FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 8.00PM ON 

WEDNESDAY 11TH JANUARY 2006  AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman
Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs L Vass, Mrs S Sach,

Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, J Dewhurst, I Milne, A Pearce

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
Member of the Press
10/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs O A Vile, Mrs Driver, Mrs Hughes, G Veitch, S Weeks, I Hossack
11/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the previous meeting held on 1st December 2005 were signed as a true record.
12/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

394/2005 – Newsletter/ Questionnaire responses

Thirty responses have been received from a distribution of more than 4000 and Cllr Milne will organise the draw to select the ten winning respondents.  Each winner will receive the advertised sum of £25.00
394/2005 – Youth Activities
The meeting is proposed for 17 Jan @ 6.30 pm but this will be clarified by the Clerk
The date for the next Multi Agency meeting and ‘Walkabout’ will also be advised.

394/2005 – Fuel Allotment

Cllr Cundy read out a selection of the many thank you letters received from the recipients of the fuel allotment grant.  Cllr Dewhurst also had received verbal thanks when he distributed the cards before Christmas.  It was agreed that it had been easier for people to respond this year and the parish councillors were pleased to know these grants are appreciated.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Miss Vaugan-Morgan, Dewhurst and Chapman for their organisation and efforts.

394/2005 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

Letter of complaint re Rides Association – a response has still not been received and the matter is now closed.
396/2005 – Cllr Cundy’s Report On Meeting With Doug Patterson, WDC.

The Clerk has sent the meeting notes to Doug Patterson and the Finchampstead District Councillors.  No further information has been received and the Clerk will send a reminder to WDC to set up the next meeting for May 2006. 
397/2005 – Welcome Pack

Cllr Cox confirmed that Dr Corfield is willing for the packs to be distributed from the Finchampstead Road Surgery to newly enrolled patients.  Other local surgeries can also be contact.  It is agreed that this would be the best method and the Amenities Committee will discuss the pack contents at their next meeting.
399/2005 – Rev. Warden’s Appeal
This matter will be discussed at the Finance meeting on 24th January 2006.
13/2006 – REPORTS
PLANNING 

Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the minutes for the meeting on 8th December 2005 have been distributed.  The Planning committee met last night and reported on the more controversial applications.

· Colehill Farm – objections to demolishing a barn and replacement with a dwelling as Green Wedge development.
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· Jovike – Outline application for access to site for future development – objections as too ‘open ended’

· Sand Martins Golf Course – concerns on the proposed removal of 40 Birch and 4 Oak trees.

· 61-67 Kiln Ride – 3 dwellings to be replaced by a mix of semi and detached dwellings.  A mixed development is better but the proposals still constitute an overdevelopment of site and impact on local traffic.
· 162-164 Nine Mile Ride (land at rear of) the appeal for 2 new dwellings was refused and the new application is for an additional mobile home.

· 352 Finchampstead Road – demolition and replacement with 7 apartments – objections as over development and development limitations imposed by the Thames Basin Heath document.

The Planning committee have just been made aware of these restrictions and are obtaining maps and a definitive statement as the Thames Basin Heath boundaries cover most of Finchampstead Parish.

Cllr Cox asked if the Planning Committee will be represented at the Local Inquiry for Woodcray Manor to be held at 10.00 am on 7th February 2006 to state the parish council’s objections.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe agreed that she will attend.
Cllr Mrs Newcombe advised that there will be a talk at the next meeting (25th January) on Affordable Housing & Provision – to be given by Arlene Kersley, CCB if anyone wished to attend.

Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan commented that there is already a lack of water and further housing development will make matters worse.

FINANCE 

Cllr Cox reported that the next meeting is on 24th January 2006 and raised the following points:

· 2004-2005 Accounts now approved and the relevant notices were placed on the Noticeboards.  UHY Hacker Young, Auditors have submitted their invoice for the standard fee of £650.00 with no extras charged.  The responses to their questionnaire will be submitted.

· Computerisation of Accounts – Cllrs Cox and Mrs Sach and the Clerk are progressing matters and this will be discussed at the Finance meeting.
· Village Club Hut – the building needs to be insured and it is proposed to add a value of £1000 as a replacement/repair cost to the Parish Council’s insurance.  The Clerk will obtain a quote from Zurich for this addition.  

· Asset Register – is being compiled and then the Risk Assessment sub committee will review as necessary.

· Rides Association New Loan – the Clerk will chase for the return of the new Agreement
Cllr Cox reported the current status of parish accounts:-

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£77924.15 earning 3.85%

HALIFAX ASSEST RESERVE ACCOUNT
£29810.91  earning 1.3% (at 20.12.05)

The Cheque List at Appx A – CHQ/DEC2005 is submitted for approval.

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
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AMENITIES – Next meeting - Tuesday 7th February 2006.
Cllr Markham reported that the Clerk will be advertising for land for allotment use in local publications.  The next meeting to discuss California Country Park developments will be on 20th January 2006.  
FOOTPATHS – Next meeting – Tuesday 21st February 2006.
· Cllr Chapman advised that the minutes of the meeting held on 13th December 2005 have been distributed and the Precept figures approved for submission to the Finance Committee.  
· WDC have asked for the Public Rights of Way questionnaire to be submitted by 30th January 2006 and Cllr Chapman will respond.  
· Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan noted that the committee proposed purchasing benches but reminded councillors of possible problems of mis-use.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – next meeting is 17th January 2006.

· Cllr Milne confirmed that the budget will be discussed for submission to the Finance Committee.
· There had been a meeting with Anthony Pollock, Executive Member for Highways & Transport and the Speed Petitioners, and agreement was reached to investigate the speeds and accident data for the relevant roads.  

· Discussions were continuing with WDC on the joint funding of the lighting for Averys Car Park. 
· The larger 30mph signs have been erected on the approaches to the Village together with the flashing school signs.
· Cllr Pearce noted the signs prohibiting parking in the access road to Averys Car Park are in place and the fine for non-compliance is £80.  It was agreed that the problem persists due to lack of monitoring by WDC parking attendants.

· Finchampstead Road – closures from 20th February for 12 weeks for pipeline improvements

· Nine Mile Ride – closures for gas pipelines later in the year.
Clerk’s Report

· War Memorial cleaning - AF Jones will visit site and quote for the work – Cllr Cundy also has a contact.
· Bus Shelter, California Ratepayers Hall - WDC have been asked to remove the graffiti and the missing downpipe will be replaced by ‘Over the Moon’ who are also willing to paint over graffiti as and when it happens.  It was agreed to paint the downpipe with ‘anti bandit’ paint to prevent future problems.
· Mornington Avenue – road re-surfacing  until 25th January 06

· Reading Road, Arborfield – Renewal of Water pipelines from 6th Jan 06 for 12 weeks approx.

ANY OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – no meeting to report
RIDES ASSOCIATION – Cllr Mrs Vass did not attend the last meeting but has received the minutes and can report:-

· The Association have successfully obtained the £5K Big Lottery Grant which will enable the Community Kids Club to go ahead. 
· Sandie Evans is organising the necessary disabled access for both the hall and the Youth Room.  The ‘My Life’ project will go ahead when this is complete.
· It was noted that there were some problems during the Christmas period which resulted in a PC being hurt during an altercation.
· Karen Grainger is to supply a spare set of keys for the Youth Room to be kept by the Clerk.
-5-
Multi Agency Group – last meeting Tuesday 6th December at 6.00pm – Minutes Appx B.
Cllr Mrs Vass reported that 5 parish councillors attended.  The meetings continue to be well attended and all involved are very active and positive.  The group have written to the Parish Council to request a Notice board be supplied and this will be discussed at the Amenities Committee meeting.   They are also discussing with Chris Buggy, Countryside Service for the possibility of ‘off road’ facilities for mini motor bike use.  The regular walkabouts have resulted in improvements to the surroundings but maintenance work is needed on the fascias and gutterings.  2 designated Community Wardens are available and can be contacted via the WDC website – their task is to deter anti social behaviour and work with the local police and community.  It was agreed it is important for the parish council to be involved and keep momentum going in the community.
Parish Office Improvements

Cllr Cox’s previous report and possible options were discussed – the most favourable being a new build on land which could become available next to the Finchampstead Road Surgery or an extension at one of the parish halls.  It was AGREED to postpone further discussions until after the next meeting with Doug Patterson in May as other options may then be forthcoming.

Village Club- 
Cllr Dewhurst confirmed that Martin & Pole have carried out a free of charge land valuation and it is the duty of the Trustees to maximise the potential if the land is to be sold.

Finchampstead Design Statement
Cllr Milne reported  the framework is now in place and recent meetings, involving officers from WDC had been positive.  All the work will be collated at the next meeting and a draft Statement should be ready by the end of March.  The software purchased from the University of Gloucester will assist in the compilation of the questionnaire.
14/2006 – MAIN COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE

The options put forward at the last meeting were fully discussed and finally AGREED that the meetings should be altered to be on the 3rd Thursday of each month (except August) and to be held at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead.  This will allow meetings to start and finish earlier i.e. 7.30 – 9.30 pm as the hall is available earlier on these days.  This new arrangement will commence from April 2006 and will be advertised in the parish.
15/2006 – FIVE YEAR PLAN
Cllr Cundy reported that, although the document had been edited and revised, there still needs to be some work done to complete the document, especially in view of the Finchampstead Design Statement and each committee’s aims.  The edited copy will be circulated to the committees for updating at their next meetings.  It was agreed this should be a regular item on each committee’s agenda with an annual publication of the document early each year to review in readiness for reporting to the Annual Gathering on the past year’s work.
16/2006 – SECTION 106 – REVIEW OF WDC POLICIES & PRACTICES - CONSULTATION

This response deadline is 22 January 2006 and councillors can access the document on the WDC website or a copy is available at the office.  Comments should reach the Chairman by 19th January so that a response can be completed.
17/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. Thank you letters (Fuel Allotment) 
2. WDC – Highways Consultative Committee – RUPPS item adjourned
3. Lord Lieutenant of Berkshire – Queen’s 80th Birthday, 21st April 2006 – invitations to any with the same birthday to contact the Lord Lt.
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4. Thames Valley Police – NEW NON EMERGENCY TELEPHONE NO: 0845 8 505 505
5. Office of the Deputy Prime Minister – Standards of Conduct in English Local Government – Discussion Paper for the Future.  – Cllr Cundy to read.
6. Post Box – Old Crowthorne Post Office, Dukes Ride – noted proposal to move.
Correspondence passed to Committees

Finance 

· Thankyou letters from organisations for donations made this year and requests for future funding 06-07.

· TVAP; Gorse Ride Junior School; Wokingham Job Support; Relate; Home Start; Berkshire Blind Society; 

· Requests for funding – Crossroads for Carers, Wokingham; Ms Greatbatch; Eversley Sports Association. TVAP, 
· UHY Hacker Young Annual Return & Questionnaire
· HM Customs – Expenditure Questionnaire
Roads & Road Safety

· WDC – confirmation of new terminal signs for Finchampstead Village
Amenities

· WDC Countryside Service – 2005 summer season costs – request for funding

· Gorse Ride Residents Assoc – request for new Noticeboard
FOLDER CONTENTS – January 2006 - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· CPRE – Fieldwork magazine

· Biodiversity ‘News’

· WDC – Agendas & Minutes – various

· Wokingham District Sports Council – Minutes of meetings 10.10.05 & 14.11.05

· Community Voluntary Action – Wokingham District – Workshop Diary Jan-April 2006

· Thames Valley Police information
· Consumer Direct – 08454 040506 – free consumer advice, local phone rates

· Wokingham District Voluntary Sector Forum


Community Lunch Invitation – Weds 18th Jan, 12 noon


Conference 2006 – Fri 3rd Feb., 9.15 – 1.15

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC DISCUSSION

18/2006 – FORUM
Cllr Markham proposed that, in view of the success of the Trafalgar Day celebrations, the parish council host a Picnic Concert in the summer, possibly to mark the Queen’s 80th birthday.  AGREED – Cllr Markham to investigate further re venue, dates etc.
Cllr Markham sought confirmation that the Parish Council owned the Memorial Park land as the Land Registry is encouraging registration of previously un-registered land.  It was AGREED that the land is owned by the parish council and it would be beneficial to register.  Cllr Markham will contact the Land Registry.
19/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed

Thursday 2nd February  2006 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead. 8.00pm
The meeting closed at  9.55pm
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