FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 6TH APRIL 2005 AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE
PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy, Chairman; Cllr E Cox, Vice-Chairman

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe Mrs L Vass, Mrs S Sach,

Cllrs W Chapman, J Dewhurst, G Veitch, G Markham, 

Cllrs I Hossack, Cllr I Milne (arrived 8.20 pm)
The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
Police Sergeant M Cull, PC D McKay
109/2005 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  - Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs P Hughes, G A Cockroft, O A Vile, S Weeks.
Cllr Cundy then read out Cllr Cockroft’s letter of resignation, who has decided to retire from the Parish Council as he feels his many community commitments means he has insufficient time to be an effective Parish Councillor.  He thanked his fellow councillors for their friendship and support during his term of office and would continue to serve the residents in his capacity as District Councillor.  Cllr Cundy voiced the council’s sincere thanks for all the years of good service Cllr Cockroft has given to Finchampstead and it was AGREED his involvement was much appreciated.

Cllr Cox advised that Cllr Cockroft’s position as the FPC representative on the Wokingham United Charities would perhaps require a replacement.  Cllr Mrs Driver volunteered and this was AGREED unanimously.
110/2005 – POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS
Cllr Cundy proposed that Item 7 on the Agenda be brought forward to allow the police officers to address the meeting earlier.  Seconded by Cllr Cox and AGREED unanimously.

Cllr Cox read out the letter from Inspector Lindsey Finch which outlines the Police initiative in employing civilian staff to act as Police Community Support Officers (PCSO).  
Sergeant Cull then addressed the council to say that 40 PCSOs are to be employed in the Reading area and Finchampstead parish area has been selected to be one of the first ‘beats’.

Although a Home Office initiative, each Chief Constable could select the powers for the PCSOs in his Authority.  PCSOs will be civilian staff and have a uniform with a high visibility jacket, clearly marked on the back with PCSO but will not carry handcuffs or batons and will be in radio contact with Police HQ for backup.  Their role is to work alongside local officers and will be employed on a full time basis working a shift pattern to cover evenings and weekends.  The Officer will either patrol on foot or by bike, the aim being to provide a police presence to engage with residents to discuss concerns and provide a visible reassurance.  Their wide range of powers will include:- 

· Disperse groups and remove young people to their homes.
· Sieze alcohol from people in alcohol restriction areas

· Seize alcohol and tobacco from underage people

· Issue fixed penalty notices to cyclists riding on pavements.

· Issue fixed penalty notices for dog fouling and littering.

· Remove abandoned vehicles
· Stop vehicles for testing

The aim is to be non-confrontational and should a situation become more serious then the Officer will summon police back up.  It was AGREED this is a welcome initiative and that the council should adopt a ‘wait and see’ policy and then discuss the effectiveness of the PCSO.  It is possible for the parish to set aside a budget in the future to cover the cost of additional PCSOs, or, even a dedicated PC.
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Cllr Cundy thanked the police officers for attending the meeting and the information will be passed to the Finance Committee.

The meeting then resumed its order of business.
111/2005 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes were signed as a true record of the Meeting held on 3rd March 2005
112/2005 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

74/2005 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course 
The Planning Inspector dismissed the Appeal and the matter of mud on Finchampstead Road will be discussed at the next meeting of Wokingham Town Council and the Clerk will be informed of their comments.  Although the Clerk has been informed by WDC that the road is inspected regularly, Cllrs Mrs Driver and Chapman reported that the road remains dirty and the landowners have started to build up a bank of earth alongside the road.

The meeting was closed at 8.37 to allow Cllr Milne to report on the meeting of the WDC Development Control Committee.  The meeting re-opened at 8.40pm

74/2005 – Rides Lease   
Tim Read is preparing papers for submission to Counsel – Edward Deveraux (Harcourt Chambers) and will advise his comments and costs in due course.
74/2005 – SEEDA/ MARKET TOWN HEALTH CHECK/ VDS
Market Towns Healthcheck Handbook & Worksheets received from Countryside Agency plus a great deal of background information in connection with these projects.  Cllr Milne has also passed the West Berkshire Toolkit to Cllr Cox and Cllr Mrs Driver has obtained further examples of Parish Plans/ Design Statements.
It was AGREED there is a degree of overlap in the processes required to gather information for the various projects.  Cllr Milne reported that the Finchampstead Design Statement Working Group now has a core membership drawn, not only from the parish council and Finchampstead Society, but 9 interested residents.  These contacts came via the web and from a limited leaflet drop.  Cllr Milne would like to extend the leaflet distribution by including copies with the Map which will shortly be printed and ready.  The cost for producing the leaflet will be in the region of £130 and it was AGREED this was a reasonable sum to initiate community involvement.
It was AGREED that the Parish Council set up a sub committee to prepare a Report for discussion at a future Main Council meeting.  Cllr Cundy proposed and Cllr Cox seconded that Cllr Milne be the Chairman and this was AGREED unanimously.  Cllrs Markham, Veitch, Hossack,  Mrs Driver and Mrs Sach volunteered to become members of the committee and this was also AGREED.  

74/2005 - WDC – District Parish Conference – 
Cllr Cox attended the meeting on 16th March and several parishes had submitted questions

· Finchampstead
Youth facilities in South Wokingham

· Sonning

Petition action

· Twyford

Green waste 

· Barkham

Planning decisions

· Swallowfield

Speed Limits

· Woodley

RBWM Pension Scheme

· Shinfield

S106 agreements 
Paul Turrell, Deputy Ch. Executive, WDC spoke at the meeting about S106 Agreements and as from April 2005, there is to be a revised system with a stronger policy direction with senior WDC management input.  It was AGREED that FPC have received little in benefit from S106 monies in the recent past, e.g. North Court.
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Other items discussed had been 
· Village Design Statements, which will receive a grant of £1K upon application to WDC but it should be noticed this is meant to cover costs of VDS & Parish Plans.

· Licensing Act 2003 which took effect last November when Local Authorities become responsible for granting such licences.  These will be automatic unless the Police object on rowdiness reasons.
The next meeting will be in October.  Cllr Cox advised the council that although these conferences produce little action, it is still a useful forum and an opportunity to meet the Chief Executive and other senior officers of WDC.

WDC letter with response to FPC’s Question
74/2005 - BALC – Royal Garden Party Invitation.  

The Clerk has received notification from BALC that Cllr Mrs Driver has been invited to the Royal Garden Party in July and Cllr Mrs Driver confirmed she has also received an official invitation from Buckingham Palace.
74/2005 – Youth Facilities

Cllrs Cundy and Cox met Nigel Shaw, WDC and Nathan Winyard, Rides Association at the Rides Hall on Monday 4th April to discuss the possibility of creating a Youth Facility at the Hall.  The Association’s current income and expenditure and possible WDC funding was discussed and Mr Shaw was keen to promote such an objective but in the current financial year, his budget has been reduced by £100K and therefore difficult choices had to be made.  They had agreed to set up a meeting with other organisations to come to the Rides to discuss various ideas.  It was recognised that it is important to involve other community partners to get some tangible results.  Cllr Cox reported any endeavour will require capital expenditure and finances will be difficult in the light of WDC’s current budgets.  SEEDA money could be set aside for the project and it is very important for the parish council to investigate other funding sources as a matter of urgency.
74/2005 Computerised Accounts
Cllr Markham and the Clerk are evaluating Sage and Quickbooks software and will probably select Sage as Cllr Markham is familiar with this and it will be an effective tool in managing the parish finances and provide relevant reports.  The cost is approximately £500.00 and it was AGREED money for necessary training should also be made available.
76/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 
The Committee Chairmen are currently preparing drafts for discussion at their next meetings. 
113/2005 – REPORTS
PLANNING 
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the Minutes for the meeting on the 9th March have been circulated and no questions were asked.  The Minutes for the 30th March are available tonight and Cllr Mrs Newcombe highlighted the issues of:-

· the car selling at 98 Barkham Ride which under investigation by the Enforcement Officer

· the dates of the Police Liaison Group are confirmed as 22 June and 13 October, both at 7.30pm at Waverley School

· WDC have rejected the 02 Mast application outside California Ratepayers Hall;
· Planning objections as listed on Appendix A 

· Cllr Milne attended the Development Control Meeting to speak on the application for 32 Barkham Ride.  The application was rejected on the grounds of increased traffic past existing houses in the lane.
Cllr Markham queried the application F/2005/4265 – Manor Farm, Longwater Road.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported the committee objected on the same grounds as the previous application on the grounds of poor access.  They were also concerned about the piecemeal development of the buildings which could result in wholly inappropriate housing for the rural area.
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FINANCE – 
Cllr Cox reported there has been no recent meeting and the next is scheduled for Thursday 28th April to allow extra time to complete the year end accounts.
National Savings Account £57K – earning 3.4%

Halifax Asset Reserve Account £20.6K – earning 2.03% (being over £5K)
Finchampstead Scout Group Loan – the Clerk has prepared the Agreement for signature.  The project is currently on hold as Chris Buggy, WDC wants to investigate the possibility of a more comprehensive facility.
Clerk’s Assistant – 4 candidates have been selected for interview and these will be carried out by Cllrs Cundy, Cox, Mrs Newcombe and the Clerk in the next couple of weeks.
Appendix A – List of Cheques for Approval -  distributed to councillors

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

AMENITIES – 
Cllr Markham reported there has been no recent meeting and the next is scheduled for 24th May 2005.  To update the council, the second Colour proof of map has been received and approved by Cllr Mrs Newcombe and the Clerk subject to 2 small alterations.  The map was circulated to the council.  So far 4 volunteers to help with the distribution have come forward and these names have been passed to Cllr Mrs Hughes.  All councillors have also agreed to help.
FOOTPATHS –
Cllr Chapman had not attended the last meeting on 15th which was chaired by Cllr Weeks – the minutes have been distributed and no questions were asked.  Cllr Chapman confirmed that the tree has been cleared away from Bridleway 26, though others need inspection. Cllr Chapman also reported that the same bridleway continues to be very muddy due to the ditches being silted up and he and the Footpath Warden will investigate.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – No meeting since last Main Council and the next is to be held on Tuesday 26th April. 
RIDES – Cllr Cundy attended the last meeting and discussed the Youth initiative with the committee which was ill attended with only 5 members present.  Their annual income is around £10K, not including bar income, and this comes from various hall bookings and football clubs.
FPMC – Meeting on 14th March 2005,  Cllr Markham reported that their Chairman, Ian Adnams is stepping down at the AGM (21st April 2005) although the committee are hoping to persuade him to stay on as he is an extremely effective chairman.  Their funds had decreased due to the recent expenditure on hall decoration and the necessary refurbishment of the playground and the exterior is also due for re-painting.  This left £25K in reserve as opposed to £40K three years ago.  The Football Club are very successful but are unable to be promoted due to the lack of facilities and may leave the site.
YOUTH PROJECT – No report received.
ANY OTHER REPORTS   
Green Waste Collection Scheme – Cllr Mrs Hughes passed her report to the Clerk.

WDC’s  new pilot scheme to collect garden waste will start in April.  Each household will be supplied with 6 months of bio degradable bags (26) which will be collected fortnightly, alternately with the black box collection.  No other type of bags containing waste will be collected and extra bags can be purchased for £1 each.  In Finchampstead the scheme will initially cover Nash Grove Lane & McCarthy Way on 5th/6th April.
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114/2005 RESOLUTION TO RE-STRUCTURE THE FORMAT OF MAIN COUNCIL MEETINGS
Cllr Milne began the discussion on how to re-define the format of the Main Council to be more succinct and beneficial.  At this point it is not to be a resolution but a discussion point for the future.  Cllr Cundy felt that steps have already been made in this direction and it should be a gradual process but it is necessary to deal with business without delay to leave sufficient time for discussion of new matters requiring close scrutiny during the Forum section.
The current format was discussed in full and it was AGREED that the Report section, although very important, could be shortened.  Provided the meeting minutes were circulated in time for councillors to read, if no questions were forthcoming on any matters, business could move to the next item.  It was also AGREED that any councillors attending other organisation’s meetings should submit a written report to the Clerk the week before a Main Council meeting so that they can be copied and sent with the Agenda.  Items for the Agenda must be submitted to the Clerk 10 days prior to a Main Council meeting.
115/2005 – ANNUAL GATHERING – 23RD MARCH 2005
Cllr Cundy thanked all the councillors for their contributions to a very successful evening and it was AGREED that the format continues to be interesting and is an occasion where everyone can meet and reinforce important mutual interests.  Cllr Cundy was pleased to see so many of the organisations the Parish Council support with grants and donations although disappointed that some of the schools did not send representatives.  It was also AGREED that the councillors were disappointed that Doug Patterson, Chief Executive of WDC had been unable to attend at the last moment, due to work pressures.  It was further AGREED that next year, the Chief Executive be invited but, if unable to attend, to ask a senior officer of the WDC to come in his place.

The Clerk has received letters of thanks from some of the attendees.
116/2005 CORRESPONDENCE LIST  - 6th April 2005
1. WDC - £1k contribution towards costs of VDS & Parish Plan 
2. Police Liaison Group – next meetings – Weds 22 June & Weds 13 October, 7.30pm, Waverley School
3. FPMC –AGM Agenda 
4. SPISE – AGM Thurs 7 April 05, 8.00pm, Riseley Memorial Hall

5. Guide Association AGM – Invitation Saturday 14th May 2005, 2.30pm – pass to Cllr Mrs Hughes.
Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance


Guider – Katherine Pyke thank you for donation

Planning

WDC – Addition of ‘The Ridges’ to addresses of Badgers Wood, Blencathra etc.

WDC – Members’ Planning Guidelines on Good Practice 
Amenities
WDC – 2005-06 skip charges
Roads & Road Safety
SID results – Jan/Feb
New Sub Committee – Parish Plan etc. Passed to Cllr Milne

· Market Towns Healthcheck Handbook & Worksheets

· Bracknell Forest Borough Council – Local Development Framework

· Hart District Council – Pre submission Public Consultation – Draft Statement of Community Involvement
· SE Water – Sustainable Development Report
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FOLDER CONTENTS – 3rd March 2005  - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

Stephen Harwood – ‘Wanted’ poster

California Association – letter advising Hall Decoration

CPRE – Countryside Voice & Fieldwork

TVAP News

WDC – Agendas & Minutes

DEFRA – Rolling Out Broadband Partnership

WDC Spring Newsletter

WDC Guide to Civil Contingencies and Resilience

Big Lottery ‘BigTimes’

Police – various documents

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – no public present.

117/2005 – FORUM
Cllr Mrs Driver and Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that their regular monthly contributions to the Finchampstead Magazine had not been published in the last edition.  It was AGREED this is disappointing as the publication is an important way of keeping parishioners informed and the councillors hoped that once the new publishers have settled in, matters will improve.

It was AGREED this be an Agenda item for next month.
The council then discussed the liaison between the Parish and District councillors which could be substantially improved.  Although the Clerk sends copies of the Main Council Minutes and the Agendas, attendance by District Councillors was infrequent.  It was AGREED that the District Councillors be invited to attend prior to the main meeting at 7.30pm each quarter.
Cllr Markham reported on information he received from the Onyx Trust which is responsible for the distribution of funds received from landfill companies Corporation Tax liability.  Generous grants have already been made to Twyford Meads (£30K); ……………..Village Design Statement (£122K).  In total they have distributed £5.3 million to 73 projects which qualify if they are within 10 miles of a landfill site and the Summerleas site would be relevant to any claim by FPC.  Cllr Markham will continue to explore the possibilities with Chris Buggy of the Countryside Service who is interested in this source of funding.  Mr Buggy has already secured £2K to complete a feasibility study on building a new facility at California Country Park which could also be used by the Scouts.  This item will be on next month’s Agenda.
118/2005 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed
The meeting closed at 10.32 pm
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