


FINCHAMPSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD AT 8.00PM ON TUESDAY 25th MAY 2004 IN THE CALIFORNIA RATEPAYERS HALL, FINCHAMPSTEAD ROAD, FINCHAMPSTEAD, BERKS

PRESENT:
Cllr Mrs L Newcombe, Cllr S Weeks



Cllrs Mrs C Driver, Mrs P Hughes,



Cllrs J Dewhurst, A Jackson, I Milne



Cllrs O A Vile, G Veitch



The Clerk – Mrs J Holloway

156/2004. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

All members present.

157/2004. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the meeting of this Committee held on 6th May 2004 were amended on page 57 to read ‘a representative of the committee’ and then signed as a true record.

158/2004. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES

Min No.137/2004 Woodcray Manor Farm

There had been a meeting with Doug Patterson, Chief Executive, WDC earlier today and Cllr Mrs Driver reported that Cllr Cox had shown him photographs and briefed him on the history of the problem.  The matter had been discussed fully and Mr Patterson was grateful for the information the Parish Council had given him as it gave him a full picture.  He has arranged a meeting where all District Council departments would be present to discuss future strategy and the Parish Council would be kept informed of developments.
Min No. 137/2004 – Berkshire Structure Plan 2001-2006

Cllr Dewhurst reported that he had read the document and it appeared that the original view of Reading Council ‘Sovereign limits’ had been watered down to general principles only.
Min No. 142/2004 – ODPM Report/John Dewhurst

This report had been circulated to committee members apart from Cllrs Mrs Newcombe and Mrs Hughes – the Clerk will send copies.

159/2004. CONSIDERATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS
Applications were considered as at Appendix A.

Cllr G Veitch declared an interest with regard to O/2004/1817 and took no part in decision.

160/2004. DECISIONS

Decisions were reported as at Appendix B.

161/2004. APPEALS
1
F/2003/9887 – Mr & Mrs Stean, Victoria, Heath Ride – proposed erection of new triple garage with room over. 

2
F/2004/1318 (duplicate with 1317)– Ardwell House – 16 x 2 bed flats etc. 

3
F/2003/8929 – Mr Eld, Woodthorpe, Wellingtonia Ave

4
F/2003/0735 – Mr & Mrs Bailey, 1 Radical Ride 
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The Clerk to write to the Planning Inspector with Parish Council comments on all the above Appeals.


Informal Hearing 


Proposed variation to condition 3 of consent 96/64049/F– Mrs & Mrs Taylor, East Court Farm – FPC objections to be sent to Inspector


F/2003/0502- Mr Willmott – Copse View, Heath Ride – No objections 

162/2004. TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS

No TPOs received.

163/2004. CORRESPONDENCE AND OTHER MATTERS
WDC 


· Supplementary Planning Guidance – Landscape Character Summary + enclosures – Noted - Cllr Dewhurst has seen previous reports
· Improving Communication with Town & Parish Councils – Following our comments to WDC and collated with other replies the WDC have written:-Where officer decision varies from view of Parish/Town Council   - 

It is desirable that communication from WDC should be improved, however, the website now gives sight of decisions with supporting documents, live as at 20th May 2004.

Parish/Town Councils’ notification of enforcement cases

An understandable comment and improving levels of information to be given bearing in mind the need for discretion.

DC Committee obligation to take note of Parish/Town comments

WDC obliged by law to take account of views although these may not be agreed with.

S106 monies
Database of S106 agreements maintained and available to Parish/Town Councils and can be examined by contacting Sue Griffin (0118 974 6438)

Cllr Mrs Driver reported this subject had been discussed at the recent meeting with Doug Patterson and he feels that, in the past, the WDC, have not secured sufficient monies and this would be looked into.
· Supplementary Planning Guidance – House Design - noted
Dev Users Panel 19th May -  Cllr Mrs Newcombe had attended the meeting and gave a brief report, noting that plans submitted since March were now available to be viewed on the WDC website.  Following the WDC officer presentations of Parish/Town Councils, a handout was now available and a copy would be obtained for the committee
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· Development Control Committee – noted 
· Weekly Planning Apps Input & Decisions issued - noted
· Street Naming & Numbering – 35 NMR -  noted
· Street Naming & Numbering – Little Fryth – noted
· Renewal of Cargo Kitchen licence – noted
· Email from Colin Stamp re 352 Finchampstead Road – Clerk to respond with our comments
SERA
Strategic Plan to be produced after the Local Plan finishes in 2007.  Cllr Dewhurst reported that this proposed new authority will cover a vast area and include Kent, Berks, Bucks, Beds, Northants and would have an overall planning responsibility thus losing local control.  The Clerk is to write to WDC to seek clarification.

In view of the coming AGM and possible changes, the Chairman, Cllr Mrs Newcombe thanked the committee for all their support over the past few years and they responded by expressing their appreciation of her chairmanship.

164/2004. DATE OF NEXT MEETINGS
Thursday 17th June 2004 & Thursday 8th July at the California Ratepayers Hall

The meeting closed at 9.32pm
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