FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON WEDNESDAY 6TH OCTOBER 2004 AT 8.00PM AT THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL,  FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:

Cllrs R. Cundy, Chairman; E Cox, Vice-Chairman




Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L. Newcombe




Cllrs Miss I C C Vaughan-Morgan, G Veitch, I Milne, 

Cllrs S Weeks, O A Vile, W Chapman, J Dewhurst,




The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

296/2004 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

Cllrs S Weeks, G A Cockroft, J Dewhurst
297/2004 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
Cllr Cundy welcomed the new Councillors to the Parish Council and hopes they will enjoy their future involvement and are welcome to join any committees of particular interest.
The Minutes of the AGM on 2ND September 2004 were amended as follows:

Page 100: 256/2004 – the last sentence to read  ‘They were invited to stay for the remainder of the meeting, having signed the Acceptance of Office forms.’

Page 104: 261/2004 – Horse Riding on the Ridges  

a) Drift Road altered to ‘Drift Lane’

b) Word inserted – give all councillors ‘time’ to investigate
Cllr Cundy thanked the Clerk for the minutes as the 2nd September meeting had been a mammoth session.  The Minutes were then signed as a true record.

298/2004 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

258/2004 - Rides Lease – The Clerk emailed a reminder to Doug Patterson asking for an update but no response has been received.
258/2004 – Woodcray Manor Golf Course – The Clerk emailed a reminder to Doug Patterson asking for an update but not response has been received.  It was AGREED that the Parish Council will have to wait for the results of the forthcoming WDC meetings.
258/2004 – Youth Project – The work was inspected by Cllrs Cundy and Cox who decided that the work quoted for has been completed but, additional work is required to connect pipework to the drain and Cllr Mrs Driver will contact the contractor to get a quote for the necessary work.

Cllr Cundy reported that there has been water damage to the toilet ceilings but the Senior Football club are about to re-furbish the showers and this will be attended to at the same time.
258/2004 – Notice boards – the Dillons board was due to be re-installed last week – Cllr Mrs Driver will check. The Kiln Ride board has a rotten leg and this has been put on the contractor’s job list

258/2004 – Disabled space at California Crossroads

Dave Halley at WDC emailed the Clerk to say he is investigating – the Clerk is to progress.
258/2004 – The Finchampstead Newsletter – Cllr Milne had liaised with the printers and the Newsletter was printed and passed to the distributor by the 30th September deadline.  Copies will be distributed throughout the Parish over the next couple of weeks with the WDC newspaper.  Cllr Chapman was concerned that his contribution was altered prior to printing and asked if he should have been consulted.  The final draft had been passed by the Chairman and Cllr Cundy apologised for the oversight in not informing the contributors and this had been due to the lack of time.  It was AGREED that when the next publication was due, more thought and time would be allocated. Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Milne for all his efforts in greatly improving the Newsletter.
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261/2004 – Horse riding on The Ridges

An article appeared in the October issue of the Finchampstead Magazine written by Peter Jourdan, outlining the NT’s views and Cllr Mrs Driver also wrote about the matter in her article, asking that any views be passed to the Parish Council.
Cllr Veitch confirmed that a meeting has been arranged between himself, Peter Jourdan, NT, Mrs Shirley Easter (who had organised the petition) and Miss Diane Ashworth.  This will be held on Wednesday 13th October 2004, 7.30pm at his house.  Any councillors will be welcome to attend.
299/2004 – REPORTS
PLANNING – Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that there had been meetings on the 9th & 28th September and copies of the Minutes have been distributed.  Most applications were non-controversial but there had been a large public attendance on the 28th concerning 32 Barkham Ride.  The application is for 4 large 5 bedroomed houses and the committee agreed with the residents that the application should be opposed.  Our objections have been sent to the WDC and the committee hope the application will be rejected.
Three applications that needed response by 8th October were discussed just prior to the Main Council meeting – these will be fully minuted at the next Planning meeting on 21st October 2004.
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the applications for flats at 352 Finchampstead Road and the Ardwell House development have both been refused by WDC.  Cllr Cundy read out a letter received from Eric Davies thanking Cllr Mrs Newcombe and the Parish Council for all their efforts in opposing this development.  Cllr Cundy also thanked Cllr Mrs Newcombe for attending the necessary Development Control meetings to ensure this result.

FINANCE – Cllr Cox reported there had been no meeting since the last Main Council and would be meeting on Tuesday 12th October 2004.
Annual Audit for 2003-4 – has now been finally approved by UHY Hacker Young and, as expenditure was over £110K, the Parish Council are liable for higher audit fees - £650.00, as opposed to £300.00 for below £110K.

Footpath Warden John Alexander completed 1 year’s service on 30th June 2004 and the Footpaths Chairman recommends an annual increase of £100.00 to £1750.00 per annum to take effect from 1st July 2004.  AGREED unanimously.

1st Finch Scouts – have written to the Parish Council that their plans for the extension to the Scout Hut in California Country Park are now finalised.  They have enquired about the potential loan from the Parish Council, subject to agreement on payment terms etc.  The Clerk will contact Jon Neville to invite him to the Finance Meeting.
Bank Accounts:


National Savings Bank unchanged at   £56037.05


Halifax Cheque Account                       £61403.91

The second instalment of Precept monies of £48K has now been received.
Appendix A – Reference No: CHQ/SEP04 giving the current bank statements and list of cheques to be approved was distributed.    These included the usual administration and bills plus the annual S137 & School Donations.
PAYMENT OF ALL CHEQUES APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  

AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported that the next meeting will be on Tuesday 19th October but spoke about the outstanding issues.
Container Library – WDC have confirmed that the service will be on two days a week, 

Weds from 9.30 – 12.30 and Thurs from 2.00 – 7.00 .  Unfortunately, the clerk has received an email today saying that, due to electrical problems, the 13th October start date has been postponed.  Cllr Vile reported that when the electrical work was done at California Ratepayers Hall, the contractors had put in a plastic wiring box which was almost immediately vandalised – this will need to be replaced with a metal box.  
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The existing Mobile Library service will continue and the Clerk was asked to find out if the timetable can be increased.                                          

It was AGREED that the Parish Council need to advertise the new service to make sure it is a success and the Clerk is to find out the full facilities available.  Cllr Milne will laminate the Black & white A3 posters that Cllr Cundy can supply and he will also ask the Reprographics Dept at WDC for quotes.  Cllr Mrs Driver will write on this subject for the next issue of the Finchampstead Magazine.  
Street Map – the Amenities Committee met the representative of LAP but agreed that the offer from Codair was preferable – the 4 colour draft map was circulated and it was AGREED the new version is much better.  Cllr Milne was also investigating alternative costs from the printers who produced the Newsletter.  
FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman reported on the meeting held on 14th September 2004  - minutes of the meeting have been distributed. Mark Morris, the new PROW Officer from WDC attended the meeting and the committee hope he will be effective.  Cllr Chapman has received the new Centrewire catalogue and he has arranged with WDC to purchase a number of kissing gates which will be stocked at the contractors’ store.  We will be invoiced as and when we need supplies.
Bridleway 26 – Cllr Chapman confirmed that the overhanging tree has been cleared by the Warden.

RUPPS – information on the new classification as Restricted Byways has been circulated.

Marking & Numbering – Cllr Chapman had located the existing discs, retained by the previous warden, who has agreed to put them in position.

New Footpath – Stump Field – the landowner will be allowing access through the field from the Memorial to the Lower Sandhurst road along a tractor path of 7 metres wide which will follow the existing hedge lines.  The fields will mainly be used for cattle grazing and requires tractor access and other sections will be sown with Wild Bird Friendly mix of flora.  Although another footpath was welcome it was AGREED that it is a matter of concern that such a wide path was necessary and could possibly become an access route to any future development of Manor Park.  It was further AGREED that the Parish Council be alert to any further action.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY
 - Cllr Milne reported on the meeting held on 21st September 2004 and minutes of the meeting have been distributed.
Fleet Hill Post Box – the clerk sent out questionnaires to nearby residents (approx 35) and has so far received 9 replies – 5 vote for keeping box in current location, 4 for moving to central village location.  

Cllr Markham wished to put on record that he was not in agreement with the consultation as the facility is not for the nearby residents or the village as a whole, but for general public use and not a matter for the Parish Council.  
It was AGREED that whatever the outcome, the Parish Council will only be able to pass on comments to the Post Office and the matter will be discussed fully at the next Roads Meeting.
RIDES – Cllr Mrs Vass reported on the meeting held on 20th September 2004.  The Association is still concerned about the Disabled Access issue and confirmed that the free audit offered by WDC has been arranged.  The Social Club is in profit and well run by Christine Partridge.  The ‘Private Auction’ event is held every Monday and is popular.  The weekend lettings are down though Mon-Thurs is well booked.

The groundsmen are maintaining the grounds satisfactorily and the Football Club will be re-decorating the showers area.  Cllr Cundy reported that the glass disposal unit is badly used and there are often shards of glass left scattered around.
FPMC – Cllr Markham reported on the meeting held on 21st September – Hall income is down and expenditure up.  The bank reserves are down to £31K mainly due to the hall redecorating, the exterior is still to be done and there will be more expenditure due to the necessary refurbishment to the play area.  
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The Management committee will be appealing for funds and any proposal will be discussed at the Amenities Committee.
YOUTH PROJECT - Cllr Cundy attended the last meeting which was poorly attended.  The attendance is now up to 15 per week.  Although Mark Beach is enthusiastic more input is needed as there is currently a lack of ideas to increase interest and staffing remains a problem.

ANY OTHER REPORTS

DISTRICT/PARISH CONFERENCE – Cllr Cox attended the meeting with Cllr Milne and reported that it had covered eight parish resolutions.  Swallowfield submitted a resolution akin to Finchampstead’s that ‘WDC agreed that all villages should be limited to 30mph’ but no action to achieve this has been taken.  WDC replied that they are renewing its speed limit policy early in 2005 and these comments would be considered.

FPC resolution for a blanket 40mph limit outside the urban areas of the District was rejected as being against Dept of Transport guidelines and would lead to widespread disobedience. However, these comments will be considered in the review.

This will be discussed fully at the next Roads meeting and our argument developed to lobby relevant members of the 2005 Review body.

Other resolutions discussed:
The District/Parish Charter

Litter Picking

Election Costs

Section 106 Legal Agreements

Goods Vehicle Licenses

Cross Thames Bridge

Planning Applications

Public Rights of Way

Keep Mobile – 70% of funds to Readibus; 30% to Keep Mobile

Updates
1. The Licensing Law will change on 5th February 2005 from Magistrates Courts to the District Council. 

2. Anti Social Behaviour 

3. Mobile Phone Masts

Cllr Cox concluded that although nothing was achieved at this meeting, it had been a good forum and useful for updates.

CAMPAIGN AGAINST WASTE – Cllr Mrs Hughes reported on the meeting held on 27th September at WDC.  Peter Baveystock stated that there is a general improvement on graffiti in the district though problems need to be reported.  Charity organisations and schools will now receive the free removal service.
Recycling is up by 2% and more than a quarter of waste is now recycled.  Plastic re-cycling is problematical and unsuitable plastics need to be removed by hand.  Material is sent to Hartley Wintney, paper to Kent and cans and bottles to Milton Keynes.  Fridges can be taken to the tip or collected for £26.  

Landfill Directive came into force in July 2004 and next year the WEE Directive will mean that shops and manufacturers will be responsible for collection of old TVs, fridges etc.  

Garden waste will continue to be collected by manned vehicles, one sack per household.

Dumped cars - Currently, there is an amnesty and if a V5 form is completed, WDC will collect and dispose.

FPC Litter Warden – our employment of a Litter Warden was praised and other councils encouraged to follow.  Cllr Mrs Hughes reminded Peter Baveystock about the irregular collection of waste sacks and he promised to take action.

The next meeting will be in March 2005
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300/2004 CORRESPONDENCE LIST 

WDC – Code of Conduct re Freemasonry – copies in Cllrs Folders - noted
WDC – Gorse Ride Youth Club/Disability Discrimination Act – The Clerk to progress
WDC – Invitation to FPC Chairman to Civic Reception Friday 19th Nov at 7.30pm – Cllr Cundy to attend – The Clerk to RSVP
WDC – Outdoor Play Area – 1 day course on 7th October from 9.30 – 5.00 pm, cost £110 p.p. – arrived too late for action.  The Clerk to enquire about future dates.
Parish Council Finance Training – Saturday 16th October 10 – 1.30, High Wycombe – The Clerk to attend.  Cllr Mrs Sach was also invited to attend.
1st Finchampstead Scouts – letter requesting contribution towards their extension. -  to Finance
California Association
-  Container Library trial run - confirming acceptance of rental fee of £30 per week, payable by the FPC – to Finance
California Association – Invitation to AGM on 11th October 2004, 8.00pm – Cllr Chapman will attend
FPMC – reply to FPC regarding football practice area. – to Amenities
County Playing Fields Association – questionnaire – to Amenities
Wicksteed Leisure – Disability Discrimination Act/ relation to outdoor play areas.- to Amenities
Office of Deputy Prime Minister – Consultations on

1) draft code of conduct for local government employees

2) review of restrictions on the political activities of local authority employees.  

Cllr Cundy pointed out Section 2, Page 7 ‘any person……whose annual remuneration is or exceeds….currently £32127’ did not disallow that person to hold political office.  This point covers the confusion caused prior to the recent elections.  Cllr Mrs Vass confirmed that the Legal Officer at WDC has apologised that she had been originally mis-informed of the rules.
DEFRA – Clean Neighbourhoods – consultation on ways to deliver Cleaner, Safer, Greener Communities.  Full document available on 

www.defra.gov.uk/corporate/consult/clean-neighbourhood/index.htm - to Amenities 

Police Report – recent crime activity – Cllr Cundy reported one item concerning an incident involving a Finchampstead resident.
Victim Support, Berkshire – Invitation to AGM 21st October 2004, 7.15 pm – to Cllr Cox
Berks Assoc of Clubs for Young People – appeal for office accommodation for their Training & Development Team – The clerk to forward the email to the Rides Association
Mouchel Parkman – Safer Routes to School for Finchampstead Primary School.  Enclosing draft consultation document for FPC to approve the wording. – to Roads
32 Barkham Ride development - 7 copies of letters of objection sent to WDC by neighbouring residents - - Planning
Ardwell House development – letter from Eric Davies thanking Cllr Mrs Newcombe and FPC – copy to Cllr Mrs Newcombe
WDC  -  Review of Wokingham District Local Plan 2004 – ‘Developing a Land Use Vision for the 21st Century’ – copies of the questionnaire were circulated to be completed and returned to WDC
WDC – Corporate Assessment - copies of the questionnaire were circulated to be completed and returned to WDC

Sue Thomas email, one of the applicants for the councillor vacancies.  – It was AGREED that the applicant’s would be kept on file.
FPMC – Football practice area – their reply has been received to our letter sent in May 04.  The FPMC do not agree such provision is necessary and it was AGREED to pass the matter back to the Amenities Committee.  

As AGREED, items not necessary for discussion by the Council will be available during the meeting and then held in the Parish Office for one month.

-120-

FOLDER CONTENTS – 6TH OCTOBER 2004  

WDC – AUTUMN NEWSLETTER

WDC – HIGHWAYS BOARD AGENDA – 27.9.04

WDC – LICENSING COMMITTEE AGENDA – 4.10.04

WDC – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE AGENDA – 20.9.04

WDC – STANDARDS COMMITTEE AGENDA – 7.9.04

WDC – DISTRICT/PARISH CONFERENCE SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA – 23.9.04

WDC – GOODS VEHICLE OPERATOR LICENCE – Blackroft Farm, Farley Hill

WDC COUNTRYSIDE SERVICE 
– BIODIVERSITY NEWS


- WILDLIFE HERITAGE SITES IN BERKS

SEERA – ‘UPDATE OF THE SOUTH EAST PLAN

WOKINGHAM JOB SUPPORT CENTRE – LETTER FOR INFO

BIG LOTTERY FUND – BIG TIMES MAGAZINE

CPRE – FIELDWORK MAGAZINE

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME – no public present
301/2004 - COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 

Memorial Service – November 14th – The Clerk has contacted the Royal British Legion to arrange the wreath for the service.  It was AGREED the Memorial did not need cleaning but the Clerk is to ensure the grass is cut in time for the service.
Flower Baskets – Mr Hawkins, who supplied the baskets, and Mr Cresswell, who watered them have both resigned.  It was AGREED this service should be continued and although baskets can be obtained easily it is the ongoing watering that would be needed.  Cllr Mrs Driver agreed to ask the local shop owners if they can help.
98 Barkham Ride  - Several complaints have been received about the apparent car selling that occurs at this address.  The Clerk is to contact Richard Letting, the Enforcement Office for his action.

Finchampstead Society 8th October meeting – Cllr Markham reminded all councillors of this meeting.

Belmont Stores Post Box – Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that the box was full and Cllr Cundy believes it due to the changes in collection times.

Bus Shelter – outside California Hall  – It was AGREED that due to the paint damage an insurance claim be made and this will be discussed at the next Finance Meeting.
302/2004 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings list will be circulated.
The next Main Council Meeting will be on Thursday 4th November 2004 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead.
The meeting closed at 10.25pm
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