


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 8.00PM ON WEDNESDAY 7TH JANUARY 2004 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs C Driver (Chairman)



Cllrs R Cundy, I Milne, S Weeks,



G Markham, G Veitch, O A Vile,



W Chapman, J Dewhurst, A Jackson,



Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs P Hughes, 



Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, E Cox



The Clerk – Mrs C Cole



1 member of the public



1 member of the press

10/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Mrs S Jackson, Mrs L Vass and G Cockroft.

11/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Amendment was made to Min No.348/2003 under the Footpaths Committee report and agreed upon.  The Minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 4 December 2003, were then signed as a true record.

12/2004. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

Min No.347/2003 – Clerk’s Resignation

Cllr Driver reported that there had been around 40 enquiries regarding the post of the Clerk and 19 applications had been received.  A meeting of the Committee Chairmen will be held on the 8 January, in order to agree upon a shortlist of candidates.  Cllr Veitch enquired about the procedure to appoint a new Clerk and after discussion, it was agreed that Mrs Cole, the present Clerk assists in the shortlist selection.

Min No.347/2003 – Rides Leases

Still no report from the Parish Council’s solicitors.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on a course she had recently attended on Village Hall administration.  It was agreed that a letter should be sent to the Chief Executive, WDC with a copy to the Parish Council’s solicitor, regarding the delay in completion of these leases.

Min No.347/2003 – Jubilee Tree
It was confirmed that the tree had been planted.  A ceremony will be organised by the Amenities Committee to take place in the spring and will be advertised in the Parish Magazine in advance, welcoming all who wish to attend.  Discussion took place on the possible renovation of the commemorative stone.

Min No.347/2003 – District/Parish Conference 21 January 2004 

The Parish Council’s resolution has been included in the Conference agenda with a response which was read out.  The Clerk has not yet had a reply to an E Mail sent to District Cllr Charlesworth and Chris Hamilton of Libraries and Lifelong Learning, WDC and will therefore press for this.
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Min No.350/2003 – Parish Website and Broadband connection

The Parish Office has now been connected to Broadband with assistance from  Cllr Milne.  It was agreed that in time, the second phone line serving the fax machine could be disconnected and the fax could run from the main line.  Cllr Mrs Driver then presented Cllr Milne with a token of appreciation for the work he has done in setting up the new website and broadband connection.

13/2004. RATIFICATION OF RESOLUTION TO AMEND CLAUSE 7 OF THE CLERK’S CONTRACT OF EMPLOYMENT

Unanimous approval was given to ratify the resolution as follows with the deletion of the last three words:

Clause 7 - "The Clerk will be invited to join the LOCAL GOVERNMENT PENSION SCHEME called "The Royal County of Berkshire Pension Fund," to which the Parish Council will contribute as required by the Scheme. The scheme permits the Clerk to "opt out" of the scheme at any time." In order that we may join the scheme we must provide a statutory declaration as follows: "The Finchampstead Parish Council formally declares that it will offer membership of the Royal County of Berkshire Pension Fund to its Parish Clerk and to any Assistant Parish Clerks it may employ”. (in the future - deleted) 

14/2004. REPORTS

PLANNING
Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the meeting of this Committee held on 5 January 2004.  A letter has been sent to the Chief Executive to express the disappointment of the Parish Council that it has not been kept informed of developments at Woodcray Manor Golf Course.  The Clerk was asked to contact the Police with regard to the state of the roads from the lorries to and from the site.  The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 5 January 2004 were accepted by the Parish Council.

FINANCE

No meeting to report.  Cllr Cox reported that £15K is shortly being transferred to the Halifax Asset Reserve A/C and reserves should drop to around £50K for the forthcoming financial year.


STATEMENT OF ACCOUNT – END OF DECEMBER 2003

National Savings A/C




£59,801.38

Halifax Asset Reserve A/C



£10,824.58
Cheques not yet presented:

100795 SPISE



£    50.00
100813  3rd Finchampstead Guides
£    57.00

100833  California Assoc.

£  800.00
100834  FPMC


£  800.00






£1707.00

Cheques for Approval:

Mrs C Cole – Clerk’s salary



£  907.41

Mrs C Cole – Clerk’s travel



£    18.08

Petty Cash





£    45.81
Mr R Long – Litter Contractor


£  188.05
Southern Electric PLC – electricity to street lights
£    55.63 (VAT - £2.64)
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J and J Coles – Thursday Bus



£  134.00

Woodley Engineering Ltd – notice board cover
£    99.29 (VAT - £14.79)
Mrs C Driver – Chairman’s expenses


£  125.00
Inland Revenue – Clerk’s Tax and NI (backdated)
£1173.09
Wokingham District Council – Rides rent

£  337.50
Wokingham District Council – skips


£  314.00

Pudding Lane Nursery – supply of Jubilee Oak
£  175.55 (VAT - £26.15)
SLCC – annual subs




£    90.00

SEC – street lighting maintenance charges

£    41.41 (VAT - £6.17)
SEC – street lighting repairs



£    25.38 (VAT - £3.78)

BT – Broadband connection



£ 116.13 (VAT - £17.29)

BT – fax and phone lines, Parish Office

£   80.72 (VAT - £12.02)

Rides Field Maintenance – final payment 2003/4
£1136.11
Total:






£5063.16
The above cheques were APPROVED for payment.

Cllr Cox reminded members of their approval given at the last meeting to purchase a laptop computer for Villages Youth, in lieu of receipt of a grant from the District Council of £1K.  Cllr Cox sought retrospective approval to raise a cheque for a total sum of £1212 to purchase the laptop, with a net cost of £1031 upon refund of VAT.
AGREED.  A cheque for £1K has now been received from the District Council.
The Precept meeting of the Finance Committee is to be held on 13 January 2004 at 7.30pm.

AMENITIES

No meeting to report. Cllr Markham requested that a letter is sent to the Chief Executive, WDC in order to progress the Parish Council’s enquiries about the container library. Agreed. The Committee next meet on 17 February 2004.

FOOTPATHS

Cllr Chapman reported on the meeting of this Committee held on 9 December 2003.  The Minutes of this meeting were accepted by the Parish Council.  The Committee next meet on 24 February 2004.

ROADS AND ROAD SAFETY
Cllr Cundy reported on the meeting of this Committee held on 11 December 2003 when Cllr Milne was co-opted onto the Committee.  A letter has been received from the District Council confirming that spacings for repeater signs are included in the proposed 50MPH speed restrictions along the A321 Sandhurst Road.  An acknowledgement has been received of the Parish Council’s request to the District Council for the increased use of SIDs and VAS in the Parish and a meeting of the Highways Board on 16 December, agreed to place VAS temporarily at two sites near the Kiln Ride junction with Nine Mile Ride.  The Clerk was asked to respond to the quote for Hogwood Industrial Site signs at Wellingtonia roundabout, challenging the additional administration charge that has now been added and enquiring why the price has increased. A letter of response has now been received in respect of the Parish Council’s submitted list of proposed quiet lanes under a new Quiet Lanes Scheme.  The District Council is awaiting the outcome of Government trials for these schemes in order to issue guidance, so no scheme will as yet be progressed.  Cllr Cox pointed out that Quiet Lanes is a subject to be covered at the forthcoming District/Parish Conference. The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 11 December 2003 were accepted by the Parish Council. The Committee next meet on 25 February 2004.
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RIDES C A
No report.  

VILLAGES YOUTH

The Clerk informed members that the refurbishment of the Youth Room is nearly complete.  An E Mail has been received from Mark Beach thanking the Parish Council for processing the application for the laptop which includes an additional screen for more youngsters to use it.  It was agreed that Cllr Cox attends a press photo shoot and District Cllr Mrs Long is invited also, in respect of the purchase of the laptop.

FPMC

The Management Committee next meet on 14 January 2004.  Loss adjusters are currently investigating the damage to the wall of the Parish Office.

RISK ASSESSMENT

The Minutes of the last meeting of this sub-committee have now been circulated and noted.

FUEL ALLOTMENT

Delivery of the Fuel Allotment allocations went well with only two donations undelivered due to the recipients being untraceable.  Thank you letters from recipients were noted.
15/2004.  CORRESPONDENCE
FPMC – Agenda and previous minutes – 14 January 2004.
News from the Community Fund.  
WDC – Waste Watch Recycling Survey.

WDC – Revised Members’ Allowances Regulations – allowances for Parish Councillors. To the Finance Committee.
WDC – Bridleway 34 Public Path Extinguishment Order 2003 and Path Creation Agreement 2003 at Blencathra, The Ridges.

English Nature – Thames and Chiltern Team – Parish Plans and nature conservation (Video available)

St Mary’s and St John’s Church – thanks for the donation.

WDC – Agenda for District/Parish Conference on 21 January 2004.  Invitation for drinks with the Chairman at 6.45pm.
Part time Gardener and Handyman from Arborfield Parish Council offering services to this Parish Council. Noted.
WDC – Wellingtonia roundabout Direction signs – referred to Roads Committee.

WDC – Mobile Speed Indication Devices (SID) – referred to Roads Committee.

WDC – Quiet Lanes Scheme – referred to Roads Committee.

WDC – A321 Sandhurst Road – spacings for 50 MPH repeater signs.  Referred to Roads Committee.

WDC – Precepts and Council Tax 2004/2005 – request for Parish Precept – referred to Finance Committee.

Thames Valley Police – Update on Non Emergency Call Handling.

Letter from resident in Church Lane – comment on Jubilee Tree and Commemorative Stone and also library facilities in Finchampstead.  The Clerk to acknowledge.
Letter to Cllr Markham from the Editor of the Parish Magazine commenting on the Jubilee Tree.  The Clerk to acknowledge.

WDC – Various Bulletin Issues and Agendas etc.

Fuel Allotment – thank you letters.
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NO PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

16/2004. COUNCILLORS’ FORUM

Cllr Jackson proposed a vote of thanks to Cllr Mrs Driver for the refreshments provided to celebrate Christmas, after the December Main Council meeting.
193 Bus Service

Cllr Mrs Hughes commented that the new service was inadequate since users were now unable to reach the larger shopping areas in Camberley and Reading.  The service is funded for a limited time.  Cllr Vile reported the installation of a new bus stop post at California Ratepayers Hall which uses satellite navigation to inform passengers when the next bus is due.

17/2004. DATE OF NEXT MEETING 

Thursday 5th February 2004 at 8.00pm in the Finchampstead Memorial Hall.

The meeting closed at 9.40pm.
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