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A Welcome from the Chairman

The Parish Council has enjoyed anather busy year and it’s hard to befieve that 12 months has
passed since our last Newsletter, We are quite a sizeable Parish with 17 councillors representing
the North and South wards of the Parish and we meet every month, except August at Main
Council meetings held an the first Wednesday or Thursday of the month (¢heck our notice
‘boards for details), althaugh much of aur work is carried aut by Committees. Youwill find full
accourts of their activites in the Newsletter, but perhaps | could highlight a fow of the projects
with which we are curently invalved:

- Appointmant of  Litter Waden
- FnancialSupport rthe Padling Pool s Caliomia Courtry Pk
“Bossble beatonafa hray intle Parsh

- Fnancial elp rtheyondh project a The Rides

Plating of o bt sk the Queen's Golden Fibiles

i e Parich Comeil Wabsite

“Exploring ways 1 enforce sped liats omz0ads lvughont the Paridh

As atruly Iocal end non-political Council, we are well placed to reflect lacal concerns and opin-
ions and we welcome parishioners a our meetings, so why not come along and see what we do?
Pasish Counci elec-

Parish Council -

Finance Committee
Every Jansary the Finance Comnittee set the Parsh Budget which
forms pat of the Council Tax paid by all house owners. Forthis cusrent
yeas, the budget was set at a record level of £110,325. This arose fiom
ses exceptionl grants for S James’s Bell Tavwer, for the new C of E
Schaol Hal, an for new flaoring forthe Califorsia Hall. By using inter-
e Q- | <= o i 02 500 fom oo, o preceptwas Sk 74335,
=_L\ giving  Band D properly a charge of £13 38, an ncrease of 29p on last
7

year and remaining the third lowest of the 17 Parishes of our District.

Comen e v | We ate maintaining ou past commitments of grants to our local schools

- Finchampstead

and churches, and to many voluntary assacistions selevant to our Parish,

AREYOU and pastculady to mobilty schemes for the elderly, spor fcilties fo the
EDERLY OR. young, and o the maintenance of the Paddling Pool in the Califoria Coun-
DISABLED ? ey Park

e oo 10

Funding continues to be supplied to improve our Environment, to improve
our netwark of Public Footpaths, and within our limited resaurces, to im-
praving Raad Safety, in co-operation with the Highways section of Woling:
ham District Council

ppeeaiiy | Planning Committee
TELEPHONE We mest approximately every three weeks, and have considered over 270
ORI applications since last September. Most of these were non-controversial,
FORDETAILS | but others have caused us particular concern. We dbjected in the strongest
terms 1o the proposals to build fats at Tintagel Fasm andin Finchampstead
Road which would have changed the characts of the ares, snd stended the
REGISTER OF relevant mestings of Development Control st Wokingham Unitary to ex-
ELECTORS press our opposition. We are pleased to report that Wokingham agreed with
AIRAR SR | oy views, and rejected the applications. Cala Homes, who submitted the
CETERMBSIEAD | Tiny oo Farm proposal, have appealed: a date for the Informal Hearing is
TS|y, o which he Paish Councl wil e ropeserted.
BTINNIE |y atendance st oo meotings nd paticiption by sny paish

ioner wha is concerned ahat a planning spplication. 1€ you are unable to
attend the mesting, please contact the Clerk so that we are awaze of your
views, and if you send aletter of objection to Wokingham Unitary, please
Iet s have a copy 5o that we can be fully aware of local residents” concens
Lauraine Newcombe - Chairman
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Roads and Road Safety Committee

The sim of our commiltee is to monitor allthe roads in the prish throughowt the year
‘making notes of our concerns that relate to speed linits, condition, drainage, road mark-
ings, road signs and danger spots. We submit a regular report to Wokingham Usitary
listing our concerns and putling pressute on them 1o imprave our current problem areas
We have been very successful in this area and will continue with this pracess.

We have some very straight and dangeraus roads within the parish that “demand” better
safety features and we are pleased to zeport that the 321 Sendhurst Road has an agreed
seduction in speed limit to 40mph, to be imposed shorlly. We are still looking at ways

10 put pressure to bear, for the installation of speed cameras on this siretch of road.
Other roads are also cansidered dangerous from speeding traffic and we have used and
will continue to use SID (Speed Indication Device) on these toads 1o educate those er-
sant motarists.

s past of our 5 Year Plan, we intend to continue our support for Wolingham Unitary's
Rural Roads initative including the Quist Lanes Initiative and also to encaurage the au-
tharities to enforce speed restrictions, improve road signing and continve ta support the
Safer Routes to School scheme. We ate also planning to have a maximum speed kmit of
40 mph on all roads in Finchampstead, co-ardinated with clear markings on soads and
road signs.

Roland Cundy - Chairman

Amenities Committee

The Amerities committee is charged with care and improvement of the local environ-
ment and informing parishioners of local ativities, particularly ones caried out by the
Pasish Couneil. To this end we are in the process of putting together a new website and
are looking for ideas from residents.

The Jubilee Osk project has been delayed as it appears that the original Queens Ok,
planted in 1387 by St. James’s Church is in dectine and may have to be felled. If so, we
planto plent the new one on the same site in the sutumn

s the fitter problem gets no better, we recruited Roger Long as our litter picker, in A
gust. In his first three days work he collected 30 black bags of ltterl By the dates on
‘newspapers, iter had lain in the same place for over six years. Roger will also clean
moss and grime off road signs when he is as up 1o date a5 you can be with fitter

We have tried to rationalise the skip provision, as some are provided at add intervals,

and it dificult for parishioners to determine when the skip is available.
Geoff Markam - Chairman

Footpaths Committee

Dus to the hot summer, the Footpaths had kept themselves in good condition. We have
hat  change of Faotpath Warden this year since Tony Aked had 1o take on other com-
‘mitments and sa the post was taken up in July by John Alexander

The disabled friendly gate on FP9 St James Church path, has now been installed by the
Chureh PCC and s in working order. The hedge on the lower patt of FPS from the
Church to Fleet Hill, has been cut back although now requites fusther work to keep the
path clear. New kissing gates are soanto be erected o replace the old stiles on FP6 and
10 Rectory Farm, The Village. The diversion of Bridleway 34 known ss the Devil's
Highway, is slmast complete and the final link theough to Bridleway 20, Wick Hill is
stll being pursued by the Patish Council. FP52, the Blackwater River walk is due to be
upgraded to a bridleway upon completion of the gravel exiraction work.

The Parish still has a problem with fly tipping and we would ask that any fiy tippingis
seported on 0800 S07060. To report dumped cars plesse call 01139746491
‘Wally Chapman - Chairman





