FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON THURSDAY 11th NOVEMBER 2004 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr I Milne, Vice Chairman, chairing the meeting


Cllrs Mrs C Driver; Mrs P Hughes; Mrs S Sach 



Cllrs G Veitch; O A Vile 

Cllr W Chapman (in attendance)

5 members of the public

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
339/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr Mrs L Newcombe
340/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 21st October 2004 were signed as a true record.

The meeting was closed at 8.05 pm to allow members of the public to address the meeting concerning their objections to the application received for 168 Nine Mile Ride – F/2004/3050 – Proposed change of use of forest land to hard-standing for turning of lorries.  Retrospective.
The committee advised that all the written objections should be sent to the WDC with copies to the Parish Council.  In particular, the concerns over the trees along the boundary with one of the neighbouring properties should be raised with Neil Etherington, Tree Officer.  The Meeting re-opened at 8.25 pm and the public were invited to stay for the rest of the meeting, if they wished.

The Committee discussed the application and AGREED to send the following comments to the WDC.

1. The map supplied with the application is dated 1967 and is inaccurate and therefore cannot be considered for this application.

2. The access for the intended extra vehicular traffic is inadequate and is potentially dangerous.

3. The applicant has not demonstrated a valid reason for change of use from agricultural use.

4. The proposal for running a business involving heavy traffic is out of keeping with the location.

5. The extra vehicular traffic would have an adverse effect on the Safer Routes to School initiative.

6. There are existing TPOs in operation for this land

7. Loss of amenity to neighbouring properties

8. The applicant has made several separate applications which ought to be considered together.

341/2004. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No.289/2004 Woodcray Manor Farm

Discussed at Main Council on 4th November – awaiting further developments.
Min No: 294/2004 – F/2004/2522 Nine Mile Ride, 23, land adjoining

There is to be an appeal made to WDC's refusal for planning permission. Still awaiting date.
Min No: 294/2004 – Unlawful car selling
259 Nine Mile Ride – Nothing at present – councillors will continue to monitor activity.

68 Barkham Ride – an enforcement order has been served, no further action for 21 days
-334-

WDC – Local Development Framework for Wokingham District
Cllr Milne attended the workshop on 11th November which was poorly attended with only 3 parishes represented, WDC planning personnel and developers.   The aim of the meeting was to gather information to prepare plans for beyond 2006 up to 2016.  It seems likely the WDC will have to accept lots more housing and needs to decide where best to put them.  In view of the increase of information and documents currently being issued by WDC (e.g. LDF; Community Strategy; Settlement Boundaries) the committee AGREED it would be very useful to ask WDC to explain them.  The Clerk is to invite Mr Jim Dunning to attend the next Planning Meeting to give an informal talk.
F/2004/2930 – 32 Barkham Ride – still no decision received from WDC

WDC – Review of Wokingham District Local Plan – the response deadline has been extended to early December and the committee AGREED to respond after the meeting with Mr Dunning.  Giles Cattermole, Sonning PC, has already responded to WDC and will be preparing a ‘generic’ statement for consideration by other Parish Councils.
342/2004. CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications were considered as at Appendix A.

343/2004. DECISIONS
Decisions were reported as at Appendix B.

344/2004. APPEALS

F/2004/2592 – 83 Kiln Ride – FPC had no objections, but refused by WDC 23.9.04
- no action required.
F/2004/0735 – 1 Radical Ride – FPC objection - Too close to the pathway and near a junction, Jan 04 and Refused by WDC.   APPEAL DISMISSED

345/2004. TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 
730/1995 – 1 Chivers Drive
301/1986 – 46 California Country Park

346/2004. CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

CORRESPONDENCE 
WDC – Developing a Land Use Strategy’ – another consultation document with questionnaire.  Cllr Milne will photocopy the questionnaire to circulate to committee members.  This document will also form part of the discussion with Mr Dunning.
WDC – Agenda of Dev Control Cttee – 10 November 2004 -noted

FORUM
Cllr Veitch asked if there has been any notification concerning a radio mast to be erected close to Nine Mile Ride School.  A letter from Marconi had been discussed at the Main Council meeting and it was AGREED that the Chairman will send a reply to Marconi.
347/2004. DATES OF NEXT MEETINGS - 
Wednesday 24th November 2004 

Thursday 16th December 2004

The meeting closed at  9.55pm
-335-
