FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON THURSDAY 2nd SEPTEMBER 2004 AT 8.00PM IN THE MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE,  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:

Cllrs R. Cundy, Chairman, E Cox, Vice-Chairman



Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L. Newcombe




Cllrs Miss I C C Vaughan-Morgan, G Veitch, I Milne, 
Cllrs S Weeks, G Markham, O A Vile




Cllrs G Cockroft, W Chapman, J Dewhurst,




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway




One member of the Public




One member of the Press




5 applicants for Parish Councillor vacancies
255/2004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  - District Cllr A Ross
256/2004 – INTERVIEWS FOR PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES (3)
SOUTH WARD – 1; LOWER WOKINGHAM WARD - 2
Candidates for Vacancies:
Mrs Sharon Hall


Dr Ian Hossack
Mrs Suzanne Sach


Mrs Sue Thomas

Mrs Lynn Vass  

Each candidate in turn, gave a short presentation and answered questions from the council members, after which they left the room for the election.  After the first ballot Mrs Sach and Mrs Vass had received ten votes each, Dr Hossack and Mrs Thomas eight votes each and Mrs Hall, six votes.  A further ballot for the third vacancy was ten votes for Dr Hossack and two for Mrs Thomas.  Therefore, the three co-opted members are

Mrs Lynn Vass – to be the member for South Ward and

Mrs Suzanne Sach & Dr Ian Hossack to be the members for the Lower Wokingham ward.

They were invited to stay for the remainder of the meeting.

257/2004 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes of the AGM on  1ST JULY 2004 were signed as a true record.

258/2004 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

194/2004 - Rides Lease – The Clerk has received an email from Doug Patterson stating that a compromise solution will shortly be presented to our legal advisors.  This may or may not be acceptable to the Parish Council.
194/2004 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course – The clerk has also received another email from Doug Patterson which stated that the WDC are monitoring the position.  Further analysis reports have been produced by a surveyor and a golf course architect.  A conference will be held shortly with the WDC technical experts and their barrister to determine the most appropriate form of action to be taken.  A range of enforcement actions will be considered at that meeting.
194/2004 – Youth Project – The work has been completed and an invoice received from E A NEWELL – the work is to be inspected prior to payment.  

194/2004 – Notice boards – the Dillons board is still not re-installed and the Clerk will chase the contractor again.  The Kiln Ride board has a rotten leg and this will be put on to the contractor’s job list

195/2004 – RUPPS – The Finchampstead Society have arranged a special meeting to be held on 8th October 2004 in the Memorial Hall to discuss the proposed central government changes to planning processes and other local planning matters.  Mark Moon and Jim Dunning from WDC are to address the meeting together with Andrew Mackay, MP.  
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197/2004 – Disabled space at California Crossroads
The Clerk had been informed a Works Order has been raised to fix the post and rail surrounding the Disabled Parking Space.  However, Cllr Chapman reported further damage to another post and Cllr Weeks had seen workmen at the site but they had left as they did not have sufficient materials to complete the job.  The Clerk is to progress.
197/2004 – The Finchampstead Newsletter – The Clerk has been informed that the Newsletter can be distributed with the WDC publication at a charge of £175.00 and it was AGREED this was a reasonable cost.  Therefore Cllr Milne must receive all contributions by 15th September latest as copies must reach the WDC by 30th September. 
259/2004 – REPORTS
PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that there had been Committee meetings on 8th & 28th July and Cllr Milne had chaired the meeting held on 19th August and that all the minutes had been circulated to members.
FINANCE – A Finance Committee meeting had been held on 13th July 2004 and Cllr Cox advised that he had been re-elected for a further year as Chairman and Cllr Mrs Newcombe as Vice Chairman.
Bank Accounts:


National Savings Bank unchanged at   £56K earning 3.4%


Halifax Cheque Account                       £21K earning 1.7%

The second instalment of Precept monies of £48K would shortly be received.
Authorised signatories: Roland Cundy, Chairman has been added as a signatory and Alan Jackson’s name removed.

California Ratepayers Loan: A cheque was received from California Ratepayers Hall for £2764.23 prior to 1st September and Cllr Cox proposed the parish council waive a similar sum.  The balance of £483.74 remaining, equates precisely to the VAT due on the Association’s repayment and therefore the loan is completely liquidated.  Cllrs Vile, Cundy, Mrs Hughes and Mrs Newcombe declared an interest and the proposal was AGREED unanimously.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe, as a member of the Association, thanked the council for their support and that the loan had been much appreciated.
Audited Accounts – Cllr Cox confirmed that the Internal Auditor has agreed to continue for the current financial year.

The external auditor – UHY Hacker Young – had raised some queries which have been duly answered.  As the Parish Council had spent over £100K for the year 2003-04 the external auditor had asked for the accounts to be re-presented on an Income & Expenditure basis.  Cllr Cox had explained that our usual expenditure was well under £100K and this would continue to be the case for the foreseeable future and it would prove very difficult to change the accounting procedures for one year only.  UHY Hacker Young agreed to waive this requirement.

Account for First Quarter of Year 04-05 – The figures show expenditure generally in line with budget except for the National Insurance contributions which were high due to the wrong tables being used and the extra payments required for the back dated pay for the previous Clerk plus the wrong Tables being used in calculations for the year 2003-4
Parish Insurance Policy – The renewal had several increases and various items have been re-assessed and there will probably be an additional amount payable.

Clerk’s Holiday Cover – Cllr Cox proposed the rate be raised from £6.50 to £7.50 per hour for holiday cover for the Clerk.  Cllr Cundy seconded and the council AGREED unanimously.
Appendix A – Reference No: CHQ/AUG04 giving the current bank statements and list of cheques to be approved was distributed.  

PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  
The Clerk has clarified the position with BT regarding the phone lines and the Parish Council will now receive quarterly bills – one for the Broadband connection and one for the calls made on the office telephone.
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AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported on the outstanding issues as follows:-
Jubilee Tree/ Memorial Stone – was installed in early August, the position of the stone was supervised by Cllrs Markham and Mrs Driver.  The stonemason had presented his invoice which is approved for payment.
Library – Chris Hamilton, WDC Library Service had arranged the ‘dummy run’ which proved successful and they believed the best site to be at the California Ratepayers Hall.  A few issues still needed clarification, including the payment to the California Ratepayers Association for the provision of electricity. Cllr Mrs Newcombe said the matter would be fully discussed at the next CRA meeting and a suitable sum agreed.  The start date for the service will not now be September but would commence as soon as possible in the autumn.
Street Map – Cllrs Markham, Mrs Newcombe, Mrs Hughes and Mrs Driver will be meeting Frank Crabtree of LAP Publishing to discuss the possibilities of using their services.  Their proposals will be compared with the previous printers – Codair Publicity, and the committee will then decide the best course of action.
Litter Warden – Roger Long – attended the last Amenities Meeting and it was AGREED that his hourly rate should be increased to £7.50 as his efforts ensured the Parish was kept clean and tidy.  Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that WDC were still unreliable in collecting the bags from the appointed place (Warren Lane) and she would raise the issue at the forthcoming meeting with Peter Baveystock
FOOTPATHS – No meeting to report.  Cllr Chapman reported that the next meeting will be held on 14th September at California Ratepayers Hall.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY
 - Cllr Weeks reported that an Extraordinary Meeting had been held on 23rd August to elect a Chairman (Cllr Weeks) and Vice Chairman (Cllr Milne) and to discuss the VAS proposals.  The minutes have been circulated.  Cllr Chapman queried the outstanding actions from the Monitoring Schedule and that he had contacted Mr Lambert at the WDC regarding the uneven pavement by the Finchampstead Road Surgery – the lack of action is due to a changeover of contractors but this has now been done.
RIDES – Cllr Mrs Driver reported on the meeting held on 19th July 2004 
Plans for disabled access are in place, as well as plans for external renovation which will be drawn up by architect but funding would be needed. An application for Lottery money is envisaged but this requires a business plan and this will need details of Lease and Rent, so, although RCA appreciate that we are acting in their best interests, they are anxious to get the Lease in place as soon as possible. They are also concerned that the increase in rent will be backdated.  The RCA are also researching the necessary insurances to get the best value.
The recent Fun Day was a great success and raised over £1,000 profit and there had been a good Community atmosphere.  Bar takings are up and club is in a better position than it has ever been.  However, more bookings are needed for the Hall, especially as the Pre-school has folded. Once disabled access is in place it may be possible to hold Evening Classes.
 

The Grounds are in a good state and the new contract seems to be working well.
The work in Youth Room is under way – the new sink units, window and fans in place but the water heater is still to be connected.
A resident has written to the Parish Council with complaints about the RCA and the Clerk is to write to them outlining the concerns.  Cllr Cundy will be attending the next meeting on 6th September as Cllr Mrs Driver is unable to attend.

 
FPMC – 
Cllr Markham attended the last meeting and reported that the Management Committee had over £35K in their account although there is a trading loss of £2K.  The hall has been re-decorated.  

Children’s playground - this has become a cause of concern and it appears that individual trustees could be personally liable if accidents occur.  This matter was being investigated and the equipment must be brought up-to-date and then maintained within current legislation and guidelines.  
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Any reparation work will be expensive and the FPMC will be appealing for funds.  
Cllr Chapman said that originally the equipment had been covered by a contract with Wicksteed Leisure and, if it had lapsed, could it not be re-instated.  The matter will be discussed at the next Amenities meeting. 
Park Signs: Cllr Markham reported that 9 signs have been erected around the park

Football Practice Area – Cllr Markham reported that this project has been postponed in view of the funding required for the playground.

YOUTH PROJECT  - 
Mark Beach sent his report to the meeting – attendance was down during the summer holidays.  A group of young people had attended a music day to create music and this activity will be expanded on in the future.  A trip to a police station was arranged to improve understanding of police roles.  The staffing problems continue.
ANY OTHER REPORTS

BALC – AGM – Cllr Cox reported that the event was poorly attended and the business had been mainly concerned with the election of officers and a presentation to Sam Hosgood for his services
SERA - Cllr Dewhurst reported on the reply received from Jim Dunning, WDC which mainly re-states the position as already known and a referral to the SERA website.  
Cllr Dewhurst stated that it appears that, in future, planning matters must conform to the Spatial Strategy rather than the existing Regional Plans.  There will be a consultation process to be followed by central government, but the government will decide who they wish to consult.

260/2004 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 
· Cllr Mrs Driver – Thankyou letter – Cllr Cundy  
· Thank you postcard from Guides/Mexico trip - noted
· Berkshire Blind Society – invitation to AGM 29th September 2004 – Cllr Cundy will attend.
· Grants for War Memorials – passed to Amenities Committee
· KIDZ Club for 7-11 year olds on Saturday mornings @ Memorial Hall - noted
· Molecatcher – Jeff Nicholls – passed to Amenities
· SPISE – Workshop – 24th September 2004 – noted
· Big Lottery Fund – to Finance Committee
· Wokingham Police Information - - noted
· Wokingham Volunteer Centre – Digest – passed to Cllr Mrs Hughes
· Wokingham District – The Volunteer newsletter – passed to Cllr Mrs Hughes
· TVAP Newsletter - noted
· BALC – AGM Presentation document – passed to Cllr Cox
· BALC – Communicator – passed to Cllr Cox
· Wokingham District Association of Local Councils – AGM 9th September – passed to Cllr Cox
· BBCTP – Playground inspections - noted
· CPRE Voice – passed to Cllr Dewhurst
· Thames Valley Air Ambulance appeal – passed to Finance
· Mouchel Parkman – Safer Routes to Schools – Finchampstead Primary School – passed to Roads & Road Safety
· WDC – letter re California Crossroads assessment - passed to Roads & Road Safety
· WDC – Speed Checks 17th August - passed to Roads & Road Safety
· WDC – B3106 speed limits - passed to Roads & Road Safety
· WDC – Road Signs and Markings - passed to Roads & Road Safety
· WDC -  Wellingtonia roundabout – location for Hogwood I.E. sign - passed to Roads & Road Safety
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· WDC – Chris Hamilton re Library – to Amenities
· WDC
Disability Discrimination Act – Audit – Cllr Mrs Driver proposed this be taken to the Rides Community Association on 6th September for discussion
· WDC
Local Development Framework information – to Planning
· WDC
District Parish Conference – 23rd Sept. 04 – to Planning
· WDC
Performance Plan – to be filed at the Parish Office
· WDC
Various Agendas etc. to be field at the Parish Office
· Help the Aged – noticeboard information - distributed
· Mr Boswood letter – re post box Fleet Hill – Clerk to respond
· Residents letters – Street lights as Jubilee Gardens – to Roads & Road Safety
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

261/2004 - COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 

Mollie Harle – Cllr Cundy sent a bouquet of flowers with a letter to Mollie to thank her for all her assistance and advice and over the last few years and has received a kind reply, wishing the parish council continued success. 
Correspondence: For future meetings: correspondence deemed to be of general interest but not for discussion during the main council meeting, will be available 15 minutes prior to each Main Council meeting for councillors to read.  This folder will be then be kept at the parish office for one month after a meeting for reference.

Horse Riding Ban on The Ridges – Cllr Veitch to report
Memorial at Soldiers Rise – requires cleaning.  The Clerk will ask the Litter Warden to carry out the work.
Horse Riding on The Ridges – Cllr Veitch reported to the Parish Council on the recent ban imposed by the National Trust on horse riding on The Ridges.  Although riders had benefited from the right to ride on the tracks for the past 40 years, the local committee is now limiting riders to one track which runs at the bottom of the Ridges between Drift Road and Dell Road.  Cllr Veitch has received a petition signed by over 300 people from across the area, many of whom are non-riders.  Cllr Veitch spoke on behalf of these petitioners who were seeking support from the Parish Council in persuading the National Trust to reverse their decision.  Three councillors who are also members of the NT local committee put forward the views of the Trust and the reasons for the decision.  Cllr Veitch proposed the Parish Council vote on whether to oppose the NT ban, Cllr Cox seconded. Cllr Cockroft advised that he will arrange a meeting between Cllr Veitch and representatives of the horse riding community with the NT Local committee chairman to discuss a possible compromise.  The Parish Council finally AGREED that the matter would be put before the next Main Council meeting when the compromise solution could be discussed.  Cllr Veitch agreed to withdraw his proposal in the interim.  Cllr Cundy said this would give all councillors to investigate the issue thoroughly before the next meeting.
Fishers Copse, Drift Lane -  Cllr Weeks reported that this 33 acre area of woodland was for sale for an approximate cost of £150K.  It is an area of beech trees bordered by other protected areas and could be acquired by the Parish Council together with other interested bodies.  This could then be as a Nature Reserve and prove to be an extremely valuable asset for the local community.  Grants are available both for purchase and for future administrative and maintenance costs.  Cllr Weeks is willing to investigate the possibilities and progress to the next stage and proposed this action to the committee, seconded by Cllr Cundy and AGREED unanimously.
262/2004 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

Forthcoming Meetings list has been circulated 

The next Main Council Meeting would be on Wednesday 6th October at the California Ratepayers Hall
The meeting closed at 11.45 pm
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