were distributed, no questions were posed but Cllr Markham reported progress with:-
2005 Parish Map – Typeset adverts returned by Codair for approval and the Clerk is getting each advertiser’s approval and the next stage will be the colour proof to be submitted by Codair. 
Quality Parish Status – The committee had discussed this and recommended to the Council that this should not to be applied for as the benefits are intangible and status has to be applied for every 4 years.  The matter was referred to the Agenda Item.

California Park Paddling Pool – the committee received a request for a contribution towards the running costs and had agreed to meet 90% i.e. £5K.  This is less than the previous year and Cllr Cox remarked that a gradual reduction in the contribution is welcome.  Cllr Markham asked the Clerk to request a more detailed breakdown of the figures to show how the money is spent.
Dog Fouling Notices – Cllr Markham confirmed he has placed 2 notices in the Roycroft children’s play area.
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Dog Bin at Moor Green Lakes – The Clerk has been informed by WDC that the costs for supplying and installing a Dog Bin is £350.00 plus a regular collection charge of £187.00 p.a.  Cllr Markham proposed and Cllr Mrs Hughes seconded that a Dog Bin be purchased – AGREED UNANIMOUSLY.
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman is absent but there has been no meeting since last Main Council – the next meeting is to be held on 15th March 2005.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Weeks reported that the Minutes for the last meeting on 8th  February were distributed and could up date the council as follows:-
Double Yellow Lines/Averys Car Park – In view of the confusion of the legal status of the yellow lines and the increased congestion in the car park, WDC propose to extend the current parking regulations with regard to ‘not using designated car parking spaces’  to include the access road leading to the car park.  Wardens will visit site to warn drivers of the changes and subsequent infringements will be subject to the current fine of £80.00
VAS Signs – Additional signs have been installed – 2 in Finchampstead Road and a further ‘Slow Down – Roundabout’ sign at The Throat by Inchcape Garage.  The signs will be re-calibrated because the sensitivity is currently too high.  Cllr Cox asked if any VAS signs are to be used in the Sandhurst Road, but Cllr Weeks confirmed that the current list shows  Fleet Hill and Kiln Ride (Finchampstead Road end)
SID’s – WDC recently carried out SID testing in the parish area:-

a) Reading Road – only 13 out of 100 cars in the hour were exceeding the speed limit of 40 mph

b) The test for the section of road between White Horse Lane & California Park was postponed due to Water Board works and was switched to
c) The Village – the test showed that 47% of traffic exceeded the 30 mph limit with some driving between 50-60 mph.
Cllr Weeks reported that many of the items discussed during Ken Lambert’s recent visit have been resolved.  

Cllr Vile asked about the central hatching in Nine Mile Ride and Cllr Weeks confirmed that this had been done as a Police requirement and makes the road appear narrower which results in slower speeds.

Cllr Mrs Hughes reported a water leak at the junction of Nash Grove Lane and Barkham Ride and Cllr Weeks will alert the WDC to take action urgently in view of the current icy conditions.

Cllr Weeks reminded the council to pass any information about any accidents to the R&RS committee to build up the new database.
RIDES – Cllr Cundy reported on the recent meeting and the situation has not improved as there is still no permanent Chairman and few members were present.  Their income is very low and the auction is no longer making much money and the event may close.  The lack of committed management is a concern and it was AGREED that the WDC proposal with regard to a new Youth Facility needs urgent action.
FPMC – No meeting to report – the next is 14th March 2005
YOUTH PROJECT – No recent Area meeting and Mark Beech will advise of the next date.
ANY OTHER REPORTS   - none
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76/2005 FUTURE PARISH COUNCIL STRATEGY
In view of the recent meetings attended by Council Members on the following initiatives, Cllr Cundy invited Cllr Milne to address the Council on each item.

A) Village Design Statement


This is a considerable undertaking that must involve the whole community including schools, businesses, industry, local societies and organisations.  The final document, which must be assessed and validated by the WDC, will be a valuable resource.  It will be used by the WDC as a consultation document by their Planning Department in evaluating and as an aid to planning matters.  In the WDC area, Sonning and parish councils have produced Statements that are now used by WDC in their Supplementary Guidance documents.  In view of the extensive consultation required there would be costs involved but grants are available and WDC are very keen for other parishes to prepare Statements and offer help and guidance in preparation.  Sydney Paulden (Finchampstead Society) is very keen to be involved but it will be necessary to find sufficient people to form a nucleus.  The matter was fully discussed and finally it was AGREED that a Working Group should be set up and Cllr Milne will contact Sydney Paulden to arrange a preliminary meeting.  Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Newcombe, I Milne, G Veitch and R Cundy expressed an interest in being involved with the Working Group.  Cllr Cundy will mention the project at the Annual Gathering so that contacts can be made with a cross section of local organisations.  Cllr Milne will set up a separate website and both his name and Sydney Paulden’s will be used as contact names.
B) Market Town Health Check/SEEDA



This initiative requires consultation with the entire parish and can get funding from SEEDA (up to a maximum of £40K which must be matched by an equivalent amount from the Parish Council).  Any funding is subject to the Market Town Health Check and the Clerk has requested the Countryside Agency ‘Toolkit’.  This will also require a great deal of time and effort on behalf of the Parish Council and will take some time to complete.
C) Parish Plan


This also requires consultation with the entire parish and there is a degree of overlap with A) & B).  The eventual Parish Plan will outline the aims and ambitions of the Parish Council for the future, say, 10-20 years.

Cllrs Cox and Milne agreed to liaise on B) & C) and report their conclusions to the next Main Council meeting in April.  The CCB workshop on Parish Planning will give more detailed information on consultations and funding – Cllrs Mrs Driver and I Milne will attend.
D) Quality Parish Status



As previously reported by Cllr Markham, the Amenities Committee does not recommend proceeding with QPS but it was AGREED the matter should be discussed by the whole council.  It was noted that no parish councils in the Wokingham District have such status and none currently applying for QPS.  Qualification allows but does not compel WDC to delegate certain powers and responsibilities e.g. grass cutting and dog bin emptying. Some funding would be available to carry out extra tasks.  There are some mandatory and some discretionary requirements to gain QPS status and the FPC could meet most with the main exception being the Clerk not having the recognised necessary qualification.  The council, having considered the Amenities Committee recommendation not to apply for QPS, voted 7 in favour with 2 abstentions.

Cllr Cundy proposed that the Agenda Item on the Annual Gathering be the next item to be discussed.  AGREED.
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77/2005 – ANNUAL GATHERING – 23RD MARCH 2005 
In addition to those already invited it was AGREED that invitations should be sent to Andrew Mackay, MP, Perry Lewis, Pauline Helliar, Brendan McCartney and John Asteraki.

It was AGREED that councillors arrive at California Ratepayers Hall at 7.00 pm to set out tables and prepare the room.  Cllr Mrs Hughes will prepare a flower arrangement for the Top Table and Cllrs Mrs Driver and Cundy will arrange for food and drinks.  The Chairmen of Committees are reminded to submit their reports to the Clerk the week before.
78/2005 RESOLUTION TO RE-STRUCTURE THE FORMAT OF MAIN COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was AGREED that this Agenda Item is to be carried forward to the next meeting.
79/2005 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

· WDC – Vacancies for L.E.A. Governors – Gorse Ride Infant & Junior Schools, Nine Mile Ride Schools 
· Police – Inspector Lindsey Finch – Police Community Support Officers to start in Wokingham by end March.  This item to be on the Agenda for April meeting.
· Standards Board of England – A Code for the Future – Consultation with responses required by 17th June 2005 – copies passed to each Committee Chairman
· WDC – District Parish Conference Weds 16th March 2005 – Agenda – to Cllr Cox
· University of Reading Business School – S.E. Plan Consultation Event, 16.3.05
Correspondence passed to Committees

Amenities
· Defra – Clean Neighbourhoods – increase of Parish Council powers

· Thames & Chilterns in Bloom Association – Closing Date for Entry – 25th March

· Calor Village of the Year - Closing Date – 20th May

· Plantscape Catalogue
Roads & Road Safety
· WDC – Gutter Cleaning, Rectory Hill

· WDC – Nine Mile Ride School – Safety Measures 
· WDC – Highways Consultative Board – 7th March 2005

· WDC – Structural Maintenance Programme 05-06 – Observation Sheets
Footpaths
· Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership – Access Improvements, Moor Green Lakes

FOLDER CONTENTS – 3rd March 2005  - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· Big Lottery Fund – Phase 1 Findings

· Wokingham District Voluntary Sector Forum – January 2005 Newsletter

· WDC – Council 24th February 2005 – Revised Papers, Annual Budget Report 05-06
· WDC – Agenda: Meeting of the Executive – 24th February 2005 
· WDC – Agenda: Meeting of the Council – 24th February 2005

· WDC – Agenda: Scrutiny committee – 22nd February 2005 

· WDC – Agenda: Highways Consultative Board – 7th March 2005

· WDC – letter from Prue Bray re Fair Trade in Wokingham
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – no public present.

80/2005 – FORUM
Cllr Veitch asked the Clerk to arrange for the fallen tree on Bridleway 26 to  be removed.

81/2005 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed
The meeting closed at  10.25 pm
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