FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 8.00PM ON THURSDAY 1 APRIL 2004 AT 8.00PM IN THE FINCHAMPSTEAD MEMORIAL HALL,  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:

Cllr Mrs C Driver (Chairman)




Cllrs R Cundy, S Weeks, J Dewhurst 




G Veitch, I Milne, O A Vile, W Chapman,




Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Vass



E Cox, Alan Jackson



Mrs J Holloway – The Clerk
2 members of the public and Paul Cassel, Wokingham Times 
102/2004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Miss ICC Vaughan-Morgan, G Cockroft, G Markham
103/2004 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Cllr Jackson reported an error in the Minutes of the Meeting of 3rd March 2004 and he had  been present at the meeting.
It was AGREED to remove the Precept figures of other Parish Councils from the Minutes.

The amendments were made, initialled and the Minutes of 3rd March 2004 signed as a true record.

104/2004 
AMENDMENTS TO STANDING ORDERS
The following changes were proposed as a Resolution to be adopted at the next Main Council Meeting
a) from the Website meeting held on 19 February 2004 – renumbering where there are currently two number 58’s

b) New 63c) ‘By majority vote the Council can agree to exclude any item or items from the minutes and such information will be recorded in Part 2 minutes which are not available to the public’
c) 34b) and addition ‘For orders exceeding £1000 at least two quotes must be obtained where possible and practicable’
105/2004 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

79/2004 - Rides Lease Cllr Mrs Driver had telephoned the Solicitor and he is still waiting for a reply from the WDC regarding the new 14 year lease, in particular the clause mentioning ‘Community Use of Land’  Also, at the Annual Gathering Cllr Mrs Driver spoke to Nathan Winyard, Chairman Rides Community Association, who appreciates our concern about the matter.  The Rides Association need to have the matter resolved speedily because of their responsibilities under the Disability Act.

79/2004 – Youth Project  Mark Beach had no further progress to report on the re-furbishment of the Youth Room which was worrying in view of the funding the Parish Council makes towards the Project.  Mark Beach still had not been able to obtain a second quotation for the work and he was told the situation was not satisfactory.
79/2004 – District/Parish Conference 21 January 2004 – although the Clerk had contacted WDC by email to request a response regarding the Library facilities to report to this meeting, nothing had been received.  It was agreed to write to Cllr Mrs Long to try to gain her support in progressing the matter.
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It was then AGREED to close the meeting in order that the attending members of public may address the Parish Council.  A letter from Mr & Mrs Gutteridge, present at the meeting, of The Old Police House, was then discussed – see Correspondence List.  
The meeting was then re-opened.

106/2004 – REPORTS
PLANNING: Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that there had been 2 Planning meetings since the last Main Council meeting 
4.3.04 
Both appeals for the Tintagel Farm development had been dismissed.  
25.3.04 Chaired by Cllr Vile who reported 

The Appeal for 6-8 The Village has been allowed and bungalows will be built behind the said houses..  A resident, Mrs Kentish-Barnes, had called the Clerk to object strongly and Cllr Mrs Driver had left a message on her answerphone to say that the Parish Council had objected to the development as had the WDC but been over-ruled by the Inspector at the Appeal.


Millgate Homes at North Court – Advertising signs – Appeal allowed


TPO’s – Timberscombe – not allowed

Cllr Vile read out all Applications and decisions reached by the Committee

Woodcray Manor Golf Course: Cllr Mrs Driver had the opportunity to speak to local MP when he was on a walkabout and he wishes to be kept informed.  Meanwhile the Council has received a letter dated 15 March 2004 which states that the WDC continues to take Counsel’s opinion and that they are awaiting a golf course architect’s report following his visit to site.  This visit has since taken place and the architect met with Eurogolf, the site owners, and the FPC now waits for the architect’s report.  WDC has also asked Neil Carr, (Executive Officer to Chief Executive) to investigate the background to this matter and report to the FPC.
FINANCE
No meeting to report.  Cllr Cox reported that a few objections to the raised Precept had been received – an email from Mr Owens which had been acknowledged and Mrs Skinner who had come to the Parish Office and who has been sent a copy of the Finance Report.
The Clerk’s Pension Scheme- would commence on 1st April 2004 and forms would be submitted next week.  The contributions would be 6% (£48) per month from the Clerk and 8% (£64) per month from the FPC to be paid retrospectively.  The cheque would be put on the list of payment to be approved at the next meeting.  This was approved unanimously by the committee.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT – END OF MARCH 2004 

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£36037.05

HALIFAX ASSEST RESERVE ACCOUNT
£23181.68
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CHEQUES FOR APPROVAL
TOTAL 
(VAT)
CHQ
Mrs J Holloway, Clerk’s Salary
£684.42

100882
Clerk’s Travel
£13.56

100883
Inland Revenue (previous & current Clerk)
£1762.06

100884
Mrs M Harle
£83.96

100885
Mr R Long
£289.90

100886
Mr J Hawkins, supply of hanging baskets
£100.00

100887
WDC Skip Charges
£314.00

100888
Metrosigns 2000, supply of noticeboard cover
£52.88 
(£7.88)
100889

WDC – skip at Averys Corner
£63.00

100890
SEC – Lighting Services Maintenance Charge
£124.22 
(£18.50)
100891
WDC – Rent for lease of land at The Rides

£337.50

100892

Telling Electrical Services – alarm bell system

                                              Parish office
£251.80 
(£37.50)
100893
BT – Parish Office
£13.24 
(£1.97)
100894
J&J Cole Ltd Thursday Bus
£188.00

100895
Southern Electric – Street lighting elec.charge
£56.82 
(£2.70)
100896
National Trust – The Ridges Local Committee

                               Annual Donation
£1000.00

100897
CPRE – subscriptions
£100.00

100898
Mr C Cresswell – basket watering
£60.00

100899
Mrs C Driver – Expenses for Annual Gathering
£85.00

100900
BT – Parish Office – call charges
£23.28
(£3.46)
100901

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES WAS APPROVED
Cllr Cox reported that the Halifax Reserve Account would reduce to £10000.00 taking the uncleared cheques into account and that there would be £46000 in the National Savings Account by end of Financial Year as forecast.
FOOTPATHS 

No meeting to report.  The next meeting to be held of 13th May 2004.

Cllr Chapman reported that Mr Barnwell at WDC had new responsibilities in the Highways Department and the Footpaths would now come under the Countryside Service – Mr Chris Buggy and Mr Simon Bartram.  He also reported a stolen Kissing Gate on Footpath 54 and that he had discussed the matter with the Landowner.  Cllr Chapman had involved Mr Barnwell, before his change of role, and had been told the gate would be replaced from WDC stock.  Such thefts have been reported in nearby parishes.
Cllr Vile reported that the sign ‘Unsuitable for motor traffic’ was placed at one end of Heath Ride (at junction with Wellingtonia Avenue) but not the other end which is also blocked by garden rubbish.  He had contacted Mr Barnwell to report both matters who had agreed to remove the rubbish but that it was another department’s responsibility for the sign.  The Clerk was asked to write to WDC to request a new sign.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY
No meeting to report.  The next meeting to be held on 12th May 2004.

Cllr Weeks reported that a resident, Mr Ian Harris, had corresponded with the Royal Mail about the sealed post box as he was against its closure.  FPC had originally asked for a consulation process before the box was closed but this had been disregarded.  This will be discussed at the next meeting.
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AMENITIES 
No meeting to report.  The Next meeting to be held on 27th May 2004.

Cllr Mrs Driver reported on the Jubilee Tree event to be held on 25th April 2004 from 3.00pm.  The memorial stone is proving problematical and the overall cost is approx. £650 and dependent on the number of letters in the inscription - £3.50 per letter.  The  2 quotes were very similar – Jones & Co, Reading and Mr McCordle, who has done work for the Council in the past.  Any stone would take 14 weeks and it was AGREED that Mr McCordle would be commissioned to do the work.  It was AGREED that this was for posterity and the wording previously agreed at the Amenities Committee meeting on 17th February 2004 would be reconsidered and shortened at the next Amenities meeting.  Cllr Vile requested a version of the wording for the stone be available for inspection on the day. 

An A4 sized announcement is being prepared for the Noticeboards and and A3 version for general circulation.  Cllr Mrs Driver proposed a schedule of events for the Day

1. The tree to be ceremonially planted with a Stainless Steel spade and the local children invited to assist.

2. Reverend Joan Wakeling to dedicate the tree and Cllr Mrs Driver to say thankyou

3. National Anthem to be sung, led by the Church Choir

4. Church Bells to be rung

5. Choir to sing special song

6. Morrismen to perform

In addition, the pub would be open for food and drink.  The PPC of St James’ Church are in consultation with the tree surgeon about the plans for the old oak tree.
Cllr Vile reported that a road sign on the corner of The Brambles had been vandalised and turned in the wrong direction.  The Clerk was asked to contact WDC to report the matter and to request repair.

RIDES COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Cllr Mrs Vass reported on the last meeting held on 15th March 2004 – It is reported that there is poor cash flow and bar prices had been increased to improve income as well as Football fees are increased by 15%.  Membership numbers were good and the number of events increased although the bar is currently closed on Wednesday evenings.  An Open Evening is arranged for Friday 23rd April 2004 at 8.00 pm and representatives from the football clubs, dog club, local police and children would be there.  All members of FPC invited to attend.

Mark Beach is holding several consultations with the youth and trying to get more Part Time Assistants.  A Fun Day is arranged for 17th July to raise money for Hall improvements.

The field maintenance contract has been awarded to Sunshine Maintenance at £9918.00 p.a., commencing 1st April 2004.  They will be using the Rides’ own equipment.  Cllr Cundy believes the new contractors will be an asset and help the overall situation.  Cllr Cox reported that a resident, Mrs Skinner, had complained about broken glass left lying around at the Rides.  It was AGREED that the Clerk write to the Rides Association to praise them for all their efforts but raise concerns about the necessity for tidying the grounds. (Also, thanks for repairing fence – see letter)
- 43 -
FINCHAMPSTEAD PARK MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE – No report
CPRE – Meeting held on 26 March 2004 – Cllr Dewhurst read out the Minutes
YOUTH PROJECT

Cllr Mrs Driver attended meeting on 11th March 2004 and reported that Mark Beach and the youth members had raised funds that they would like to spend on a punch bag for ‘Aggression Management’  He had also conducted discussions on what acceptable behaviour was and that there would be further fund raising activities for future projects.

KIDZ PROJECT – Nicky Wilson, the Chair of the new initiative to provide facilities for the youth living in the Village (approx 30) had approached the Parish Council with a view to seeking funds.  The committee studied the plans and photographs for this new project to be based at the Memorial Park which was supported by the FPMC.  The papers were passed to Cllr Cox for discussion at the next Finance Committee meeting on 6th April 2004.
107/2004 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

Wokingham United Charities – advertising a vacant flat – copies were passed around for general distribution and for Noticeboards.

Cllr Mrs Driver read out a Thank You card received from Cherry Cole – the departing Clerk.

WDC 
– Dog bin emptying Service, replacement bin at Simon’s Wood Car Park – to be passed to Amenities Committee meeting

CCB 
– Calor Berkshire Village of the Year Competition 2004 – Finchampstead does not qualify 

Wokingham Volunteer Centre - Increase in Scale of Donations – passed to Finance Committee

WDC 
– Town & Parish Council Independent Remuneration Panel - file

FPMC 
– Minutes of Meeting 10 March 2004 & Agenda for AGM 29 Apr 04 

Copy Letter from Resident in Burnmoor Meadow to Cllr Pollock WDC re  Traffic Management, Longwater Road – passed to Roads Committee

WDC 
– Code of Conduct: Applying for a review of a referral decision - file

Rides Community Assoc. -fencing at Watkins Close now repaired - noted

Finchampstead Girl Guides - Thanks for donation of £100.00 - file

Letter from resident in Vermont Woods - complaint of litter and concerns of youth.  An acknowledgement emailed and to be passed to Amenities Committee meeting

Thanks for invite to Annual Gathering - Thames Valley Adventure - noted

Thanks for invite to Annual Gathering -The Salvation Army - noted

Letter from Mr & Mrs Gutteridge in Spring Gardens concern over traffic speed – Cllr Cox made the suggestion of improved lighting at this location and it was agreed this could help but other residents may object.

The council are in full agreement in their support of these concerns and it was agreed that after the next Road Committee meeting, the Council should write to WDC to gain support for the speed limit.  Mr & Mrs Gutteridge’s letter and photographs were passed to Cllr Cundy for that next meeting.
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Council Tax increases - Letter from resident in Warren Lane – passed to 

Council Tax increases - Email from resident                           - Cllr Cox

WDC 
– Amenity Programmed 2004/05, Increase in Skip charges etc. - to be passed to Amenities Committee meeting
WDC 
– Special Meeting of the Licensing and Appeals Committee 19.4.04 

Defra 
– Partnership in rolling out broadbands in Rural Communities – passed to Cllr Milne

WDC 
– Staff Bulletins

WDC 
– Corporate News

WDC 
– various agendas and minutes – nothing of note for FPC 

BALC 
– The Berkshire Communicator, Spring 2004

WDC 
– District News Spring 2004 

Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership Magazine, Spring 2004 

RL Ash & Sons – various quotes relating to Youth Room at the Rides ?????

Email from resident – request for Traffic Regulation Order in Longwater Road – refer to WDC – Clerk to email reply

WDC email – Development Control Committee meeting 31.03.04 6.30pm

WDC – Letter from Graham Barnwell – change to his role.

Wokingham District Arts – AGM 21.04.04

Wokingham United Charities - Accommodation

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
108/2004 - COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 
Election Papers for the June elections were circulated by the Clerk – there are spare copies available in the Parish Office.
Copies of the Good Councillors Guide will be available in the Parish Office shortly.

Litter pickers and jackets had been received at the Parish Office – to be returned as Annual Spring Clean has been discontinued.

Belmont Stores  - Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that residents of 259 Nine Mile Ride, were using the forecourt for car sales.  The enforcement officer had been informed.

Clerk’s salary  - Cllr Cundy asked if it was necessary for the Clerk’s salary cheque to be publicised in the list of cheques – this will be dealt with by proposed Resolution to Standing Orders at next Council meeting.
Resident’s complaint, Mrs J Kentish-Barnes had complained about bright lights at night causing light pollution.  Cllr Weeks thought this may be garden uplighting at North Court and therefore not subject to planning permission.  The Clerk is to write to Millgate Homes to say that such lighting is out of keeping with local character.   Cllr Mrs Driver had left ansaphone message for Mrs Kentish-Barnes to discuss the matter.

California Crossroads – The Clerk is to write to WDC to report damage to disabled parking space.
109/2004 – DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Thursday 5th May at California Ratepayers Hall

The meeting closed at 10.12 pm
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THIS PAGE NOT TO BE SHOWN IN MINUTES – KEEP FOR INFO ONLY

Cllr Mrs Driver asked Mr & Mrs Gutteridge who were attending the meeting to address the committee (their copy letter in correspondence)

Mr & Mrs Gutteridge, residents at the Old Police House since 1979 were present at the meeting and had written to Cllr Cockroft with a copy to FPC.  Cllr Mrs Driver read out the letter to the meeting which highlights their grave concerns about the road safety at this location.  There had been many accidents and although none had caused injuries, their property had been damaged on several occasions and they had been of assistance to the drivers and passengers involved.  However, the incidents had become more frequent and also, some children had begun to play in the vicinity, even using motorised ‘trikes’ and Mr & Mrs Gutteridge had become further worried that fatalities could occur.  Local motorists who are familiar with the road disregarded or are confused by the differing speed limits and apart from this, the road appeared to be used as a ‘test track’ by mechanics from Inchcape Garage.  Photographs of the incidents were passed to the Chairman as supporting evidence.

Mr and Mrs Gutteridge sought the Council’s support in this matter particularly to reduce the speed limit and to extend a constant speed limit along the entire stretch of road.

Cllr Cundy, Chairman of Roads, confirmed that this had been discussed at previous Road & Road Safety Committee meetings and it is the aim that a 40mph maximum speed limit be applied.  It is seen as a problem and that motorists are confused by the different speed limits and do not appreciate the dangers of the bends.  In addition to the speed limit being applied, the committee also recommends that a footpath be put in.  The FPC is looking for finance from WDC and that this cost could be met by property developers.  Cllr Cox made the suggestion of improved lighting at this location and it was agreed this could help but other residents may object.

The council are in full agreement in their support of these concerns and it was agreed that after the next Road Committee meeting, the Council should write to WDC to gain support for the speed limit.  Mr & Mrs Gutteridge’s letter and photographs were passed to Cllr Cundy for that next meeting.
