FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD 
AT 7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 16th OCTOBER 2008
AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, THE VILLAGE, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE

PRESENT:
Cllr Roland Cundy, Chairman, Cllr Geoff Markham, Vice Chairman



Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs L Newcombe, Mrs N Jennings-Frisby,


Cllrs R Black, W Chapman, M Macey, K Mayne, A Pearce, 


Cllrs G Veitch, R Woof, S Bromley, I Gordon (left 9.00pm)
Mrs Jane Holloway, Clerk

400/2008 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - 
Cllrs E Cox, J May, S Weeks
401/2008 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

Prior to signing the minutes, Cllr Cundy addressed the members to rectify any misunderstanding that may have occurred at the September Main Council meeting with regard to his objections to the Planning Application for the Alpaca Stud Farm in Longwater Lane.  He apologized to the Planning Committee if they thought his criticisms were directed at the committee members and he wished to place on record his thanks for their work for the Parish Council.  Cllr Mrs Newcombe thanked the Chairman for his support of the committee.
The minutes of the Main Council meeting on 18th September 2008, were amended on page 116 to delete the sentence ‘Cllr Cundy expressed his disappointment that, in view of the close vote, the committee had not undertaken a site visit or, referred the matter to Main Council for a wider vote.’ The Minutes were then signed as a true record.  

402/2008- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

371/2008 – Memorials for Mollie Harle and Harry Long – 
Cllr Markham has permission from FPMC to identify two trees in the Memorial Park for these memorials and will obtain information for the relevant plaques.  The Amenities Committee will discuss the memorial trees and new benches at their next meeting on 26th November 2008.
371/2008 – California Country Park – Heritage Lottery Project

Cllr Markham will continue to monitor the progress of this project.
374/2008 – WBC Core Strategy

The Clerk has received a receipt of the Parish Council response from WBC

375/2008 – War Memorial – Report by Working Group
Proof approved by the Working Group and the Clerk has instructed AF Jones to proceed and for work to be completed for 7th November 2008.  Cllr Mrs Driver advised the members she met the contractor at the Memorial who confirmed to her that the work would be ready for the Remembrance Service.  Cllr Mrs Driver asked Rev Richard Warden to speak to the Hicks family to inform them of the time of the service.
376/2008 – Correspondence - Flooding Park Lane/Reading Road

The Clerk is waiting for the contact details from the Action Group.
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403/2008 – COMMITTEE REPORTS
PLANNING - Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the meeting held on 8th October 2008 (minutes to be distributed) and advised that Jeni Jackson, the Team Leader for the Southern Parishes is the point of contact at WBC, and had been contacted about several long-term unresolved enforcement issues logged with WBC.  She responded on 23rd September promising updates on the following within 10 working days, but no further information has been received:  
· Travis Perkins site, Park Lane - land clearing/fly tipping 
· Greenacres Farm, Nine Mile Ride – there is some confusion on whether permission has been allowed for either the Summerhouse or the Mobile Home and the Committee has requested sight of relevant documents and clarification. 
· Jovike, Lower Sandhurst Rd – WBC Enforcement have been planning a joint operation with the Police since July 
· 140 Barkham Ride - report on site visit awaited 

· Hogwood Meadows, Park Lane – site cleared and entrance way prepared but possibly no breach of planning regulations has occurred. 
The committee will continue to monitor these issues closely.

Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported on the Workshop on Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment she recently attended which had been informative, although not many local parish councils were represented.  It was generally agreed that Green Gaps are considered valuable but the Secretary of State has not accepted the advice from an independent panel, and the Parish Council have written to GOSE to object to his proposed deletion from the Wokingham Development Plan.
None of the applications on Appendix A were subject to any FPC objections or comments.  The WBC Planning Decisions on Appendix B were mostly in line with the FPC Planning Committee comments apart from Troodos, Gorse Ride North which Cllr Mayne queried and Cllr Mrs Newcombe agreed that the decision was at odds with refusals for similar applications.

 

The Committee will invite Jeni Jackson to the next meeting to explain the changes in Householder Permitted Development.

FINANCE - Cllr Markham reported to the Parish Council that, following the recent banking crisis, he ascertained that parish council accounts are not given the same protection offered to private individuals or to limited companies.  The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd October were distributed and the main points discussed.  The Clerk will amend the Master Minutes for the meeting to show the correct date – 2nd October 2008.
Audit 2008-09 – the committee AGREED to re-appoint Alan Harland as the council’s Internal Auditor for the current financial year.
Pension Scheme - RBWM (the Scheme body) advised the Parish Council to submit a Policy Statement and the final draft was agreed at the Finance Meeting.  Cllr Markham proposed and Cllr Cundy seconded, acceptance of the Policy and this was APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY.  The Clerk will send the document to the Fund Manager at RBWM.
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New Bank Account Signatories – Alliance & Leicester - Cllrs Roland Cundy, Geoff Markham, Mrs Newcombe and Mrs Driver have completed the Application and Verification Forms and all documentation is now ready for submission to the bank.  It was AGREED to mandate Cllr Markham as Finance Chairman to decide whether to move the account to the A&L after the Clerk has received confirmation of the current interest rates for both A&L and the Halifax.
Income & Expenditure Review 2008-09 – the Clerk has distributed the report for the first half year which shows that most budgets are in line with projected spend but that most of the donations and grants have yet to be made.  

Donations/Grants (2008-09 Section 137 limits based on £5.86 per elector, currently 9498)

The committee discussed the applications for donations received so far (Appx A) and the recommended amounts are shown on the spreadsheet.  Applications are still expected from the Air Ambulance Trust, SSAFA – Armed Forces Help and the National Trust and these will be considered at the next Finance Meeting.  Cllr Markham proposed the donations and grants – APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY
Cllr Woof asked what the schools used their grant for and Cllr Markham advised that this is used solely for extracurricular activities for pupils who give a presentation of their activities to the Annual Gathering.

St James Restoration Fund – the committee received the letter from the Fund Raising Committee which commits the expenditure of the FPC grant towards the cost of complying with the Disability Audit - Levelling the floors and improving Wheelchair access at entry and pew areas; electronic ‘loop’ system for hearing aid reception.  The committee AGREED to present the cheque to the Restoration Fund upon the start of work and closure of the church building.
Baptist Community Centre – to be reported at next Main Council meeting.
Standing Orders and Financial Regulations – Review – Cllr Mrs Newcombe and Cllr Markham are preparing draft revision documents.

Parish Office - New Computer System – Cllr Bromley has set up the new HP desktop system and new BT Broadband connection in the Parish Office and transferred all data with minimal problems.  The Clerk and Assistant are developing revised office procedures to handle the workload.  BT could also host the website, including 10 email addresses, at a cost of £5 per month, also to include Anti Spam filters

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£103009.01 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE (at 1st Oct 08)

· Includes 2nd half precept £48800


£  84201.20 earning 2.10%

· CHEQUE LIST – OCT/08



APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

Webfusion chq. Deleted -Cllr Bromley will investigate the possibility of BT hosting FPC website instead of Webfusion – monthly cost quoted at £4.99 plus vat.
Additional payment APPROVED for £65 to repair Office laptop

Next Finance Meeting on Weds 21st January 2009 – Memorial Hall, Finchampstead.
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AMENITIES – Cllr Markham reported on matters arising since the last meeting

Scrub removal – it was AGREED that Cllr Chapman ask the Footpath Warden to help the Working Party with the work.
Allotments – Cllr Markham reported that Derek Wiseman has now retired from Cemex, although still involved as a consultant, and he will get the name of the new contact from Cllr Weeks.  It was agreed to set up a Working Group to try and re-activate the project and Cllrs Mrs Driver, G Veitch and Cllr Markham will arrange a meeting.
Flowering Baskets - Cllr Cundy confirmed he has removed the baskets at California Crossroads
Next meeting is 8.00pm, Wednesday 26th November 2008

FOOTPATHS – Cllr Chapman reported on matters arising since the last meeting.
Wick Hill – new designation – Cllr Chapman has received an email from Rebecca Walkley who reports that there are still difficulties in resolving the issue with the local residents.  
Interpretative Panels – Ms Walkley will attend the next Footpaths meeting to discuss the approvals required to prepare artwork for the panels.
The next meeting is 8.00 pm Tuesday 2nd December 2008
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY Cllr Mayne thanked all those councilors who have helped with the SID sessions during the past few weeks, whose efforts were appreciated from local residents especially outside the Finchampstead School in The Village. 

Cllr Mayne also thanked the Clerk for her persistence in helping to resolve the off loading problems with the Co-op Area Manager for the store at California Crossroads.  Cllr Mrs Driver reported that the access area is not kept very tidy and looks an eyesore.

The next meeting is 7.30pm Tuesday 9th December 2008
404/2008 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – the minutes from the meeting held on 25th September are not yet available.
DISTRICT/PARISH CONFERENCE – 6TH OCTOBER 2008

Cllr Cundy and the Clerk attended the Conference and Cllr Cundy reported that the new format, which is an attempt to make the issues less parochial, is much better.  There were three ‘breakout’ sessions and Cllr Cundy attended the Youth and Mrs Holloway, the S106 sessions.  Cllr Cundy believes the time allowed for the sessions was inadequate and on the Closing Questionnaire suggested only one or two topics be addressed at future Conferences.  Mrs Holloway reported that there is still uncertainty on how S106 monies are allocated and will contact the WBC officer who assists Paul Turrell, the Deputy Executive Officer in this matter. WBC has appointed Parish Area Managers and Wendy Crosson-Smith represents the southern parishes.  It was agreed to invite her to the next Main Council meeting.
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FABNAG REPORT - Cllr Pearce reported on the AGM held on 13th October 2008 which was attended by about 50 residents with the Police Chief Inspector and Acting Inspectors present.  It was confirmed that Barkham are leaving this group to join Arborfield so a new Finchampstead group will be inaugurated to include a broader cross section and it is hoped to involve the school heads.  A question from the floor asked why there is not more lighting in Avery’s car park as there had been a recent fire in the litter bins.  The R&RS committee had previously determined that there was little support for more lights due to objections from neighbouring houses and the understanding that more lighting encouraged more night time activities in the car park.
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION - Minutes of the meeting held on 30th September 2008 distributed.
CAMPAIGN AGAINST WASTE - Cllr Veitch attended the last meeting as the new FPC representative and reported that the new facility at Reading (shared with Bracknell and Wokingham BCs), is almost complete with the installation of a Materials Conveyor Belt and the Bracknell BC facility is undergoing its improvements.  There will be an education programme for all schools to include all waste materials, including food waste which is regarded as a particular problem.  The next visit will be to the Waste to Power Incinerator at Colnbrook, due to be online in 2009.

CLERK’S REPORT

· At the Finance Committee it was agreed that Mrs Holloway and Cllrs Bromley and Markham will form an IT Working Group to continue the improvements and to develop the website.

· Standing Orders & Financial Regulations – Procedure for adoption of changes.  At Finance Meeting Cllr Mrs Newcombe was tasked with the review of Standing Orders and Cllr Markham the Financial Regulations.  Any cllr wishing to propose any amendments should be passed to them initially and these will first be listed on the December Main Council meeting Agenda but then carried forward for ratification at the January Main Council meeting.
Cllr Cundy closed the meeting at 9.10pm and re-opened the meeting at 9.20pm
405/2008 – NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE
Cllr Cundy reported that there continue to be difficulties with the final negotiations between the Baptist Church and WBC and District Cllrs Stanton and Weeks continue to liaise between the two parties.  The Clerk will write again to the Chief Executive to emphasise the Parish Council’s continued support.  The matter will be carried forward to the November Main Council meeting.

406/2008 – FINCHAMPSTEAD PARK MEMORIAL COMMITTEE – PLAYGROUND REFURBISHMENT

FPMC received three revised quotations for the project and had agreed to accept the quotation from Fawns as providing the best value for money and better design for the playground.  £5000 was originally set aside in this year’s Precept in anticipation of the overall cost of £15K project and although the FPMC have sufficient reserves, the members AGREED UNANIMOUSLY to support the project with a £5000 Donation.  The Chairman and Treasurer will be invited to accept the cheque at the next Main Council meeting.
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407/2008 – CORRESPONDENCE & FORUM

Correspondence 
1. CPRE – Invitation to Basildon Park – 26th November 2008 - Lunch & Talk @ £32 per head – passed to Cllr Mrs Newcombe
2. Blackwater Valley Countryside Partnership – AGM Thursday 6th November 9.45 am at Sandhurst Town Council Offices plus tour of the Park, close of meeting 6.00pm – Cllrs Chapman and Veitch will attend.
3. WBC – Bus Service Changes – 122 & 144 from 27th October 2008 – new Travel Guides to be issued and available from the Transport Unit at Shute End from 17th October 2008 – pass to Amenities
4. Age Concern – email received from Jo Mason, newly appointed Senior Worker for Finchampstead & Arborfield – invite her to attend December Main Council
5. BALC AGM – Saturday 8th November 10.30 – 12.30 Peter Gooch Room, The Pavilion, Englefield Road, Theale 
6. BALC – Training Workshop – Thursday 13th November – Chairmanship – experienced cllrs, existing Chairmen and Vice Chairs
7. WBC – Weds 29th October – Committee Room 1 to be re-named David Hicks Room 
8. WBC – Area Manager 1 – Wendy Crosson Smith, involvement with Parishes – invite to November MC; R&RS re S106 monies.
9. Land Registry – Completion of Registration AP1 returned – this will be passed to Clifton Ingram for safe keeping and a copy kept a the Parish Office
10. Zurich Insurance – change to company structure – passed to Cllr Markham
11. Dept of Communities & Local Govt – Consultation on Byelaws – passed to Cllr Cundy
FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.
Forum
· Cllr Chapman reminded the members that the Fuel Allotment Working Group need new members and Cllrs Mrs Driver, Mrs Jennings-Frisby, Roger Black, Steve Bromley agreed to join.  This will be put on the November MC agenda.
· Cllr Mrs Driver advised that the Remembrance Day Service is on Sunday November 9th at 3pm at the War Memorial.  All arrangements are handled by the Scouts and the church.

· Cllr Bromley thanked the R&RS committee for their efforts with WBC to install the pavement ramps for disabled access at the shops by California Crossroads.

· Cllr Mrs Jennings-Frisby reported a complaint from a resident on the poor state of the footpath and the overhanging trees, from Inchcape Garage towards the double mini roundabouts.  The Clerk has reported the matter to WBC but the resident was advised to also report direct and to include the exact location of the trees in question.
ADJOURNMENT FOR PUBLIC QUESTIONS

407/2008 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 20th November 2008 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm.  

Meeting closed at  9.50 pm.
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