FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF MEETING OF THE FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT

7.30 PM ON THURSDAY 18TH OCTOBER 2007

AT THE MEMORIAL HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKSHIRE


PRESENT:
Cllrs R Cundy, Chairman, G Markham, Vice Chairman




Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes, Mrs L Newcombe



Cllrs Miss Vaughan-Morgan, Mrs S Sach, W Chapman,




Cllrs E Cox, R Black, A Pearce, G Veitch, S Weeks,




Cllrs J May, I Milne, D Moore, 




Assistant Clerk Mrs A Kent



Mr S Bromley & Mr K Mayne, candidates for the councillor vacancy
367/2007 - APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

none received
368/2007 - MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the Main Council meeting held on 20TH September 2007 were amended on page 97, 331/2007 Committee Reports “Orchard House” was changed to “Old Orchard”; on page 100, 337/2007 Forum, the last sentence “It was agreed to write and thank the organisers for their generous gift” was deleted, and the previous sentence was amended to read “Cllr Mrs Hughes was to approach Wokingham Lions who distribute gifts at Christmas and we will ask them to donate 30 to be distributed within the parish’.  The minutes were then signed as a true record.  
369/2007- CHAIRMAN’S REPORT ON THE MINUTES

329/2007 – NEW COMMUNITY CENTRE UPDATE – Jim Gallagher, Baptist Church

The Clerk has not yet received a response to the letter sent to Paul Turrel expressing the disappointment on the lack of progress with the project.

330/2007 – FIVE YEAR PLAN 2007

To be put on future agenda when Amenities, R&RS and Finance have completed their sections.

330/2007 – Newsletter
The Clerk sent the draft newsletter to the printers, Herald Graphics who will prepare a draft proof for approval before print.  Delivery due to Karen Jordan at WBC by 26 October. Action – copy to be circulated to PCs before distribution to residents.
330/2007 – Averys Car Park – illegal parking

Cllr Weeks reported that 2 notices had been issued, however with only 3 car park attendants in the Wokingham & Woodley area, constant monitoring would not be possible.
330/2007 – Wokingham United Charities Trust

Cllr Veitch will attend the next Trust meeting and report to the following Main Council meeting.

331/2007 – Lambda Cottage
Letter has been drafted awaiting confirmation that it is in countryside, which was confirmed by Cllr Newcombe.
333/2007 – FINCHAMPSTEAD WAR MEMORIAL 

Cllr Milne reported on the working group meeting held on Mon 15th October.  The group will report on ways to improve the view from the memorial and a survey will be conducted to assess different methods to improve road safety.  Action – Cllr Weeks will liaise with Mark Moon WBC to close roads around the memorial on Remembrance Sunday from 2.20-3.30pm.
334/2007 – Allotments – Cemex Offer Of Site Following Completion Of Gravel Extraction
Cllr Markham and the Clerk have arranged an initial meeting with Yateley TC to discuss the project. No date has been arranged yet.
335/2007 – ADOPTION OF AMENDED CODE OF CONDUCT

The Clerk informed WBC that the parish council adopted the amended Code and all the town/parish councils will have to contribute to the cost of WBC advertising in the press.  
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Cllr Cundy attended a briefing at Shute End and advised councillors on the necessary care to be taken on potential conflict of interests.  The Clerk will purchase a training CD ‘The Code Uncovered’ at a cost of £38 from the Standards Board for England and this will be circulated and retained for the Planning Committee.
336/2007 – Flooding in Reading Road/Park Lane
Peter Stuart at WBC advised the Clerk that matters are in hand and the residents are being kept informed of developments.  Action – Follow up in one month’s time.
337/2007 – Sandhurst Road – Dangerous trees

Cllr Cox briefed the members on the concerns of these trees and the Clerk will progress matters with WBC
370/2007 – CO-OPTION FOR THE VACANCY OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

The two candidates, Kevin Mayne and Steve Bromley gave short presentations who then voted on the vacancy and Kevin Mayne was co-opted into the Parish Council.  Cllr Cundy thanked both candidates for their presentations, and suggested that Mr Bromley apply again when the next vacancy occurred. 
371/2007 – COMMITTEE REPORTS

PLANNING – The last  meeting was held on 11th October. Cllr Mrs Newcombe reported:
Appeal decision on F/2005/6448 61-67 Kiln Ride, the development proposed is the demolition of 3 dwellings and workshops and the construction of 14 dwellings with garages and parking. The appeal has been allowed and planning permission granted subject to conditions.

The planning committee objected to applications, number F/2007/2362 Greenacres on Lower Sandhurst Rd, and F/2007/2051 The Greyhound, Longwater Rd. The planning committee did not object to application F/2007/2422 Finchampstead Baptist Church, The Village.
FINANCE – Met on Wednesday 10th October and the Minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Mrs Sach reported that, a proposal for a donation of 15K to St James Church fund would be put forward to the January 2008 Precept meeting for a decision.  The proposal to increase the number of contracted hours per month for Assistant will be put to November main council meeting.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS

· NATIONAL SAVINGS ACCOUNT


£98590.08 earning 4.9%

· HALIFAX ASSET RESERVE ACCOUNT

£73678.95 earning 1.85%
· Includes 2nd half precept £48.5K

· CHEQUE LIST OCT/07 submitted for approval - APPROVED UNANIMOUSLY

AMENITIES  - Cllr Markham reported that welcome packs will be available at Cedar House and Finchampstead Surgery. A meeting to discuss the allotments will take place with Yateley TC.  Cllr Weeks advised that putting allotments in countryside locations was a sensitive issue and by combining it with another party, and having more allotments on a site of around 5 acres would make it more difficult to pass through planning. 
FOOTPATHS – last met on 27th September and the minutes have been distributed.  Cllr Chapman reported on matters arising since the last meeting. Bridleway 11 – the landowner complained to FPC about hedge cutting carried out by WBC contractors who left debris on the ground which could be a hazard. Erosion of footpath 17a, Blackwater Valley Country Park has requested financial assistance with the repair costs of £500. The committee agreed to donate £500. Next meeting will be held on Monday November 26th
ROADS & ROAD SAFETY – next meeting 21st November 2007.  Cllr Milne reported that speed limits of 50mph are close to being finalised on Wellingtonia Ave. The members AGREED that insurance for speed gun users should be on the agenda for the next meeting of the Roads & Road Safety Committee.
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372/2007 – OTHER REPORTS

FPMC – no meeting to report
MULTI AGENCY GROUP & GORSE RIDE RESIDENTS ASSOCIATION 
Apologies given that no parish councillor was able to attend the last meeting.  Cllr Weeks reported there had been much vandalism at Gorse Ride Community centre e.g. all CCTV equipment had been stolen and a 6” fence erected around the building had been vandalised.  A more secure 8’ high will now be erected at a cost of 10K and the parish council expressed their concern.  The matter will also be discussed at the Finchampstead & Barkham Neighbourhood Action Group AGM to be on 24th Oct at 7.30pm in the California Ratepayers Hall.
VILLAGE YOUTH REPORT

Louise Morris advised the councillors on current activities with the young people in Finchampstead.
· Oakwood Farm Project - Since September the youth workers have been taking a group of male young people aged 12-14 to Oakwood Farm to develop teambuilding skills and to work intensively with them focusing on their behaviour.
· A group of young people from Finchampstead have signed up to join the Africa 08 project which will be looking at both British and African cultures and will conclude in a visit to Cape Town, South Africa.
· The youth workers are working with the community development worker and the GRRA to put on activities over Halloween evening to enable the young people to participate in positive activities.
· The skate park petition led to discussions on the possibility of having a skate park in Finchampstead and Louise will obtain more information to pass to FPC. 

3RD FINCHAMPSTEAD GUIDES – TRIP TO BRAZIL
Ann Stainton, representing the Guides, thanked the parish council for the donation, and gave a short talk on the aims of the trip which included visits to the Amazon and remote villages.  The Clerk will invite the Group to next year’s Annual Gathering to display their material.
WDALC AGM – 27 September 2007
Cllr Cox represented the parish council at the AGM which was only attended by six of the borough’s parishes and as four other parishes are not members, WDALC remains ineffective.  The liaison with BALC in Buckinghamshire, who provide primary guidance to parishes, is under review as it is not satisfactory and the annual subscription to BALC of £1500 is hard to justify.  Cllr Cox recommends pro active efforts to improve communications and to make WDALC/BALC more relevant.

CLERK’S REPORT

Annual Gathering – The Clerk has confirmed with St James Church Centre that the Annual Gathering will be held there on Wednesday 26th March – the hall will be available from 7 pm.

Bus Shelter – Harbron UK Ltd have taken samples and the report will be submitted.
Bench/Memorial – John Fruin will fix on Sat 20th October 2007

Fuel allotment – The Clerk is checking for names with GRRA, Churches and Meals on Wheels.
373/2007 – DONATIONS TO SCHOOLS, HALLS, CHURCHES AND CHARITABLE ORGANISATIONS
1. The list of donations approved at the Finance meeting on 10th October was distributed and Cllr Mrs Sach sought Main Council approval for the expenditure which is within the 2007-08 budgets. The Council discussed the details of proposed donations to the schools but agreed with the recommendation. Approved Unanimously.
2. £2400, half the costs towards the installation of a new boiler at California Ratepayers Hall was Approved Unanimously.

3. Cheque list October 07 submitted for approval - Approved Unanimously.
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374/2007 - Correspondence

· WBC – Sports Personality of the Year Awards 2007 – Friday 23 November 2007 at 7.30pm.  Invitation to attend.
· DEFRA
 - Ways to Tackle Climate Change – how Parish Councils can play a substantial role to combat and mitigate climate change http://defra/environment/climatechange/uk/publicsector/index.htm )

· Email sent to Cllrs Cundy regarding the Local Area Agreement for the Wokingham Borough Strategic Partnership which indicates some community funding may be available.  Action – Ask for an extension to the next MC meeting, and circulate the email to PC for suggestions.
Correspondence passed to Committees

NONE 
FOLDER CONTENTS - The folder is available from 7.30 pm on the night of the meeting and will be held in the Parish Office for the month following.  If any councillor wishes to take an item, please advise the Clerk.

· WBC – various agendas etc
· CCB Rural Team personnel

· St James Church – community work

· Town & Parish Standard – September newsletter

375/2007 FORUM
· Clerk to obtain forms for MBE Awards as the Parish Council would like to nominate Chris Francis from Girl Guides.

· Allotment money and Xmas cards to be ready for distribution at MC meeting in November.

376/2007 – DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS
Main Council next meets on Thursday 15 November 2007 at the Memorial Hall, Finchampstead at 7.30 pm. 
The meeting closed at 10.30  pm.
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