FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 

THURSDAY 4TH NOVEMBER 2004 AT 8.00PM AT THE FINCHAMPSTEAD MEMORIAL HALL,  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:


Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, E Cox, Vice-Chairman

Cllrs Mrs L Vass, S Sach, P Hughes, Miss I Vaughan-Morgan,

Cllrs I Milne, S Weeks, G Markham, O A Vile, W Chapman,

Cllrs J Dewhurst, Dr I Hossack, Mrs C Driver (arr. 8.20pm)




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway




Jon Neville, Scouts Association




One member of the Press

328/2004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Cllr Mrs L Newcombe, G Veitch, G Cockroft

329/2004 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The Minutes were amended as follows:-

Cllrs Mrs Sach and Dr I Hossack’s names to be added to those present and Cllr J Dewhurst was not present at the meeting on 6th October

Min 261/2004 – Horse Riding on the Ridges – the correct name is Sheila (not Shirley) Easter

These amendments were made and the Minutes were signed as a true record of the meeting held on 6th October 2004.

330/2004 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

298/2004 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course – The Clerk received an update from WDC on 3rd November to say the Enforcement Officers are still monitoring the site and waiting Counsel’s advice.  The Parish Council AGREED that this situation continues to cause concern and Cllr Weeks offered to investigate further with WDC.  Cllr Cundy thanked him for this offer.

298/2004 – Youth Project –Cllr Mrs Driver contacted the contractor who has inspected the job and will carry out the necessary work shortly.

298/2004 – Notice boards –The Kiln Ride board – has now been vandalised.  The Clerk has requested Mr Breakspear to inspect and repair as necessary.

298/2004 – Disabled space at California Crossroads - The Clerk received an update from WDC on 3rd November to say the tubular rails are now in stock and work will be done soon.

298/2004 – The Finchampstead Newsletter – Not all present have yet received their copies via the WDC distributors and the Clerk is to report the omissions to WDC. The roads affected were Kiln Ride Extension, The Ridges and parts of Sandhurst Road and Nine Mile Ride. 

298/2004 – Horse riding on The Ridges

Cllr Veitch is unable to attend tonight’s meeting and sent a report on the meeting held on Wednesday 13th October 2004, copies of which have been distributed.  The meeting was attended by Cllrs Veitch and Chapman together with Peter Jourdan, The National Trust and Sheila Easter and Di Ashworth, representing the riders.  The NT presented a compromise to the riders’ representatives but this was declined as the riders believe a right to ride has been established over the last 40 years.  Mr Jourdan was sorry no compromise was reached and could now only refer the matter to the central NT authorities. 

The councillors fully discussed the issue and Cllr Dewhurst proposed that the FPC should not become involved in what is a private dispute between the two parties and therefore should not be an agenda item at this time.  This was seconded by Cllr Weeks and the matter put forward for vote – 8 supported the proposal, 1 against with 3 abstentions. 
299/2004 – Fleet Hill Postbox -  The Clerk has received 14 replies in total -7 votes for keeping box in current location, 5 for moving to central village location and 2 with comments only.  The matter will be discussed at the next Roads & Road Safety meeting.  
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301/2004-Flower Baskets –Cllr Mrs Driver has spoken to Mr Cresswell who is willing to continue watering the baskets and has approached the other shop owners at California for a volunteer to help him.  No-one has offered so far and Cllr Mrs Driver will appeal for help in the next Finchampstead Magazine issue and also publish the council’s appreciation for Mr Hawkins and Mr Cresswell’s help in the past.  It was AGREED that the council purchase a suitable pumped watering system to make the chore easier.

301/2004 - Finchampstead Society 8th October meeting 

The meeting was well attended by more than 150 people and was covered in both the Finchampstead Magazine and the Wokingham Times.  The WDC had mentioned that a Village Statement would help them but Cllr Dewhurst pointed out that he and Cllr Weeks have previously prepared a draft and the WDC will only accept documents that comply with quite severe limitations.  Any Statement must include the whole community views and these differ between North and South Wards and could be a lot work for perhaps little purpose.  It was AGREED that the Clerk write to the Finchampstead Society as being the best organisation, to see if they are willing to undertake the task.

331/2004 - PRESENTATION BY THE SCOUTS ASSOCIATION
Chairman Cundy closed the meeting at 8.30 pm to allow Mr Jon Neville, of the 1st Finchampstead Scout Group, to address the meeting.  Mr Neville distributed a handout to illustrate the Scouts’ plans to extend their facility at California Country Park and gave a short presentation to outline their future ambitions.  They have raised £20K plus towards the quoted estimated costs of £37K and are appealing to the Parish Council for financial help towards the project.  Following his presentation, he answered questions from the councillors.  Cllr Cundy thanked him and said that the council would discuss the item during the Financial Report to be given by Cllr Cox, and he could stay if he wished.  Mr Neville left and the meeting re-opened at 9.00 pm 

332/2004 – RIDES LEASE  

The Clerk has received a letter from Clifton Ingram, forwarding the latest proposal from WDC.  The WDC are proposing a further clause be inserted with regard to the ‘option to renew’ clause.  ‘The Landlord may at any time determine the Lease by giving no less than 12 months notice that:

a) It requires the whole or a substantial part of the leased area for redevelopment to provide a statutory service.

b) The Landlord will either (i) provide at its own expense a community facility elsewhere on or within the vicinity of the leased area or (ii) pay compensation to the Tenant equivalent to the market value of its leasehold interest including improvements’
The solicitor advised he would further clarify the WDC meaning of ‘statutory service’  but asks the Parish Council to consider this latest proposal and to meet and discuss an appropriate response.

The council discussed the proposal fully and AGREED that the new clause was totally unacceptable, the matter had gone on long enough and the Lease should be on the same terms as previously agreed.  It was further AGREED that the Chairman should meet the solicitor and instruct him to go back to the council with this decision. 
333/2004 – HOW TO MAKE MAIN COUNCIL MEETINGS CONCISE AND INFORMATIVE 

Cllr Cundy asked the members for their suggestions and these were discussed and AGREED as follows:

a) Committee Reports should be limited to specific points only, the Chairmen to raise points of interest since their last meeting that merited full council consideration or to answer questions from councillors on the published minutes.

b) Minutes should be posted to councillors rather than sent by email and distributed at least one week before the next Main Council meeting.

c) Other Reports – from meetings attended by councillors should be reported and a précis handed to the Clerk.

d) The Correspondence List to contain a brief summary of the correspondence being passed directly to Committees.
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334/2004 – MEMORIAL DAY SERVICE – 14th November 2004
The Clerk has asked JDB Contractors to mow the grass and Mr Long to clean the Memorial just prior to the weekend.  A wreath has been received from the Royal British Legion and Cllr Cox will lay the wreath on behalf of the Parish Council.  The Memorial Service will be on Sunday 14th November 2004 with participants meeting at the Memorial Hall from 2.30 pm to process to the Memorial for the service at 3.00pm.  All councillors are welcome to attend.

335/2004 – FUEL ALLOTMENT  

Cllr Mrs Hughes asked for all members of the Fuel Allotment committee to meet after the Main Council meeting to discuss the revised list of names.  Cllr Mrs Hughes also asked if any councillors were aware of any other person in the parish who should be included on the list.  Cllr Cox would ensure the necessary funds were ready for distribution at the next Main Council meeting on 1st December 2004.

336/2004 – REPORTS
PLANNING in Cllr Mrs Newcombe’s absence, Cllr Milne reported the committee met on 21st October and that the Minutes were distributed.  Cllr Weeks gave an update on the site at 23 Nine Mile Ride, that their rejected application for a gypsy caravan site has gone to appeal.  He explained that Enforcement Orders cannot be raised until a decision is reached and this is not expected until spring 2005.

FINANCE – Cllr Cox reported on the meeting held on Tuesday 12th October 2004 and referred the members to Appendix A which gave the current Bank Balances and List of Cheques to be approved.  

National Savings Account £56K – earning 3.4%

Halifax Asset Reserve Account £40K – earning 1.1%

Outstanding Loans  - 

a) California Association loan has been fully cleared with their last payment and a final statement issued.

b) Rides Association has paid the normal instalment of £1468.75 and the Finance Committee recommend reduction of an equal amount as in previous years.  The outstanding loan will then stand at £5900 allowing for VAT payment in January 2005, therefore, the repayments will take a further 4 years at this rate, or 2 years if the parish council match the sums repaid.
Parish Accounts to end September 2004 – the Finance Committee have reviewed all sections of the budgets and there is nothing exceptional except estimated underspend of £39K (corrected from -£19K) arising from mainly, the £20K Scouts loan, £12K Library project, £5K Roads.  The Budget of £126K would reduce to £87K leaving reserves at Year end up from £21K to £60K, reducing to £40K as normal if the Scouts loan is approved.

1st Finchampstead Scout Group – Loan – following the earlier presentation by Jon Neville, Cllr Cox reported the Finance Committee had agreed, with one abstention, that the funds are available and, subject to clarification of the costings, the sum of £20K be recommended as a loan.  The Main Council then fully discussed the loan in the light of the Scouts’ presentation and the recommendation of the Finance Committee.  The proposed loan of £20K would be similar to that granted to the California Ratepayers and Rides and under the same terms. i.e. repayable over 10 years and, if agreed, those amounts matched by the council and the loan reduced to £10K.  Opinion was divided among the councillors and concerns were raised on the Group’s ability to repay the sum.  It was finally AGREED that the Scouts should be invited to present a Business Plan to demonstrate their financial capabilities to sustain the loan.  This Plan should be presented to the Finance Committee and judged on its merits at their next meeting and then make their recommendation to the Main Council.
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Financial Regulations – have been reviewed, the Clerk has made the minor amendments and the document has been distributed.

Clerk’s Salary – the Clerk was asked to leave the meeting while this item was discussed.

BALC have advised all Parish councils of the new salary scales effective from 1st April 2004 and for the relevant band have risen from £20,469 to £21033.  This would mean the Clerk’s monthly salary would increase from £800  to £820 (2 ½ %) and the overtime hourly rate from £10.70 to £11.00 per hour.  Cllr Cox also advised that the 2005-06 rates have also been given at a 3% rise effective from April 2005, and the Spinal Point may need to be raised at that time.  It was AGREED that this raise be approved and back dated to 1st April 2004.  The Clerk then re-joined the meeting.

Container Library – the Finance committee have agreed to pay the weekly charge of £30 to the Rides Association to house the library.
Appendix A – List of Cheques for Approval  -  PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

Cllr Cox advised the Finance Committee will be meeting on Tuesday 18th January 2005 and as this was for the Precept 2005-06, the budgets from Amenities, Roads & Road Safety and Footpaths were required.

AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported the committee met on 19th  October and that the Minutes were distributed.  Since the meeting there were several updates:-

Container Library –  The new service opened on Wednesday 3rd November with Cllrs R Cundy, Mrs Driver, W Chapman, O A Vile, I Milne and the Clerk present.  Chris Hamilton, WDC and Mrs Stanton, the Library Assistant manned the library and The Wokingham Times sent a photographer.  Cllr Cundy had also spoken to the reporter so that the Parish Council can publicise this new amenity as joint initiative between the Parish Council with funding from the WDC Library Service.  It was AGREED that a banner should be purchased to advertise the library and Cllr Milne would investigate the costs with Herald Graphics.

Mobile Library – the vehicle now has difficulties in using the Averys Car Park and Cllr Vile has spoken to the California Association about having the library there on Tuesday mornings.  The Clerk has offered this solution to WDC but their Transport Dept is going to visit the site next Tuesday 9th November to see if the vehicle can continue to use this location.  The Library Service thanked the Clerk for this alternative but think the elderly people who use the facility on this day would then have to cross busy roads to access the California Ratepayers Hall.  Cllr Vile confirmed he has given a set of keys for the Hall to the librarian so that the rear car park gates can be opened.

Street Map –  Cllr Mrs Hughes and Mrs Driver are sourcing local companies to sell advertising space on the new Parish Map.  Cllr Mrs Hughes reported a lot of interest and would be following up to report to the next Amenities meeting. 

Children’s playground – FPMC – Cllr Markham reported the FPMC are still waiting for the quote for the gates.

Cllr Markham would like to thank Cllr Mrs Driver for writing articles for the Finchampstead Magazine as this was a good way to publicise the work of the Parish Council.

FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman had no meeting to report and the next meeting will be on 14th December 2004                                  
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY
 - Cllr Weeks had no meeting to report and the next meeting will be on 16th November 2004 
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RIDES – Cllr Mrs Vass reported that the Rides Association were still concerned about the disabled access and were getting quotes for the necessary work.  The Association have lost income from the Toddlers Group but there has been increased youth activity and a good number of fund raising ideas.

FPMC – Cllr Markham had no meeting to report and Cllr Vile asked Cllr Markham to raise the issue of the defective door closer at the next meeting.

YOUTH PROJECT – No meeting to report

ANY OTHER REPORTS   

Wokingham Volunteer Centre – Cllr Mrs Hughes attended the AGM on 7th October 2004 and reported that their funding for volunteers continues to be difficult.  They may be able to attract substantial funding from Volunteering England but this mean they would have to be a ‘stand alone’ service separate from other current involvements e.g. the Transport Scheme and Town Mobility Scheme. This would mean a total re-structure and not wholly desirable.

337/2004 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

· Receipts and letters of thanks from recent donations made by Parish Council – passed to Finance
· WDC – SEEDA (South East England Dev. Agency)  Small Rural Towns Programme – Seminar on 12 November 2004 at Shute End.  FPC meet criteria as possibly eligible for the funding available from SEEDA for projects – there will be a competitive bidding process.  – to Finance
· WDC email from Graham Ritchie, Planning, re settlement boundaries – to Planning
· WDC – seeking nominations for LEA Governors – vacancies at Gorse Ride Junior (2), NMR (1). Cllr Cundy asked the members to consider standing for the vacancies.

· WDC – Developing Community Strategy Public Meetings – Mon 8 November, 7pm at Finchampstead Memorial Hall – Cllrs Milne & Chapman will attend
· WDC – Winter Service Plan for Highways Maintenance 2004-05 – to R&RS
· WDC – Developing a Land Use Planning Stragegy -  to Planning
· WDC – LPS1 – Reviewing Settlement Boundaries – Comments extended to 10 December – to Planning
· Keep Mobile – Request for 2005-06 Parish Grant – to Finance
· Wokingham Job Support Centre  – Request for 2005-06 Parish Grant – to Finance
· SSAFA  – Request for 2005-06 Parish Grant – to Finance
· Marconi – Mobile Phone mast @ Wick Hill – to Planning.   Cllr Miss Vaughan-Morgan reported she has been approached by Vodafone for additional masts and will keep the FPC informed.

· Office of the Deputy PM – New Ethical Framework Regulations – in force from 4th Nov -noted
FOLDER CONTENTS – 4th November 2004  - Cllr Cundy reminded members that the folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

Invitations

1. Voluntary Sector Conference & WDVSF on Thurs 18 November, 12.00 to 3.00 - £3.00

2. Community Action West Berkshire – Tues 30 November, 10 – 3 ‘just drop in’ – no charge
3. Earley CResCent Community Assoc AGM – Tues 16 November, 5.00pm – no charge  - to Cllr Mrs Hughes

4. Finchampstead CofE Primary School – New School Hall opening – Thurs 25 Nov 2.15pm (2 representatives of Parish Council + Cllr G Cockroft

5. Wokingham District Cancer Care Trust AGM – Weds 17 Nov 8.00pm 

6. Wokingam Area Access Group – AGM Thur 18 Nov, 7.00pm 
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Thames Valley Crimestoppers – posters for Noticeboards

Community Voluntary Action – October Newsletter

CPRE – Countryside Voice – Autumn issue

Big Lottery fund

WDC – Contacting the Council – A-Z of Services

WDC – Agenda of Meeting of the Executive & Council – 14 Oct 2004  

WDC - Agenda – Council Exec Committee 3 November 2004

WDC – Minutes of Committee meetings 20 July to 27 Sept 2004

Keep Mobile leaflets – distributed for Noticeboards

Clerks & Councils Direct Newletter – pp 6-7 – ‘What the Disability Discrimination Act means’

Royal Berkshire Fire Authority – ‘Integrated Risk Management Plan Year 2’
Wokingham & District Health Walks Programme – distributed for Noticeboards

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME  - no public present

338/2004 - COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 

a) Cllr Dewhurst reported the Rectory Hill gutters are filled with dirt and debris despite WDC assurances the streets are cleaned regularly.  The Clerk to progress.
b) Cllr Mrs Hughes reported the ditches along The Ridges need clearing out and if any councillors see any offenders to take their car registration numbers  – The Clerk is to instruct Roger Long to do the clearance.

339/2004 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings has been circulated.

The next Main Council Meeting will be at 8.00pm on Wednesday 1st December 2004 at the California Ratepayers Hall, Finchampstead. 

The meeting closed at 10.39 pm
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