FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 8.00PM ON 

THURSDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2005 AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:

Cllr R Cundy, Chairman, Cllr G Markham, Vice-Chairman

Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs L Vass, Mrs S Sach

Cllrs W Chapman, A Pearce, J Dewhurst, S Weeks, E Cox, I Milne, 

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

Two Police Officers
The meeting commenced at 8.20pm following a report from Police Sergeant Cull and PCSO Beckford and Cllr Cundy advised that the Roads & Road Safety committee will have a short meeting after Main Council business concludes.
319/2005 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs O A Vile, Mrs P Hughes, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, I Hossack, G Veitch
320/2005 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes of the meeting held on 7 September 2005 were amended on page 94 to show the correct spelling of ‘Rev. Richard Warden’ and then signed as a true record

321/2005 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

274/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 
A separate Agenda item

274/2005 - WDC – Neighbourhood Action Group & Youth Initiative
A separate Agenda item

274/2005 – Rides Lease 

A separate Agenda item

274/2005 – Proposed new Secondary School

The meeting with Doug Patterson is still to be arranged. 

278/2005 - Riverwood Farm
Cllrs Cundy & Weeks have liaised to resolve the outstanding issue and are awaiting a response.

278/2005 – Bar at Social Club, Rides Community Hall 

The Rides Association confirmed the issues raised were considered at their last meeting and concluded that no action was necessary.

322/2005 – REPORTS
PLANNING 
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the committee met on 15th September (minutes distributed) and 5th October 2005 - appendices distributed but minutes are not yet available.  Cllr Newcombe pointed out the objections on Appendix A dated 6 October and that the committee had been informed that the second appeal for the site at 32 Barkham Ride has been rejected by the Planning Inspector.  It was AGREED this was satisfactory in view of the additional road safety hazards posed by such a development.  The Planning Committee meeting was attended by a resident concerned by the building works at Cherry Hill and the members decided there was a breach of the original planning permissions and objections sent to WDC.  Cllr Cox asked if the committee would be attending the Hearing on Woodcray Manor Farm appeal but as this is an Informal Hearing, such representations are not applicable and the written objections will be sent by the deadline.
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FINANCE 

Cllr Cox gave an interim update on the council’s finances:-
NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£77924.15 earning 3.85%
HALIFAX ASSEST RESERVE ACCOUNT
£64040.00 (incl. 2nd half precept)

Parish Accounts 2004-2005 - The Clerk has sent the revised figures and appendices to UHY Hacker Young which involved a great deal of extra work and Cllrs Cundy and Cox thanked her for this.
Cllr Cox has spoken to Karen Grainger, Treasurer of the Rides Association to confirm that the parish council will pay for the necessary upgrading of the security doors and systems up to a maximum of £5K.  Invoices have been received from the contractors – Trade Windows and Cardwell Securities and payments are shown on the Cheque List.  The total to be repaid by the Rides Association is £4126.00 being the nett amount as the parish council can claim back the VAT.  The Loan Agreement will be raised to cover this amount to be paid back over 5 years.
The painting work on the bus shelter has been completed and the claim will be finalised by the Clerk with Zurich Insurance who confirmed acceptance of the claim, subject to the £100 excess.
Cllr Cox presented the Cheque List at Appendix A and pointed out that the Clerk has purchased a new laptop and software and the older machine will now be passed to Anna Kent.  The Clerk will start to prepare the accounts using Quickbooks, selected as the Clerk is familiar with this software.  The Cheque List also shows the majority of the annual donations to be paid this month but even with this expenditure there will be substantial funds left in the Halifax account and £20K will be transferred to the National Savings account to take advantage of the higher interest rate.
Appendices  A – SEPT 2005

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

The next meeting of the Finance Committee is 8.00 pm, Tuesday, 18th October 2005.

AMENITIES – 
Cllr Markham gave an interim update on activities:-

Trafalgar Party 

Preparations are ongoing and of the 140 tickets available, 40 remain at £8 each and if all are sold the event will raise approximately £150 which will be given to charity.  Cllr Markham asked the councillors to cover any shortfall in the event that not all tickets are sold.  This was AGREED. 
California Country Park – Chris Buggy held another meeting earlier today and Cllr Markham will report back to the council once he has received this update.

The next meeting is 8.00pm, Tuesday 22nd November

FOOTPATHS – 

Cllr Chapman reported that the committee met on 20th September and the minutes have been distributed.  The Planning Committee had asked the Footpaths Committee to consider the re-instatement of Bridleway 34 along its original route as the land is being sold.  The committee decided this was not an option because the closure was the result of a High Court order and the district council spent £30K on the re-routing.  Cllr Markham reported that on a current Ordnance Map the old route is still printed.
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The committee had also agreed to support the residents of the ‘Rides’ who will be affected by the legislation currently being considered by parliament.  This would mean re-classifying the affected roads as Byways Open to All Traffic (BOATs) rather than Roads Used as Public Paths (RUPPs).  Cllr Weeks confirmed he is liaising with the Residents Associations and has spoken to Doug Patterson, Chief Executive of WDC and has also involved the local MP to endeavour to get an amendment to the legislation at the third reading in parliament.  This will provide a ‘belt and braces’ approach to get a solution to the residents’ problems.  The Residents groups are meeting the Chief Executive on 10th October to present their petition.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – 

Cllr Weeks reported that the committee met on 13th September 2005 and the minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Weeks reported that he and Ken Lambert, WDC toured the parish and the various problems noted and the necessary works orders will be raised so that the work can be done.  This arrangement works well and it was AGREED that Ken Lambert’s co-operation is much appreciated.  
Cllrs Weeks and Milne recently visited the offices of Mouchel Parkman to view the database on road traffic accidents and will make a formal request to regularly receive updates of information on incidents although this will not include any personal data in contravention of the Data Protection Act.  Cllr Weeks reminded councillors that the committee also have a database to show accidents within the parish area as the WDC database only shows cases where personal injury has occurred.  It was AGREED that it is important to log all incidents on the FPC database with due regard to the DPA.
Cllr Weeks also reported that the new ‘School Warning’ lights for Finchampstead C of E Primary School will be installed next week.
ANY OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC –.Cllr Markham reported that the next meeting is 7th November 2005.
RIDES – Cllr Mrs Vass reported on the meeting held on 19th September and copies will be distributed by the Clerk.  The club finances are improving since the football season started and a new roulette machine installed which requires no finance and £1500 saved with the club taking 50% of the profits.  The Association have increased membership and income from pitch fees but more hall bookings lost meaning underuse of the Hall.  The Rides AGM will be held on 21st November 2005.
In view of the newly formed Multi Agency Group with Gorse Ride residents it was AGREED that these residents should be encouraged to join the Rides Association committee to form a much stronger management team and keep the momentum going.
Finchampstead Design Statement – Cllr I Milne reported that the Team Leaders meeting was held in early September to discuss actions so far and it is still early days.  Fifty people are involved and formed into seven teams covering their own areas who will work to prepare a single document.   Cllr Milne and Sydney Paulden are to meet this weekend to prepare the draft document which will be passed to the teams at their next meeting in November.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Milne for organising the initiative.
Market Town Health Check – no meeting to report

Newsletter Cllr I Milne reported on the activities of the Working Group who met on 28 September and just prior to Main Council meeting.  The first draft of the wording has been emailed to all councillors and Cllr Milne asked for any feedback to reach him this weekend.
Herald Graphics have quoted for printing the newsletter (5000 copies £1027; 6000 copies £1069) and it was AGREED that it is not necessary to get a further quotation.  The Working Group will work on the final draft at their meeting next week with the aim of publishing at the end of October.
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CPRE – copies of the report were distributed and Cllr Dewhurst highlighted the AGM to be held at 7.30pm on Wednesday 26th October at the Museum of English Rural Life, Reading and all are welcome.  Cllr Dewhurst pointed out that there are several legal ‘definitions’ on urban and rural descriptions which causes confusion and does not help in planning development.  Cllr Weeks confirmed that WDC have requested clarification from the Office of the Deputy Prime Minister several times.
Campaign Against Waste – Cllr Mrs Hughes – emailed report distributed for information – Cllr Markham confirmed these efforts are to be published in the Newsletter.
Clerk’s Report

· Church Lane will be closed for repairs to water mains – 17th October – 25th November 05

· Fly Tipping – several instances reported by the Litter Warden and forwarded to WDC for action.  WDC request residents to ensure that anyone used to dispose of rubbish should be a ‘Registered Waste Carrier’ and that the waste will be taken to a licensed site for disposal.  Covert cameras are now being used throughout the district and several cases are being prosecuted.

· California Country Park Events – 16th October  11 am Fungus Foray; 31st October 4pm Children’s Halloween Party & Witch Hunt.

323/2005 – FIVE YEAR PLAN
Cllr Cundy has prepared a draft Plan ‘Putting It All Together’ although new statistics will be required from WDC to update some of the information.  This will be emailed to the Parish Councillors and their input is requested so that the Plan can be discussed at the November meeting.  The Plan currently reflects the councillors’ current views and opinions but these could change following results of public consultations and questionnaires.

It was AGREED that this is to be a ‘living document’ and updated regularly to take account of all the current parish council activities with regard to the Design Statement etc.  
324/2005 – RIDES LEASE

To be discussed under Part 2

325/2005 – YOUTH INITIATIVE & MAG (Multi Agency Group)

Cllr Mrs Vass attended the Multi Agency Group meeting on 13th September with Cllrs Cundy, Mrs Driver and Simon Weeks. It was AGREED that the meeting was very positive and was well attended by residents, parish councillors and WDC officers from various departments.  The local residents are very keen to improve the Gorse Ride area and several initiatives were proposed.  A draft business plan has been prepared and a view to start up the new activities in April 2006.  A sub committee will be formed from WDC Early Years team and local representatives and district funding is available for capital investment.  

WDC have advertised for a full time ‘Community Development Worker’ to develop closer working relationships with Tenants and Residents; develop services for 5-13 year olds; liaise with Youth Service for 13+; reduce community nuisance and crime.

The next MAG meetings are scheduled for 25th October and 6th December 2005.  The FPC will offer to install a new noticeboard.  
326/2005 – CROWTHORNE VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
The Clerk has received a hard copy of the CVDS and will forward an email copy to all parish councillors for their information.  Andy Holley, Secretary to the Group publishing the document requests comments and feedback from Finchampstead Parish Council on the usefulness and/or acceptability of the document.  The Group have included the part of Dukes Ride actually within the Finchampstead parish area in their investigations.
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Cllr Milne contact Mr Holley and obtained a copy of the questionnaire used by the Crowthorne Group.  This was drawn up using software obtainable from the University of Gloucester (costs £75) and would be useful for the FDS.  The Crowthorne results were 1600 replies from 5000 distributed which is a good result and an exhibition was recently held at the Crowthorne Library.  
327/2005 CORRESPONDENCE LIST  - October 2005

1. Wick Hill Lane Residents (Heath Ride End) writing to seek support for re-classification from RUPPs to BOATs – already dealt with at R&RS and Footpaths in response to Heath Ride Residents Association – letter written in support to WDC.

2. Thank You Letters for donations – Gorse Ride Infant School; Nine Mile Ride School; Finchampstead C of E Primary School; 

3. Life Education Centres Thames Valley – invitation to Chairman to attend launch of new service in Berkshire – Wed 2nd November 9.45-1pm at Coppid Beech Hotel

4. Olympikidz – initiative for 2-5 year olds to experience sports and musical activities – info to be passed to Hall Secretaries.

5. Voluntary Sector Forum – invitation to Partnership Project meeting – Weds 12 October 12.00-2.00 at The Emmbrook Room, Dinton Pastures Pam?

6. Community Voluntary Action – Trustees & Committee Members’ Evening – Tuesday 25 October 7-9 pm at the Crescent Centre, Lower Earley - Pam?

7. Thames Valley Police – letter requesting volunteers to serve as Independent Custody Visitors

8. Thank you letter from Henrietta Jenkins for donation towards her ICE trip to Poland

9. Thank you letter from Finchampstead Ridges Local Committee for donation

10. email from Reading Ramblers to go on website

 Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance – next meeting – Tuesday 18th October 2005 – 8.00 pm

1. WDC – Youth Room – details of expenditure April-Sept 05 – request for funding £1744.21

2. Keep Mobile – request for grant for 2005-2006

3. Pension Scheme Update

Roads & Road Safety – Tuesday 8th Nov – 7.30pm
1. WDC - Temporary Prohibition of Driving Order – Church Lane from 17 October – 25 November

2. WDC – Proposed ‘Flashing Warning Lights’ for Finchampstead  Primary School

3. Southern Electric – info on Street Lighting

Amenities - Tuesday - 22nd Nov – 8.00 pm
1. Allotment request from Mrs Anna Bewick

2. CAB – request for information on areas of deprivation in the parish

FOLDER CONTENTS –  October 2005  - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· Thames Valley CrimeStoppers info

· Wokingham District Association of Local Councils – Minutes of meeting 23rd June 2005 

· WDC – various Agendas etc.

· Bucks & Berks Training Partnership info

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION
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328/2005 – FORUM
Cllr Chapman has visited Cllr Vile regularly in hospital and informed the council that he is making slow progress in his recovery.   The councillors all hope Cllr Vile continues to improve steadily.
Cllr Chapman requested councillors for names and addresses to be confirmed for possible recipients of the Fuel Allotment this December – this will be an Agenda item for the November Main Council.

Cllr Weeks notes that Licensing Applications have been allocated to the Planning Committee and it was AGREED that this committee continue to handle this business as they meet every three weeks.

Cllr Pearce reported his and the Clerk’s attendance at the SLCC seminar on 30th September which was very useful and has prepared a preliminary report for Risk Assessment.  This will be an Agenda Item at the Finance meeting on 18th October.

Cllr Markham will attend the District Parish Conference on 19th October and report to the Main Council in November.

Cllr Dewhurst thanked the parish council for the donation to the NT local committee which enabled them to make necessary improvements.

329/2005 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed

Main Council meetings will now commence at 7.45pm to hear the Police Reports prior to the main business.

Wednesday 2nd November 2005 at California Ratepayers Hall

Thursday 1st December 2005 at Memorial Hall, Finchampstead

Wednesday 11th January 2006 at California Ratepayers Hall

The meeting closed at 10.20 pm
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