FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON WEDNESDAY 29TH AUGUST 2007 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllrs Mrs Driver, Chairing the meeting

Cllrs Mrs Hughes, Roland Cundy, Roger Black, Wally Chapman


Cllrs Derek Moore, Gordon Veitch
288/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllr Mrs Newcombe, the Assistant Clerk
289/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the meeting held on 8th August were amended at 280/2007 to read ‘New building on Greenacres site – ‘fence’ should read ‘mobile home’ .  The Minutes were then signed as a true record of the meeting.

290/2007 - MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Greenacres site
Mr Smith, Enforcement Officer, WBC visited site and reports that the building appears to constitute permitted development and does not require planning permission.
280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Advertising for industrial units – Pineridge 

The Assistant Clerk reported the matter to Mr Keating on 8th August but no site visit has yet been made.

280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Thames Heath Basin
No further update
280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – New Mill Restaurant
As Planning permission has not been applied for, the Assistant Clerk to enquire when the marquee will be taken down and if the original complainants have been informed by WBC.

280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Planning Dept., WBC

Response received from Mark Cuppit, WBC.  The committee are still dissatisfied with the reply and the Clerk is requested to write formally to the Head of Planning, Ms Thwaites, to attend one of the parish council Planning meetings in the near future.

280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Gateway to the South

It was noted that the Wokingham Times reported recently that the Leader of WBC, Frank Browne, stated ‘the project would be re-thought as none of the six options is appropriate for the town’

A written response from Paul Turrell, Acting Chief Executive to Cllr Mrs Newcombe’s letter will be discussed at the next Main Council meeting.

280/2007 - Correspondence And Other Matters – Caravan Sites for Gypsies & Travellers
Provision of Caravan Sites – Cllr Mrs Driver completed the questionnaire and it has been returned.  It would appear that WBC will be expected to provide a further two-four pitches (one per family unit).
291/2007 - CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS/

As at Appendix A.  

292/2007 - DECISIONS

Decisions were reported as at Appendix B.
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293/2007 – APPEALS  - 
Appeal Decision – Lanes End, Nine Mile Ride - F/2006/9059
The Appeal is dismissed.  Main reason is the effect of the proposed development on the aim of protecting the countryside for its own sake and on the character and appearance of the surrounding area.
New Appeal – Summerleigh, Park Lane – F/2006/8021

Proposed stationing of mobile home. Retrospective.  FPC objected on the grounds of green wedge.  The Assistant Clerk will write to the Inspectorate by 17th September 2007 

294/2007 – TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

TPO 356/1988 - Fir Cottage Road
Consent refused to felling English Oak because the tree appears healthy and has no major problems.
TPO 861/1197 – Robison Crusoe Park

Consent granted to  T8 – Oak, remove epicormic shoots from main trunk. T12 – Oak Remove dead branches over property. T15 – Oak Remove epicormic shoots from main trunk. T16- Oak. Remove major deadwood from canopy of tree. T17 – Oak fell tree in terminal decline to ground level. T18 – Oak No works required.  Reinspect in 12 months time. G3 – Oak. Crown lift three trees to give 5.5 mtrs height clearance from ground. T27 – Oak. Remove epicormic shoots from main trunk.
TPO 1149/2006 – Woodpeckers, Lower Wokingham Road 

Permitted felling of 3 dying Silver Birch trees and one leaning oak tree.

TPO 819/1996 – WBC owned land, Nash Grove Lane

Consent granted to reduce two oak trees

295/2007 STREET NAMING AND NUMBERING - None
296/2007 - CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS

1. WBC – Planning Commitments for Housing at March 2007 available on website www.wokingham.gov.uk/environment/planning/news-and-information/housingmonitoring  – noted
2. WBC - Lambda Cottage – due for demolition as part of original planning permission granted for Old Orchard.  The Planning Department have taken legal advice in view of the length of time since the cottage remained standing.  The advice is that ‘injunctive action to secure compliance……is unlikely to be successful’ .  The Parish Council feel this is gross inattention by the WBC Planning Department the matter will be raised at next Main Council meeting.
3. Baptist Church application for proposed associated dwelling to the new Community Centre.  The church reluctantly withdrew its application on the planning department’s comment that it was unlikely to be successful.  The application will be re-considered to answer the criticism of the impact on the loss of open space.

4. WBC Planning Committee Agenda – 15th August 2007

5. WBC Planning Applications Lists

297/2007 DATES OF NEXT MEETING – 

Next meeting is on Wednesday 19th September 2007 at 8pm California Ratepayers Hall.  The meeting closed at pm.
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