FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 1ST JULY 2004 AT 8.00PM IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE,  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:

Cllrs Mrs Driver; Mrs Hughes; Mrs Newcombe



Cllrs W. Chapman, E. Cox, R. Cundy, J. Dewhurst




Cllrs I Milne; G. Veitch, O A Vile
189/2004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  -  Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, G Cockroft, 

G. Markham, S. Weeks.
190/2004 – ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN & VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE ENSUING YEAR
Chairman: Cllr R Cundy was proposed for election by Cllr Mrs Hughes and seconded by Cllr 
E Cox. There were no other nominations and Cllr Cundy was elected unanimously.

Cllr Cundy thanked the Council for their support, and hoped to be able to represent the Council as well as Mrs Driver had in the past few years.

Vice-Chairman: Cllr E Cox was proposed for election by Cllr Mrs Driver and seconded by Cllr Dewhurst.  There were no other nominations and Cllr Cox was elected unanimously.

Cllr Cox thanked the Council for their continuing support.

191/2004 – APPOINTMENT TO COMMITTEES
Cllr Chapman asked whether Parish Councillors who were also District Councillors should be allowed to serve on Parish Council Committees.  This was fully discussed and AGREED that their presence on committees was not prevented by the Standing Orders and that their involvement is an advantage in presenting FPC opinion at District level.

The following appointments were then discussed and AGREED

Finance – Cllrs R Cundy, E Cox, W Chapman, Mrs Newcombe, G Markham, O A Vile are appointed to the committee.  The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 13th July and a Chairman and Vice Chairman are to be elected for the forthcoming year.

Amenities – Cllrs G Markham, E Cox, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Driver, I Milne, 

G. Cockroft, J Dewhurst are appointed to the committee.  The next meeting is to be held on Thursday 22nd July and a Chairman and Vice Chairman are to be elected for the forthcoming year.
Footpaths - Cllrs G Markham, W. Chapman, R Cundy, Mrs Driver, S. Weeks, I Milne, 

G. Cockroft, J Dewhurst, G Veitch are appointed to the committee.  The next meeting is to be held in September and it was AGREED that the members would elect a Chairman and Vice Chairman for the forthcoming year at the end of this meeting.
Planning - Cllrs Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Driver, O A Vile, I Milne, G Veitch are appointed to the committee.  The next meeting is to be held on Thursday 8th July and a Chairman and Vice Chairman are to be elected for the forthcoming year.

Roads & Road Safety – Cllrs R Cundy, E Cox, W Chapman, O A Vile, S Weeks, I Milne and G Cockroft are appointed to the committee.  The next meeting is to be held on Tuesday 6th July and a Chairman and Vice Chairman are to be elected for the forthcoming year.

Rides Committee – Cllrs Mrs Driver and R Cundy are appointed to the committee.
FPMC – Cllr G Markham is appointed to the committee.

Youth Committee – Cllr R Cundy

Fuel Allotment – Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Miss Vaughan-Morgan, W Chapman and J Dewhurst are appointed to the committee.
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192/2004 – PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
Notices have been placed on the website, on noticeboards and in the Parish Magazine to allow any interested parties to approach the FPC, in which case a Bye Election is to be held.  If no candidates come forward then three councillors are to be co-opted.  Cllr Mrs Driver has spoken again to Mrs L Vass and the Clerk has sent further information from BALC to Mrs Vass to assist in her enquiries with WDC.  

Cllr Vile reiterated the point that WDC should have advertised the elections more prominently in the local press but the Clerk has been informed that there is no such legal obligation on the part of WDC.  Cllr Vile stated that if that information had been received earlier the FPC could have advertised themselves.  Cllr Cundy has approached a possible candidate and Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan knows of a further possibility.  All councillors are asked to seek likely candidates who may be interested in co-option.
193/2004 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
page 73 was amended to read ‘Vaughan-Morgan’ and then the Minutes of 3rd  June were signed as a true record.

194/2004 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

174/2004 - Rides Lease –  The Clerk has not received any further communication from WDC and is to remind Mr Patterson of all the outstanding issues discussed at the recent meeting.
174/2004 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course – Cllr Cox reported that WDC has received their Golf Course Architect’s report and are now waiting for a survey report of the whole site.  All this will then be passed to their Legal Department for further action.  Dumping continues at the North end of the site and there is mud on the Finchampstead Road.  The Clerk has copied the relevant correspondence to the Wokingham Town Council but has not received any acknowledgement.
174/2004 – Jubilee Tree – this will form part of the Amenities Report.
174/2004 – Youth Project – Cllr Mrs Driver received a verbal estimate and the Clerk now has the written quote from EA NEWELL for £1100.00 plus vat for plumbing and electrical work and Cllr Cox confirmed that this was within the £1500 already approved and could be accepted.  The Clerk is to write to confirm acceptance and for the work to proceed.

174/2004 – Vandalism at Nine Mile Ride Primary School – Inspector Finch had requested further background information about the vandalism and the Clerk has sent the Nine Mile Ride Primary School Incident Log.  The matter was also raised at the recent Police Liaison meeting by Cllr Weeks and was informed that police reaction is determined by the urgency of the incident.  If miscreants are on site, the response is graded ‘Urgent’ and police attend as quickly as possible; if the event has passed, the response is downgraded to ‘Non-urgent’.  There have been similar incidents at Gorse Ride School and the Community Officer, PC Adie Hodges has apprehended 3 youths. 
175/2004 – Cllr Mrs Driver has sent a Thank You Card to Mrs Woodley.
176/2004
Ardwell House – Mr Tamsitt (neighbouring resident) has asked that the FPC continue its efforts in stopping this application.  WDC are to site visit on 5th July and a Development Control meeting on 7th  July will be attended by Cllr Mrs Newcombe.
Bramley Grove Noticeboard – is now in situ but the Dillons board still requires fixing and the Clerk is to follow up with JDB Contractors.
178/2004 – North Court donation to St James’ Church

The Clerk had written to Wokingham District and Wokingham Town and has received an apology from Wokingham Town and a full explanation of procedural etiquette from WDC Chairman’s office.  Millgate Homes, the North Court developers, have also written a letter of apology.
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195/2004 – REPORTS
PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the Minutes of the 25th May meeting have been distributed and asked if there were any comments – none.  The minutes of the meeting on 17th June were also distributed.

10 Talisman Close – Mrs Mitchell, No 8, attended the meeting to outline objections to the proposed development and the committee has decided the proposal is over development of site due to its size and mass and is out of keeping with the development.

80a Reading Road, Waste Transfer Station – Has gone to Appeal and the Clerk has sent the council’s objections to the Inspector. 
Eurogolf/Woodcray Manor Golf Course – Has gone to Appeal and the Clerk has sent the council’s objections to the Inspector. 

24 Fir Cottage Road - extension – the committee has objected on the grounds of access.

37a Pine Drive – temporary change of use to business office and storage – the committee has no objections provided the activity is not environmentally obtrusive.

Pye Hill House, Jubilee Road – the committee received a number of complaints from neighbouring properties for both the mobile home and building materials storage applications.  Objections have been sent to WDC on the grounds that such use would be out of keeping with a rural area and neither of the two entrances were suitable for industrial use.

425 Finchampstead Road  - While no objections to the proposed development there are grave concerns concerning the access in and out of site which needs to be better regulated.

Sequoia Field Farm, Wellingtonia Avenue – no objection with the proviso the new garage is not to be used as a separate dwelling.

49 Ashdale Park – Objection as the garage would be built in front of the building line.
Bulloways Farm – Helicopter pad – This application has been refused permission by WDC.
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the notes received from Mrs M Long concerning central Government proposals regarding RUPPS (Roads Used as Public Paths) which seem to prevent use by service and visitors’ vehicles.  Cllr Chapman pointed out that RUPPS have been replaced by BOTAT – Byways open to all traffic and therefore these limitations will not apply.

FINANCE – no meeting to report.  Cllr Cox advised that the work on the Full Audit, including 18 appendices, has been sent to Hacker Young and been acknowledged.  This audit has little to do with the council’s finances but focussed on whether the council operates correctly.  
Cllr Cox proposed that Cllr Mrs Driver be paid an additional £40.00 for expenses as she served as Chairman for 2 months longer due to the late elections.  Cllr Mrs Driver declined to accept this and the proposal was dropped.

The Council has received a demand from the Inland Revenue for under-payment of National Insurance which was due to old Tables being used in last year’s calculations.  A cheque has been raised for £195.24 and Mrs Woodley has sent a cheque for £77.31 for her contributions and Mrs Holloway a cheque for £5.33, both of which will be banked into the Halifax Reserve Account.
Cllr Cox proposed that the new Chairman, Cllr Cundy be added to the list of official signatories, (currently Cllrs Mrs Driver, E Cox and OA Vile), and that, due to his resignation, Cllr Jackson’s name be removed.  This was AGREED.
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Appendix A – Reference No: CHQ/JUL04 giving the current bank statements and list of cheques to be approved was distributed.  

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED.  
The Clerk is to make arrangements with BT to remove the second phone line which is now redundant.

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held on Tuesday 13th July 2004 – Cllr Cundy apologised in advance that he is unable to attend.

AMENITIES – Cllr Mrs Hughes read Cllr Markham’s report in his absence.
Jubilee Tree/ Memorial Stone – Harold Sanders, the Conservation Officer of WDC had written to Mr McCardle requesting further clarification on the location, description and type of stone.  As Mr Sanders is on holiday, Cllr Markham will contact him on his return to progress the matter.

Library – The Clerk has received a response from the California Association who is in favour of the idea in principle with some reservations – in particular over the logistics and that there would be no damage to the forecourt and boundaries.  They request a dummy run prior to full commitment and notification of the proposed date.  They also confirm their requirement for weekly rent of £60.00 plus an indemnity for any damage that may occur to the Association’s property.  
Cllr Markham has spoken to Mr Chris Westwood of the Wokingham Library Service to progress this matter with the Association’s concerns in mind.  The WDC also need to resolve the mobile phone signal strength for the library computers; suitability of proposed site with regard to access and electric facility.  They agree that a dummy run will be necessary to assess the feasibility of the proposal.  The Clerk is to write to Mr Westwood to request regular updates on progress and emphasise that the proposed days are to be Weds & Thurs.  Cllr Mrs Driver reported that the journalist from the Wokingham Times had interviewed her and then written an article in this week’s issue that concludes ‘all to be decided at tonight’s meeting’, but Cllr Mrs Driver did not say this.
Street Map – Cllr Mrs Newcombe has identified new roads and these have been inserted onto the map.  The Clerk has received samples of current layouts from Codair and been told the 4 colour versions are not much more that the 2 colour currently in use.  A quotation is still awaited and the Clerk will progress.

FOOTPATH – No meeting to report.  Cllr Chapman reported that while inspecting FP 9/10 by the church he found WDC operatives putting in steps.  As this would preclude disabled access he arranged to meet Simon Bartlam, WDC, on site and a ramp and handrail are now to be included to facilitate wheelchair access.  Mr Bartlam agreed to cut back the hedge on FP8 and further agreed to give prior notification about any work before going ahead.  Cllr Chapman will accompany him to investigate the whole footpath network to review any other necessary work and if this is done by his operatives, this will save FPC time and money.  It was AGREED to invite him to attend the next meeting in September – the Clerk will contact Mr Bartlam.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY
 - No meeting to report.  The WDC have responded to some of the points raised at the last meeting and these will be discussed at the next R&RS meeting on 6th July. 
Cllr Veitch requested that the issue regarding access in and out of the car park in front of Red Oak Stores be added to the agenda.  This was AGREED.
-81-

RIDES – Cllr Cundy reported on the recent meeting.  Bar takings have improved and there is a new deal with Courage Brewery which will save £2000.  There is still availability in the Hall, the Entertainments committee were working hard and Mr & Mrs Partridge were having a good effect.  Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that an accident had occurred to a lady who had fallen over some metal machinery hidden in the grass.  Cllr Hughes was pleased to report that the lady at the Rides had handled the situation efficiently and ensured the machinery was removed.  Flowers were sent to the injured lady as an apology, and this was appreciated.  Cllr Cundy also reported that it was agreed that having a hedge would be a better idea than a fence to protect the building from footballs being kicked against it.  Also, the garages have been cleared; the storage facilities had been sorted out; and the Health & Safety issues resolved but the Association continue to be concerned about the outstanding lease issue in view of the Disabled Act implications that need to be resolved by October 2004.  The Architect was still willing to be involved in projects and will try to improve the frontage and make the whole site more presentable.  There is to be a Fun Day in July to raise more funds and the AGM will be held on the 15th November 2004.
FPMC – No meeting to report in Cllr Markham’s absence.

YOUTH PROJECT  - Cllr Mrs Driver reported that currently there are 10-15 attendees per week and more part time street workers are in place.  There are plans for a Summer Scheme and a walk around California Lake to raise funds for sports equipment.  Cllr Mrs Driver also reported concerns about the structure of the Project which currently involves the parish councils of Finchampstead, Barkham, Wokingham Without, Swallowfield and Arborfield  (the latter two not being part of Villages Youth) and the WDC are going to look at this.
ANY OTHER REPORTS

Police Liaison Committee – had not been well attended with only 10 members of the public present.  There is another full time officer, PC Andrew Roberts, in addition to PC Adie Hodges, who will be based at Loddon Valley.  Inspector Finch gave a comprehensive report ‘ What happens when Police are called’ and there is now a new system of 2 Control Rooms, that handle 999 calls, and 2 Enquiry Centres handling general enquiries and non emergency calls.  The new system has more office staff which means more police officers can be released onto the streets to handle crime.  Emergency call handling is the best in the South East and the target of answering calls within 20 seconds is up to 85%.  Crime Hotspots have been identified and Hit Squads can be sent out, and the problem areas of drug abuse at California Park and groups of youths in Elizabeth Park are under surveillance.
Primary Care Trust Meeting – Cllr Dewhurst attended and reported on the new GP contract that will come into force in October 2004.  This means that GP’s can limit their activities to between 8 am and 6 pm and that work on weekends and bank holidays will be excluded.  Any requests for doctors will be handled via REDOC in Reading; NEWDOC in Newbury and SEBDOC in Bracknell.  Triage doctors will assess the call and give advice, arrange a doctor visit or refer to hospital. 999 calls will continue to be handled separately. There is no direct link with the NHS Direct Line who give advice and guidance to callers.  
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196/2004 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

Letter of thanks from ex-Cllr Alan Jackson - noted
Millgate Homes – letter of apology - noted
WDC – Council etiquette - noted
Clifton Ingram – Rides Lease  - noted
California Association – Library facility – passed to Amenities

BALC – AGM 15TH July 2004 @ Knowl Hill village hall – passed to Cllr Cox
BALC Berkshire Communicator – 
p.5. Conflicting advice paragraph






p.3. Insignia rulings
FPMC – Agenda for 21st July meeting - noted
Home Start AGM – 12 July 2004 – Clerk to RSVP and pass details to Cllr Mrs Hughes
Winged Fellowship Trust – donation request – pass to Finance
Thames Valley Adventure Playground – Invitation for 3rd July 2-4pm – noted
SPISE – Workshop 10 July 2004 @ North Warnborough village hall – pass to Cllr Weeks
Thames Water – Wastewater Flooding leaflet – pass to R&RS
Police – Community Officer posters - noted
National Playing Fields - info and newsletter – pass to Amenities
MICE – email re funding – pass to Amenities
EA Newell – estimate for plumbing work @ Rides Community Hall – clerk to action work

WDC
- Revised Local Code of Conduct - noted

- Billing Avenue refuse vehicle – pass to Amenities
- 40mph speed limit NMR – pass to R&RS
- District Parish Conference – Cllr Cox proposed to submit a resolution of a 40mph    limit throughout the Wokingham District.

- Clerk’s Update Meeting – 23rd July - noted
- Highways Board – Meeting on 5th July – Cllr Milne to attend – pass to R&RS
- Agendas & Minutes – various - noted
- Newletters – various - notes
Magazines: Finchampstead; Clerks & Councils; Standards Board; Local Council Review - noted
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

197/2004 - COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 
Cllr Chapman reported that the post and rail surrounding the Disabled Parking Space outside the Post Office at California Cross roads was still broken and the Clerk is to contact the WDC.

Cllr Mrs Driver asked if any there is any known way to dispose plastic plant pots and Cllr Mrs Hughes said she would mention this at the next Waste Meeting.
The Finchampstead Newsletter – would be added to the Agendas of forthcoming meetings so that the Chairs can prepare their reports and Cllr Milne agreed to co-ordinate activities for distribution in September.  The Clerk is to check if there will be a WDC newsletter at the same time.

198/2004 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

6th July 
Roads and Road Safety

8th July
Planning

13th July
Finance

22nd July
Amenities

The Clerk asked that meetings be limited to 1 per week as much as possible in the future as this would help with the work load and this was AGREED.

The next Main Council Meeting would be on Thurs Sept 2nd at the Memorial Hall.
The meeting closed at 10.30 pm
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