FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 
7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 16th NOVEMBER 2006 
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman


Cllrs Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs C Driver, Mrs S Hall,


Cllrs W Chapman, E Cox, a Pearce, G Veitch.

Cllr Mrs Sach (arr. 7.40 pm); Cllr J Dewhurst (arr. 8.00pm)


Richard Ferguson and Louise Morris, WDC Youth Workers, WDC


The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
368/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs L Vass, J May, I Milne, S Weeks
369/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 19th October 2006 were signed as a true record.

370/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

338/2006 – Allotments – to be reported under Amenities
338/2006 – UKLI – SALE OF LAND

The Clerk reported an enquiry regarding the possibility of planning permission for the land in Finchampstead offered for sale by UKLI was referred to the WDC Planning Department and Cllr May.
338/2006 – Scouts Project
Cllr Markham reported that the Scouts group have decided that the joint project for a new building with the café in California Country Park has stalled and they are more likely to revert to the original plan for refurbishment of the current building.  They have no precise timings but are likely to require the £20K grant offered by the parish council last year.  The Village Club committee will meet in December for a further report from Jon Neville, 1st Finch Scouts 
338/2006 – Parish Newsletter

Chairmen of each committee are asked to submit their reports to the January Main Council in readiness for an edition to be published in Spring. 
338/2006 – District Parish Conference
The Clerk has not yet received the full minutes of the Conference.
340/2006 – Remembrance Sunday 12th November 2006
Cllr Cundy thanked all councillors who attended the even and reported that more than 200 people attended the service at the Memorial, including the new Headteacher of the Church of England school with two pupils.  The Royal British Legion supplied a wreath for the ceremony which was laid on behalf of the parish council by Cllr Cox.
341/2006 – New Community Facility, Gorse Ride North

The Clerk wrote to the Solicitor to instruct him to proceed with negotiations with WDC under Option 1 and copies of his letter to WDC have been distributed.
342/2006 – WDC Consultation on Closure Of Ryeish Green School

The Planning Committee will discuss this at their next meeting.
343/2006 – California Football Club 

To be reported under Finance
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371/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING – The Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd November have been distributed, and was chaired by the Vice Chairman, Cllr Mrs Driver.  The meeting was attended by several residents voicing their concerns about the application for illuminated signs outside the Londis store in Barkham Ride.  Cllr Mrs Driver advised that the matter was discussed at the previous planning meeting and the parish council’s objections to the application sent to WDC.  The Assistant Clerk also informed District Cllr Rob Stanton of the residents’ concerns.
The Enforcement Officer made a site visit to The Paddocks in Longwater Road(F/2006/8456) and informed the Clerk that the building conforms to the revised approved drawing.
FINANCE – Cllr Cox reported on the Finance meeting held on 25th October 2006
Rides Outstanding Loans
1 £860 inc. vat remains outstanding and is due for payment October 2007
2 The 2nd Loan for £4996 – first repayment due in December 2006 (£1K p.a. for 5 yrs)
Scouts Loan  £20K – the original scheme is being resurrected and the loan offer will be welcome next Spring.

Youth Activities – the invoice for the staff costs for the year 06-07, amounting to £2447 has been received and submitted for approval on this months cheque list.  It is proposed that a container be sited in Arnett Avenue for extra activities and the Youth Worker, Louise Morris is developing this scheme.

Parish Office –The Clerk has been told the Architects will contact the parish once the re-drawn plans are to hand.  The Parish Council will be expected to pay a commercial rent inclusive of heating, lighting etc.
Parish Accounts – the computerised package is in operation although some adjustments are required.  A local accountant who works with other parish councils will visit the office to work with the Clerk.  He will quote the council for undertaking the internal audit for 06-07 as the committee agreed this needs to be a more thorough exercise.
Statement of Accounts – the accounts will run close to budget but with under spending on the Scouts Loan, Youth Project and Election costs by year end it will be £30K under budget.  As the council took £35K from reserves, by year end the reserves will be down from £80K to £75K.
NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£70,652.35 earning 3.85%

£20000.00 to be transferred 
HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT
£ 74705.00 earning 2.03% 
Will reduce to £31K after the £20K transfer and Cheque List NOV/06
Cheque List – Appendix A NOV/06 - APPROVED
Financial Regulations – The final draft was discussed at the Finance meeting on 25th October 2006 and some minor changes recommended i.e. to raise the Clerk’s authority to spend up to £250.00 (from £100) for urgent work.  APPROVED by Main Council.
Standing Orders – MAIN AGENDA

Donations & Grants – was discussed at the last Finance meeting who recommend the Parish Council approve the policy that:-

A
Policy Guidelines

1. Requests from charitable groups and social bodies must be made on a Grant Application Form.

2. All requests must promote the well being of Finchampstead residents or the fabric of the parish.

3. Applications must state the amount required from the Parish, when required and give details of funds being raised elsewhere.

4. Requests will not be considered from individual Finchampstead residents but requests will be considered from sponsoring bodies.
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5. Requests will not be considered from bodies from other areas unless the service they provide significantly benefits the parish or its inhabitants.

6. Requests should be for the current or following financial year and are for single donations.  The Parish will not commit to continuing expenditure.

7. Requests for donations must fulfil the criteria laid down in Section 137 of the Local government Act of 1972.

APPROVED
B
School Grants will be given for the year 06-07 on the basis of £7 per pupil, based on figures given to the Clerk in September 2007 but with no reduction on last year’s grant.
APPROVED

C
New Grant Application Form will be sent to all organisations on the current Donations List and applications will be considered at the January meeting.

APPROVED

D
Eversley Sports Association/California Football Club – £1.4 million project.  The Finance Committee agreed the project meets the policy guidelines and recommend a one-off donation of £2000 to California Football Club towards the costs.

APPROVED

E
Fuel Allotment - Cllr Mrs Hughes requested £600 for distribution to the qualifying residents

APPROVED

Awards for All  - Cllr Cox reported that none of the committees’  proposals for the Award comply with the rules but proposed the parish council apply for new playground equipment for the new Baptist Church Community Centre.  It was AGREED this be discussed by the Amenities Committee at their next meeting.
The next Finance meeting will be on 31st January 2006 and Amenities, Roads and Footpaths Committees should submit their 07-08 budgets for the meeting.
AMENITIES – Next meeting Weds 29th November 2006
FOOTPATHS – Next meeting Tues 21st November 2006 
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Next meeting Tuesday 5th December 2006
CPRE – Cllr Dewhurst attended the AGM on 25 October 2006
372/2006 - OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – Cllr Markham’s report distributed
RIDES ASSOCIATION –  AGM on Monday 20th November 2006 
Multi Agency Group – 14th November 2006 
Cllr Mrs Driver attended the meeting and reported that the group are still working hard, especially Claire Denham, the Community Worker.  The house at 17 Billing Avenue still has restrictions that prevent its evening use.  Jim Gallagher gave a presentation of the revised plans for the new Centre to the group who are keen to see its success.
CPRE – Cllr Dewhurst attended the AGM on 25th October 2006
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Veteran Tree Project – Cllr G Veitch’s report distributed.  Cllr Veitch will be the parish co-ordinator and needs to recruit a group of volunteers to be trained to identify veteran trees and will write to the Finchampstead Society.  It was agreed that notices will be placed on the parish boards and Cllr Mrs Driver will write an article for the Finchampstead magazine.  The Footpaths Committee will oversee the project.

Clerk’s Report 
· Supplies of leaflets are being sourced so that the Welcome Packs can be assembled and stocks passed to the doctors’ surgeries.
· BALC – copies of 2nd Module of ‘Being a Good Councillor’ has been distributed

· BALC – Chairmanship Skills workshop, Weds 22 Nov, 6.30pm at Shinfield Village Hall – open to Committee Chair and Vice Chairs.
373/2006 – AREA YOUTH REPORT
Richard Ferguson and Louise Morris reported on the current activities underway with the youth in Finchampstead and, after a difficult period caused by lack of trained staff, the work is improving.  The My Life project is complete and there was an awards ceremony for the successful participants.  The new Community Centre will provide a room for the youth which will provide additional opportunities.  Cllr Cundy thanked Richard Ferguson and Louise Morris for attending the meeting and for all their hard work to involve the young people of Finchampstead and they can rely on the continued support of the parish council.
374/2006 – NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY – FUNDING CONSIDERATIONS

The Parish Council has powers under the Local Government Act 1972 and LGA 1976 to fund this facility by giving a grant to the Baptist Church to help with the costs involved.
Cllrs Cundy and Markham met Chris Hamilton, Head of the WDC Library Service to discuss the possibilities of funding the proposed library at the new Community Centre, which will be an extremely important benefit to Finchampstead residents.  It was AGREED to write to the District Councillors to gain their support in the parish council’s efforts to promote the library facility at the Centre.

The Council AGREED, that in principle, they will support the scheme for the Centre with a financial contribution.
375/2006 – STANDING ORDERS – PROPOSED AMENDMENTS

At the last Finance meeting amendments were approved with the exception of the wording for Para. 59.  Cllr Cundy proposes, seconded by Cllr Markham the wording
UNAUTHORISED

59.
No member of the Council shall in the name of

ACTIVITIES



or on behalf of the Council issue orders or write
letters unless authorised to do so by the Council.  If a councillor considers a matter to be of an urgent nature this should be referred to the Chairman or Vice-Chairman of the Council in the first instance.
APPROVED

376/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE
1. WDC – District Parish Conference – Additional Answer Sheet - noted
2. Wokingham Town Council – Alcohol Designation Order – to cover all its parks and skateboard area.  The Town Council advise that the District Council will have to consider ‘displacement’ of trouble to neighbouring areas and suggest this may be an opportunity for FPC to be involved in an overall AOD covering similar trouble spots. – noted
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3. Countryside Alliance – ‘Love Your Post Office’ campaign - noted
4. Wokingham District Voluntary Sector Forum – Conference ‘Love Your Neighbourhood’ Friday 24 November at CresCent Resource Centre- noted
5. SLCC – Conference for the Practitioner – Stoke on Trent 2/3rd March 2007 - £200.00 – the Clerk will request the Agenda and advise if would be beneficial to attend.
Correspondence passed to Committees

none
FOLDER CONTENTS – July 2006 – The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc
· Standards Board – Nov 2006

· NALC Newsletter
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME
377/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed and Main Council next meets on Thurs. 21st December 2006 at the California Ratepayers Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm

The meeting closed at 9.30 pm
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