FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 15th NOVEMBER 2007

AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE


PRESENT:
Cllr R Cundy, Chairman




Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Hughes, Mrs Sach, E Cox, W Chapman




Cllrs R Black, J May, K Mayne, A Pearce, G Veitch




Jim Gallagher, Baptist Church




Clerk – Mrs J Holloway
399/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs Newcombe, G Markham, I Milne, Simon Weeks.
400/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 18th October 2007 were amended on page 109 to show the Clerk’s apologies; on page 112 to amend 375/2007 to read ‘The Clerk to obtain forms for MBE Awards.  The minutes were then signed as a true record.  
401/2007- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

369/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

To be put on future agenda when Amenities, R&RS and Finance have completed their sections.
369/2007 – Newsletter
Has now been distributed and the Clerk has had several requests for packs or for maps and it was AGREED the publication was very readable. It was agreed that future issues include information on individual councillors. The Clerk has not yet received the invoice from WBC for the distribution charges.  
369/2007 – Averys Car Park – illegal parking

It has been reported to the council that the entry and exit points for the parking in front of the shops are being mis-used and the matter will be discussed at the Roads Committee meeting on 21st November 2007.
369/2007 – Finchampstead War Memorial 

The matter will be discussed at the Roads Committee meeting on 21st November 2007.
369/2007 - Remembrance Sunday 11th November 2007
The Councillors AGREED the service was very well attended with more than 200 people gathered including Scouts, Cubs and Girl Guides.  The four new PCSO Officers accompanied the procession and controlled the traffic so that the service could be carried out in peace and quiet.  The Clerk will write a letter to the Police to thank them for their efforts and it was agreed to invite the press for the 2008 service. 
369/2007 – ADOPTION OF AMENDED CODE OF CONDUCT

Cllr Cundy advised that one of the important points of the amended Code is the potential clash of interests and when the Clerk has obtained the training CD ‘The Code Uncovered’ this will be circulated and then retained by the Planning Committee.  
369/2007 – Flooding in Reading Road/Park Lane
Cllr Weeks is due to have a meeting with Mark Moon at WBC at the end of November and the Clerk will request a report.
369/2007 – Sandhurst Road – Dangerous trees

It was AGREED to keep up pressure on WBC to prune the overhanging trees and the matter will be discussed at the Roads Committee meeting on 21st November 2007.
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370/2007 – Co-Option For The Vacancy Of Parish Councillor

Cllr Cundy welcomed the newly co-opted councillor, Kevin Mayne, to the meeting.
374/2007- Local Area Agreement

Clerk to attend Clerk’s Conference on 29th November when this will be discussed

375/2007 – MBE Awards

Cllr Cundy advised the councillors the matter is kept secret from the proposed recipient and that a great deal of in depth knowledge is required to complete the forms – Cllr Mrs Driver will progress the matter on the council’s behalf.
Cllr Cundy closed the meeting at 7.50pm for the ADJOURNMENT to allow Jim Gallagher to address the members.  The meeting re-opened at 8.15pm.  

402/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – In the absence of Cllr Mrs Newcombe, the Vice Chairman of Planning, Cllr Mrs Driver reported that the minutes of the meeting on 31st October have been distributed.
· Inchcape sign still in situ and the Assistant Clerk to progress with WBC
· Cemex planning application (MIN/2007/2622 – WBC Officer Evan Keating) - was studied by Cllr Veitch who has circulated a précis report, broadly in favour, with a reservation concerning the continued use of the transport conveyor for a further period lasting some years.  Cllr Weeks’ email to the meeting advised asking for an extension on the date for response as he is trying to arrange a public meeting before WBC debate the issue. AGREED – the Clerk/Asst Clerk will email WBC.
· The Greyhound pub redevelopment – FPC broadly in favour but refused by WBC on the front structure to the building and the design of the side extension plus parking issues
· Park Lane, Meadowside – FPC objections on proposed erection of detached dwelling to replace mobile homes – removal of designated gypsy site was refused by WBC.

The committee also AGREED to recommend that the council purchase a projector and screen to view the planning applications more easily.  This equipment would also be useful to the council for other purposes and would cost approx £600.  It was AGREED by Main Council this can be purchased from the Parish Office Capital Expenditure budget.

Cllr Mrs Driver advised that Heather Thwaites, Head of Planning, WBC, will attend the next Planning Meeting on Thursday 22nd November 2007 to discuss several outstanding issues.

Local Area Agreement – the Planning meeting was preceded by a short meeting open to all councillors to discuss the FPC three top priorities and AGREED to be Social Care Services; Affordable Housing; Library.  Cllr Cundy thanked Cllr Mayne for the background information he had provided.
FINANCE – Cllr Mrs Sach reported that the Council will have to review total expenditure set aside for major projects as none appear to be progressing quickly so will not require the FPC funding during this financial year.  Additional applications have been received for considerable sums for the restoration of St James Church and for the total refurbishment of the Memorial Park play area equipment. This will be discussed in full at the January Precept meeting for a recommendation to be made to the following Main Council meeting in February 2008.
Cllr Mrs Sach advised that, following the October Council meeting, she spoke to the Assistant Clerk about the proposal to increase her number of contracted hours to 35 per month so that her regular overtime is regularised and also qualify for pension payments.  Cllr Mrs Sach proposed the Contract of Employment be amended to reflect this change and that it be back dated to 1st April 2007.  This was AGREED with the proviso that Mrs Kent is in agreement to also make her back payments, if not, the change to be effective from 1st November 2007.  
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Cllr Mrs Sach advised this will mean a slight overspend on this Cost Centre and that the committee will also study the new NALC pay scales at the Precept meeting.

Cllr Mrs Sach and the Clerk are investigating alternative bank accounts to get better interest rates and to enable Direct Debits for regular payments.
STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£98590.08 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£ 56755.11earning 1.85%
· CHEQUE LIST NOV/07 submitted for approval -  Cllr Mrs Sach noted that Amenities Committee proposed expenditure on a watering device and queried the cost.  Cllr Mrs Driver, Vice Chairman advised that the committee discussed this fully at their meeting when it was agreed it purchase on the basis it would last for a considerable time and prove cost effective.  The Cheque List NOV/07 was then APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES  - The minutes of the meeting held on 8th November have been distributed.  Cllr Mrs Driver, Vice Chairman, advised that the committee have asked Chris Buggy of the Countryside Service to attend the next meeting to discuss the level of financial assistance for the Paddling Pool 2007 season; the asbestos report from Harbron Ltd showed no immediate problems but the Clerk will obtain quotes for replacement for either the roof or for a new bus shelter.
The committee had set its budget for 2008-09 and the figures shown in the minutes will be submitted to the Finance Precept meeting.  Most cost centres remained the same but expenditure would be reduced on the Thursday bus, now run by Keep Mobile.  The committee also AGREED to increase expenditure on the Litter Warden whose rates of pay have not been raised for 2 years; the Skips/Refuse Vehicles; Keep Mobile annual grant; and an additional budget for the proposed Skate Park.  The total for 2008-09 will be £37800 (from £30800)
The committee also agreed to attend the 2008 Summer Village Fete and were investigating the possibility of holding a St George’s Day event, possibly on Saturday 26th April.

Cllr Mrs Hughes reported that an elderly Finchampstead resident will be 100 years old on 20th November 2007 and it was AGREED that Mrs Hughes purchase flowers and a card for the day (£25.00 agreed).

FOOTPATHS –  Cllr Chapman reported on matters arising since the last meeting.  
Footpath 9 – the owners of High Barn contacted the Clerk to query the apparent confusion on the letters received separately from the parish council (to move the fence back to the original boundary) and from WBC (any future fencing to be aligned with the boundary).  The Clerk explained that the parish wrote as the Custodian Trustees for the Memorial land rather than as the parish.  Cllr Chapman advised he and the Footpath Warden have tidied up the area and Cllr Chapman will also speak to Mr & Mrs Capes to advise them that the other matter should be addressed to the Sports Club and WBC as the planning authority.

Footpath 34 – Cllr Chapman will contact the resident who queried the anomaly on the Ordnance Survey map and the blocked section.
The next meeting will be held on Wednesday 28th November 2007 at 8pm.
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – next meeting 21st November 2007.  In the absence of Cllrs Milne and Weeks, Cllr Cundy advised the council of the three accidents reported at Reading Road/Park Lane/New Mill Road.  This matter is on the R&RS Agenda.  The Clerk reported a phone message from Julia Tredwell, WBC, concerning the emailed response from the Roads Committee on the Carolina Place Report and it was AGREED that the Clerk confirm the email is the parish council’s official response.  
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403/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – Cllr Markham’s notes on the meeting held on 7th November 2007 distributed
· The Association’s Insurance Assessor investigated the subsidence claim and it has been agreed between the insurance companies that the trees on FPMC land have not been the cause of the subsidence at Red House.

· FPMC request for finance to refurbish playground to be referred to Finance Precept

MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Cllr Black attended both meetings and reported that the Community House is now fully open and staffed but there is still a lack of local support.  
It was AGREED that Claire Denham does an excellent job for the area and the parish council support her efforts.  Cllr Mrs Hughes attended the recent Open Day and reported that most agencies were there but again a lack of residents showing interest is a matter of concern.
VILLAGE YOUTH REPORT – Louise Morris and the group will provide the Christmas Cards for the Fuel Allotment recipients.
FABNAG REPORT
Cllr Cundy reported that the AGM was very well attended, several councillors were present and the California Crossroads Road Safety petitioners.  The local population exceeds that of Woodley or Earley but is dominated by older age groups; 6% of the households are mobile homes; and there are high levels of wealth; good health coupled with low levels of crime.  Speeding and Litter are problems and it was AGREED that the Amenities committee will prioritise this issue at their next meeting to perhaps involve a Schools Litter Campaign and local shops
WOKINGHAM UNITED CHARITIES REPORT

Cllr Veitch recently attended his first meeting as the parish trustee.  The charity manage a block of 27 flats available for rent to residents from Wokingham Without, Finchampstead and Hurst and vacancies are advertised as they arise as no waiting list is held.
CAMPAIGN AGAINST WASTE

Cllr Mrs Hughes reported the members toured the new waste facility at Smallmead, Reading prior to the meeting.  Graffiti has reduced and advertising for scrap cars has proved successful.  Christmas collections will be made on the days following Christmas and Boxing Days.
CLERK’S REPORT

· 27th November 2007 – Clerk to attend WBC Induction Day.  This is also open to councillors and the Clerk will ask for dates early in 2008 for the Assistant Clerk and others to attend. 

· 29th November 2007 – Clerk to attend Clerk’s Conference 
404/2007 – BAPTIST NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE – PROGRESS REPORT

Jim Gallagher reported that the Football funding has been granted from Sport England; Children’s Centre government grant for WBC is still in place; and that the Community House application re-submitted to WBC for permission.  Cllr Cundy thanked Mr Gallagher for his attendance and confirmed the parish council’s continued support for the project and asked to be kept informed of developments.
405/2007 – SCHOOLS DONATIONS POLICY
Cllr Cundy advised that, following the discussion last month, the policy will be established at the January Finance Precept meeting and ratified by Main Council in February 2008.  Any councillor should pass their comments to the Finance Committee before 30th January 2008.  This will negate the necessity for further debate at the time of making the donations later in the year.
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406/2007 – FUEL ALLOTMENT
Cllr Mrs Hughes has prepared this year’s list of recipients and will be helped by Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Wally Chapman and Roger Black.  The Clerk will prepare the cards, to be signed by Cllr Cundy, and enclose 1 £10 note and 2 £5 notes in each envelope together with an address slip.  Also the Clerk to prepare FPC badges.
407/2007 – COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT – HOW PARISH COUNCILLORS CAN HELP

Cllr Cundy reiterated the importance for all councillors to be involved in outside organisations to be of service to the community.  At the moment there is a vacancy for a School Governor at Gorse Ride Infant School and any councillor wishing to be involved should contact the Head Teacher.  
Cllr Weeks requested that another parish councillor attend the FABNAG meetings which are held monthly on the 2nd Wednesday between 10 and noon.

Next year is Election Year and as some councillors have indicated they may retire, several vacancies will occur.  Cllr Mayne suggested that a ‘job description’ be prepared by outgoing councillors to inform others of the type of involvement required.  Cllr Cundy asked the members to prepare this information to be sent to the Clerk for distribution. 

408/2007 - Correspondence

1. St James Church – Invitation to all Cllrs to attend the Advent service 6pm Sunday 2nd December in the church.  A thankyou for the parish council’s contribution to the organ restoration fund.  – RSVPs to be passed to the Clerk
2. Voluntary Sector Forum Conference – invitation to meeting at Hurst Village Hall, 23rd November 2007 from 1.45pm - noted
3. WBC – Parish & Town Council Conference & Valuation  - to be circulated
4. Standards Board of England – request for confirmation of adoption of the new Code of Conduct – Clerk to reply
Correspondence passed to Committees

FINANCE

Grant Thank you letters

· CAB, MS Centre, Wokingham Job Support, Finchampstead CofE School, Royal British Legion, Gorse Ride Infant School, Salvation Army, Health Walks, F&B Relief in Sickness Fund, National Trust, Home Start, Wokingham Volunteer Centre, Finchampstead Baptist Church, St Mary & St John’s Church, Relate, Berkshire Blind Society, Crowthorne Choral Society

· New Grant Applications 


FPMC – Playground Equipment Renovation Project


Wokingham CAB – Office Move Costs
· NALC - New Pay Scales for Clerks & assistants

ROADS 

· WBC – Winter Service Plan

FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WBC – various agendas etc
409/2007 FORUM
The Wokingham Times have published the revised speed limit for The Ridges.
410/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 20 December, California Ratepayers Hall, at 7.30 pm. 
Cllr Cundy asked the councillors to invite their spouses for the refreshments to be served after the meeting. The meeting closed at 10 pm.
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