FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

WEDNESDAY 1ST DECEMBER 2004 AT 8.00PM AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL,  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:


Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, E Cox, Vice-Chairman

Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs Driver, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Hughes,

Cllrs Mrs Sach, W Chapman, O A Vile, G Markham, G A Cockroft

Cllrs J Dewhurst, G Veitch, I Milne, Dr Hossack




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway




3 members of the Public

371/2004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  - Cllrs Mrs Vass,
Cllr Weeks is attending the Development Control meeting and will try to come later.

372/2004 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes were amended on page 133 336/2004 Finance Report to read ‘California Ratepayers’ Association’ (not Rides Association), and then signed as a true record of the meeting held on 4th November 2004.

373/2004 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

329/2004 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course 
No further information has been received.                    
329/2004 – Youth Project –Cllr Mrs Driver has seen Mark Beach and requested an update.  Cllr Cundy confirmed that the work is still incomplete and Cllr Mrs Driver agreed to chase the contractor again. 
329/2004 – Notice boards – The work is still in progress – the Clerk will contact Mr Breakspeare.
329/2004 – Disabled space at California Crossroads – 
Cllr Chapman reported that the work on the Disabled Space is now complete but there is damage to the posts on the Cresswell’s side of the road but there is no job in hand with WDC for this to be done.  
329/2004 – The Finchampstead Newsletter – The Clerk has received an email from Karen Jordan to report their distributor claimed all newsletters have been distributed in accordance with the Master Lists used.  The Clerk was asked to supply exact addresses so that the matter can be further investigated.  Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Mrs Driver, Cox, Dewhurst and Vile confirmed they had not received the newsletter and the Clerk is to send this information to WDC.
329/2004 – Horse riding on The Ridges

Cllr Veitch asked for clarification of the discussion at the November meeting as he is unclear exactly what was agreed.  Cllr Cundy replied that the council’s thinking that this being a ‘private matter’ precluded the council becoming involved unless they are formally presented with a petition from the complainants concerned.  Cllr Veitch voiced the concerns of the riding community and the councillors as representatives of the community, should listen to their point of view.  Cllr Cundy replied that if the riding community come forward to the council then this matter could then be discussed and further action, if any, decided at that time.  Any members having conflicting interests would not be allowed to vote.
329/2004 – Fleet Hill Postbox – The recent survey of 35 dwellings along Fleet Hill had resulted in a majority of 24 being in favour of the Post Box remaining at its current location and the Roads and Road Safety Committee therefore recommend no further action on this matter.
329/2004-Flower Baskets – Cllr Mrs Driver has published an appeal through the Finchampstead Magazine to hopefully find other people willing to help next season.
329/2004 - Finchampstead Society/ Village Statement

It was AGREED this matter should be further discussed by the Planning Committee, in view of several other initiatives needing action.
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330/2004 – Scouts Association – Proposed Loan

Cllr Cox reported that he has received a Business Plan from the Scout Group and this will be discussed by the Finance Committee at a Special meeting to be held at 7.30pm, 14th December at California Ratepayers Hall.
331/2004 – Rides Lease   

Cllr Cundy is still trying to arrange a meeting with the Solicitor.
333/2004 – MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE – 14th November 2004
Cllr Cundy reported that the arrangements for the Service had gone very well and had been thanked by those members of the public attending.  The Rev. Richard Warden used very interesting historical information about the inauguration of the memorial in his service.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Cox for laying the wreath on the Parish Council’s behalf.
334/2004 – Fuel Allotment  
Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that all was now organised and Cllr Cundy handed over the signed Christmas cards and the Clerk has the £540.00 in cash for distribution over the next week or two.
337/2004 – Road/ditch cleaning

Clerk has asked Roger Long to clear litter along The Ridges and Cllrs Mrs Driver and Vile saw him working there.
374/2004 – REPORTS
PLANNING 

The Minutes of the 11th November have been circulated and Cllr Mrs Newcombe pointed out a typing error – the address is 166 (not 168) Nine Mile Ride – this application has received a lot of local objections and the matter will be listed at WDC.
The Minutes of the 24th November included an Appendix concerning the talk given to the committee by Jim Dunning, WDC, about all the current planning issues before the Planning Committee.  The members were now working through the list, including the Village Statement, and will report to the Main Council accordingly.

Cllr Newcombe highlighted the concerns about the Revised Plans received for the new Nursery at Nine Mile Ride, which has been built higher than the original plans and the committee’s objections have been sent to WDC.

The application for 10 Talisman Close was deferred from 24th November to earlier this evening to allow objections to be heard.  The committee had agreed that the same objections to the earlier application still applied and these will be forwarded to WDC who had also refused permission to F/2004/2043.
The special meeting held just before the Main Council meeting also discussed the Draft Local Plan Survey No 1 (Settlement Boundaries) and Cllr Mrs Newcombe will now be able to prepare the response by the deadline of 10th December 2004. 
FINANCE –

Cllr Cox reported that he had recently attended a meeting at WDC which outlined the SEEDA initiative and the Finchampstead Parish Council has been listed as A likely candidate to receive funding.  The council will have to carry out some form of local consultation to pinpoint what the residents want.  This would also be a useful exercise to update the 5 Year Plan.  Cllr Cox proposed and Cllr Cundy seconded an invitation be sent to the SEEDA representative to attend either the January or February meetings.  The Clerk will contact the organisation to arrange.

National Savings Account £56K – earning 3.4%

Halifax Asset Reserve Account £46K – earning 1.1%

Appendix A – List of Cheques for Approval  -  PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Cllr Cox reminded the Chairs of Amenities and Footpaths that he will need their 2005-06 budgets prior to the Precept Meeting on January 18th 2005.
-145-
AMENITIES – Cllr Markham had no recent meeting to report – the next meeting will be on Tuesday 14th December.  He wished to update the council on the following matters:-
Container Library –  was being well attended particularly on the Thursday afternoon/evening session.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Milne, seconded by Cllr Markham,  for his prompt actions in securing banners to advertise the library – these will be placed in different locations to publicise the new facility as widely as possible.
Mobile Library – this will continue as before, an area in Averys Corner car park is now coned off in advance of its arrival.
Street Map –  Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that she has been successful in selling all the spaces and the Amenities Committee will be progress the matter at their next meeting. Cllr Mrs Hughes also reported that Warren Lodge have opened a new Dementia wing.  Miss Iris Van Hobollen, one of their residents, will be 103 on 16th April 2005 and it was AGREED that a card and flowers be sent from the Council to mark the occasion.
Children’s playground – FPMC – Cllr Markham reported that quotes for the gates for the fenced off area have increased from £681 + vat to £690 + vat.
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman had no meeting to report and the next meeting will be on 7th December 2004.  The only matter of note to report was that 2 kissing gates have been stolen and replacements ordered from WDC.  Cllr Chapman confirmed that all new gates will be branded as they are used.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY
 - 
Cllr Milne reported on the meeting held on 16th November, the minutes of which have been distributed.  It was agreed that the committee set up a new database to record all accidents that occur in the area – and if all members can record the necessary information on the published sheets as and when they know of any incident, this will help build up useful information. Members of the committee have toured the area to agree a ‘Wish List 2005’ with regard to signage, speed limits etc., which will be discussed at the next meeting on Tuesday 8th February 2005.  The committee have agreed to start their meetings at 7.30pm instead of 8.00 pm in the future.
Cllr Veitch reported that on Longwater Road (towards Eversley) a manhole cover is not secure and the Clerk will report this to WDC.
RIDES – Cllr Cundy reported that he and Cllr Mrs Vass attended their recent AGM and it was reported that the bar was making a decent profit; new accounting procedures put the funds through the Association but overall the Association were struggling for finance.  New committee members were elected but Cllr Cundy had objected to one new member who has a poor record with managing cash.  General maintenance and cleanliness of the Hall continues to be a problem but the Association cannot afford to employ a general handyman and have not secured enough volunteers to help. The disabled access issue is a continuing matter of concern.
FPMC – Cllr Markham did not attend their last meeting but could report that their finances were improving and have agreed to contribute £1050 toward the playground refurbishment.
YOUTH PROJECT – Quarterly Report and Agenda received late for meeting on 2nd Dec but Cllr Cundy will attend.
ANY OTHER REPORTS   

Crescent (MICE) – Cllr Mrs Hughes attended the recent AGM at Earley and was reassured that our funding will continue to support the MICE efforts.
375/2004 – FIVE YEAR PLAN
The Plan was last updated in 2003 and future actions fully discussed in the light of other initiatives such as Quality Status, Village Statement, Settlement Boundaries etc. which will require a degree of public consultation.  It was AGREED that each committee will add this item to their next Agendas and think strategically about their individual sections of the new Five Year Plan.  The Amenities Committee will also investigate the meaning and relevance of ‘Quality Status’ for the parish council.
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376/2004 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

Invitations
· Wokingham District Council – Primary Schools’ Carol Concert – 7.00pm, Sunday, 12th December at the Loddon Valley Leisure Centre - noted
· BALC – Special General Meeting – 7.30pm, Thurs 9th December, The Pavilion, Englefield Road, Theale. Agenda Item: Subscriptions for 2005.  Guest Speaker Su Omerod of the Berkshire Traveller Forum – passed to Cllr Cox
· WDC – Christmas drinks after the Council Meeting on Thursday 16th December and Carols in the Mall on Friday 17th December after lunch. - noted
· WDC – Clerks Update Meeting Thursday, 27th January 2005 – clerk to attend
Correspondence

· WDC/Mouchel Parkman – Safer Routes to School – Finchampstead Primary School – deadline for FPC response 10 December 2004 – passed to Cllr Cundy
· Wokingham District Sports Council – ‘Sports Personality of the Year’ Awards –Clerk to pass to Sports Club
· WDC – State of the District Debate – report on public consultation results of ‘Quality of Life in the District – Cllr Cockroft attended this and reported it was a presentation rather than a debate
· Community Action Team – police reports (2) - noted
· WDC – Wokingham District Newsletter Spring issue – 150 word article required for submission from each Parish Council to highlight the ‘their single most important achievement in 2003-04’ – Cllr Mrs Driver agreed to compose the article in time for the 7th January 2005 deadline.
Correspondence passed to Committees
Amenities Committee
· WDC – Street Cleansing & Litter Picking 

· DEFRA – Rural Services Review – a new magazine

Finance Committee

· WDC – Countryside Service – Running Costs of Paddling Pool 

· Samaritans – appeal for funding

· Home Start – appeal for funding

· NALC – Annual Review

· Zurich Municipal – Revised Insurance Policy

· VAT – Certificate of Registration

Planning Committee
Emails and letters of objection  re 166 NMR

FOLDER CONTENTS – 1st December 2004  - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

WDC – Agenda for Council Meeting on 25th November 2004 

WDC – Agenda of Executive Meeting on 25th November 2004
WDC – Staff Bulletins
TVAP Newsletter

BALC – The Berkshire Communicator
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Standards Board for England
Town & Parish Standard:02 & Lobby Groups/Dual hated members Code of Conduct


Local investigations: guidance for monitoring officers and standards to committees

NALC – Local Council Review

Finchampstead Magazine – December 2004 issue

Arborfield News – Christmas edition

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - no questions were asked.  Cllr Cundy was pleased to see a couple of old colleagues and invited all present to stay for nibbles and drinks to be served after the meeting.
377/2004 - COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 

Annual Gathering – 2005 – It was AGREED this be held on Wednesday 23rd March 2005 at California Ratepayers Hall – Cllr Mrs Newcombe will inform the Clerk this date is available.

The Clerk has been contacted by Peter Baveystock who is offering a Christmas Tree collection service on Saturday 8th January 2005.  It was agreed that Averys car park is the most appropriate location and the Clerk is to inform WDC. 
The Clerk has received an offer of voluntary assistance from Robert Habbits, a Gap Year Student who lives in Finchampstead.  It was AGREED that this could prove most useful and the Clerk will contact him to discuss his role when he is available in January.
Cllr Vile reported that the Container Library continues to use an electrical cable that is the wrong length to allow it to park where originally planned.  This means traffic find it difficult to manoeuvre out of the car park – a longer cable is needed and the Clerk will remind WDC.

Cllrs Vile & Dr Hossack would like to find out the validity of the double yellow lines along the access road from Finchampstead Road to Averys car park – The Clerk to investigate.

378/2004 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Thursday 6th January 2005, Finchampstead Memorial Hall,
The Forthcoming Meetings has been circulated

The meeting closed at 9.40 pm????
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