FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30 PM 

ON THURSDAY 19th OCTOBER 2006 

AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT: 

Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman

Cllrs Miss I Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs C Driver,

Cllrs Mrs L Vass, Mrs S Hall, W Chapman, G Veitch, S Weeks, E Cox, J May

Cllr J Dewhurst (arr. 8.00pm)

The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway



Sgt. Mike Cull, Thames Valley Police

The meeting commenced at 7.50 pm following a report from Sgt. Cull

336/2006 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Cllrs Mrs S Sach, I Milne, A Pearce.

337/2006 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 13TH July 2006 were signed as a true record.

338/2006 CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

304/2006 – Allotments
Cllrs Markham and Weeks continue to investigate the alternative sites and the matter will be discussed at the next Amenities Committee meeting Tuesday 21st November.

304/2006 – UKLI – SALE OF LAND

Cllr May reported no further activity in Finchampstead and he is visiting Greg Mulholland, MP, at Westminster to discuss the national issues.

305/2006 – Planning Committee Response to WDC Housing Proposals

Cllr Mrs Newcombe confirmed the Planning Committee discussed the proposals and their comments were submitted to WDC before the deadline.  Copies of the document were distributed to councillors by email.  Cllr Dewhurst reported the Wokingham branch of the Campaign for Rural England had written to the Head of Planning at WDC to record their opinion that WDC Land Use Strategy ignores correct procedures.  It was noted that other Authorities’ Strategies have been rejected by Planning Inspectors although they comply with Government policy.

305/2006 – Scouts Project

Jon Neville responded to the Clerk and reported that the Scouts are actively progressing their preferred option for the extension at the Café building in the Country Park.  Their next meeting with Chris Buggy at WDC is arranged for 30th October but funding is an issue and the Scouts group are unlikely to take up the £20K grant this financial year. Talks are also underway with the Baptist Church on the possibilities of using the New Community Facility.  

311/2006 – Parish Newsletter

The Editorial sub committee will set a date for their first meeting and report to the next Main Council meeting.

312/2006 – District Parish Conference

Cllr Markham advised the Clerk of the question to be submitted to the Conference – 

As no benefits accrue from the Conference, should the current forum be abandoned?   If the conference disagree with this premise, the benefits should be advised.
Cllr Cox reported that other parish councils have submitted similar questions and the whole matter has been referred to a working group who will report in due course.

The Clerk sent the Parish Council’s apologies being unable to send a representative to the conference as it clashes with tonight’s Main Council meeting.
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339/2006 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th October have not yet been distributed and Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported that the committee objected to these applications

Illuminated signs outside Londis Supermarket, Barkham Ride – Objections: out of keeping as too urban in residential area and detrimental to street scene.  Concerns over road safety, distraction to drivers and close to school bus pick up point.
451 Finchampstead Road – application to demolish one house and replace with two – Objections on grounds of being in Thames Basin Heath area.
Mrs Newcombe also reported the committee received a letter of apology from WDC for the misdirection of post during the summer recess.  The committee have also been advised that a Planning Contravention Notice has been served on Floodguard at Brunnings Farm.

Cllr Veitch asked if any progress has been made in resolving the planning restrictions imposed by the Thames Basin Heath as Rushmoor Council have taken legal action against English Heritage.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe confirmed that WDC hope the matter in Wokingham will be resolved by Spring 2007.

Cllr Cundy reported that the building work at The Paddocks in Longwater Road (F/2006/8456) now includes a roadway and that the concrete footprint appears to exceed that approved.  The Clerk will ask the Enforcement Officer to investigate.

FINANCE – Cllr Cox reported on outstanding items since the last meeting

Rides Outstanding Loans

1 Cheque for £1468.75 received at Parish Office, being the regular annual payment and asked the council for approval to provide a similar sum to reduce the total amount outstanding.  APPROVED.  The amount remaining is £339.45.

2 The 2nd Loan for £4996 – first repayment due in December 2006 (£1K p.a. for 5 yrs)

Parish Office – Sub committee met on 12th October 2006 to discuss minimal requirement of approx. 24 sq.m.  

Standing Orders – Cllrs Cox and Mrs Newcombe have prepared a draft revision document which will be discussed at the Finance meeting on 25th October 2006. 

Financial Regulations – were reviewed at the July meeting and Cllr Sach’s recommendations mainly agreed.  The final draft will be approved at the October meeting.

Annual Return – UHY Hacker Young have approved the 05-06 Return

Donations & Grants Policy – to be discussed at the next Finance meeting.

Statement of Accounts

NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT
£70,652.35 earning 3.85%

HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT
£82101.00 earning 2.03% 

(includes 2nd half of precept £48485.00)

Cheque List – Appendix A Oct06 - APPROVED, except for the cheques for MICE and the Rides Association.
AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported on current items:-

The Noticeboards are in production and will be delivered in December/January.  The flowering baskets continue to flourish in the mild weather and Cllr Cundy will take them down after the first frost.  The Clerk reported that the contractors have yet to submit their invoice for maintenance.
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FOOTPATHS – Cllr Weeks confirmed that the New Permissive Path across the Warren Farm field from Jubilee Road to Lower Sandhurst Road is now open to the public although dogs must be kept on a leash.  The path will remain in situ until at least 2014 as agreed between the landowners and Defra.

ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – Cllr Weeks reported on the minutes of the meeting held on September and highlighted the successes of the Speed Petition.  Although WDC had taken nearly a year to take action, speed limits will be reduced on Fleet Hill, Jubilee Road and The Ridges.  Reductions on Wellingtonia Avenue and Sandhurst Road will be discussed at the next Highways Consultative Board meeting in November.
The Averys Car Park lighting project is progressing and South East Contracting will re-quote for the work by taking the electricity supply from the school which will reduce the amount of groundwork significantly.

The Clerk reported a non injury accident on Rhododendron Corner earlier tonight which was reported to the police.

340/2006 - OTHER REPORTS  

FPMC – no meeting to report

RIDES ASSOCIATION – Neither Cllrs Mrs Vass nor R Cundy were available to go to the meeting on 16TH October.  
Multi Agency Group – Cllr Mrs Vass reported on the last meeting that their activities continue successfully.  A report from Beverley Thompson, Sports Development Manager at WDC was presented advising of the difficulties in identifying alternative footpball sites for use during the proposed rebuilding work at Gorse Ride North.

Campaign Against Waste – Cllr Mrs Hughes’ report is distributed 

Clerk’s Report 
· Fuel Allotment reminder – Cllr Mrs Hughes needs the list of names updated and ready in time for the next Main Council meeting in November.

· Steve Auton, WDC Highways will accompany the Clerk, Cllrs Chapman and Veitch to investigate the anomalies in road names on maps re  Wick Hill / Wick Hill Lane.  The visit will take place on Friday 20th October 2006

· The Welcome Packs have been printed and will need to be stored, the Clerk hopes to use  the FPMC cupboard in her office.

· Next Older Peoples Forum is 12th December 2-4pm at St Mary & St Johns

· Remembrance Sunday is on 12th November 2006 and the service will take place at 3.00pm and the Clerk will contact the Royal British Legion for a wreath.  Cllr Cox will lay the wreath on behalf of the parish council.

341/2006 – NEW COMMUNITY FACILITY, GORSE RIDE NORTH
To be discussed in Part 2 after the meeting has closed to the public.

342/2006 – WDC CONSULTATION ON CLOSURE OF RYEISH GREEN SCHOOL
Cllr Cundy has read the document and the matter is passed to the Planning Committee to prepare a response.

343/2006 – CALIFORNIA FOOTBALL CLUB 
The recent email from the Club was distributed prior to meeting and it was AGREED the matter be referred to the Finance Committee meeting on 25th October 2006.

344/2006 – CORRESPONDENCE

1. WDC – Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Wokingham District (copy passed to Planning)   Cllr Weeks advised that information from the Environment Agency is not always accurate.
2. WDC – Tree Report on Oaks along The Village verge – WDC will remove dead wood and raise canopies – copy passed to FPMC
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3. WDC – Borough Status for WDC – resolution passed and petition sent to Privy Council Office – The Clerk had passed the parish comments to WDC.
4. Resident’s concerns re overgrown neighbour’s garden – WDC advise they are not responsible for this alleyway as it is not a Public Right of Way.  The Clerk will advise the resident to contact the CAB.
5. BALC – Parish Councillor training – 4 modules by distance learning –  The Clerk will copy the papers and distribute to councillors.
6. Wokingham District Sports Council – Sports Personality of the Year Award -noted
7. Wokingham District Cancer Care Trust – AGM 1st November -noted
8. CPRE – W’ham branch – AGM 25th October @ 7.30pm -noted
9. 50+ conference – 19th October -noted
10. Wokingham Area Access Group – Thurs 16th November 06 @ WDC -noted
Correspondence passed to Committees

F&GP

· UHY Hacker Young – Audited Annual Return for 05-06 & Questionnaire

· Home Start Wokingham District – grant application

AMENITIES

· Allotment application letter 

· Harry Stebbing Order Acknowledgement

PLANNING

· CCB – Affordable Housing

FOLDER CONTENTS – July 2006 – The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor 

wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WDC – various agendas etc

· Berkshire Social Enterprise

· Wokingham Disability & Sensory Needs Partnership Board – Information, Technology and Equipment Event – Fri 27th October at the CresCent Centre, Lower Earley

· Wokingham Volunteer Centre – volunteering opportunities.

· Children & Young People’s Plan 2006-09

· Berkshire Communicator

ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

345/2006 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS

The Forthcoming Meetings List has been distributed –

Main Council next meet onThursday 16th November 2006 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead. 7.30pm

The meeting closed at 10.35 pm
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